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Life Changes
But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget
but doers who act-- they will be blessed in their doing. James 1:25
The month of May is often filled with life changes. This is especially true for graduation. Many of our
youth in high school will be moving on to college or a trade school. College graduates will be considering a job, or possible grad school. Now a days, there are graduation ceremonies from preschool, elementary school, and middle school. The graduation signifies a big life change for the student.
I also know that two of my colleges will be retiring in May. These are pastors who will be leaving their
current calls in order to gain more personal time. Yet even in retirement, they both plan to continue
on as interim pastors for congregations with an empty pulpit. Funny thing about this; sometimes
people will get so busy in retirement, they wonder how they had time to work at a job. Retirement is
another major life change that occurs in a person’s life.
There are many other times that we experience similar events; some good life changes and some bad.
Could it be the same in the church? I know there are many who have attended confirmation class at
Salem, and felt that it would be the end of their Christian Education. Once confirmed, they viewed it
as a graduation and felt they didn’t have to bother with the church anymore. To them confirmation
becomes a life change where the church doesn’t matter, instead of a gateway to increased involvement.
I have to admit at one time I had similar feelings when I served on Church Council at St. Matthew Lutheran Church in Davenport. After four years as Stewardship Chair, and two years as Evangelism Co
-chair, I felt I had served my time for the church and was not going back in any leadership role. I likened it to a hitch in the Army; my time was over and now I could return to “civilian” life. Let someone
else carry on the work of the church.
I eventually changed my tune. It came after I attended a Via de Cristo weekend in the fall of 1990.
During that weekend, I felt God’s grace in a very real way. After the weekend, I realized my prior feelings about “retiring” from church work was lame. God had blessed me, and God’s work is carried out
by people of faith. So in a couple of years, I went back on the church council with a different attitude.
That life change led to another one for me in a few years; the call to ministry.
The Bible is very clear. God doesn’t ever stop loving us, caring for us, and watching over us. Faith is
not something you acquire once and then forget. Faith is a gift God gives us, and it’s up to us to grow
in that faith. By growing in faith, we can see the blessings of the church, and the blessings of our relationships with other Christians. Sure, people are not perfect, but that is God’s plan. God’s work is
carried out by imperfect people in imperfect ways, but with God’s presence. So we are to persevere,
as mentioned in the verse from James above, by “being not hearers who forget but doers who act.”
So think about your own growth in faith. Has your faith given you a life change? We never graduate
or retire from the church, for the church give us opportunities to spend time with God in prayer, worship, bible study, meditation, and service. When we do this, we grow closer to God, and more fully
follow the example of our Lord Jesus Christ. This growth gives us another life change, because the life
we find ourselves living out is eternal.
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CHURCH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Thursday, April 12, 2018
Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President Stephanie
Elliott. Minutes from the March meeting be accepted as written.
Pastor’s Report: The Pastor’s report was submitted in writing. March was a busy
month. Attendance for March increased 8% this year over March 2017.
President’s Moment: The Green Team will provide a free-will offering meal after
the annual meeting on June 3, 2018. Reports due to the office by May 14.
Old Business: We received a response from Kone regarding our difficulties with the
elevator. Stephanie Elliott moved that we see if Kone can match the Otis offer for a
maintenance contract. If not, we sign a contract with Otis. Pastor Willers is writing
a special appeal to pay for the new boiler and roof.
New Business: Karen Ege and one other will be the delegates appointed by the
Council to attend the N. Illinois Synod Assembly. I. Higbee requested funding to
attend a convention. After discussion, S. Elliott moved that we regretfully decline.
Concerns at Salem: The leakage around the rose window is getting worse. This
will be further examined. Everyone speaking during services needs to use the microphone for the members of the congregation who suffer from hearing loss.
Committee Reports:
Learning: About 26 youth, from beginners to high school, are participating in the
youth service on April 15th. Also, VBS planning has begun.
Property: The new boiler is working well, and we now have a water meter on it. If
anyone enters the boiler room, they may notice water on the floor, which is the excess water left over from the old, larger boiler disbursing. This will resolve itself.
Extensions for the 3rd floor emergency door by the elevator were ordered. We have
applied to the City of Moline for funds to repair the sidewalk on the west side of
our building. A contractor has looked at the overflow room and is working on a bid
to convert that space into a chapel. The sidewalk in front of the new foyer will need
to be painted this summer. New locks need to be purchase for the Nursery. Mid
American Energy came to do an energy audit. None of the solutions they offered
are required, but they made several suggestion regarding insulation, inefficiency of
the roof units, and 3rd floor LED lighting.
Social: The Summer Picnic will take place at Prospect Park this year. .
Stewardship: Stewardship is working on year-round stewardship and openings
remain for the prayer and committee emphasis offerings. There will be a Midsummer Soiree on June 20 at the Willers’ farm.
Worship: New song books are being donated for greater diversity of music.
Finance: We need volunteers to help at the May 7th Pizza Ranch fundraiser. Times
are 5:00 – 8:30 p.m. Volunteers should arrive by 4:45 for a brief orientation. Everyone else should go eat at Pizza Ranch that night.
Adjournment: Stephanie Elliott moved to the meeting be adjourned at 8:59 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Rita Gustafson, secretary

