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Sunday Services 

Bethel 
9:15 AM Sunday School 

10:00 AM Coffee/Fellowship 

10:30 AM Service 

11:30 AM Coffee/Fellowship 

  

 Bolan 
9:10 AM Service 

10:00 AM Coffee/Fellowship  

Notes from Bethel Finance committee.  
  
Phillippians 4:13  I can do all things 
through Christ which strengthens 
me.   This Bible scripture is very power-
ful and our continued prayers and 
church family helps make things possi-
ble in our church.  In order to meet our 
projected budget for 2018, we need to 
collect $3,200.00 weekly.  As of Sep-
tember 16

th
, our offerings have been 

$97,370.64.  This is 38 weeks into the 
year and the estimated giving should be 
$121,600.00.  We have one quarter left 
in the year to meet our budget.  Our 
committee met in September and were 
able to pay some more of our obligation 
to the church conference.  May God 
bless each and every one of you and 
help us have a safe and bountiful har-
vest.  
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October 15th 

   The  
Messenger 
òSharing the Good Newsó 

 Look for a letter coming to you 
soon Re: Bible Sunday on October 
21st. This is the time we give out 
Bibles to Third Graders who     
participate in our   
congregational      
ministry. Be looking 
for more information 
coming soon. 

Frog and Toad costume party 
at Bethel UMC will be       

Sunday, October 28, 2:00-
3:30 PM.  Get your costume 
ready and join us for a 

Toadally awesome time of fun 
and games and a light lunch.       

Children should be             
accompanied by an adult. 
Watch for more information in    

October. 

September 9th was Rally Sunday and 
it was great to see so many kids back 
after the summer. We would like to 
thank everyone that helped to put in 
together and cook the meal. And also 
to thank the teachers for their part in 
help our youth grow in faith. For over 200 years people have 
passed on their faith to their children in this setting.       
Christians everywhere look back with joy on their Sunday 
School days.  We hope that you can join us for Sunday 
School at 9:15 am this week!    

We are glad to have you back! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Frog+and+Toad+Are+Friends&view=detailv2&&id=53111548F0D925D8BF3E802FE64BEF7761B3E751&selectedIndex=28&ccid=mHRAzqK%2b&simid=607993019938507873&thid=JN.62Ywd8r6Z7GZa0il3hMqlg
http://bolaniowa.com/
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Dear Members and Friends of Bethel and Trinity UMC, 
  
 There comes a time in the life of every pastoral          
appointment when this column has to be written.  It has been 
announced in the United Methodist Churches of Little Cedar, 
St. Ansgar, Bolan and Bethel that Pastor Don and Pastor 
Rhoda will be retiring as of July 1, 2019.  I know this may 
come as a surprise to some of you.  As recently as a couple of 
years ago, I was hoping to stay on for several more years.  
And as recently as last year, I was planning to last until 2020ðwhen I was 70 years old.  At 
that time, and under those circumstances, it seemed to be a reasonable goal. 
 But I will not get there.  In thinking about this for a period of time, I have concluded 
that I did not ñwear outò.  But I did ñwear thinò.  The sad truth is that some things I once did 
easily, I now do with difficulty.  And some things which used to be difficult for me, I cannot do 
at all.  Surely even my best friends and supporters here can see that sometimes I just canôt 
keep up.  So we have decided to retire.  This means things I hoped to do I will not finish.  
And promises I made will not be fulfilled. 

