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For the love of beer
Mighty Axe comes to Benton County
by ANNA SALDANA
STAFF WRITER

FOLEY – You go to a restaurant
with friends for a night out. A waitress
brings you a glass of locally-brewed
beer and you take that Àrst cool sip,
feeling it slide easily down your throat.
But have you ever thought about
what goes into that beer you’re enjoying?
That’s where Ben Boo, Eric Sannerud and Mighty Axe Hops come in.
“We met in college, both studying
in the agriculture Àeld and we both like
beer. That was enough for us,” Boo
said. “We just decided to start growing
hops and see what happens.”
Mighty Axe Hops Farm, named after the Mighty Mississippi River and
Paul Bunyan’s axe, recently acquired
an 80-acre plot near Foley, the biggest
hops farm in Minnesota. The business
has been growing hops on a 3-acre plot
in Ham Lake for the past four years,
where they got started.
“We aren’t in this just to say we are
PHOTO BY ANNA SALDANA

Ben Boo (left) and Eric Sannerud, owners
of Mighty Axe Hops, recently acquired
land near Foley, which will be used for
growing 80 acres of hops, the largest hops
farm in the state.

the biggest farm in the state,” said
Sannerud. “We like growing hops
and we want to make it our full-time
job. This is the amount of hops we
feel it take to be a full-time hops
farmer in Minnesota.”
Since becoming hops farmers,
the two have realized the extensive,
hands-on work it takes to grow these
plants.
“Every plant pushes up a Áush of
chutes. You pick the best four chutes
from each plant and train those to a
string. That has to be done by hand,
whether you have a thousand plants
or 80,000 plants like we have here,”
Boo said. “After that, it’s a lot of
weekly fertility and disease management.”
Hops are perennials, which Àts
with the Minnesota weather.
“The winters here are perfect
for the hops. They need at least one
month of cold weather to ensure they
come back up in the spring. Sometime around April or May is when
we Àrst see the Àrst shoots come out
of the ground. Throughout May and
June, the hot weather allows them to
shoot up the 18-foot trellis by Fourth
of July,” Sannerud said.
Mighty Axe
continued on pg. 3B

Living life eight seconds at a time
Bolander
rides bucking
bulls
by NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER

Rubes Sponsored by Fluegge’s Ag

Milaca — It took less
than eight seconds for Justin
Bolander to decide he wanted to be a bull rider.
“I got on a big white bull
named Bar 1,” said Bolander
of his Àrst ride. “That bull
slung me in the dirt so hard.
He woofed me to the ground
and stomped all around me.
I jumped up with a big ol’
smile on my face and was
ready for more. Ever since
then I was hooked.”
The 20-year-old Milaca
High School graduate has
returned to the rodeo circuit
this year after an 18-month
break, due to groin injuries.
He participated in the Man
vs. Beast Rodeo in Little
Falls Sept. 17-18 and placed
fourth amongst his competition, claiming part of the
purse. Bolander travels to
rodeos weekly, some as far
as Colorado, trying his hand

at making a living eight seconds at a time.
“It gets a little scary because it’s not guaranteed income, but I’m trying to make
enough to live on. I don’t
want to go out and work
80 hours a week. I want to
work eight seconds a weekend. If you love something
enough, you don’t have to
work a day in your life,”
Bolander said. “I’ve raced
cars, jumped off things…but
there’s nothing that beats
riding a 2,000-pound animal that wants nothing to do
with you. You can’t explain
how fun it is.”
Bolander was born into
the rodeo scene. Since the
time he could walk his mom
had him riding animals. By
the age of 5 he was mutton
busting and sorting cattle
while watching his mom
take her chances against a
Àghting bull as she played
Wild Bull Poker.
“I was the little kid crying at the fence, yelling for
my mom, telling her it’s
dangerous,” he said.
But by the time Bolander was 15 and started bull
riding, the tables had turned.

“She didn’t like it at all.
She was the one who stood
at the fence crying.”
Bolander took to bull
riding school at Meech
Bucking Bulls in Nimrod.
He continues to practice on
live animals every Wednesday at the school and uses
a drop-barrel simulator as
well. He also learned a lot
from a past neighbor Charlie
Surdey, a stock contractor
who breeds rodeo bulls.
“Without that guy I’d
be nothing,” Bolander said
of Surdey. “Any bull riding
question I had, he’d break
down for me. He pretty
much turned bull riding into
a science.”
Surdey’s antics and him
challenging Bolander’s skill,
fueled the young man’s desire to overcome even the
toughest bulls.
Bull riding is one of the
most dangerous competitive
sports in the world. According to National Geographic
and the World Health Organization’s Helmet Initiative,
the U.S. professional rodeo
Bolander
continued on pg. 2B
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Bolander continued from front______

Put more Sunshine into your
forages this fall with Sunrise Ag
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brand stabilizer for
quality silage when
conditions aren’t optimal

Enhances fermentation of forages
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away from danger. I always
seem to run to it,” he said. “I
always want the bull everyone is afraid of. People say
you don’t want this bull be-

cause he bucks too hard or
you don’t want that bull because it spins too fast. I want
both of that in one. I want to
be 90 or nothing.”
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Twenty-year-old Justin Bolander grew up in the rodeo circuit,
mutton bustin’ and cattle sorting at an early age.
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circuit averages one or two
deaths annually and several more riders suffer serious spinal and brain injuries
each year. During the sport,
the rider secures a hold to
the bred-to-buck bull using
a rope wrapped around the
heart girth of the animal behind its front legs. The rider
cannot touch his free hand to
the bull or himself without
being disqualiÀed and must
cover the bull for eight seconds to earn a score. Points
are based on both bull and
rider performance. A perfect
score is 100.
But even though Bolander is aware of his weekly
dance with death, he chooses
to ride mostly without a helmet.
“A helmet, to me, is
real heavy and gets in the
way. If you’re going to ride
bulls and get hit in the head,
you’re going to get hurt no
matter what. You can’t get
around it. A helmet ain’t
gonna save you,” Bolander
said.
But its clear Bolander’s
captivation with bull riding
comes from the possibility of peril. He would rather
ride the feistiest bull than
one which would ensure a
safe score.
“Everyone likes to run
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Bolander, of Milaca, is a bull rider who participates in the sport on a weekly basis. He returned to competition this year after an 18-month break.
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Mighty Axe continued from front_______________
Strong winds, humidity and moisture are the
biggest struggles when trying to grow hops.
“We lost half of our
trellis in Ham Lake due to
a strong wind event earlier
this summer,” Boo said.
“That was a scary thing.”
Mighty Axe starts their
harvesting, drying and baling process around the end
of August or early September, where they prepare the
hops for brewing.
Boo and Sannerud
started their 80-acre farm
by planting 40 acres of
hops this summer and plan
to plant the remaining 40
acres next spring. They
expect their Àrst harvest in
fall 2017.
Once the farm gets up
and going, the two plan on
conducting tours, both for
brewers and those who are
just curious about hops.
“We want people, particularly brewers, to have
a relationship with us,”
Sannerud said. “We want
them to come out to the
farm and get to know us.
For the brewers, we want

Sales & Installation of HiTensile Fence

ELECTRIC • WOVEN • RAIL
(320) 360-6308
Browerville, MN
The Right Fence... Built RIGHT

BA30-1B-JW
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Eric Sannerud (left) and Ben Boo check on their Àrst hops plants to come above ground. The
hops were planted earlier this summer, but are not expected to harvest for the Àrst time until
fall 2017.

them to have a say in what harvest. It all goes hand- products. That’s why we do
they want grown and allow in-hand with having lo- what we do…for the pride
them to pick their plot for cally grown, high quality in our products.”

