
From the Principal, Mark Anderson...

February is sort of a transition month in Arizona where it’s not quite winter and
not quite spring. It’s a beautiful month and reminds us why we live here.
February is a very productive month at Highland Lakes. Teachers continue to
analyze classroom/district assessment data to create standards-based lessons
that meet all students’ academic needs. Along with academics, to ensure we are
developing a well-rounded student, we continue to focus on our students’ social
and emotional needs.

AASA, our state standardized test, will be here before we know it. The testing
window is in April. We are currently working to determine the exact
testing schedule for each grade level. More details will follow soon. Our teachers
and students are working hard to build deep understandings and a focused
knowledge base on state standards and test taking skills. With all this work, we
still have time to celebrate our successes and build enduring friendships.

At Highland Lakes we are so proud to have an incredible staff and community
that work tirelessly to support our students. We are honored to receive an A-
rating that reflects the rigorous and nurturing environment that grows today's
learners into tomorrow's leaders! We have an open door policy, so please call or
come see us anytime. Thank you for all that you do as a parent and have a great
day....or not.....the choice is yours!

February 2024
MAIN # 623.376.4300
ATTENDANCE # 623.376.4390

Mark Anderson, Principal
Danielle Ware, Assistant Principal
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Upcoming School Events

Click for the District
2023-2024 Calendar

February 2024 March 2024
Read-A-Thon
8:45 am PTSO General Meeting
2 pm Kona Ice
2 pm PLC Early Release
6 pm PTSO Zoom Meeting 

2 pm PLC Early Release

8:30 am Bear Buck Store

29
Friday NO SCHOOL SPRING BREAK DAY

2 pm PLC Early Release

9 am PTSO General Meeting
3:30 pm Kona Ice
5pm PTSO General Zoom 

8:30 am Bear Buck Store

Haldi Fundraiser- 10% Off In-Store
or Online

1
Friday12:05 Early Release Half Day

12:05 Early Release Half Day
Parent Teacher Conferences

23
Friday 2 pm PLC Early Release

5pm -7pm Out of This World Dance

Teacher Potluck 
Parent Teacher Conferences

Elementary (K-6)
Parent/Teacher

Conference Sign-ups

Middle School (7/8)
Parent/Teacher

Conference Sign-ups

https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/2660/2023-24%20Instructional%20Calendar%20-%20081722.pdf
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/Domain/2660/2023-24%20Instructional%20Calendar%20-%20081722.pdf
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/ModuleInstance/238667/Spring%202024%20Elementary%20Conference%20sign%20up%20-%20Sheet1.pdf
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/ModuleInstance/238667/Spring%202024%20Elementary%20Conference%20sign%20up%20-%20Sheet1.pdf
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/ModuleInstance/238667/Spring%202024%20Elementary%20Conference%20sign%20up%20-%20Sheet1.pdf
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/ModuleInstance/238667/Revised%20middle%20school%20conferences.pdf
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/ModuleInstance/238667/Revised%20middle%20school%20conferences.pdf
https://www.dvusd.org/cms/lib/AZ01901092/Centricity/ModuleInstance/238667/Revised%20middle%20school%20conferences.pdf
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CELEBRATION

ABC 15 AZ Family12 NewsFox 10

Students celebrating the 100th day of school!  2nd grade did lots of
activities and had a “100 Hershey Kisses” scavenger hunt. 1st graders
visited with the residents of Inspira Arrowhead! Check out the links

below for the news coverage!

https://www.abc15.com/news/region-west-valley/glendale/deer-valley-unified-marks-100th-day-of-school
https://www.azfamily.com/video/2024/01/16/glendale-students-celebrate-100-days-school-style/
https://www.12news.com/article/news/community/valley-1st-graders-dress-as-100-year-olds-spend-the-day-with-seniors/75-2476e996-7aef-4eae-94db-7279fa96c99b
https://youtu.be/SYSLAiW0S9g
https://www.facebook.com/InspiraArrowhead?__cft__[0]=AZUocE0DHpZKQtSx5KU-nZ4R7BWbJcKZQEZUUygptHDnwNIfJ_YY2pyy4AcnKPilypBfCZSK9qu7OzypRugv9ia_5fUlpnbCp6u6Wa_TS5aK4fChmXz0jfMXKjGnCMizm-1qtxGGYHFegZOZuDvolJPizHawb2q0_RU78dQaNnslEea0k2BcKwOpK2DkqwSkYvs&__tn__=-]K-R