You might ask, ñWhy are you announcing this so earlyò? Some pastoral changes are 
not made public until well into the final year. My response is that studies indicate in cases of 
retirement, United Methodist Churches do the best when they have time to plan. This       
allows the congregation to get ready for the change. It also gives the District Superintendent 
more time to find the proper clergy match.  By letting you know now, I am saying I want to 
give you the best chance to thrive both for the next 9 months AND for the long-term           
future. As long as I am here, we should continue our mission, our ministry, our growth and 
our care for each other.  I want us to receive new members, prepare a confirmation class, 
maintain our ministry with adults and children and keep active our powerful Missions     
Committee. And I want to enjoy the high-quality music ministry that makes us so unique.  In 
other words, I want to LIVE with you and WORK with you till the end of my ministry.  
 Rhoda and I have purchased a condo in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  This home will be about 
10 minutes from the home of our son Tim and his wife Amity.  Other than the decision to   
retire, the decision of where to reside was the toughest call I had to make.  In the end, real 
estate values and driving concerns led us to opt for Cedar Rapids. Our purchase of a      
gas-sipping car was a way of making sure we can make frequent trips to Minnesota without 
harming either our bank accounts or the environment.  While it was tempting to stay closer 
to our recent homes in North Iowa, we realized we would still be 2İ hours from either of our 
children.  And that seemed unwise. 
 Just in case there are those here who do not understand the United Methodist       
system: this is not Pastor Donôs way of asking for more money or less work or more       
support.  That is not the way we do those things.  I have asked the Iowa Annual Conference 
of the United Methodist Church to grant my retirement.  Surely, given my age, they will 
agree to do just that. As a result, work will begin immediately to provide for the future of 
these congregations. That work will be under the direction of our District Superintendent, the 
Rev. Carol Kress. She will work with our Staff Parish Relations Committee on plans to       
appoint a new pastor. 
 Once again, thanks beyond measure for 12 great years.   Godôs blessings on all. 

don 
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If you or someone 
you know is in need 
of prayer, please 
call us at  

(641) 454-2427  
or   e-mail us at: 
betheltrinityumc 
@gmail.com  

and we will be glad 
to add your name to 
our prayers! 

Prayer List for October 2018 

Our Deepest Condolences. . . 

     

To our Military men and women who have lost their lives for our freedom. 

   Another leaf has fallen, another soul has gone. 

but still we have Godôs promises, in every robinôs song. 

For he is in His heaven, and though He takes away, 

He always leaves to mortals, the bright sunôs kindly ray. 

He leaves the fragrant blossoms, and lovely forest, green. 

And gives us new found comfort, when we on Him will lean. 

Amen. 

   We pray that God provides for these families every need 

and surrounds them with His infinite love! 
At Bethel:  
Concerns Prayers for: Rita Vallery, Mary Nagel, Teresa Corell, to the men & 
women in the military serving our country.  

Extended Care: Kenneth & Ruth Benjegerdes, Jennifer Schmidt, Grace   
Narveson, Dorothy Hanna, Lynda Gregory, Virginia Sutton, Eugene      
Shackleton, Millie Black, ðManly Care Center.     

Persons Fighting Cancer: Mariah Barrett, Leman Northway, Harold Parker, 
Jodi Krambeer, Linda Lines, Joe Scherff, Brooke Runde, Anita Smith, Kerry 
& Norm (Chris Smythôs relatives), Tracy Schmidt (sister of Teresa Corell),  
Linda Coonrod, Larry Dixon, Jason Johnson, Colleen Kilburg (mother of  
Jessica Lutz) 

Persons in the Military: Robert Argo in Army.  Stacy Hanna (Lois Northwayôs 
grandchild), Makayla (Oppman) Tucker.   

 
At Bolan: 
 Concerns:   
 
Our Sympathies: to the family and friends of Arlene Blanchard who passed 
on September 1st , Frances Huizel who passed on September 7th,      
Cassie Marie McChesney (Rick Argoôs daughter) who passed on        
September 22nd and Norman Backhaus who passed on September 24th. 

  

Wʍ ˦ʳʶʕ  
ʨ˗wˉyʟ  

ɼˏɵˏʸɧˏʞ Í 
Wʍ ˀhʨʶʕ  
ɶˏʁˏʞ  
f˛rɮeʠ 

 Good Shepard offers             
Telephone Reassurance for 
people who live alone. Any-
one who lives alone should 
contact Good Shepard to 
sign up for a simple phone 
call everyday to 
see if you are OK. 
It is a free service. 
641-424-9085 
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BETHELôS 2018  VOLUNTEERS 

 A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE ASKED TO FILL IN,  

SOMETIMES AT THE LAST MINUTE, AND ALWAYS 

 COME THROUGH FOR YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! 

