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Give Peas A Chance Community Garden Celebration
by Kitty Mayo
If you've seen someone with armfuls of chard
and kale walking down the road in Finland
lately, likely with a big smile on her face, that's
just Patti Paulsen reaping her bounty from the
Give Peas A Chance community garden. Her
favorite part is stopping by a couple neighbors
to make deliveries along the way home. “It's a
way of sharing what I'm growing,” said Paulsen,
the garden's coordinator.
Into their first harvest year, the community
garden group is extending an invitation to everyone to join them for a celebration this Sunday.

wonderful it is, to see that growing something
like this is possible here,” said Paulsen.
The garden plots were constructed last year,
and all of the ten plots were spoken for, growing tomatoes, herbs, and even flowers seen to
attract hummingbirds and other pollinators.
Paulsen said the constructing of the plots and
the gardening have been a great way to adapt to
community building during the pandemic. She
is interested in generating ideas to expand community gardening in other locations in the area
and hopes people will reach out to her with their
ideas.

Finland's Community Garden is inviting the
public to join their Community Garden Celebration on Sunday, August 22nd, 10:00 a.m.
there will be a garden-themed worship service.
All are welcome to join the lunch and activities being held from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,
with gluten-free and vegan options available.
There will be garden tours, live music, and art
activities for kids and grown ups.
Located behind the Baptism River Community Church at 6768 Highway 1 in Finland, Give
Peas A Chance is sponsored by the Baptism
River Community Church, North Shore AGEto-Age, and the Finland Food Chain.

“We want people to come out and see how

Greenwood Fire Information
Information provided as of press date: August 17, 2021
US Forest Service, Lake County & Minnesota DNR
For Greenwood Fire information, visit Inciweb.nwcg.gov or call 218-499-9441.
For information on closures, visit fs.usda.gov/superior/alerts-notices

Forest Service Closure due to Greenwood Fire. Map by USDA Forest Service.
The Greenwood Fire was detected on August 15, 2021 around 3:00 pm on the
Laurentian Ranger District. The fire is near
Greenwood Lake and approximately 15 miles
southwest of Isabella, MN and estimated to
be around 2,000 acres (as of Tuesday, August
17). Monday, fire behavior was observed to
be extreme with torching and long-range spotting. Aircraft is being used to limit the fire
spread to the north. Full suppression tactics
are being used to reduce fire spread. The fire
is located outside of the wilderness area and
threatens cabins, homes, and recreational sites.
Aircraft flew the area Tuesday morning to get
a better estimate on the footprint. The cause
of the fire is currently under investigation. Fire
crews are suppressing the fire on the ground
and from the air.
The Forest Service, Lake County and the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
are currently in unified command. A Type 2
Team was briefed in Monday evening and assumed full command of the fire on Wednesday morning. There are currently two helicopters, one fixed wing aircraft, eight engines, two
dozers, and two tracked vehicles assigned to
the fire.
WEATHER: Warmer weather and gusty
winds out of the south will continue through
the majority of the week. Humidity levels are
increasing from the weekend and will be
around 30-35%.
SAFETY & EVACUATIONS: Evacuations
are in effect for McDougal Lake, Sand Lake,
the Highway 2 corridor, and just north of Highway 1. The Lake County Sheriff visited ap-

proximately 75 dwellings in the vicinity and
either notified residents of the evacuation area
or left a notice on the door if no one was home.
If you have been evacuated and need resources, please call Lake County Emergency
Management at 773-844-6449. You can sign
up for emergency text alerts and calls from
Lake County at https://www.co.lake.mn.us/
emergency-management/.
CLOSURES: Highway 2 is closed from Forest Hwy 11 to Hwy 1. Highway 1 is closed
from New Tomahawk Rd to Lankinen Rd.
A Forest Service closure is in place across
the forest and into a small portion of the Wilderness across the Kawishiwi, Laurentian and
Tofte Ranger Districts. The forest is implementing a closure in the forest and into a small
portion of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness due to the Greenwood Fire. This
includes all lands, waters, trails, portages, canoe routes, Wilderness entry points, and recreation sites as shown on the map in the closure order. Private property owners can access
private property. State Highway 1 and 2 are
excluded from the order.
AIR QUALITY: The MPCA had issued an
Air Quality Alert for inland Lake County due
to wildfire smoke from the Greenwood Fire
effective through 3:00 p.m. Tuesday. The affected area was limited to areas near and directly downwind of the fire to the north and
northeast. For more information on current air
quality conditions in your area and to sign up
for daily air quality forecasts and alert notifications by email, text message, phone, visit
MPCA’s Air Quality Index webpage at

pca.state.mn.us/air/current-air-quality.
FIRE RESTRICTIONS: Due to continued
long-term drought conditions and limited firefighting resources, the Superior National Forest is not allowing campfires or charcoal fires
within the Forest boundary on National Forest lands, including the BWCAW. Propane
devices with an on/off switch are permitted,
including lanterns, stoves, and firepits. Campfires or charcoal fires are NOT allowed at any
BWCAW campsites, backcountry campsites,
or rustic campgrounds, even in designated fire
rings or grates or grills.
The MN DNR activated additional burning
restrictions for areas within state jurisdiction
in Cook and Lake counties, and northern St.
Louis County. Under the additional restrictions, all campfires and recreational fires are
banned and the use of welding devices and
other torches is prohibited when in proximity
to combustible vegetation (unless special permission is granted). The Grand Portage Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa has also restricted
burning on its lands.
Under these additional restrictions, the
campfire and recreational fire ban in Cook and
Lake counties now includes all public and private land. In the backcountry, and at campsites, only gas or propane camp stoves are allowed. Gas and charcoal grills are allowed at
occupied homes, cabins, and resorts. Charcoal
and gas fires must be in devices designed for
grilling. Please see MN DNR Wildland Fire
Information for details at dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/index.html.

