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2018 State Championships 
 

Congratulations!  You are the 2018 SkillsUSA South Dakota Gold Medalist 
and will represent SkillsUSA South Dakota in your contest at the National 
Conference in Louisville, KY on June 25-29, 2018. 
  

Enclosed you will find the following contest information: 
• 2018 National Technical Standards  

o General Regulations (applies to all contestants) 
o Specific Contest Technical Standards (applies only to you) 

• Schedules 
o Tentative Conference Schedule 
o Tentative Travel Schedule 

• Information 
o Hotel Fees, Registration and Travel Fees 
o Extra Programs - Service Project,. 

• Forms 
o Conference Registration, Personal and Liability Release form 
o South Dakota Code of Conduct forms 

• Other Items  
o Required items 

 
Thank you and congratulations again.  You are the best of the best in the state 
of South Dakota and we are proud of you! 

 
    

See Back Side 
 



 
 
 
 

State Updates for Nationals 
 
 

Often Times reminders come out after school lets out for the 
summer please sign up for Text Reminders by following the 

information below. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Registration for Nationals  

 

Must 
 

Be submitted to the State Director by  
 

April 28th 
 

Your Advisor must register you using 
the online registration system. 

 
Must use correct, full name, birthdate, Phone number and home address in order to 
see you results after the contest. 
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National Leadership & Skills Conference (NLSC) 

Participant Code of Conduct Form 
  
Participant Name:  Chapter:  
Conference: NLSC  Conference Date: June 25 – June 29 
 

Attendance at any SkillsUSA sponsored conference or activity is a privilege.  The following conduct policies will apply to 
all participants:  students, adults, and any other authorized persons attending the conference.  This form must be signed by 
each student, and the student’s parent or guardian, attending a SkillsUSA conference or activity (including but not limited 
to, conferences, meetings, workshops, etc.) and brought to the conference by the chapter advisor.   
 
Participants shall abide by the rules and practices of SkillsUSA at all times, to and from the designated point of origin of 
the activity.  Participants shall respect and abide by the authority vested in SkillsUSA South Dakota.  Determination of 
penalties for violations will be at the discretion of SkillsUSA South Dakota.  Additional penalties may be imposed by the 
local school district.  
 
The following shall be regarded as major violations of the SkillsUSA Code of Conduct and will result in being sent home 
and not being allowed to participate in any SkillsUSA activities for the remainder of the school year. Determination of 
other penalties for violations will be at the discretion of SkillsUSA South Dakota, the SkillsUSA chapter advisor or local 
school district. 
 
1. Alcohol, drugs, and tobacco:  A student shall not possess, use, transmit, be under the influence of, or show evidence 
 of having used an alcoholic beverage, other drugs, substances or tobacco products capable of or intended, purported, 
 or presumed to be capable of altering a student’s mood, perception, behavior or judgment; other than properly 
 used, over- the-counter pain relievers and medication prescribed by a physician for an individual student and       
    must be on record with the advisor.  Nor shall the student possess, use, sell or transmit paraphernalia  
    associated with drugs, alcohol or chemical substances in any form (including tobacco), at any time, or under any  
    circumstances, on public or  private properties.  All local and state laws concerning personal behavior will be honored. 
 
2. Willful companionship: Being in the willful companionship of someone who violates any portion of the Code of 
 Conduct, or  failing to report any direct knowledge (other than hearsay) of the Code of Conduct violations. 
 
3. Personal conduct:  Conducting acts and/or possession of weapons capable of causing bodily harm or fear of life, 
 defacing or stealing any public or private property (for which financial responsibility will rest solely with offending 
 individuals or their chapter); throwing objects out the window or into the hallway; other serious violations of personal 
 conduct regulations. 
 
4. Private transportation: No driving or riding in a private automobile during a conference, unless accompanied by an 
 authorized advisor (Participants are required to stay at state selected hotels).  Occasionally a chapter advisor, under 
 special circumstances, may allow a student to drive or ride in a private automobile to a conference.  Once 
 driving/riding participant has arrived at the conference site, s/he shall not be in a private automobile again until 
 leaving the site at the end of the conference. 
 
5. Abusive behavior and lewd conduct:  A student shall not engage in any lewd, indecent, sexual or obscene act or 
 expression.  A student shall not engage in written, verbal, physical or electronic activities that may lead to 
 harassment, hazing or bullying.  The use of any harassment against anyone on the basis of race, color, creed, national 
 origin, ancestry, age, gender, sexual orientation, or disability is prohibited. 
 