Antibiotic resistance

The issue of drug resistant bugs, “Superbugs”
is once again making headlines and is now on the front
burner of the U.N. General
Assembly with its member
voting to take “a broad, coordinated approach to go
after antimicrobial resistance.”
Much of the focus will
presumably be on humans
with research that shows
the vast majority of potential antibiotic resistance is
due to overuse and/or improper use of antibiotics by
humans. According to the
Center for Disease Control, “a third of antibiotic
prescriptions written in the
U.S. are for viral infections,
leading to an increase in antibiotic resistance.”
They’ll also be looking
at animal agriculture as being a big contributor with
the use of antibiotics to
promote growth in animals
rather than to treat illness.
It’s estimated that as much
as 80 percent of the world’s
antibiotics are used for animal feed.
The United States has
already taken steps to reduce the use of antibiotics

left over after
with
new
the VFD has
Food
and
The
expired can’t
Drug
Adbe fed.
ministration Business
The fed(FDA) regu- of Farming
eral rules will
lations
on
also
require
the use of by
veterinara n t i b i o t i c s Roger Strom
ians to be “Enfor food ani- Ag
__________ gaged
with
mals taking Columnist__________
producers to
effect Jan 1.
The FDA goal is to elimi- assume responsibility for
nate the farm use of anti- making clinical judgments
biotics to promote growth about the animals’ health in
that are also “medically the producers’ herds. The
important” to treat human veterinarian must have sufÀcient knowledge of the
illness.
As a result, many of animals by examination of
the antibiotics livestock the animals or visits to the
producers can now buy facility where the animals
over-the-counter will be are managed or both. The
eliminated and veterinar- veterinarian must be availian approval will be need- able to provide any needed
ed to buy and use certain follow-up evaluation or
medications in animal feed. care.”
The Animal Health InThat approval will require a
written statement from your stitute, National Pork Provet called a Veterinary Feed ducers Council, National
Cattlemen’s Beef AssociaDirective (VFD)
The new rules will also tion and the Animal Agriapply to any medicated feed culture Alliance launched
inventory that a producer a new website (www.togemay have purchased prior therABX.com) to help proto the new year. A VFD ducers understand how the
will be required before us- new FDA rules will impact
ing that feed and to further their business.
The group also has a
complicate things, any feed

Ag lending
centered on you.

We are a top federally-insured ag-lending credit union,
plus we offer tools to efﬁciently manage your funds.
Talk to us today!
888.330.8482 | mycmcu.org |
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Centered on you.

Equal Opportunity Lender | Federally Insured by NCUA

message for consumers.
Their news release says,
“Protecting animal health
is vital to producers, and
consumers need to understand that the mantra, “No
antibiotics. Ever.” is not
necessarily good welfare
for animals, any more than
withholding
antibiotics
from children when they’re
sick would be a logical
course of action.”
A list of affected feed
medications can be found
on FDA’s website.
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Sauk Rapids Police Department activity
Monday, September 12
0002 hrs – suicidal person on the 300 block of 13th St N
0151 hrs – detox
0250 hrs – suspicious activity on 2nd St N and Benton Dr
0300 hrs – welfare check on the 500 block of Benton Dr N
0420 hrs – welfare check on the 1000 block of 6th Ave N
0841 hrs – driving
0857 hrs – driving
1017 hrs – trafÀc hazard on 8th Ave S and 4th St S
1226 hrs – welfare check on the 1800 block Eastern Star Loop
1414 hrs – violation court order on the 1100 block 1st Ave N
1504 hrs – burglary on the 1100 block of Franklin Ave
1506 hrs – accident on the 400 block of Benton Dr S
1525 hrs – suspicious activity on the 900 block of 2nd St N
1641 hrs – theft on the 200 block of 14th St S
1702 hrs – welfare check on Broadway Ave S and 10th St S
1745 hrs – property on the 900 block of Broadway Ave S
1753 hrs – animal on the 1500 block of Parkview Lane NE
2003 hrs – fraud on the 100 block of 1st St S
2204 hrs – repo vehicle
2212 hrs – suspicious activity on 11th St N and 2nd Ave N
2223 hrs – disturbance on the 800 block of 11th St N
2225 hrs – child on the 1400 block of 10th Ave NE
2 trafÀc stops; 1 alarm; 1 assist; 3 medical calls; 2 permits
issued
Tuesday, September 13
0050 hrs – property on the 900 block of Broadway Ave S
0106 hrs – suspicious activity on 700 block Broadway Ave S
0109 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1900 block Benton Dr N
0820 hrs – property on 2nd Ave N
1217 hrs – animal on the 1000 block of Broadway Ave S
1347 hrs – welfare check on 11th St N and 4th Ave N
1457 hrs – harassment on the 400 block of 13th Ave S
1542 hrs – stalking on the 1200 block of 10th Ave NE
1547 hrs – suicidal person on the 1400 block of 10th Ave NE
1619 hrs – welfare check on the 100 block of 1st St S
1624 hrs – theft on Benton Dr S
1625 hrs – drunk
1637 hrs – drunk
1730 hrs – administrative
1757 hrs – driving
1814 hrs – civil on the 1300 block of 13th St Cir
1844 hrs – domestic on the 100 block of 15th St Ct
1921 hrs – burning complaint on 6th Ave N and 7th St
1932 hrs – property on the 1400 block of 3rd Ave S
1956 hrs – welfare check on the 200 block of 13th St N
2334 hrs - driving
1 trafÀc stop; 3 medical calls; 1 alarm; 1 assist; 1 ordinance
violation
Wednesday, September 14
0748 hrs – theft on the 300 block of 2nd Ave S
0758 hrs – theft on the 500 block of 5th St S
1113 hrs – theft on the 200 block of N Benton Dr

PUBLIC NOTICES
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1119 hrs – theft on the 200 block of Benton Dr N
1411 hrs – suicidal person on the 1400 block of Fieldstone Dr
1438 hrs – disturbance on the 800 block of 9th Ave N
1550 hrs – theft on the 800 block of Golden Spike Rd NE
1610 hrs – theft on 7th St N
1650 hrs – suspicious activity
1701 hrs – child on the 100 block of 18th St NW
1752 hrs – theft on Benton Dr S
1820 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1600 block of Prairie
View Lane NE
2106 hrs – theft on the 100 block of 1st St S
2148 hrs – unwanted on the 1200 block of 2nd Ave N
2242 hrs – suspicious activity on Railway Ave and 1st St N
2308 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1700 block of 2nd Ave N
2338 hrs – Àreworks on 2nd Ave S and 8th St
2 assists; 2 alarms; 2 medical calls
Thursday, September 15
0024 hrs – suspicious activity on the 200 block of Benton Dr N
0053 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1100 block Summit Way
0721 hrs – child on the 100 block of 15th St Ct
0908 hrs – criminal damage to property on the 900 block of
Benton Dr N
1006 hrs – unwanted person on the 100 block of 15th St Ct
1127 hrs – controlled substance on the 300 block of 2nd Ave S
1203 hrs – fraud on the 1700 block of Perennial Lane NE
1251 hrs – welfare check on the 1200 block of 1st Ave N
1315 hrs – criminal damage to property on the 100 block of
15th St Ct
1414 hrs – civil on the 100 block of 15th St Ct
1529 hrs – fraud on the 400 block of Daniels Ct
1546 hrs – driving
1614 hrs – welfare check on the 300 block of 13th St N
1627 hrs – tow
1657 hrs – suicidal person on the 100 block of 18th St NW
1835 hrs – welfare check on the 400 block of River Ave S
2034 hrs – trespassing on River Ave N
2157 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1000 block N River Ave
2229 hrs – disturbance on Summit Ave
2338 hrs – violation court order
1 assist
Friday, September 16
0838 hrs – driving
0850 hrs – records check
0920 hrs – welfare check on the 400 block of Summit Ave S
0928 hrs – property on 4th Ave N and 18th St N
0939 hrs – school bus stop arm violation
1119 hrs – suspicious activity on the 100 block of 15th St Ct
1458 hrs – suicidal person on the 100 block of 18th St NW
1524 hrs – domestic on the 1300 block of 13th St Cir
1544 hrs – welfare check on the 100 block of 3rd Ave N
1615 hrs – child on the 1800 block of Osauka Rd NE
1747 hrs – child on the 1300 block of Broadway Ave S
1843 hrs – child on the 2500 block of Olive Lane
1908 hrs – driving
2006 hrs – harassment on the 1400 block of 10th Ave NE
2055 hrs – drunk

BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
The Benton County Board of Commissioners met in regular Dayton’s ofÀce verifying that the severe storms/Áooding that ocsession on September 6, 2016 in the Benton County Board Room curred in the county during the period of July 9-11, 2016 meets
in Foley, MN with Commissioners Ed Popp, Spencer Buerkle, the threshold for use of the State Public Disaster Assistance fund
Warren Peschl, Jim McMahon and Jake Bauerly present. Call to to reimburse the county and townships up to 75% of their costs.
order by Chair Buerkle was at 9:00 AM followed by the Pledge McDermott indicated that the next step in the process will be a
participants’ brieÀng. He informed the Board that there have
of Allegiance to the Áag.
Peschl/McMahon unanimous to approve the amended agenda: been eleven state disasters so far this summer. No action was
add items—presentation of the BeneÀts Advisory Committee needed at this time.
Monty Headley, County Administrator, explained that auditing
recommendations on 2017 employee health insurance and selfstandards require the State Auditor (as our Independent Auditor)
funding; construction contract for project SAP 005-030-004.
to obtain a Management Representation Letter related to the ÀNo one was present to speak under Open Forum.
Bauerly/Popp unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda: 1) nancial statements for the year ending December 31, 2015; this
approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of August 16, 2016 as letter provides assurances to the Independent Auditors that the
written; 2) approve Application for Exempt Permit—East Cen- County has made available all the information required by the
tral MN Chapter of the MN Deer Hunters Association—to hold a Auditors to form an opinion about the Ànancial statements and
rafÁe at Jack & Jim’s, 11025 Duelm Road NE, Foley, on Septem- that the County is not aware of any fraudulent acts that could maber 23, 2016; 3) approve Purchase Money Security Agreement terially affect the statements. Headley inquired if the Board defor S.C.O.R.E. Grant—City of Rice—for the purchase of vari- sired to invite the State Auditor to a Board meeting to present the
ous pieces of park equipment, and authorize the Chair to sign; audit results (in the more recent past, the exit conference has been
4) approve Purchase Money Security Agreement for S.C.O.R.E. done through a phone conference with the Board Chair and staff
Grant—City of Sauk Rapids—for three recycled park benches, in attendance). Consensus of the Board is to continue the exit
and authorize the Chair to sign; 5) approve CertiÀcation of the conference through a phone conference for the time being (Board
Solid Waste Service Fee Assessment to the County Auditor-Trea- members will receive a summary following the exit conference).
surer for tax year 2016, and authorize the Chair to sign; 6) adopt McMahon/Popp unanimous to approve the Management RepreResolution 2016-#25, accepting donation from SignMax of St. sentation Letter related to the audit of the 2015 Benton County
Cloud to the Benton County Sheriff’s OfÀce K-9 Program, and Financial statements, and authorize the Chair to sign.
authorize the Chair to sign; 7) adopt Resolution 2016-#26, ac- The Regular County Board meeting was recessed at 9:27 AM to
cepting donation from the Minnesota Fraternal Order of Police conduct a Human Services Board meeting.
The Regular County Board meeting was reconvened at 9:35
Granite Lodge #17 to the Benton County Sheriff’s OfÀce K-9
Program, and authorize the Chair to sign; 8) authorize signatures AM.
Board members reported on recent meetings they attended on
on construction contract to AAA Striping Service for Project SP
005-070-001—Federal Safety Striping Project; and 9) authorize behalf of the county.
Peschl/McMahon unanimous to set Committees of the Whole:
signatures on construction contract to Knife River Corporation—
North Central Division for Project SAP 005-030-004—State Aid October 13, 2016 Greater St. Cloud Development Corporation
Innovation Summit.
overlay project on CSAH 4, 6, and 7.
Brian Koester, representing the BeneÀts Advisory Committee,
Chris Byrd, County Engineer, explained that Benton County
is the recipient of Federal STP dollars that were awarded through presented the Committee’s recommendations on 2017 employee
the St. Cloud APO; these monies are available beginning in 2017 health insurance and the possibility of moving to a self-funded
and were identiÀed for a mill and overlay project on CSAH 1 arrangement in 2018 or 2019. He noted that Health Partners
from TH 23 to Golden Spike Road. He noted that Benton Coun- initially proposed a 9.5% increase and, subsequently, reduced
ty would receive a maximum of $510,400 of Federal Aid, capped their offer to 7.5%; cost proposals from Medica, Preferred One,
at 80% of the project costs; however, with Federal funding come and Blue Cross for equal beneÀts exceeded that of Health Partadditional requirements such as “Disadvantaged Business Enter- ners. Koester pointed out that there is a potential to save monprise” goals, a cultural resource study, and environmental review. ey through the self-funding arrangement, adding “there’s a lot
Byrd indicated that he has applied to MNDOT State Aid to ex- of work to be done before we can even get to that point”. He
change our Federal dollars for regular State Aid dollars; the pro- stated the Committee’s recommendation to contract with Health
posed “fund swap” agreement would relieve Benton County of Partners for two years—a 7.5% increase in 2017 with a guarthe additional administrative burden that Federal grants provide. anteed zero increase for 2018; the Committee will continue to
Bauerly/ McMahon unanimous to approve MNDOT Agreement explore the idea of self-funding. There were several inquiries by
No. 1026183 and authorize appropriate signatures on such; fur- Board members, i.e. the possibility of adding a Single + One Plan
ther, to adopt Resolution 2016-#27 authorizing participation in (would shift the premium structure between different groups),
the “fund swap” agreement with the Commissioner of Transpor- the concept of paying a stipend to employees to not take health
coverage through the county (concern with “adverse selection”—
tation, and authorize the Chair to sign.
Engineer’s Report: 1) Update on MNDOT’s plans for District people who stay in the plan may incur large claims; cost of the
3—Benton County plans include a reclaim on TH 25 from TH 95 subsidy itself; “volume discount” may disappear). There was
to TH 23 in Foley (will be a posted detour), a mill and overlay consensus of the Board that staff bring back a two-year renewal
on TH 25 from TH 23 in Foley to the Benton/Morrison County contract with Health Partners, that the BeneÀts Advisory Comline (no detour); and installation of cable median barrier on TH mittee develop a 2017 health insurance premium contribution
10 from north of Benton Drive in Sauk Rapids to west of East St. structure recommendation for non-union employees and bring to
Germain; 2) CSAH 8 reclaim (rain has delayed project; antici- the County Board at their Àrst meeting in October (bargaining
pate completion in September); 3) overlay project on CSAH 4, 6 committee will bring this structure forth into union negotiations),
and 7—also delayed because of the rain; 4) Highway Department and that the Committee pursue the concept of self-funding emstafÀng challenges continue—most recently hired Engineering ployee health insurance (Health Partners is agreeable to allowing
Technician has submitted his resignation; and 5) CSAH 3 project Benton County to exit the two-year contract should the County
in Sauk Rapids should be substantially complete before the end decide to transition to self-funding).
McMahon/Bauerly unanimous to conduct a closed meeting
of October.
Karri Thorsten, Auditor-Treasurer, requested approval of a of the County Board (at 10:03 AM) pursuant to MN Statutes
positive pay agreement with Frandsen Bank & Trust which §13D.03, Subdivision 1, to consider strategy for labor negotiawould allow the County to submit a Àle of authorized payments tions.
The Regular County Board meeting was reconvened at 10:52
to the bank to be made out of the County’s account; therefore,
when checks are processed through the bank, they are veriÀed AM.
Peschl/Popp unanimous to adjourn at 10:53 AM.
with the Àle to ensure that the proper payee and amount are
Spencer C. Buerkle, Chair
authorized. She noted that this would be an additional safety
Benton County Board of Commissioners
measure to guard against check fraud. Jackie Traut, AccountATTEST:
ing Supervisor, reported on steps the County has taken to reduce
Montgomery Headley
risk in light of the county becoming a victim of check fraud in
Benton County Administrator
September 2015. Peschl/Popp unanimous to approve a positive
R-39-1B
pay agreement with Frandsen Bank & Trust and authorize the
Chair to sign.
Jim McDermott, Emergency Management Director, reported
that Benton County has received a letter from Governor Mark
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2122 hrs – domestic on 5th St S
2159 hrs – domestic on the 1200 block of 2nd Ave N
2245 hrs – warrant on the 500 block of Benton Dr N
2 trafÀc stops; 1 alarm; 1 assist; 2 ordinance violations; 1 permit issued; 2 medical calls

Saturday, September 17
0001 hrs – driving
0125 hrs – suspicious activity on 10th St NE
1019 hrs – child on the 1400 block of 10th Ave NE
1447 hrs – Àre
1802 hrs – property on the 100 block of River Ave S
1851 hrs – unwanted on the 900 block of Benton Dr N
1858 hrs – driving
1922 hrs – vehicle
2102 hrs – shooting on the 900 block of N Benton Dr
2106 hrs – disorderly conduct on the 700 block of 11th St N
2131 hrs – disturbance on the 600 block of 5th Ave N
2231 hrs – suicidal person on the 700 block of Schooner’s End
2347 hrs – suspicious activity on Riverside Dr and 7th St NE
in St. Cloud
5 trafÀc stops; 3 assists; 1 alarm; 4 medical calls
Sunday, September 18
0040 hrs – suspicious activity on 2nd Ave N
0224 hrs – disturbance on the 700 block of ½ St S
0257 hrs – disorderly conduct on the 1900 block Benton Dr N
0336 hrs – suspicious activity on the 100 block of 1st St S
0418 hrs – domestic on the 1300 block of 13th St Cir
1254 hrs – suspicious activity
1258 hrs – civil on the 1100 block of 2nd Ave S
1300 hrs – special event on the 400 block of Benton Dr N
1548 hrs – extra patrol
1600 hrs – disturbance on the 100 block of 18th St NW
1742 hrs – trafÀc accident on 4th St S and Benton Dr S
1804 hrs – assault on the 1900 block of Benton Dr N
2034 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1900 block Benton Dr N
2046 hrs – suspicious activity on the 1000 block Benton Dr N
2313 hrs – domestic on the 700 block of Summit Ave S
2338 hrs - drunk
3 trafÀc stops; 2 medical calls; 2 assists; 1 alarm