Witness
open

ATTENDANCE FOR MARCH
5 PM

10 AM

Total

March 31/April 1

42

191

233

April 7/8

34

73

107

April 14/15

24

93

117

April 21/22

31

75

108

Avg. of all services

33

108

141

UPCOMING EVENTS
SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH FUNDRAISER
Date- May, 7 from 5:00-8:30
Location- Pizza Ranch 880 Lincoln Rd, Bettendorf, IA 52722
Bring the whole neighborhood for dinner! Pizza Ranch will be
donating a portion of all money back to Salem, and since volunteers from Salem will be working, Salem will also receive all
the tips. More information coming soon through Facebook,
emails, and flyers. We want to pack the ranch!

Come one, come all to Salem’s annual church picnic on Sunday, May 20
at Prospect Park Shelter by WQAD.
The fun begins at 11:30 with lunch
being served at 12:00. Sloppy Joes
and water will be provided. Please
bring a dish to share, your own table
service and beverage. You might
want a lawn chair. If the diamond is
available we may have a friendly little
softball or kickball game so bring
your equipment. Cross your fingers for good weather and we will see you there!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Vacation Bible School 2018 is approaching! Venture
onto an uncharted island where kids survive and
thrive. Anchor kids in the truth that Jesus carries
them through life’s storms. Join us in an adventure
at Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School on July 9-13
from 9-Noon! Each day at Shipwrecked VBS, kids
travel through hands-on stations that reinforce relevant Bible Points and immerse kids in new adventures. Join the Salem crew and begin looking for
registration forms, volunteer sign-up sheets and the
supply lists in the Auditorium. You can fill out a
registration form (Auditorium) or register online at
vbspro.events/p/salemmoline

YOUTH
Sunday School Church Service
May 20st , 10AM
Sunday school children and their families and friends
are welcome to join us at Salem's 10:00am worship service. This service will include familiar songs and the Beginner's Department, Elementary Department and
Youth will be participating in the worship service.
Please come to help support our youth. After service,
join us for the wonderful church picnic at Prospect Park
in Moline. **There is no Sunday school today, but
please join us for the 10am Worship Service and the
picnic!

Sunday School Hand Chimes
We have the opportunity for an "all ages" hand chime
choir to play during worship on May 20. Practices
will be April 29, May 6 (&May 13 if needed) during Sunday school. It is very important your child is there to
practice the song. We will also have a practice the
morning of May 20th time to be announced.

Blessing of Driver's Licenses and Permits
Teens bring your new Driver's Licenses or Permits and/
or car keys to the 10AM worship service on May 20th to
be blessed. Earning a driver's permit or license is a big
step in a young person's life. Join us as we bless these
young people as they grow and step into new responsibilities.