6. Violations of the student’s school district code of conduct. 
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National Leadership & Skills Conference (NLSC) 
Participant Code of Conduct Form 

 
Should a code of conduct violation occur for the following items, regardless of when exposed, the violating student(s) 
may be sent home and may not be allowed to participate in any SkillsUSA activities for the remainder of the school year.  
Determination of other penalties for violations will be at the discretion of SkillsUSA South Dakota, SkillsUSA chapter 
advisor or local school district. 
  
1. Conference Conduct:  Failing to wear the supplied conference ID badge at all times from arrival at the conference 
 until departure at the end of the conference; leaving sessions prior to their conclusion (except in the case of 
 emergency); failing to attend all general sessions and assigned activities (including workshops, competitive events, 
 committee meetings, etc.) for which a participant is registered (unless engaged in a specific assignment taking place  at   
 the same time). Participants displaying rude or unprofessional behavior during conference sessions or activities 
 will be subject to disciplinary action. 
 
2. Curfew:  Failing to be in your assigned sleeping room from the curfew time designated until 6 a.m.; causing any 
 noise or other disturbance audible by anyone in the hallway after designated curfew time; ordering or receiving 
 any  food after the designated curfew time; causing any other unnecessary disturbance or participating in any other 
 inappropriate activity after the designated curfew time. 
 
3. Failing to abide by the dress regulations established for the conference, as outlined in the Dress Code. 
 
4. Personal Conduct:  Failing to keep adult advisors informed of activities and whereabouts at all times; participating in 
 unapproved social activities; having a member of the opposite sex in a room if no adult chaperone is present or for 
 behavior unbecoming of a participant. 
 
5. Hotel Conduct:  Failing to meet the professional standards of housing facilities; accruing incidental room charges 
 (i.e., phone calls, room service, pay-per-view movies, etc.) without settling the account prior to checkout; moving hotel  
 furniture from rooms (e.g., onto the balcony); failing to follow hotel rules and regulations; inappropriate noise or verbal  
 abuse; and not demonstrating respect for other hotel guests not participating with the SkillsUSA conference. 
 
7. Unregistered individuals are not permitted at SkillsUSA conferences. 
 
8. Cell phones and electronic devices are not permitted at meetings or conference activities, sessions, or competitions.  
 Students may use them during free-time. 
 
9. The chapter advisor shall be responsible for their chapter participants’ conduct.  Participants that do not follow the 
 Code of Conduct may subject their entire delegation to be sent home at the individual’s and/or chapter’s expense. 
 
10. Advisors are responsible for room check.  No group or chapter activities are to be scheduled by advisors after 
 curfew. 
 
11. Participants shall allow SkillsUSA South Dakota, and South Dakota Department of Ed to use conference 
 photographs, video footage, and their names for promotional purposes. 
 
SkillsUSA South Dakota will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, ancestry, age, gender, 
marital status, weight, sexual orientation, or disability.  Any student requiring an accommodation as a result of a disability 
should contact the chapter advisor to arrange such accommodation. 
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National Leadership & Skills Conference (NLSC) 
Participant Code of Conduct Form 

 
As parent/guardian, I have reviewed the Participant Code of Conduct with our son/daughter, and he/she agrees 
to abide by the rules.  The Chapter Advisors and/or SkillsUSA South Dakota has the right to send the 
participant home from the activity, at my expense, provided that he/she has violated the Participant Code of 
Conduct and I have been notified of the violation and transportation arrangements. 
 
The participant has my permission to attend the SkillsUSA South Dakota activity.  I understand the participant 
will be supervised by the SkillsUSA chapter advisor.  I, the parent/guardian, will not hold the school, the 
advisor, the Board of Education, SkillsUSA South Dakota nor the conference staff responsible for any injuries 
while attending or while en-route to and from the SkillsUSA sponsored activity. 
 
In the event of accident or illness requiring emergency medical treatment, occurring while in attendance at this 
SkillsUSA activity, the undersigned parent/guardian hereby authorizes the SkillsUSA chapter advisor to procure 
suitable medical treatment for the below signed participant, and I the parent/guardian will provide for the 
payment of those costs on behalf of the named participant.  I also expect the SkillsUSA chapter advisor to 
contact me by telephone, as soon as possible, if medical services are necessary. 
 