Rice Police Department activity

Rice Police Department Activity

Monday, September 12
2018 hrs – property on the 400 block of Main St E
2319 hrs – suspicious activity on the 700 block 11th Ave SW
Tuesday, September 13
1310 hrs – predatory offender
1328 hrs – predatory offender
1329 hrs – predatory offender
1 medical call
Wednesday, September 14
2046 hrs – suspicious activity on the 400 block Division St S
1 trafÀc stop
Thursday, September 15
0918 hrs – welfare check on the 5500 block of Canary Rd NW
3 assists
Friday, September 16
1721 hrs – violation court order
2206 hrs – civil
2245 hrs – welfare check on Hwy 10 and 115th St NW
1 assist
Saturday, September 17
2053 hrs – driving
2146 hrs – driving
2207 hrs – burglary on the 200 block of 6th Ave NW

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Sauk Rapids City Council will meet on Tuesday, October 11, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible at the
Sauk Rapids Government Center, located at 250 Summit Avenue
North, to consider making improvements to 2nd Avenue South
from 1st Street South to Benton Drive, 1st Street South from
Benton Drive to 2nd Avenue South, 2nd Street South from 2nd
Avenue South to 3rd Avenue South, 3rd Street South from Benton Drive to 3rd Avenue South, 4th Street South from Benton
Drive to 2nd Avenue South, and 6th Street South from 3rd Avenue South to the dead end, pursuant to Minnesota Statute Chapter 429. The improvements include reconstruction of the street,
drainage system, water main, sanitary sewer, and sidewalks. The
area proposed to be assessed for the improvements includes the
properties abutting the proposed project area on 2nd Avenue
South, 1st Street South, 2nd Street South, 3rd Street South, 4th
Street South, and 6th Street South, and properties with the drainage area of the proposed storm sewer system. The estimated cost
of the improvements is $2,861,616.00. A reasonable estimate of
the impact of the assessment will be available at the hearing. Any
person desiring to comment on the proposed improvement is invited to do so in writing or orally at the time of the public hearing
R-39-2B
CERTIFICATE OF AMENDMENT
TO ASSUMED NAME
Minnesota Statutes Chapter 333
(1) The exact name under which the business is or will be
conducted is: Adapter Kings
(2) The address of the principal place of business is: 435
Raymond Ave NE, St. Cloud, MN, 56304
(3) List a Mailing Address if you cannot receive mail at the
principal place of business address:
(4) List the name and complete street address of all persons
conducting business under the above Assumed Name, OR if an
entity, provide the legal corporate, LLC, or Limited Partnership
name and registered ofÀce address: (Required) JS Partners, LLC,
435 Raymond Avenue NE, St. Cloud, MN 56304
(5) This certiÀcate is an amendment of CertiÀcate of Assumed Name File Number: 3568123-2 originally Àled on:
119/17/2009
(6) By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am
signing this document as the person whose signature is required,
or as agent of the person(s) whose signature would be required
who has authorized me to sign this document on his/her behalf,
or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all
required Àelds, and that the information in this document is true
and correct and in compliance with the applicable chapter of
Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document
I am subject to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section
609.48 as if I had signed this document under oath.
Alexander Jares, President
9/12/2016
H-38-2P
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Moving to the classroom

Anderson
takes over as
Sauk RapidsRice ag
teacher

ter.

by MISSY MUSSMAN
STAFF WRITER

SAUK RAPIDS – When
Heidi Anderson received a
call from Sauk Rapids-Rice
High School, the last thing
she expected was a job offer.
“They said they were in
need of an ag teacher this
fall. I thought I would provide them names of people
to contact because of my ties
to the industry,” Anderson
said. “But, they asked me if
I would ever consider teaching.”
After that unexpected
phone call, Anderson was
hired as the ag teacher and
FFA advisor for Sauk Rapids-Rice High School in mid
August.
“I wasn’t looking for this
at all,” Anderson said. “I was
completely content with my
4-H job, but I decided to give
it a go. It was a great opportunity for me.”
Anderson has already hit
the ground running with only
a month under her belt.
This trimester, Anderson is teaching three classes

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Heidi Anderson answers freshman Reagan Atchley’s question Sept. 26. Anderson is the new
ag teacher and FFA advisor at Sauk Rapids-Rice High School.

– Minnesota wildlife, Small
Animals and Intro to Agriculture. And the next two
trimester’s curriculum will
keep her plenty busy, too,
teaching more small animal
classes along with Animal
Science, Veterinary Science,
Intro to Greenhouse and Forestry.
“I’m excited to teach

animal science because it’s
my cup of tea and where my
passion lies,” Anderson said.
“I’m also looking forward to
learning alongside the students as I dig into certain
topics. I’m not an expert on
everything.”
Despite being fairly close
to St. Cloud, which has a very
urban community, Anderson

Let the PROPANE EXPERTS Help You Finish Your
Fish House, Deer Stand & Hunting Cabin the Right Way!
• Regulators
• Hoses
• Fittings
• Lights
• Propane Tanks
• We fill all sizes
of tanks
including RV’s

Two Great Options!
p

Great Heaters
Priced Right!
#1
Sportsman
S
Stove
on the
Market!

Full Line Distributor
of Empire Fish House
Heaters & Parts

We have
everything
you need to
complete your
cabin.

said there is a good mixture
of rural and urban students
at Sauk Rapids-Rice High
School.
“It’s a unique combination for where we are,” she
said.
Anderson has already
seen that demographic play
out in her classroom sizes.
“My classes are maxed
out with about 35 in each class
and 20 in my Intro to Agriculture class,” Anderson said.
“There’s a strong agriculture
presence in the school.”
Although the school year
is well underway, Anderson
is still working the details of
her curriculum and FFA program.
“Figuring out where
I want to go with the curriculum is one of the biggest
challenges,” Anderson said.
“I have to Àgure out what Àts
my style.”
She is also still learning
more about the students who
are involved in the FFA chap-

“We’re all still Àguring
things out trying Ànding the
best Àt for our program,” Anderson said.
Even though there are
details to still be planned out
in both the classroom and the
FFA program, Anderson has
some clear visions of what
she wants to accomplish.
“I’m a big believer in
hands on learning and having relevant topics,” she said.
“It’s not going to be me talking and having the students
regurgitate the information. I
want to give them unique opportunities they wouldn’t get
in their core classes.”
She is already working to
accomplish that.
“I’m using a lot of my industry ties to line up speakers
to discuss relevant topics in
my classes,” Anderson said.
“Our class is also putting in
a proposal to have a pet in the
classroom. They’ve done the
research and budgeting for
it.”
Anderson also hopes to
teach those students who may
not have a strong connection
to agriculture more about it.
“That’s my main goal,”
she said. “I grew up on a
dairy farm, and I’ve seen
how far removed people are
from the farm. I want those
students, who don’t have
a strong connection to the
farm, to know that agriculture is not just farmers. There
are opportunities that exist in
agriculture outside of production ag. They may not end up
working directly with it, but
agriculture will somehow be
tied to many of their careers
and hobbies. Any opportunity to educate them is a great
one.”
For the FFA program,
Anderson hopes to increase
participation in the dairy
foods career development
event (CDE).
“That isn’t historically a
CDE most students participate in, but I think it would
be an interesting one for the
students to try,” she said.
The public speaking
CDEs are others she is going
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to encourage her members to
participate in.
“Those skills are so
beneÀcial for them no matter what career they pursue,”
Anderson said.
As an alumna of the Sauk
Rapids-Rice FFA Chapter,
Anderson wants to keep the
program going strong.
“It’s been a part of this
school for a long time, and it’s
been a strong program since
my parents were in it. The
faculty have been very supportive of the program, too,”
Anderson said. “I just want to
get the chapter excited. I want
to continue this program into
the future.”
Before Anderson started
her position as the ag teacher, she served as the Benton
County 4-H Program Coordinator. Since both jobs focused on youth, she had the
experience she would need to
be successful as a teacher.
“I love the youth aspect
of this. I love encouraging them and helping them
tap into their potential even
though they don’t see it,” she
said.
Although she received a
business degree in college,
Anderson always had a love
for teaching agriculture.
“I originally wanted to
get a teaching degree, but I
thought that everyone was
going into it and the number
of jobs available at that time
didn’t seem like it was going
to work,” Anderson said.
But now she has her
chance.
“It’s an honor to be able
to teach ag in school now,”
Anderson said. “Teaching
agriculture is what I love.”
After the Àrst month,
Anderson is already excited
about the remainder of her
Àrst year as a teacher and the
years to come.
“I’m excited to teach ag
in school, spend time with
my students, and watch them
grow and learn a little a long
the way,” she said. “That’s
what makes it all worthwhile.”

