1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Feb. 9, 2025

Paul reminds the Corinthians of his basic proclamation concerning the Lord’s resurrection. All
these things happened according to the scriptures. Beginning with a manifestation to Cephas,
Paul recounts six appearances of the risen Lord to his followers. The last, which must have
taken place several years after the others, gave this former persecutor of the church his
commission as an apostle. Hear now these words from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold
firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our

sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third

day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After
that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of
whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all
the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was
not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that
was with me. Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you
believed.

This 1s the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Luke 2:22-40

In our gospel story the infant Jesus is brought to the temple to be presented to the Lord in
accordance with the law. The time of Mary’s purification is over, and the holy family comes to
offer thanksgiving. Guided by the Sirit, a devout man names Simeon perceives that this is the
hoped-for Messiah. In words that we have come to know as the Nunc dimittis (“Now let
depart”) Simeon foresees that this child will become the promised light to the Gentiles for the
glory of Israel. But he also prophesies that Jesus will be a cause of division, sorrow, and
judgment. The ancient prophetess Anna then adds her testimony. Hear now these words from
the gospel of Luke.

When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is
said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by
the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for
him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying:

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old;
she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she
was eighty-four’ She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and

praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the
child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong; he was filled
with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

This is the word of the Lord. May the reading and the hearing of your word inform our
minds, comfort our souls and guide our feet.