Sunday School News, 8:45AM
Beginner’s Department (ages 0-3) is
full of energy! Come and join us each
Sunday morning in the Nursery at
8:45AM.

Elementary Sunday School (ages 46th grade) In May, we have fun Bible
lessons that as well as on May 13, we
will focus on Mother’s Day. Also, we
will be preparing for an May 20 Sunday School worship service and have
some hand chimes thrown in.
Jr. High/High SUNDAY'S COOL!
(7th thru 12th grade)
We have hands-on learning of God's
word. Also, we will be preparing for a
May 20 Sunday School worship service.

Wednesday Nights
Teen Drop In (6:00-7:00PM) – 7th
grade & Up. Laid back, come as
you are, environment to play
games, ping pong, and just hang
out with friends. Confirmation
Class begins at 7PM.

STEWARDSHIP

John Anderson was named
“Church Basement Man of the Year”
John wears many hats at church. One of his
areas of expertise is gardening. He is seen several
days a week during the summer weeding and watering the flower beds and tomato plants in the
Peace Garden and working in the Victory Garden
which produced many vegetables for congregation
use and soup suppers.
John is very supportive of Serenity Circle.
He can be found working alongside the ladies in
the kitchen. He is an expert at running the dishwasher, cleaning up, and putting dishes away. He
worked with his wife, creating a variety of church
banners, table decorations and centerpieces. After
his wife’s passing, he continued to help, most recently designing and building campfire centerpieces for the ice cream social.
John is always the first to help out. He quietly does things to help without being asked and
doesn’t look for recognition. John is Salem’s
Church Basement Man.

Did you see the display on the table at the
back of the sanctuary? There are hugs
and kisses there for you! Thank you for
all that you do in this place! The Stewardship Committee has also put together a
PowerPoint presentation celebrating just
some of the ways that Salem has expressed their generosity this past year. It
premiered on April 21st. It's just two
minutes--do take time to find it and
watch! Salem is a generous congregation!
We continue to learn and grow in our faith
-walk, volunteering time, energy, resources, and creativity to reach out, to
nurture, and to share that with which we
have been gifted by our generous Lord and
Savior. We are indeed blessed!
Put June 20th on your Calendar!
Plans are coming together for a fun event
at 6PM, Wednesday, June 20th at the
Willer's Farm! This will be an intergenerational event. Pastor is working on some
ideas. Of course, there will be food-some brought to share, some provided!
And there will be games, activities, and
fellowship. Watch for all the details in
June!
Salem's Midsummer Soiree --Mark your
calendars

PROPERTY
Thank you to those who came out to participate in our Spring Cleaning event:
Larry Bigelow, Jim Kernan, Kathy Hotchkiss, Margie Hulsbrink, June Piff, and Miranda Luder. the auditorium was cleaned
and spruced up, the 3rd floor gathering
room got some attention, the cushions in
the sanctuary had some candle wax removed and the wooden surfaces inside the
sanctuary were oil treated.