“SAFE EQUIPMENT SOLD BY THE GUYS
THAT KNOW PROPANE”

America’s Propane Company • Open 7:30 am - 4 pm
931 Lincoln Ave, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 · (320) 251 0373

BA37-TFN-TV

50 Years of Experience!

GILLY’S GOT YOU
COVERED THIS FALL!

Roasted
Soybeans

We can custom roast your
grains including barley, corn,
wheat, oats and soybeans.

One goal of every dairy producer
is to increase milk production and
increase proÀtability.
Roasting soybeans and other
grains in your animal’s diet is
one way of achieving this goal.

PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

Sauk Rapids-Rice High School ag teacher Heidi Anderson has a conversation with her small
animals class Sept. 26.

SMALL GRAINS
AVAILABLE!

FREE STANDING
CORRAL PANELS

BERGMAN

AGRi-Speed HITCH
Automatic Wagon Hitch
• Simple drawbar mount
• Easy to operate day or night
• PTO compatible • Fast, reliable, safe
• Increases efficiency, only need 1 person
• Easily pulls more than the D.O.T. allows
on the highway

Available for pick-ups, choppers,
tractors, wagons, etc.

$

295

THRU SEPT. 30

PREPARE YOUR
LAWN FOR WINTER

Just 20 minutes from Little Falls
or St. Cloud on Cty. Rd. 17

320-746-2165

FALL SEED &
FERTILIZER

Gilman Co-op Creamery
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770
Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 9-1
Good service - fair prices - every day

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM

www.jimssnowmobileandmarine.com
BAP39-1B-BT
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Manure important in crop budgets
Oak Park
Coop Creamery

Order & pay early
BA39-tfnB-AJ

special on
seed corn
320.968.7864
16623 Ironwood Rd. NE., Oak Park, MN

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
AVAILABLE ANYWHERE

Full Service
Commercial
Realtor
WHY HUGHESNET?

Bill Molitor

RE/Max Results Commercial
3950 3rd Avenue N.
St. Cloud, MN 56303

Ph. 320-251-2200
Cell: 320-249-2156

BAP-34-TFN-TV

Awarded Certificate of Exchange Agent
by Starker Services, Inc. as an
expert in tax deferred,
Section 1031 exchanges.

Rye Producers
DO YOU HAVE RYE THAT CAN’T BE
MARKETED DUE TO HAIRY VETCH WE
CAN HELP!

INSTANT SAVINGS

High-Speed Performance

FREE Standard Installation*

Available Anywhere

Speeds up to 15mbps

No Phone Line Required

Packages Starting at $59.99/mo

Contact for more info

1-800-715-1644

763-389-2973

Call for
further details

We
W
e can clean or purchase ass is.

BA39-2B-AJ

Ag Business Services

Farm budgets are very difÀcult on most
Custom Rates
farms this year. Many, probably most, farms
Here are some examples of custom rates
for fall work based on the Iowa State Custom
can’t pay all of the production costs, make loan
Rate Survey done in the spring of 2016. These
payments, and pay for normal family living
are per acre costs, unless noted otherwise.
needs with $3 corn and $9 soybeans. Most current commodity prices don’t work very well for
Combining corn
covering farm and family living expenses right
Average Low
High
By Dan Martens
now. Things do vary some from farm to farm.
$34.75
$23
$55
University of
As the crop is harvested, land is available
Combine with chopper head
MN Extension
for manure application and manure application
$40.10
$26
$55
is a signiÀcant part of the fall work on livestock
Combine soybeans
farms. Fall manure applications are a signiÀcant Àrst step
$34.05
$25
$52
toward the next crop year. Applying manure in a way that
Chopping corn stalks
provides the best opportunity for using nutrients for next
$11.85
$7
$19
year’s crop can be a signiÀcant part of managing next
Moldboard plowing
year’s crop production budget.
$18.80
$12
$25
If you’re not sure you’re making the best use of maChisel plowing
nure nutrients for your crops, there are several sources
$16.45
$12
$22.75
of information and assistance. University of Minnesota
Grain storage /bu/month
Extension has done a lot of Àeld trials and research with
$0.024
$0.015
$0.040
manure applications related to meeting crop needs. A lot
Grain storage /bu/year
of information can be found by doing a website search for
$0.159
$0.09
$0.30
“Minnesota Extension Manure Management.” This inSome people rent grain bins by the month with a mincludes a spreadsheet for calculating the value of manure imum that might be equal to 4-6 months of storage.
The full survey can be found by doing an Internet
based on how and when it is applied, crop nutrient needs,
application costs and other factors. Some Extension staff search for “Iowa State Custom Rates 2016” or calling
are available to consult with farmers about manure appli- the County Extension OfÀce. These numbers should be
cation strategies and practices. You’re welcome to call the viewed as a “starting point” for custom rate considercounty extension ofÀce for assistance in getting informa- ations. Some factors that can affect custom rates could
include Àeld size, Àeld conditions, hazards like rocks,
tion and working on this task.
Most county soil and water conservation districts availability, travel distance, trading work, ownership and
have someone on staff who works with manure applica- operating costs, other personal and business goals. Avtion planning. Some watershed districts do this work too. erage survey values may not cover total ownership and
There might be cost share resources available to help with operating costs.
U of M Extension Ag Economist Bill Lazarus esticost of doing manure and soil testing as a basis for better use of manure nutrients. Independent crop consultants mates ownership and operating costs in a publication
and farm store agronomy advisors do work on managing called “Estimated Costs for Farm Machinery Operations.” This can be found with by Internet search also, or
manure nutrients effectively.
It is important to remember that manure nutrients are by calling the county extension ofÀce. Farmers can bennot free. The cost of hauling and applying manure can eÀt by keeping track of their own data related to operasometimes be greater than the value of the nutrients that tion time and capacity, fuel use, repairs, ownership and
crops are able to make use of. For the livestock farmer, operating costs.
With wet harvest conditions, be especially deliberate
the task it sometimes to maximize the amount handling
and application costs that can be recovered in the value of about making safety a priority. Talk with family member
and workers about unique hazardous with wet Àeld and
nutrients that the crop can use.
This is also a time of year when neighbors can talk to road conditions.
each other about events and activities that could be helpful to know about as manure application work is done.

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

THE SERVICE YOU NEED.
WHEREVER YOU NEED IT.
We are specially trained and equipped to meet your
on-farm, in-ﬁeld tire service needs. Call us night or day for
repairs and replacement.
We’ll deliver and mount your new tires quickly so you can
get back to work.
Specially trained maintenance and repairs minimize downtime.
Inventory of most tire types and sizes.

DALE’S FARM REPAIR INC.
Dale Saehr - Owner

F A R M

Stop in or give us a call
for more information!

T I R E S

320-468-6886

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-Noon

To reach 9 states with your classiÀed call 320-251-1971

MOTORCYCLES:
TOP
CASH PAID! For Old Motorcycles! 1900-1979. DEAD OR
ALIVE!920-371-0494
AKC LAB PUPS: SILVER,
CHARCOAL & CHOCOLATE
dews/1st Shots/Worming. Info
715-582-4076
harborlabradors.
com
Are you Pregnant? Considering
Adoption? Donna & Harry are
seeking to adopt. Will be handson parents. Financial security.
Expenses PAID. Ask for Adam.
1-800-790-5260
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING
ADOPTION? Call us Àrst. Living expenses, housing, medical,
and continued support afterwards.
Choose adoptive family of your
choice. Call 24/7. 855-390-6047
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation,
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 1-800283-0205
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY. Receive maximum
value of write off for your taxes.
Running or not! All conditions

accepted. Free pickup. Call for details. 855-752-6680
PAID IN ADVANCE! MAKE
$1000 Weekly!! Mailing Brochures From Home. Helping home
workers since 2001. No Experience Required. Start Immediately!
www.centralmailing.net (VOID IN
SD, WI)
MAKE $1,000 WEEKLY! Paid
in advance! Mailing Brochures at
Home! Easy pleasant work. Begin
Immediately! Age unimportant!
www.homemoney77.com
$500 DAILY! Mailing Simple Letters and Depositing checks. Exciting Free Details! Write: LISTS,
Box 396, Dept. MFCP, Springhouse, PA 19477-0396
McFarland Truck Lines drivers were averaging over $.50/mile
and are now getting a new bonus
for high miles! Drive the newest trucks, be home when needed.
WWW.MCFGTL.COM Call now
507-437-9905
Over the Road carrier seeking
experienced drivers. Midwest and
west coast, no east coast. Drivers
average 3,000+ miles per week,
loaded and empty miles paid. Call

recruiting 1-800-645-3748 www.
gÁtruck.com
Are you in BIG trouble with the
IRS? Stop wage & bank levies,
liens & audits, unÀled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 888-606-6673
STUDENT LOAN PAYMENTS
got you down? We can help reduce
payments and get Ànances under
control, call: 866-871-1626
Skidloader TRAILER Sale:
14,000lb 18’ to 24’ 10,600lb payload. SAVE $400 to $600, limited
supply. Electric tilt and Gravity tilt
skidloader trailers in-stock, too.
Bumper-pull & Goosenecks. H&H
and B-B trailers. 8 styles of DUMP
trailers. Scissor lift trailers. Prices
& info: www.FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 515-972-4554
Immediately Double Your Muscle
Gains, Remodel ANY “Weak”
Bodypart, Smash EVERY Plateau.
Visit the website: www.tinyurl.
com/gymbreak
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO cost to
you. Medicare Patients Call Health
Hotline Now! 1- 800-604-2613
ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper alternative to high drugstore prices! 50