In Read 180, middle school & 5th grade students are working on book reports with choice boards.
This intervention helps students grow their lexile levels by incorporating Read 180 whole group
lessons, Software, & independent reading. We have recently added journaling and reading logs so
students can independently choose books of interest and practice their writing skills further. All
students just completed writing essays and paragraphs while responding to a given prompt. Middle
school students have been reading different works of Dystopian fiction, such as The Lottery and
Hunger Games. 5th & 4th graders are currently reading about animal adaptations and inventions.

Students are so excited to "Choose" different book activities to present their book reports to their
Read 180 class! Kindness is our focus for Februrary, so students will be writing letters to family
members, teachers and friends.

READ: 180READ: 180



Anyone big or small can make a difference! The class collected 42
blankets for the Better Piggies Rescue to keep piggies warm during the

colder months as they are very sensitive to cold. The students
researched the sanctuary, its  history and its mission then wrote

reports on their findings.

Mrs. McCormick’s 2nd Grade Class Service Project



Thank you to all the students that donated yarn to the
2024 Elementary Yarn drive. These pictured students are

the winners of some awesome prizes. We can’t wait to
create artwork using the yarn.

  https://www.donorschoose.org/Mrs.Sindelar

https://www.donorschoose.org/Mrs.Sindelar
https://www.donorschoose.org/Mrs.Sindelar


The Middle School Leadership Class has been working hard this year with PTSO to
create activities and incentives for students to be ROARsome every day with

Elementary ROAR Assemblies, Middle School Bear Buck Stores, DSS Competitions
and Quarterly Behavior Rewards including Water balloon Fight and Movie Day.



Congratulations to our ROAR Character
honorees who were recognized for:

 ALWAYS ACHIEVING



Mrs. Slavick 7th Grade 



Professional Learning Community Fridays  

Middle school  Success: January

Teachers have been continuing training with Dr
Harris learning strategies to use in the classroom for
stress, trauma, and resilency.  They have also
completed a suicide prevention training.  In addition
they have been working with their partner school to
create common assessments that align with the
state standards that are being taught.



Before School: 
Hot chocolate 

Dirt For Yert!
Fundraiser for Refurbishing our

School Garden and Tortoise Habitat
so we can Bring Yertle Back to HLS!

Begins Monday, January
29th- Friday, Feb 9th

After School:
Snacks 

$1 a cup 
OR

7- Cup
Punch Card

for $5







Ends March 31st
Junk Removal • Handyman Services

Welding Repairs
Appliance Removal, Garage Clean Outs, Mattress Removal, Furniture

Removal, Trash Removal, Tenant Clean Outs, Faucets, Toilets, Garbage
Disposals, Ceiling Fans, Drywall Patches, Lighting, TV Mounting, Safety

Grab Bars, Caulking, Hanging pictures and mirrors, and more.
https://www.phoenixhandymanandwelding.com

https://www.phoenixhandymanandwelding.com/




Click for Waiver or Scan QR Code

https://waivers.adv.centeredge.io/age-verification?siteid=456e91c2-da90-4745-814c-55238f1c3cc1&returnUrl=https:%2F%2Fktrglendale.centeredgeonline.com


We need volunteers to serve as Board
Members, Committee Chairs and general
volunteers for 2024-2025. 
Nominate yourself or someone else. All
Committee Chair positions can be shared.

2024-2025 PTSO Board Nominations will happen at the March General Meeting on
Friday, March 1, 2024 at 8:45am  and during the evening Zoom at 6pm. 