TRICKS TO A BETTER SLEEP TONIGHT
Millions of people are chronically sleep deprived and suffering effects of
getting low-quality sleep which can cause diabetes, lowered immune system, cancer, obesity, depression, memory loss, healing impaired, and different diseases. Here are some tips to help you sleep better.
1. Plan ahead if you know you have a big task, event, or event coming up
2. Get some outside time (sun) it positively influences your hormone system.
3. Reduce screen time 90 min. prior to allow melatonin and cortisol levels to become normal, read
book, talk to someone, etc.
4. Shut off the automatic notifications: turn off the visual and auditory cues
5. Caffeine curfew, usually before 2pm
6. Turn the heat down at bedtime. 60-68 degree, use the covers and pajamas instead
7. Warm bath 1 ½ to 2 hours before hitting the sack
8. Aim for getting to bed within a few hours of it getting dark outside. Somewhere between 9 and
11 pm most of the year.
9. Make a habit of getting some sunlight as soon as possible when you wake up. The sun is going
to boost your natural cortisol levels and fully wake your system up. I go out and get the paper
across the street. You could stick your head out the door and say “Good morning sunshine” ,
probably for most just open the curtains or blinds and let the “Sunshine in”
10. Add magnesium rich foods to the diet as green leafy vegetables, nuts, cereal grains, and seafood
helps with deeper uninterrupted sleep
11. One houseplant to improve air quality in your home- I have a Christmas cactus I have had for
over 40 years. Great plant for one that needs very little care, just a drink once in a while when
looking sad and it blooms when it wants to. Always a surprise.
12. Keep work out of the bedroom
13. Blackout curtains
14. Get some activity in during the first part of the day, go for a walk, walk up and down the steps
several times, some basic exercises, go do your shopping at the biggest store, etc.
15. Have a partner or friends to exercise with, do some strength exercises
16. Keep your phone and electronic devices in another room.
17. If you HAVE TO SNACK AT NIGHT try a high-fat low carb snack, NUTS , “Oh nuts” that is only
one dietician and I could think of. (overeating at night leads to poor sleep and poor overall
health)
18. NO drinks 3 hours before bedtime.
19. Sleep habits take time to change
20. Get the right mattress. Try it out before buying.
21. Go to bed within 30 minutes of same time each night . Consistency important for your health.
22. Massage can boost your immunity and oh my they do feel good. Try for 1 x a month or more. If
not able then use your own hands or if your partner will oblige for just a few minutes.
23. Ladies, go bra free, study showed risk of breast cancer had half the risk of breast cancer.
24. Men, avoid wearing tight underwear to bed.
25. Bare feet on the ground at least 150 minutes a wk. Maybe time for vacation and walk on the
beach in the sand or walk in the ocean water.
Sleep tight. Melody, Parish Nurse

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
When Words fail, Music Speaks
Music has been an important tradition of Salem Lutheran Church for many years. Handbells
have been a part of that tradition since 1981, when three octaves of Schilmerich handbells were
purchased. An additional two octaves were added in 1982. Since that time, Handbell Choirs have
been a valued assest to the Worship Service.

We presently have two handbell choirs who meet weekly to practice from September through May.
They each also present the Call to Worship once a month during that time, plus participating in
Christmas and Easter services. There are ten members in Jubellation Choir and eleven members
in the Bells of Praise. WE DO HAVE OPEN POISTIONS for additional ringers.
It is my hope that some members of Salem will decide to become Bell Ringers. WE need you!!!
Please give this one some serious thought. There is a sense of fellowship, teamwork, mutual respect, and dependence on each other. Our ulitimate goal is to make beautiful and stimulating
music both to the ringers and the listeners.
“Music is said to be the speech of Angels.” – Thomas Carlyle

Notes from the Organist
Some more Reflections on hymns sung during the Easter Season
(#373) Christ the Lord is risen today, a standard opening hymn for Easter Sunday, was written
by Charles Wesley. And yet surprisingly, his brother John did not include it in his monumental
1780 Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People Called Methodists. The florid notes for the
Alleluias remind us that sometimes singing moves beyond mere words, adding a larger dimension to our praise.
All Greek Easter hymns (#363 Come, you faithful raise the strain) include references to the Song
of Moses (Exodus 15), which is the lesson for the second Sunday after Easter. Deliverance
through the Red Sea is related to deliverance by Christ from death. This hymn also uses Spring
(the Queen of Seasons) as an allegory of the resurrection. After winter the days grow brighter
and warmer, and Christ the Sun (Son) of Righteousness returns from the grave to bring us new
life and light. For this we give ‘praise undying’.
Cyril Alington , chaplain to the king of England, wrote the text for the Easter hymn Good Christian Friends (aka men), Rejoice and Sing (#385). The lines ‘the life laid down, the life restored’
remind us of the eternal freshness of the Easter message.
The author, Venantius Fortunatus, of (#394) Hail thee, festival Day, was a poet and traveling
singer who settled at Poitiers (France) and was made Bishop of Poitiers in 599. The original poem had 110 lines on the Resurrection, and was an Easter poem not designed for singing. It is
one of the first to compare the Easter theme to spring and the renewal of nature. During the
Middle Ages, various sections were used for processionals for festival days, using lines 39 & 40
(Hail thee, festival day) as a refrain. (Ref: A. Lovelace)
Soli Deo Gloria (To God Alone be the Glory)