Bethel & Bolanôs Attendance & Giving 

2018 BETHEL TRINITY 

Sunday Worship Giving Worship Giving 
Sunday 
School 

19-August 109 $ 2,333.00 24 $ 6,447.18  

26-August 117 $ 1,868.00 21 $ 305.00  

2-Sept 111 $ 4,633.00 11 $ 337.00  

9-Sept 154 $1,965.00 22 $ 230.00  

16-Sept 108 $ 1,248.75 18 $ 258.00 27 

23-Sept 139 $ 2,456.96 22  29 

Sign Ups Needed 
We are always looking for new scripture readers, ushers, greeters and particularly families willing to    
provide for fellowship time. You will find these sign up sheets in the narthex. PLEASE help us get these 
filled up and be a part of the worship services. Thank you for your service to our church! 

2018 7-Oct 14-Oct 21-Oct 28-Oct 

Acolytes 
Middle School        

Students   
Middle School        

Students   
Middle School        

Students   
Middle School        

Students   

Bulletin Board     

Fellowship 
Richard & Rita Baird Willrett Family Sarah Kinne Lori Bailey 

Vern & Jan Dannen    

Front Door Roger Sutton  Roger Sutton  Roger Sutton   Roger Sutton  

Scripture Rita Baird Susan Northway Julie Tweeten Marli Backhaus 

Greeters 
Norm & Kay     
Backhaus 

Paul & Connie 
Moretz 

Tweetens 
Rosella Ullstad & 
Sara Innes 

Ushers   Sara Oppman  

Flowers Charlene Hauser 

Communion    
Steward 

Charlene Hauser      

2018 Bethel UMC Summer 

Mowing Schedule (tentative) 
Oct 2 ï 8 -         Sluik   
Oct 9 ï 15 -      Holden          
The schedule runs Tuesday to Tuesday.  If 
you are unable to mow on your scheduled 
week feel free to switch with another vol-
unteer. 
Thanks in advance for your help.  Have a 
fun summer of mowing.  

Dennis Meyer, Trustee Chair 

<ððððWE NEED YOU!                             ððð> 
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Bolan Trinity & Manly Bethel UMC 

Again this year my family and I 
will be participating in the ALS 
walk to raise money for the ALS     
foundation. We will be walking in 
honor of my Dad Roger. Any   

donations can be given or sent to me.  
Thank you Connie Moretz 

Our church secretary Ona VanHeiden and her 
family visited the churches on Sunday,      

September 9th. Her family normally attends    
Scarville Immanuel Lutheran and were able to 
get away for a weekend.  She wishes to thank 
everyone for their warm greetings and Bolan 

for the flowers they gave her.   
L-R Treize, Jareth, Ona, Dale & Teyla 

At Manly Bethel: The Joyful    
Ringers Handbell Choir (for 7

th
-

12
th
 graders) will begin practice on 

Sunday October 7 at 9:00 
AM .  Practice will be each      
Sunday from 9:00ï9:20 AM.   If 
you have questions about this, 
please contact Carolyn Edgar.   

UMW THANK YOU! 
A HUGE THANK YOU!! 

Bethel United Methodist Women would 
like to thank everyone who worked,    
donated food and attended the Chicken 
'N Noodle Supper.  It made it a          

successful evening. 

UPCOMING UMW EVENTS 
  Sunday.  October 7.  9:40 AM  Executive Board Mtg 

  Tuesday.   October 9,  9:00 AM  Willing Workers Circle 
  Thursday.  October 11, 7:00 PM Entre Nous Circle-
Hostesses:  Gwen Shackleton, Charlene Hauser 
October 19-21. Fall Mission U, Marshalltown  

   
All Saints Day is November 4th. 
This is the day we remember our 
loved ones from our  church 
family who have died from Oct.1, 
2017 to Nov.1, 2018. 

What would it look like if the church today imitated Jesusô            
affirmation of the full dignity and God-given potential of all women 
and menðespecially those whoôve historically been assigned to 
the worldôs margins? On World Communion Sunday your giving 
helps to provide scholarships for national and internation-
al graduate students whom God has gifted to learn and to serve.  
Nelson Mandela said, ñEducation is the most powerful weapon you 

can use to change the world.ò  And because the people of The United Methodist Church believe that all of 
Godôs children have been created and gifted to build the kingdom Jesus ushered in, weôre resourcing 
them to do just that. Because of your giving on World Communion Sunday, the most powerful tool to 
change the world is in more hands.  