By signing this form I give permission to allow SkillsUSA, SkillsUSA South Dakota, and South Dakota 
Department of Education to use conference photographs, video footage, and their names for promotional 
purposes. 
 

Conference or Activity: NLSC Conference Date: June 25 –June 29,  2018 

School:  

Participant Name:  Date of Birth:  

Address:  

City, State, Zip:    

Daytime Phone:  Cell Phone:  

Emergency Contact:  Phone:  
    

Participant’s Signature:  Date:  

Parent/Guardian’s Typed Name:     

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:  Date:  

        Must be signed by Parent/Guardian if Participant is a High School Student. 

Advisor’s Signature:  Date:  

Principal’s Signature:   Date:  



 
 

What do I need for Nationals? 
1. Proper Clothing 
 A. Official Dress. 

Official Attire for women:  
~ Red SkillsUSA blazer, windbreaker or sweater 
~ White collarless or small-collared blouse or white  
      turtleneck (collar must not extend over the  
      blazer lapel or the sweater or windbreaker) 
~ Black dress skirt (knee-length) or black dress slacks 
~ Black shoes – Flats you will be walking a lot. 

 Official attire for men: 
~ Red SkillsUSA blazer, windbreaker or  
      sweater 
~ White dress shirt 
~ Plain solid black tie 
~ Black dress slacks  
~ Black dress shoes – Not your Daily Boots. 
   

 B. Approved Contest Clothing. See Technical Standards & Clothing Chart 
  ~ Check Contest Standards. This is very strict at Nationals 

 ~ You can download the SkillsUSA Clothing App from this page 
http://www.skillsusa.org/skillsusa-pearson-launch-new-app-skillsusa-championships-clothing-tool-
requirements/ 

 C. Business Casual Polo and Slacks (NOT JEANS) 
 D. Casual Dress – Clothing that meets your schools dress code. 
 E. Optional – Appropriate swim wear for the pool at the hotel. 
 F. Comfortable shoes – You will be walking a lot. 
 
2. Two Copies of Liability Release Form – (It is good idea to have insurance card photo copied on the back side) 
 1 for Advisor, and 1 to have with you at all times  
 

3. Proper Equipment - Check Standards and Updates    
  http://skillsusa.org/competitions/skillsusa-championships/contest-updates/ 
 

4. Money for food and spending. 
       The hotel does have free continental breakfast.  You will need to purchase all the other meals this week.    
       There is food within walking distance of the hotel. There may be some tourist sites to take in.  Like the  
      Kentucky Derby Race Track Museum or the Louisville Slugger Museum. 
 

5. Resume – 1 page resume 
3 hard copies for your resume for your contest. 

 Please attach in an email to the advisor accompanying you.  In case you need more copies while there  
 

6. Packing - Leave extra room in suitcase for TECHSPO giveaways and conference giveaway items. 
 

7. Expectations 
Going to Nationals is a privilege not a right. You are registering for a National Conference, not just a 
contest. You will be expected to attend all meetings, orientations, events, group activities, state 
meetings, State activities. You must follow the rules set out in the SkillsUSA code of conduct, rules of 
your State Director, and School Advisor. 

 
Dress Code for Award Winners to be Strictly Enforced 
PHOTOS OF MEDALIST and industry supporters are used in trade and SkillsUSA publications. It’s important that all 
members demonstrate their professionalism by looking the part. Therefore, the national Board of Directors has ruled that 
all contestants receiving medals at the ceremony must be dressed in Official SkillsUSA attire or SkillsUSA 
Championships work clothing. Winners who are dressed inappropriately will not be allowed on stage. Other attire, 
jeans, T-shirts, shorts, sneakers, boots and sandals are not allowed. Please leave behind any cameras, purses, hats and 
blinking lights. 

See Back Side 



 

Registration & 
Hotel Information                                                       

 
 

 
We will be staying at the Springhill suites Louisville airport. 

820 Phillips Lane, Louisville, Kentucky  40209,   Phone: 502.361.9009      
Each Room is a Suite so in addition to the beds there is also a pull out couch in room also fridge and a microwave in each room. 