FROM THE GREEN TEAM
Guess what this year’s Earth Day Theme is?
END PLASTIC POLLUTION!
If you navigate to Earthday.org – you will see that the entire country is
uniting to lower our plastic footprint…which improves our human and animal water quality. Your Green Team was ahead of the game in getting you re-suable drink containers for the new year. Please USE them or the container of YOUR choice!
I would like to take it to the next level and share with you two PERSONAL ways I lowered my plastic
footprint, and invite you to do the same.

1. Gathering Basket Idea.
Produce! We all need it…Fresh vegetables and Fruits…and a million plastic bags hanging –
waiting for you to use them – because you don’t want to put your food on that gross conveyer
belt…right? I have a solution for you! I carry a basket with my re-usable shopping bags into
the store with me…and I put all my families green peppers, lettuce, tomatoes, pea pods, artichokes, cabbage, apples, oranges, everything I find in the produce isle into that basket.
When I get to the checkout, the clerk takes out each item, scans it, and puts it back in the
basket or a bag I have right there for that purpose. When I get home, I wash them, drain
them, and put them away in my bins without having to unwrap each fruit and vegetable. By
doing this, I reduce the number of plastic bags I would otherwise just throw away, least 10 or
12 per trip! It also saves me time. I put all my grocery bags back in the basket – and chuck
the entire basket into my trunk, ready for the next trip.

2. Bees Wrap Idea
I found this amazing new product called Bees Wrap at
Natural Grocers on I 74 and E 53rd st – by the Cinemark)
or purchasable online here https://www.beeswrap.com/
It seems expensive at 10 and 20 dollars, until you compare the price of one year of zip lock bag purchases, because THAT’s WHAT Bees Wrap REPLACES! You do not
need to wrap your food in plastic anymore! Now
you can wrap your foods in natural beeswax – it is
supple, it seals in air, it has good antiviral properties that bees put right in there, and best of all –
you just wash it off, dry it, and use it again and
again… You know when to stop using it, because it
crumbles apart when it is worn out (in about a
year). I bought the bread wrapper (large) and the
Sandwich wrap (smaller, but with an adorable bee
button and string). I love these so much I am
sending my sister a set! Please check these out –
they are very cool, affordable, earth friendly, and
better for YOUR health and our Mother Earth’s!

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
During the season of Lent we are called to return to the Lord with all out heart. Let us pray and
consider taking on a council position,
Available Positions
Council Officers (who might renew) – 1 year terms
President
Conducts meetings and is the lay leader for the congregation
Vice President
Heads the Social Committee and fills in when the President is
absent, and is Social Committee Chair
Witness
Attending to prospective and new members
Property
Maintaining and protecting the church building and property
Worship
Assuring that worship services are conducted
Stewardship
Encouraging members to best use their time, talents and treasures
Auxiliary Committees
- Endowment; Oversee the fund to enhance the mission outreach of Salem
- Nominating; Find nominees for open positions in the council and committees
Thank you and God Bless
Nominating Committee
Jim Kernan
Denise Gidel
Bonnie Caspar
Linda Davidson
CAROLYN HENGST by Justin & Stephanie Fuhr.

LARRY SWORE by Frank & Karen Ege, Margie Hulsbrink.

PAUL HERSTEDT by Shirley Herstedt.

