                                             Sardis- the 6th Church of Revelation

              This time period for this church is 1517 AD through Tribulation Period.
Name means - Remnant-A breakaway.

Epistle- (that corresponds with this church)==Romans
Parable=(that corresponds with this church)=Mt 13:44— “The Treasure in the Field.”

This is the Church of the Reformation =(A breakaway from the church of Thyatira ).
Revelation 3: 1-6.
1. Title
v-1-- “The Words of Him who holds the seven spirits of God.”
  -(The Church that came out of Thyatira has drifted away from the seven fold ministry of the Holy Spirit.  These are mainstream evangelical Churches today who do not believe in the Charis gifts, which are found in I Corinthians 12.( Tongues-Healings, Miracles, Interpretation of Tongues, Discernment of Spirits, Word of Knowledge, Word of Wisdom.)
 v-1_ “I know your works, you have a reputation of being alive but you are dead”!
 -( Their works are good.  There are a lot of very good  Christians in these Churches but many do not follow the Scripture.  In many of these Churches the Bible is not taught on an expository level, therefore they are not aware that homosexual activity is wrong, as well as euthanasia,  abortion , pre-marital sex.  Some think sin is low self esteem, rather than transgression of the Word of God.
v-1- “you have a reputation of being alive but-you are dead’!
  -(Life is the characteristic of the Born Again Believer.  Regeneration of man's spirit by the Holy Spirit !)

   =(being dead is indicative of lacking salvation.)
Lets analyze.
  l. They became the state Church of Germany.
-(in 1330 - a man by the name of John Wycliff was born.  He grew up to become a Roman  Catholic Priest, a scholar.  After much study of the Word of God, he began to teach “get back to the Bible.” -(you might remember, the previous Church, Thyatira,  had the Scriptures removed from the laity.  Only the Priests could read and interpret Scripture.  The scriptures were outlawed for everyone else.)
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He also questioned “Transubstantiation,”-(the priest changing the bread and wine into the actual body and blood of Jesus Christ),  and he rebelled against it.  The continual sacrifice of the death of the Lord in every Mass, the Chalice,  etc--( Rev 17 gives a more thorough study of the church of Thyatira. The woman riding the beast.)
Consequently, he was ex-communicated but he was very popular with the  people. Some of his followers were men by the names of  John Hus and Hugh Latimer.  They adhered to his teaching and were burned at the stake.-(Hugh Latimer said “Today  they have lighted a candle that will never go out.”)

In 1483 Martin Luther was born.  He grew up and became a Roman Catholic Priest, a Monk.  -(He used to beat his body because of his bad thoughts, to bring his flesh into submission.  This gave him penance for his sins.—(a chastisement for sinning and forgiveness in order to receive absolution for your sins by a priest.)
 It was said he used he threw an ink bottle against the wall because he thought  he saw the devil.  He fasted for many days and prayed for God to relieve him of temptation. Finally one of his fellow monks told him to read the book of Habakkuk, which means “The Wrestler.”
He came upon the verse “ The Just shall live by Faith,”  a  great verse quoted by Paul a few times in the New Testament.  This brought Martin Luther to his knees and he rebelled against the Catholic Church's teaching, (Thyatira), of meritorious salvation through the Catholic Church. 
His thesis he nailed to the Church at Wittenberg contained  95 challenges to the Catholic Church and the Pope.
In 1517 the Pope replied, “Retract or Die,”and Luther burnt his reply openly in public!
Luther stood his ground.  He made his basis on Solo Scriptorum,(-Scripture Only) !
-(Because of this the Council at the Diet of Worms, (City  was Worms), a new order was created called the Jesuits to protect the Pope.)  Anyone who rebelled against the Catholic Church was killed as a heretic.
In Spain over 1,000,000 Christians were killed.

