
 

 

 

DAVID BENNETT HILL, a Democratic politician who gained a 

national reputation, was born August 29, 1843, at Havana (now 

Montour Falls), New York. He was educated at the academy of his 

native town, and removed to Elmira, New York, in 1862, where he 

studied law. He was admitted to the bar in 1864, in which year he was 

appointed city attorney. Mr. Hill soon gained a considerable practice, 

becoming prominent in his profession. He developed a taste for politics 

in which he began to take an active part in the different campaigns and 

became the recognized leader of the local Democracy. In 1870 he was 

elected a member of the assembly and was re-elected in 1872. While a 

member of this assembly he formed the acquaintance of Samuel J. Tilden, afterward governor of 

the state, who appointed Mr. Hill, W. M. Evarts and Judge Hand as a committee to provide a 

uniform charter for the different cities of the state. The pressure of professional engagements 

compelled him to decline to serve. In 1877 Mr. Hill was made chairman of the Democratic state 

convention at Albany, his election being due to the Tilden wing of the party, and he held the 

same position again in 1881. He served one term as alderman in Elmira, at the expiration of 

which term, in 1882, he was elected mayor of Elmira, and in September of the same year was 

nominated for lieutenant governor on the Democratic state ticket. He was successful in the 

campaign and two years later, when Grover Cleveland was elected to the presidency, Mr. Hill 

succeeded to the governorship for the unexpired term. In 1885 he was elected governor for a full 

term of three years, at the end of which he was reelected, his term expiring in 1891, in which 

year he was elected United States senator. In the senate he became a conspicuous figure and 

gained a national reputation. 
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