Dear Salem Church,
I wanted to thank you for the timely card you sent
me from the Sunday School children, like Valentines day and Easter Greetings. They brighten up
my apartment.
Marilyn Benson

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10:00 Staff
Meeting
6:00 Diakonia
6:00 Jubellation
Choir
7:00 Bells of
Praise

2
6:00 Adult Christian Ed.
6:00 Youth Drop
in
7:00 Confirmation

3
8:00Maintenance
Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study
6:30 Worship
Committee

4

5
5:00 Worship

6
8:45 Adult Forum
8:45 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service

7
5:00 Pizza
Ranch
7:00 Serenity
Circle

8
9:30 Polka
Band
10:00 Staff
Meeting
6:00 Diakonia
6:00 Jubellation
Choir

9
6:00 Adult Christian Ed.
6:00 Youth Drop
in
7:00 Confirmation

10
8:00 Maintenance
Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study
6:00 Council
Meeting

11

12
5:00 Worship

13 Mothers
Day
8:45 Adult Forum
8:45 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Service

14

15
10:00 Staff
Meeting
12noon Evergreens
6:00 Diakonia
7:00 Bells of
Praise

16
7:00 Confirmation

17
8:00 Maintenance
Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study

18

19
5:00 Worship

20 Pentecost
8:45 Adult Forum
10:00 Worship
Service
Blessing of the
Permits and
Licenses

21
Newsletter
Deadline

22
9:30 Polka
Band
10:00 Staff
Meeting
11:00 Support
Group
6:00 Diakonia

23

24
8:00 Maintenance
Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study

25

26
5:00 Worship

27 Trinity Sunday
10:00 Worship
Service

28

29
10:00 Staff
Meeting
6:00 Diakonia

30

31
8:00 Maintenance
Crew
12noon Pastors
Text Study

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
May

5/6

5/13

5/20

5/27

Readers

Tyler Wilburn

Communion

Wendy HiltonLinda Lundgren, Lin- Ann Miller, Heather
Morrow, Matthew
Jon & Rita Gustafson
da Davidson
Locander
Morrow, Ben Klocke

Assistants
Assisting

Myron Yoeckel

Rene Robinson

Nancy Patterson

Acolyte

Kaitlyn Wilburn

Austin Engels

Altar Flowers

Roger & Linda
Lundgren

Beth Tagtmeier

Minister

Children’s
Moment

Family Service

TBA

Jim Kernan

Myron Yoeckel

Beth & Kevin

A friend of Salem

Pastor Randy Willers Sally Patterson

Sally Patterson

Pastor Randy Willers

Stephanie Elliot and
Wanda Edwards

Stephanie Elliot and
Wanda Edwards

Stephanie Elliot and Wanda Edwards

Coffee Hour

Altar Guild

Stephanie Elliot and
Wanda Edwards

mAy Birthdays
Aalina Shadden
Tom VanErstvelde
Brooke Anselmi
Ruby Brown
Marian Pope
Nathaniel Gustafson
Chloe Fausett
Ruth Willers
Kathy Hotchkiss
Bailey McChesney
Jim Van
Faye Wallace
Laura Lynn
Jean Steelman
Wendy Hilton-Morrow
Camryn Flippo
Megan Klocke
Jessica Clark
Kaitlyn Wilburn

5/2
5/2
5/3
5/5
5/6
5/7
5/9
5/11
5/12
5/16
5/21
5/21
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/26
5/27
5/28
5/28

Ted Maxeiner
Mike Hardin
Nadyne Stockhecke
Amber Hardin
Erica Hardin

5/29
5/30
5/30
5/31
5/31
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Change Service Requested
Saturday 5:00 pm
Worship with Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship with Communion
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
8:00 am to Noon
Rev. Dr. Randy Willers
309-292-0881
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WELCA Meetings
Naomi Circle: Naomi circle will meet on May 8th 2018 at
1:30 PM at the home of June Piff.
Serenity Circle: The May Meeting has been CANCELED.
Please join us again in June.

EVERGREENS
How many times have you heard
seniors comment that they don’t
know how they ever had time to
work? Seniors often are stressed
out with doctor appointments, tee
times, luncheons, matinees, and
babysitting grandkids. If you are
feeling the stress be sure to mark
your calendar for May 15 when Terry Stambaugh from the Robert Young Counseling Center will discuss the topic of stress. The luncheon at noon includes: chicken
parmesan, cheesy potatoes, vegetable, toss salad, rolls, dessert and
coffee. Sign up in the narthex for this $7 meal.