In Bohemia, 3,200,000 were killed in 1600 AD, because they were Protestants.
Austria & Hungry were full of bloodshed, although they are presently Catholic countries .
Northern Ireland is a left over from these times of war.(they are Protestant while the rest of Ireland is Roman Catholic.)
On May 23, 1995, Pope John Paul 11 asked for forgiveness for the massacre and persecution of the Protestants during and after the Protestation of Martin Luther.
Later on, Martin Luther's Church became the state Church in Germany. It eliminates the need for personal acceptance of Jesus Christ.
2. This Church did not change sufficiently from the customs of Thyatira !
Infant Baptism & Regeneration still occurs.
The ritualism of communion,(Con-substantiation, the bread and wine become the body and blood of Jesus Christ when taken by mouth).  This formality continues at present.
When people leave a Church and have not been brought face to face with Jesus Christ they have been worshiping in a Dead Church!
B.-Commendation---(NONE!!!)
C. Criticism.
-v-2-”Wake up.” -(from the dead.)  An expression which points out to deficiency in teaching!  They lack the teaching of prophesy and separation.  ( they mainly believe A Millennialism.  A view that there is no millennium period specifically noted in the future after Christ returns to earth and remains as Lord of Lords and King of Kings for 1000 years.)
 They are not watching and waiting for Christ to return ! 
v-2-”strengthen what remains” -(an admonishment to key in on the basic teaching, salvation, depravity, and the authority of  scriptures, pre-destination,the Virgin Birth, Deity of Christ,  ect.)-
V-3-”remember what you have received and heard” (-they have removed themselves from the authenticity of the Word of God.)
  --The “Jesus Seminar” made up of supposedly scholars on the left- ( they get together and contemplate if what Jesus said in the Bible is really His words, they have  concluded that all of Jesus’ words have been made up by the writers!)
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There is only one statement they all agree on, “it’s more blessed to give than to receive”! They also believe the book of Revelation is an Allegory!
V-3--says “ Obey it and Repent.” -(This church needs to get back to the Bible !)    

V-3- “if you don’t wake up I’ll come like a thief” (-remember the thief comes at night

and they will be taken to judgment!  -(this church will be  unaware of the Rapture).
They have fallen asleep and are not aware of scripture-(many don’t carry their Bible to Church because they don't use them.)

Another evidence.  This church  belongs to the World Council and National Council of Churches)! 

--(these organizations propose to unite all denominations and  religions together!)- The World Council does not recognize the Deity of Jesus Christ.
D. Exhortation
v-4- “ a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.” -(soil refers to Sin!)
It says “some will be dressed in white,” - (white refers to the Righteousness of God).
1 Cor 5:21 says, we become the righteousness of God when we are Born Again!) Some of these people will be raptured when the  Lord comes for His Bride, but the remaining will be left to  go through the Trib Period, as they are not Born Again.
E. Closure  
v-5- “he who overcomes” -(refers to those who are Born Again.)
v-5 “I will never erase his name from the Book of Life.
Can your name be blotted out of the Book of Life ?
What is Eternal Security ?
The Bible says “we are in His hand and no one can pluck us out !  Why? Because you are committed to Him and He is able to keep what is committed to Him until that Day.  Our salvation in this instance is secure for all eternity.
But you can’t go out and do your own thing because that is not being committed to the Lord.  The bible continues to warn us that habitual sin is contrary to salvation.  That you can’t practice sin and expect to enter into Eternal Life, because there is no repentance for continual sin.  (Repentance is indicative of a Submissive Heart ).
God continues to allow man to go his own way even after an initial response to Salvation.!  Man has a free will.
Blotting out is mentioned for:
1. Sinning against God.-(Ex. 32:33)

2. For not being an over comer.-( synonymous with being Born Again.)

3. Taking away from the Words of Prophecy. -(Rev 22:19)

Anyone who reverts back or goes against God will have his name blotted out of the Book of Life when he dies.
V-6- “ He who has an ear let him hear.”
How many have ears ?  _(Those that understand the danger they are in should analyze their spiritual standing and either 'Wake Up' as they are admonished, or get out of this church and get into a Bible Teaching Church.- See the 6th Church, Philadelphia.)
-(These Churches are usually housed in beautiful buildings  and are full of activities-but are lacking in evidences of  eternal life.!)
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