 
Rate is: 

 $150.00 Single, Double/day (includes taxes & fees) 
 $150.00 Triple, Quad/day (includes taxes & fees) 

 
Room Rate Per Occupant Per Night:  2 beds plus Pull out Couch 

1 Person in room 2 People in room 3 People in room 4 People in room 5 People in room 
$155 Per Night $77.50 Per Night $51.67 Per Night $38.75 Per Night $31.00 Per Night 

     
4 Night Totals Per Person in room 

1 Person in room 2 People in room 3 People in room 4 People in room 5 People in room 
$620.00 each person $310.00 each person $206.68 each person $155.00 each person $124.00 each person 

 
Conference Fees: 
The National conference registration fee is $150.00 
The State conference registration fee is $70.00 
The State Transportation (Bus) fee is $170.00 

Every registered for the conference will be charged the fee. If you or your chapter choose to make other 
travel arrangements the travel fee is still charged unless the bus is full. This is the only way we can make 
the bus affordable for all schools. 

 
              Total Fees     $390.00 
            Plus Hotel Cost 
 

The dates of the conference are June 25-29, 2018 
Plus there will be travel time 

 
 

 
 



Condensed NLSC Agenda 
This is a tentative, condensed agenda and is subject to change. Please check back prior to conference to check 
for any changes. http://skillsusa.org/events-training/national-leadership-and-skills-conference/agenda/ 
 
Saturday, June 18  
8 a.m. – 10 a.m. Leverage, Activate & Engage registration Pre conference training 
10 a.m. – 5:15 p.m. Leverage, Activate & Engage Pre conference training 
 
Sunday, June 19   
8:30 a.m. – 5:15 p.m. Leverage, Activate & Engage  Pre conference training 
*8 p.m. – Bus leaves from Watertown* 
*10 p.m. – Bus leaves from Sioux Falls* 
 
Monday, June 20 
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Leverage, Activate & Engage 
9 a.m. State Directors’ Meeting 
9 a.m. – noon Alumni Roundtable 
2 p.m. ETA  Bus from Sioux Falls  arrives in Louisville, Ky  
 
Tuesday, June 21 
8 a.m. – 4 p.m. TECHSPO & Career Fair 
8:30 a.m. – 4:45 p.m. TAG Tuesday (Delegates) 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. National Officer Candidate Procedure 
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. Contestant Orientation Meetings 
12 p.m. – 6 p.m. Set up display event, exhibits and check in notebooks 
2 p.m. Joint Delegate Session 
7 p.m. Opening Ceremony 
 
Wednesday, June 22 
7:30 a.m. Leadership contestants report to contest area 
7:45 a.m. Teachers’ Continental Breakfast 
8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. A Call to Action Teachers’ Session 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. SkillsUSA Championships (open to the public) 
8 a.m. – 4 p.m. TECHSPO & Career Fair 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Delegate Meetings 
10:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. SkillsUSA University 
7 p.m. – Champions Festival at 4th Street Live 
 
Thursday, June 23 
7:30 a.m. Contestants report to contest area 
8 a.m. Leadership contests finals 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. SkillsUSA Championships (open to the public) 
8 a.m. – 4 p.m. TECHSPO & Career Fair (indoor exhibits close at 3 p.m.) 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. SkillsUSA University 
1 p.m. Meet the Candidates/Delegate Assembly Business Mtg. 
6 p.m. – 10 p.m. SkillsUSA Night at Kentucky Kingdom 
 
Friday, June 24 
7:30 a.m. State Directors’ Meetings 
8 a.m. SkillsUSA Championships Move-out 
8:30 a.m. State Directors’ Business Meeting 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. SkillsUSA University 
10:30 a.m. Delegate Assembly Business Mtg./Meet the Candidates    See Back Side 
                                                                                                                                                         



    Travel Schedule 
This is an estimated travel schedule 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
June 25, 2018 - Sunday 

The bus will leave Watertown at @ 8pm for Sioux Falls 
 
The bus will leave Sioux Falls @ 10pm for Louisville, KY 
 Load the bus @ Southeast Technical Institute North parking Lot 
 
Approximately 16hr bus ride to Louisville, KY 
 
Estimated Arrive in Louisville 3pm (EST) 

 Register at Hotel 3:30pm 
 State Delegation Meeting 6pm in Hotel Conference Room 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
June 29, 2018 – Friday  

The bus will leave Louisville, KY @ approx. 10:00pm headed home 
 Arrive back to Southeast Tech 2pm (CST) on Saturday 
 

Arrive back to Watertown  4 pm (CST) on Saturday 
 

 
 
Hotel Courtesies 
SkillsUSA members have a nationwide reputation of high standards to uphold. Keep in mind it is our good 
reputation that enables you to take pride in your organization. The following is a list of hotel courtesies and 
suggestions to which your students should give serious consideration: 
 