Elections will be held at the May General Meeting.

Find our more about us on our website.
Questions or to nominate Email:
highlandlakesptso@gmail.com or leave
word in the front office.

http://highlandlakesptso.com/
mailto:highlandlakesptso@gmail.com


www.dvusd.org/hl-yearbook

Elementary Book $30
Middle School Book $40

Go to this Link to Order

http://www.dvusd.org/hl-yearbook


Gym Event Admission
Adults $4
Family Pass (10 punches) $30
DVUSD Employees (with ID) Free 
DVUSD Students Free

Find Game Schedules at
 https://www.dvusd.org/domain/817

REGISTER MY ATHLETE
Before an athlete can participate in
any way they must have all
paperwork completed and on file. 

Go to
https://registermyathlete.com
website to submit all physicals
and other required paperwork
prior to athletic participation. 

There is a $60 participation fee
which is payable online only at 

@HLSathletics 

SPRING SPORTS
Boys & Girls Basketball

8th Grade Tryouts: Monday, February
26th & Tuesday, February 27th
7th Grade Tryouts: Wednesday,

February 28th & Thursday, February
29th

after school from 3:45-5:15ish.
Check in with Mr. Nelson in Gym

Lobby

Track & Field
No Tryout Necessary.

Practice starts Monday, February 26th
after school 3:45-5:15ish.

Follow Us At

https://azdeervalley.intouchreceipting.com

https://www.dvusd.org/domain/817
https://registermyathlete.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HLSathletics
https://azdeervalley.intouchreceipting.com/


C a f e  M a n a g e r  R e n e e  D e n n e r

r e n e e . d e n n e r @ d v u s d . o r g  |  6 2 3 - 3 7 6 - 4 3 1 4  | @ D V U S D N u t r i t i o n

Load up your student(s)  account with lunch funds online at

ezschoolpay.com or drop a check to the front office.

DVUSD i s waiving  all  EZ School App convenience fees

from now throu g h September 30th.

You  can drop off  cash/check in the front office to be

credited to you r stu dents accou nt.  Inclu de you r

stu dents name and nu mber on the envelope.  

PAYING FOR LUNCH
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Breakfast$1. 50

Lu nch$2. 95

Redu ced $0

Get your menu info online!

Go online to myschoolmenus.com 

Go online to the DVUSD website to download a printable

pdf at  https://www.dvusd.org/Page/242

MENUS

Apply online at  www.EZmealapp.com or get a  form from the

front office.  For more information,  contact 623-445-5166.

Students who applied and were approved for meal assistance

and associated benefits  last  school year are eligible for the

same benefits  through 9/11/23,  or a  new application is

processed.  If  a  new application is  not approved by 9/11/23

your sutdent(s)  will  pay the full  meal price until  re-certified.  

FREE AND REDUCED MEAL
APPLICATIONS

Parents now have the option of  ordering  a Birthday Party

Bu cket from the cafeteria!  

The bucket will  be delivered to your student 's  class at  a

designated time and location,  making it  super convenient

for teachers and parents.  Get the online form at:   

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/65635

BIRTHDAY BUCKET

http://ezschoolpay.com/
https://www.myschoolmenus.com/instance/818/district/815/school/6621/menu/32524
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/242
http://www.ezmealapp.com/
https://www.dvusd.org/Page/65635




C O M M U N I C A T I O N
TEXT ALERTS: If you are not receiving text message
alerts from the district office and would like to, just
text the letter “Y” to 68453

POWERSCHOOL: You can access your student’s
grades and attendance records at any time through
Powerschool. Bring your picture ID to the front office
to pick up your password.

ONLINE PAYMENTS AND TAX CREDITS:
Access this through the online payment portal at: 
https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com 

S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T
S E R V I C E S
CHILD FIND: Child Find requirements under 
state and federal law are that all individuals with
disabilities from birth through age 21 be identified,
located, and evaluated for early intervention or
Special Education services. If you know of someone
who may qualify for these services, please encourage
them to call their local school at 623-376-4301 or the
district at 623-445-5000.