• Tank Maintenance
• Sand Trap Cleaning
• Car Wash Pit Pumping
• Sludge Hauling
• Storm Drain Cleaning
• Sewer Cleaning

Serving the counties of: Benton, Morrison,
Sherburne, Stearns & NW Wright

320-393-2123
320-252-9916

16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520

THE LEADER IN THE FIELD

MIDWEST CLASSIFIED NETWORK

SPECIALIZING IN:
• Septic Tank Pumping & Cleaning
• Holding Tank Pumping
• Cesspool Pumping & Cleaning
• Commercial Food Grade Grease
Trap Cleaning
• Lift Pump Service & Replacement
• High Pressure Line Jetting
& Thawing

Fiedler Pu

mping

Only one co
upon per re
calendar ye
sident per
ar. Coupon
expires 10
/6/2016

www.FiedlerPumping.com

BAP-39-tfnB-BT

ON-FARM TIRE SERVICE
Hwy. 25 between Pierz & Genola

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.

Pill Special - $99 FREE Shipping!
100 Percent Guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-800-795-9687
LIVING WITH KNEE OR
BACK PAIN? Medicare recipients may qualify to receive a pain
relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 844-668-4578
Stop OVERPAYING for your
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our licensed Canadian and International
pharmacy, compare prices and get
$25.00 OFF your Àrst prescription!
CALL 1-800-263-4059 Promo
Code CDC201625
Viagra!! 52 Pills for Only $99.00!
Your #1 trusted provider for 10
years. Insured and Guaranteed Delivery. Call today 1-888-403-7751
Get Satellite TV, Internet, and
Voice Bundled for just $89/MO.
Also Get a $100 Visa Gift Card.
Just Call 1-877-780-3876.
ALL THINGS BASEMENTY!
Basement Systems Inc. Call us for
all of your basement needs! WaterprooÀng, Finishing, Structural Repairs, Humidity and Mold Control.
FREE ESTIMATES! Call 1-800640-8195
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior living referral
service. Contact our trusted, local experts today! Our service is

BA39-tfnB-BT

www.saukrapidsherald.com
FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800442-5148
Switch to DIRECTV and get a
$100 Gift Card. FREE WholeHome Genie HD/DVR upgrade.
Starting at $19.99/mo. New Customers Only. Don’t settle for cable.
Call Now 1-800-203-4378
19.99/mo. for DIRECTV - HD
Channels + Genie HD DVR + 3
months FREE HBO, SHOW, MAX
& STARZ + FREE NFL Sunday
Ticket! Call Now 1-888-552-7314
ADT Security protects your home
& family from “what if” scenarios.
Fire, Áood, burglary or carbon
monoxide, ADT provides 24/7
security. Don’t wait! Call Now!
1-888-607-9294
GET HELP NOW! One Button
Senior Medical Alert. Falls, Fires
& Emergencies happen. 24/7 Protection. Only $14.99/mo. Call
NOW 1-888-840-7541
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a
button sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t
reach a phone! FREE Brochure.
CALL 800-306-1404
DISH Network -NEW FLEX
PACK- Select the Channels You
Want. FREE Installation. FREE
Streaming. $39.99/24 months.
ADD Internet for $14.95 a month.

CALL 1-800-390-3140
SAVE on internet and TV bundles! Order the best exclusive cable and satellite deals in your area!
If eligible, get up to $300 in Visa
Gift Cards. CALL NOW! 1-800925-0146
FAST Internet! HughesNet Satellite Internet. High-Speed. Avail
Anywhere. Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for
Limited Time Price - 1-800-7151644
Exede High Speed Internet. Plans
from $39/mo. Blazing Fast Broadband in areas cable can’t reach.
Great for business or home. We Install Fast. 1-888-800-8236
Free Pills! Viagra!! Call today to
Ànd out how to get your free Pills!
Price too low to Mention! Call today 1-877-560-0997
CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY
PAYMENT & PREPAID shipping.
HIGHEST PRICES! Call 1-888389-0695. www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com
MEET
SINGLES
RIGHT
NOW! No paid operators, just real
people like you. Browse greetings,
exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800357-4970

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2016

Benton Ag

PAGE 7B

Kasellas implement creative milking schedule
by JENNIFER COYNE
STAFF WRITER

become the most efÀcient
group in the Kasellas’ herd.
“They know they’re on a
strict schedule,” Heidi said.
“They come back from the
parlor, pound the feed and
water, and then lay down.”
Over the course of six
months, the Kasellas monitored the change in management, tweaking the milking
routine to keep the cows
comfortable.
Although the schedule
had been Àne tuned and incorporated into the dairy for
almost a year, it was still not
perfect for the Kasellas.
After the fresh cows
had been in milk for 45
days, they switched to the
3X schedule the remainder
of the herd was following.
However, the transition was
too dramatic for that earlylactation group.
“They started acting like
they dried off,” Peter said.
“We needed to tighten the
schedule and see what could
work with our team.”
Heidi agreed.
“Cows would stand by
the gates and bellow,” she
said. “They weren’t happy
going six to three. We tried
4X hoping it would help, and
it deÀnitely did.”
This past January, the
Kasellas began milking
their herd on three different
schedules.

While adding the 6X
routine was easy, creating
a 4X routine posed challenges as available time in
the parlor, employees’ work
schedules, and feeding time
and availability were all key
factors in the transition.
“It’s been a huge learning curve. We didn’t have
examples, so it was all trial
and error,” Peter said. “Now,
everything works like clockwork. It’s seamless.”
Almost
immediately
after the schedule changes,
Peter and Heidi noticed vast
health improvements in their
cows, namely displaced abomasums and ketosis cases
became essentially non-existent.
“Really, we’re seeing
cows more often throughout
the day and there happens to
be less mastitis,” Peter said.
Heidi agreed.
“We’re interacting with
them more and seeing problems quicker,” she said.
Additionally, milk production increased and the
cattle are able to hold their
peak longer.
“We don’t see them
lollygagging,” Peter said.
“We’ve found the natural
tendencies of a cow and
made it work on our dairy.”
While this milking routine has worked exceptionally well for the Kasellas,