1. Registered conference attendees should register properly in the hotel and know the hotel room rates. 
2. Registered conference attendees should tip the bellhop when he/she takes bags to rooms (about $1 per bag) 
and when he/she answers room service (15% of price). 
3. Registered conference attendees should tip for meals (15% of price). 
4. Registered conference attendees will not open hotel windows or throw objects out of the windows (an offense 
subject to police action). 
5. Registered conference attendees should also be considerate of other guests in the hotel 
6. Registered conference attendees should consider the stay in their hotel room as being a guest in someone’s 
home and should conduct their behavior in the same manner. Keep the sleeping room neat and clean at all times. 
7. Registered conference attendees are expected to respect and obey hotel security procedures and safety 
regulations including fire alarms, cleared stairwells, security doors and lighting and posted notices must be 
followed at all times. 
8. Code of Conduct and rules established by hotel must be followed at all times. 
9. Hotels may charge for any call from rooms, either to another room in the hotel or outside. 
 
 



 
Special Registration Items 

 
 

Community Service Project 
Friday June 29, 2018 

 
SkillsUSA Alumni and Friends Association will host a community service project.  This day of service will 
involve approximately 300 volunteers.  This is based on 1st come 1st serve basis. 
 
This is an opportunity to have something to do on Friday morning.  With the conference winding down, and 
SkillsUSA South Dakota Checking out of the hotel that day  This might be not only a chance to get involved 
with community service, but have something to do besides sit around and wait for the Closing Ceremonies 
Friday evening. 
 
Please keep in mind that signing up for this activity and being selected, means that you are obligated to 
participate in the community service project.  It does not look good for you, your school, or South Dakota if you 
sign up and do not attend the event.  Again there is a limited number of slots available (300) for the entire 
conference. 
 
Make sure to tell your adviser as they will need to check this box when the register you. 
 
 
=========== 

Give Back to Kentucky by Donating Blood During NLSC 

SkillsUSA will host a blood drive at the SkillsUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference in Louisville, 
Ky. The drive, sponsored by the Kentucky Blood Center, will be held Thursday, June 28, from 9-a.m.-3 p.m. 
The bloodmobile will be parked at the outdoor section of SkillsUSA TECHSPO. 

To schedule an appointment ahead of time, call 800-775-2522. All blood donors receive a T-shirt. Donors 18 
and older will be entered into a summer drawing to win a new car. Note: Donors must weigh at least 110 
pounds, and must be at least 16 years of age with a signed parental permission (form is located on the state 
directors’ site) or 17 years of age without parental permission. A state-licensed photo ID is required at the time 
of donation. 

Your blood donation may be the only match for a patient’s unique need. Please donate so that when your 
specific type is needed, it will be ready to save a life. When you donate with Kentucky Blood Center, your 
blood serves patients in local hospitals.  

 
 
 
 

See Back Side 



 
Notice 
 

All projects, tools, equipment, etc. must be package so that it can be transported to 
in the under the bus storage. If projects like welding sculptures are not properly 
package they could get damaged during the trip. 
 

The bus will be at full capacity, and all the seats are needed to transport people. 
 

Any items you have on the bus will need to fit in your lap or on the floor by your 
feet.  Or they will need to be moved under the bus. 
 
 
 
 
mikeroweWORKS Offers Travel Scholarships for Competitors 
  
The mikeroweWORKS Foundation will again offer scholarships for SkillsUSA student members to attend the 
National Leadership and Skills Conference in Louisville, Ky., June 25-29. This is the eighth consecutive year 
the mikeroweWORKS Foundation, in partnership with SkillsUSA, has offered travel scholarships for 
SkillsUSA members who compete and place first in their state championships and who otherwise would not be 
able to attend the national championships for financial reasons.  
  
This year’s scholarships will focus on high-school and college/postsecondary students working primarily 
toward careers in manufacturing, construction, transportation, electronics and other program areas where a skills 
gap exists; a written application that includes financial need and SkillsUSA involvement. Applicants must also 
provide a recommendation from a SkillsUSA member instructor or state association director.  
  
Applicants need to apply online at: www.skillsusa.org/membership-resources/scholarships-financial-aid/the-
mikeroweworks-foundation-competitor-scholarship/. Scholarship applications must be received by May 15, 
2018 (midnight EDT). Applications submitted after this time will not be considered. 
 
 


