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Mortar for student use.
You supply the stone pestle.

Mortar & Pestle

Natural items needed to make food
and paint pigments were ground up
in a stone bowl called a mortar.
The pestle, a hand-sized rock, was
used to crush rocks and plants in
the mortar.

Step-by-step, illustrated directions to

make plaster artifacts for student use.
Each item takes about 10-30 minutes to make.
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Petroglyph Replicas
You can also make stones
for student carving.

A petroglyph is a carving made on
stone. They are often found on
cave walls, in canyons, and on
boulders. The surface layer is
chipped away to show the lighter
layer below.
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Blombos Stone Stone for students
to carve

Blombos Cave in South Africa may
have the oldest “abstract art” on
earth. Two ochre stones were

found there, with crosshatch : NN 5
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Paint Brushes

Ancient artists made paint brushes
from natural items like animal fur,
hair, moss, and plant fibers.

Bone Tube

Ancient artists put paint into
hollow bones, and blew it onto
the rock. This was how a negative
hand print was made.

Native Tools
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