ROYALTON – Since
Peter and Heidi Kasella
Àrst began dairy farming in
2007, they have continually
thought outside the box for
ways to improve their family
business.
Most recently, the Kasellas have incorporated a
unique, but efÀcient milking
schedule into their 350-cow
dairy near Royalton, that has
maximized time management and production potential, along with vastly improving herd health. Fresh
cows, 0 to 45 days in milk
(DIM), are milked six times
each day; cows 45 to 150
DIM are milked four times
each day; and the remainder
of the herd is on a 3X schedule.
“There are a million
things to do on the farm to be
successful,” Heidi said. “For
us, this is what has worked.”
The milking herd is
separated into six pens on
PHOTOS SUBMITTED
the farm – Pen 3 is the fresh
Peter and Heidi Kasella and their children – (from left) Callen, 4, Eli, 8, Abraham, 11 months,
cows and milked six times
and Sophia, 10 – milk 350 cows near Royalton. Two years ago, the Kasellas began milking their
each day; Pens 5 and 6 are
fresh cows six times each day.
cows 45 to 150 DIM, milked
four times each day; and
Pens 1, 2 and 4 are milked
both Heidi and Peter do not and cows,” Heidi said. “You enue of milking has created
three times each day.
encourage others to be too have to do what’s right for a healthier, more efÀcient
At 3:30 a.m., the Kaseldairy herd, and endless posquick to change their rou- the cows.”
las begin milking with Pen
sibilities for the future.
tines, but rather seek out the
Peter agreed.
3, then 5, 6, 1, 2, 3 again, 4,
“This will snowball into
right opportunities to im“This is not the only way
and then 5 and 6 again. By
prove their dairies.
to do that,” he said. “Find an whatever is next for us,”
noon, the second shift of
“Our philosophy has avenue that leads you to the Heidi said. “We’re passionmilking begins with Pen 3,
always been to do the right right decision and do that.” ate and never complacent.
then 1, 2, 5, 6, 3 again, and
thing everyday, with our
For the Kasellas, ven- We’re going to be in this inÀnishes with 4.
kids, employees, marriage turing towards a unique av- dustry for a long time.”
For a short time, the parlor is shut down until 8 p.m.
for the Ànal milking shift. At
that time, Pens 3, 5, 6, 1, 2,
3 again, and Ànally 4, have
completed their last milking
for the day.
“There’s no lag time and
everyone is efÀcient,” Heidi
said. “We know what we’re
doing and the cows know
what they’re doing.”
The increased frequency
in milkings came about two
winters ago after the Kasellas expanded their operation
and made improvements to
on-farm facilities.
In 2010, the Kasellas
expanded their herd from
150 to 350 crossbred cattle
and Heidi Kasella milk their fresh cows six time each
and milked the entire herd Peter
The fresh cow pen is understocked to provide enough stalls for each animal to lie comfortably
day in a swing-12 parlor.
three times each day; at the
in between milkings.
same time, they built a lowcost swing-12 parlor. Four
years later, they constructed
a sand-bedded freestall barn.
“After the expansion,
there were 12-hour shifts
SAUK CENTRE
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and we noticed a lot of lag
TRACTORS
NH 195 ................................................................ In Stock!
time,” Heidi said. “With
NH TS6.130, Cab, FWA, Pwr. Shuttle ................. In Stock!
PIERZ
NH Boomer 37 & 47 with Loader ......................... In Stock!
TRACTORS
more cows and a new parlor,
NH Workmaster 33 with Loader .......................... In Stock!
NH TS6.120 & TS6.140 ....................................... In Stock!
our equity was used up. We
NH Workmaster 33 & 37 tractors......................... In Stock!
NH T4.75 Powerstar, Cab, Loader ...................... In Stock!
needed to Ànd something
NH T4.90, T4.100 and T4.110 ............... 5 to choose from!
NH T4.90, T4.100 and T4.110 ............... 5 to choose from!
NH T6.165 Plus & T6.180 Plus............................ In Stock!
NH T6.180 Plus & T7.230 Classic ....................... In Stock!
that made the most sense.”
SKID LOADERS
SKID LOADERS
A year later, in January
NH L218, L220, L228 .......................................... In Stock!
NH L218, L220, L230 .......................................... In Stock!
HAY TOOLS
HAY TOOLS
2015, the Kasellas transiNH SpeedRower 220 & 260.... ............................ In Stock!
NH SpeedRower 220 & 260 ................................ In Stock!
tioned their fresh cows into
NH Procart 819, 1022, 1225 Rakes..................... In Stock!
NH H7220 & H7330 Discbines ............................ In Stock!
a 6X milking routine.
NH Dura-Vee 1020, 1225, 1428 Rakes ............... In Stock!
NH H5420 Merger, 9’ with 4’ Ext. ........................ In Stock!
Kemco Inline Bale Wrappers ............................... In Stock!
NH ProCart 819 and 1022 Rakes ........................ In Stock!
It was a concept Peter
NH H7230 & DB313R Discbines ......................... In Stock!
NH Dura-Vee 1225 & 1428 Rakes ...................... In Stock!
had pondered after attending
Krone KW5.52 Tedder, 18’ working width ........... In Stock!
Kemco Inline Bale Wrappers ............................... In Stock!
a calf conference some time
BALERS
NH H7230 & DB313R Discbines ......................... In Stock!
NH RB450, RB460, RB560 ................................. In Stock!
BALERS
ago – a concept that could
TILLAGE
NH RB450, RB460, RB560 ................................. In Stock!
produce additional milk, but
Salford 8208 Plow, 8 Bottom ............................... In Stock!
NH BC5070 Small Sq, 72 Thrower ...................... In Stock!
Salford I-2218, 18’ Vertical Tillage....................... In Stock!
TILLAGE
more importantly, put the
Salford 9809, HD Ripper, 9 Shank ...................... In Stock!
Salford I-4124, HD Vert. Tillage, 24’ .................... In Stock!
cows’ health needs at the
GRAIN HANDLING
GRAIN HANDLING
forefront.
Art’s Way 6530 Grinder Mixer,
Parker 605 Gravity Box ....................................... In Stock!
165 Bu Tank .................................................... In Stock!
FORAGE
“We looked at [dairy’s]
Parker 505 Gravity Box...... ................................. In Stock!
NH FP240, Crop Proc., Tandems........................ In Stock!
counterpart. Beef calves are
FORAGE
MANURE SPREADERS
suckling constantly. How do
Miller Pro 5300 18’ Forage Box, 14T ................... In Stock!
NH 185 and 195 Spreaders ................................. In Stock!
NH FP240 & FR500 Forage Harvesters .............. In Stock!
MISCELLANEOUS
we mimic a natural process
Messer Attachments and Rock Wagons ............. In Stock!
and make it most efÀcient?”
Peter said. “The question
was, did we have enough
time in the parlor?”
SKID LOADERS
SAUK CENTRE
NH L230, Cab, Heat, A/C, Perf Pkg ............................$34,500
TRACTORS
After consulting their
NH L225, Cab, Heat, AC .............................................$31,500
NH TG255, 3350 Hrs, 3 Rmts, Consigned ..................$97,000
dairy team, the Kasellas reNH LS170, Cab, Heat, Hyd. Q-Tach ...........................$19,700
NH 8770, 2WD, 20.8x42 Duals ...................................$49,000
alized this procedure was
HAY TOOLS
NH T7000 Front PTO/3 Point Kit ..................................$6,500
NH 166 Inverter ............................................................Just In!
NH TD5050, Cab, FWA, Loader ..................................$34,500
possible, however, any pen
SKID LOADERS
NH H7220, 9’ Discbine, 540 PTO ................................... Just In!
in the herd could not be in
NH L230, Cab Heat, A/C, Air Seat ..............................$36,900
NH 1411, 10’ 4” Discbine..............................................Just In!
the holding area and milking
NH L220, Cab, Heat, AC, 2 Speed ..............................$31,500
NH 1465, Hyd. Lift & Swing, Nice ..................................$9,800
parlor for more than three
HAY TOOLS
(2) NH 499, 12’ Haybines, 540 PTO ............ Starting at $5,500
NH 166, Extension, Dual Drive & Pickup Wheels..........$6,500
(2) NH 1475, 14’ Haybines .......................... Starting at $3,500
hours each day.
NH 1475, 14’ Haybine .................................................$13,500
Sitrex Rake, 9 Wheel Inline ...........................................$1,800
The Àrst approach to the
BALERS
BALERS
new milking schedule was
NH BR7070, Crop Cutter .............................................$28,900
NH BR780, Auto-Wrap, Standard Pickup ..................... $9,800
NH 664, Auto-Wrap, Twine, 540 PTO .........................$11,900
NH BR780, Net/Twine, Bale Command .....................$17,500
to ensure the fresh pen was
NH RB560, Specialty Crop ..........................................$36,000
NH BR740a, Auto-Wrap, Wide P/U, Monitor ..................$15,400
consistently understocked
NH BR740, Bale Slice, Net/Twine ...............................$17,500
JD 469 Premium, Net, Mega Wide P/U .......................$34,500
TM
with a maximum of 50 cows,
NH 640, Auto-Wrap, Wide P/U ......................................$7,800
NH BR7090, Net Only, Wide P/U ................................$27,900
NH BR 750a, Auto-Wrap, Wide P/U, Bale Ejector........Just In!
TILLAGE
Heidi said.
Vermeer 5500 Rebel, Accu-Tie .....................................$6,700
Salford 8214 Plow, 14 Bottom .....................................$55,500
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JD 327, 30 Thrower, 540 PTO.......................................$3,900
JD 3710, 10 Bottom Plow. ...........................................$42,500
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JD 435, Twine, Bale Kicker ...........................................$5,800
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JD 547, Twine, Bale Ramps, 540 PTO..........................$8,200
Krone EC7500 .............................................................$29,500
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NH 365W Hay Head, 15’, Off FX25. ..............................$5,900
• Increased
they are only away from
of 23%
Krause 8200, 25’ Disc, Cush. Gang ............................$35,500
NH 919A4 CH, 4R-36”, Fits 1915 ..................................$1,750
the pen for a half hour to be
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milked,” she said.
Sudenga 8”x61’, 540 PTO Drive....................................$2,900
NH 195, Hydraulic Drive ................................................$8,900
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Peter agreed.
t
ar
p
A
ll
NH FP230, 27P HH, 3PN CH, KP ...................................$39,500
Berti TA-220 Offset Flail Mower. ...................................$4,500
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“We had to make sure
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Miller Pro 5200, 16’ Rear, 12T Tandem ........................$7,800
4’
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the cows weren’t in the parNH 824 Corn Head, 38”, FP Adapter.............................$4,500
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• 4’x5’ Ro
lor too long. They needed
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TRACTORS
©2016 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved.
NH 155, Splash Guard, New Tire ..................................$7,900
NH TV140, Loader, New Tires ....................................$57,500
sufÀcient time lying down,”
“New Holland” is a trademark registered in the United
MISCELLANEOUS
NH Boomer 35, Loader, FWA,
States and many other countries, owned by or licensed
he said. “It’s hard to do
to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or afÄliates.
Hiniker 5610, RH Discharge Stalk Chopper ..................$7,900
Hydrostatic, 1 Remote, R4 Tires ..................................$19,250
“Equipped For A New World” is a trademark in the
what’s best and make the
United States and many other countries, owned by
JD 4055, 2WD, 1650 Hrs, Sharp .................................$36,900
NH 918 Flail Mower .......................................................$2,600
or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or
Grouser Skid loader tracks ............................................... Call!
timing all work right.”
afÄliates. Pricing valid only at dealerships listed in this
advertisement.
With milking six times
in a day, the fresh cows have
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Gilman Co-op
Creamery

Never take
Farm Safety for Granted!