H L S  P O L I C I E S

PEST CONTROL
Pest control sparying will occur once a month.

ATHLETES
If you are planning on participating in any sport this
year, you must complete the eligibility requirements
as detailed on our website 
https://registermyathlete.com

SIGNING OUT
To ensure that our academic time is respected, we are
asking that parents do not sign out their children
between 3:15 and 3:30.  Fifteen minutes a day, added
up over a month represents almost a full day of
classes missed. PHOTO ID REQUIRED.

TRANSPORTATION
Any issues or questions with the bus need to go
directly to transportation at 602-467-5096.

PARKING
There is no parking or waiting on 63rd Avenue
from Union Hills to Utopia. If you park or wait on
63rd Avenue, tickets have been issued. 
Please remember that our parking lots get very
hectic in the morning and afternoon. Please do
not leave you vehicle unattended along the curb
at any time. Remember, our main focus is to keep
all of our students safe.
The car pool parking spots are reserved for those
registered with the TRP program. The other
reserved spots were won at school events. Please
use courtesy and do not park in those spots.
It’s against the law to park in the handicap spots
(even for a second) without a handicap parking
permit. Please keep these spots open for families
that need them.
Parents please be considerate of our families that
live close to school and respect our neighbors
when picking up and dropping off students.

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers on campus (including field trips) need to
have training and fill out yearly paperwork.  For all the
details visit: https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering

ATTENDANCE CUTS Program (Court Unified
Truancy Suppression):To encourage and improve
school attendance, Deer Valley Unified School District
has implemented a truancy program in partnership
with Maricopa County Juvenile Court. Highland Lakes
will be tracking attendance very closely. Your child is
expected to be at school every day, unless there is
an excused reason not to be. A student that is absent
more than ten percent (18 days) of the required
number of school days per year is considered to have
“excessive absences” whether the absence is excused
or unexcused. If a student should start a pattern of
excessive absences, you will be contacted by letter or
phone. The education of your child is extremely
important to us. This program is another way of
working with the community to ensure a quality
education for all students. If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free to contact the front office
at 623-376-4300. Please report all absences to the
attendance line at 623.376-4390.

https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com/
https://az-deervalley.intouchreceipting.com/
https://www.dvusd.org/volunteering


Principal: Mark Anderson
Assistant Principal: Danielle Ware

Nurse: Kristina Koan
K-6 Counselor:Jake Epel

7-8 Counselor:Tara Larsen
 

Main Phone #: 623-376-4300
Attendance: 623-376-4390

Nurse: 623-376-4310
Fax: 623-376-4380

 Address: 19000 N. 63rd Ave., Glendale, AZ 85308
Start Time = 8:45AM

Office Hours = 8:00AM-4:00PM
 Mascot: Bears

Colors: Blue & Green

Grade Daily Release PLC Fridays Half Day

KInder 3:20 1:50 11:55

1st - 8th 3:30 2:00 12:05

Highland Lakes School Mission Statement
Preparing today's learners to become tomorrow's leaders through technology,

inquiry, common core standards and global citizenship.

Contact Site for Information Regarding Student Pick up:
Highland Lakes School - 623-376-4300

District Office - 623-445-5000
In case of emergency involving student evacuation, the following site has been 

designated as a relocation site.
Evacuation Location: Deer Valley High School

18424 N 51st Ave, Glendale, AZ 85308         

   The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, or religion in its programs and activities.

mailto:Mark.Anderson@dvusd.org
mailto:danielle.ware@dvusd.org
mailto:kristina.koan@dvusd.org
mailto:jake.epel@dvusd.org
mailto:tara.larsen@dvusd.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=19000+N+63rd+Ave,+Glendale,+AZ&hl=en&sll=34.168218,-111.930907&sspn=9.719684,21.643066&oq=19000+N.+63rd+Ave.+&hnear=19000+N+63rd+Ave,+Glendale,+Arizona+85308&t=m&z=16