Always use the correct
precautions as you go about
your daily routines.

STAY SAFE ON THE FARM!

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Make it iaty!
#1 Prior

LITTLE ROCK, MN
PIERZ, MN
320-584-5147
320-468-2168
LASTRUP, MN
320-468-2543

BUCKMAN, MN
320-468-6433

We Salute Farmers & Say Thank You!

DAIRY ST R

PROTECT YOUR FARM
AND YOUR LEGACY.

Your farm is more than a business. It’s your legacy—and keeping the farm in the family is
important. We’ve been protecting farms for over 80 years but we can also provide life insurance
designed to protect those who depend on you. Enjoy the convenience of working with one local
agent to protect everything—your farm, home, auto, and life.
Get a competitive quote at AMFAM.COM/DREAMS or call 1-800-MY-AMFAM.

320-352-6303
www.dairystar.com

Gilman, MN • 320-387-2770
gilmancreamery.com

Center Pivot Irrigation

Sarah Wilczek Agency
American Star Excellence
In Customer Experience
Rice, MN 56367
(320) 393-2460

522 Sinclair Lewis Ave., Sauk Centre

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am to 7:00 pm
Sat. 7:30 am to 5:00 pm | Sun. 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tillage Products

SAUK CENTRE, MN

PIERZ, MN

320-352-6543 • Hwy. 71 South
320-468-2161 • Hwy. 27 West
Store Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5, Saturday Seasonal

www.modernfarmequipment.com

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, American Family Insurance Company,
American Family Life Insurance Company 6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
©2015 006225 – Rev. 2/15

Farming Health & Safety

The hidden danger of farming
Kruschke
recounts lifethreatening
incident with
silo gas
by JENN COYNE
STAFF WRITER

EAGLE BEND – Farming is one of the most dangerous occupations in the
United States, and currently
has the highest rate of occupational fatalities, ahead
of mining and construction, with 22.2 farm-related
deaths per 100,000 workers,
or 480 lives lost each year,
according to the Agricultural Safety and Health Council of America.
Dan Kruschke could
have been a part of that statistic.
On Sept. 26, 2011,
Kruschke was exposed to
nitrogen dioxide while leveling a small silo on the 40cow dairy farm he operates
with his wife, Susan, near
Eagle Bend.
That day still haunts
Kruschke.
“I remember diving
towards the door to catch
my breath,” said Kruschke,
goosebumps covering his
arms. “Unless I got myself
out of there, I was going to
be dead.”
The tower silo had three
loads of silage at the bottom
from two days prior. Before
Kruschke could continue
harvesting, he had to adjust
the chute, which had unevenly distributed the feed.
Entering the silo from
a side door, Kruschke
dropped his wrench and began the trek down towards
the bottom to fetch the tool.
“I started feeling dizzy
and it was hard to breathe,”
Kruschke said. “That’s
when I knew it was silo gas.
I had walked right into it.”
Nitrogen dioxide is the

PHOTO JENNIFER COYNE

Dan Kruschke milks 40 Jerseys with his wife, Susan, near Eagle Bend. Four years ago, Kruschke inhaled silo gas in the midst
of fall harvest.

dangerous result of the ensiling process; a yellow-tinted,
heavy gas that lingers in
the vicinity for up to three
weeks after silage is properly
stored.
With all his might, the
dairy farmer managed to
reach the opening of the silo
towards fresh air.
“I was able to Ànish Àlling the silos, but felt like I
had the Áu or pneumonia,”
Kruschke said. “After going
to the doctor, I was treated
with steroids and realized
what had happened.”
Kruschke suffered from
pulmonary edema, where his
lungs Àlled with liquid.
In relation to other fatal
farm accidents, asphyxiation
or toxic effects from gases is
acute in comparison, but the
effects are equally hazardous
and can occur days after the
initial contact.
The effects of inhaling
the toxic gas would be long
lasting for Kruschke, who
was diagnosed with hypersensitivity and whose con-

ditions worsened after the
farm accident.
“You can look at a tractor and see it’s lacking rollover protection and has a
narrow front end, and know
it’s dangerous,” Dr. John
Shutske said. “Unless you
see the cloudy yellow tint
of nitrogen dioxide against
sunlight, gases are difÀcult
to detect until it is too late.”
Shutske is an agriculture
engineering specialist at the
University of WisconsinMadison, and has 31 years
of experience in farm safety.
While tower silos are
the most common storage
facility where silo gas is detected due to the conÀned
space, any storage facility,
including bags and bunkers,
retains the dangers of nitrogen dioxide exposure for up
to three weeks after initial
storage.
“In other storage systems, there’s generally a
lot more ambient air movement and less risk,” Shutske
said. “Although realistically,

2016 Chevy Malibu
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levels can go from zero to
deadly in a matter of minutes.”
Hydrogen sulÀde, developed in manure, is highly
toxic, and is most commonly the cause of death near a
pit or lagoon.
At low levels, the deadly gas smells like rotten
eggs, but as concentrations
increase, a person’s olfactory nerves go into temporary paralysis, and at 600
to 1,000 parts per million
(ppm), a person will stop
breathing, Shutske said.
“Pits are extremely dangerous and are classical conÀned spaces,” said Shutske.
“Unless a dairy farmer or
employee has to work in it,
they should know this area
is off limits. When work inside of a pit is needed, it’s
always best to work with a
qualiÀed ag service provider who has the right safety
equipment.”
For the majority of the
U.S. workforce, the Occupational Safety and Health

0%

Administration
regulates
conÀned spaces to ensure
worker safety. However,
OSHA has not focused regulatory efforts on smaller
farms with family member
employees in most states;
as a result, many smaller
dairy farms with fewer than
11 hired workers are generally not subject to OSHA actions, Shutske said.
“On all types of farmers, the dangers of conÀned
spaces are the same, or even
greater as compared to other
industries or large farms,”
Shutske said.
If a farmer must work in
a conÀned space, they need
to take the proper safety
precautions – wearing a
self-contained breathing apparatus and other appropriate safety gear, monitoring
the air for adequate oxygen
levels and toxic gases, using ventilation fans, and
being supervised by one or
two other individuals. An
effective conÀned space entry program also includes

training, record keeping,
and insuring that people using respiratory protection
equipment are doing so correctly and safely.
“Manure and silage
storage systems pose the
same threats as conÀned
spaces, such as petroleum
storage tanks,” Shutske said.
Kruschke, now realizing the danger he was in,
takes every precaution when
working around the farm,
especially during harvest
season, from wearing protective gear to creating extra
air movement throughout
the silo.
“I made a mistake. I
went in when no one was
around and it could have
been worse,” Kruschke said.
“Now, no one goes near the
silage or silo room until
it’s safe. If something goes
in the silo, it will come out
eventually. The risk [of retrieving it] is not worth it.”
Shutske agreed.
“Get the proper training,
have all the necessary equipment, and stay away during
deadly times of agitation or
in three weeks after Àlling a
silo,” he said. “Safety needs
to be more than common
sense. It needs to be specific, tangible things farmers
can do on the farm to make
it safer.”
With each year that
passes since Kruschke’s
hair-raising experience, and
with another harvest up
ahead, Kruschke remains
grateful for the second
chance he has been given.
And with precautions,
Kruschke is determined to
never become one of the
480.
“I’ve been farming for
37 years and I love every
minute of it; the shortcuts
have hurt, but I’m smiling
because I’m alive,” said
Kruschke, a tear falling
from the corner of his eye.
“I’m living my dream. I’ll
get to retire someday and
see my grandkids grow up.”
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