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New Outdoor Dog Runs Will Boost Exercise

Dr. Arbitter and Brenda Nash

Twelve new outdoor dog runs are under construction
at the Rabun Paws 4 Life animal shelter. Construction
of the dog runs is funded by an anonymous donor
and community contributions. The new facilities will
allow shelter personnel to release as many as 12
dogs at a time to the outside which will permit faster
and more efficient kennel cleaning. In addition, all the
dogs will benefit by increased time spent outdoors
with more space to run and exercise.
The dog runs were designed by long-time shelter
volunteer and supporter, Dick Weber. The design
specifies a carefully landscaped area with sturdy
construction to allow easy cleaning, quick draining
and ‘paw-friendly’ surface materials. The fencing is
specially designed to prevent altercations between
neighboring dogs. In addition, each run features
sun-screened overhead sections to keep the animals
cooler in the summer months.
Construction is being done by contractor, Billy
Dickerson. Completion is scheduled for early June.

Dog Runs In Process
Construction is moving swiftly on 12 new dog runs behind the Rabun Paws 4 Life Shelter

FREE EXERCISE PROGRAM!!
Summer is here and it’s time to get in shape. Join the volunteers
at Paws 4 Life for our free exercise program. No need for fancy
exercise clothes, just a pair of comfortable shoes.
Whether you like to walk or run, we will match you with a friend
to workout with you. In fact, we can match you with several
friends. Remember, you can never have too many friends! Your
exercise partner will be waiting to walk or run with you. Your
new partner will keep you motivated and inspire you to levels
you thought you would never reach. In fact when you leave the
shelter, you will be looking forward to returning.
Our exercise program is open Tuesday through Friday from
10 a.m. until 5 p.m., and Saturday from 10 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.
When you arrive, ask for the volunteer on duty. He or she will
match you with a friend and start you on your program. You
don’t feel like exercising one day. Take a break and just hang out
with your new friend in the volunteer room.
Our walking program helps exercise and socialize our dogs,
teaches them simple commands and improves their adoptability
into a forever home.

Cruisin’ Classic Cars and Cleanin’
the Attic Bring in Donations
The Second Annual “Cruisin’ for Paws” car show was held downtown
Clayton Saturday, April 5th.

Fur Ball Fun
Guest Alicia Alexander and RP4L staffers Heath Hopper and David
Gerrells with Volunteer Carol Osborne enjoy an evening of fine
food, dancing and fundraising at the 2nd Annual Fur Ball.

Second Annual Fur Ball Drives
Fundraising for RP4L
A fantastic dinner, dancing to live music, and
a night of fundraising through live and silent
auctions highlighted the 2nd Annual Fur Ball
Sunday, May 18th.

More than 50 classic cars of all makes and models were displayed and
hundreds of car fans supported the Rabun Paws 4 Life fundraising event In
addition to the car show, the event included a silent auction, raffles, food
and drinks and live music. More than $3,800.00 was raised during the day.
‘Cruisin for Paws’ was sponsored by Clayton auto businesses: Rebel Racing
and Custom Paint; S&S Auto Parts and Fast Lane Lube and Oil.
On the same Saturday, the Rabun Paws 4 Life Annual Yard Sale generated
$1,700 in donations. Held in the Parking lot of Medlink, the sale was
crowded with early shoppers looking for bargains and making donations.
Board Members and Organizers Jennifer Marcellino, Kimberly Martin
and Jenny Wilson filled the parking lot with donated ‘treasures’ that sold
quickly in the early morning. “Just about everything was sold by 10:00 a.m.”
Jennifer said. “Many people added a generous donation to the price of the
yard sale items to help Paws with this fundraiser.”

The Fur Ball is Rabun Paws 4 Life’s biggest
fundraising event and our opportunity to have
a magnificent evening with volunteers and
supporters.
Rabun County’s generous restaurants donated
a delicious variety of food. Featured restaurants
included: The Universal Joint, Ishy’s, The Rusty
Bike, Osage Farms, Lake Rabun Hotel, Tomlin’s
BBQ, McDonald’s, Brown Egg Bakery, Fortify,
Zeppelin’s, Kingwood and Fromage & Other
Fine Foods.
Dancing to the musical talents of ‘Sweet
Charity’s Rockin’ Replay’ was enjoyed by
everyone and especially those who love
classic Rock & Roll from the 50’s through the
80’s. Special thanks to this amazing group of
musicians who donated their talents for the
evening.
The Fur Ball also had many wonderful items
donated for the live and silent auctions. More
than 100 treasures from original art to holiday
vacations were available to bidders. Tops among
the live auction items was a very special dinner
prepared for six people by Chef Jenny Wilson of
Fromage and Other Fine Foods at the charming,
historical home of Cricket Werkheiser. Bidding
for the dinner topped $900!
We truly appreciate the kindness and talents of
the businesses and individuals that gave these
items to raise money to support our mission at
Rabun Paws 4 Life.
If you didn’t make it to the 2nd Annual Fur Ball
you missed out on a great night!

Productive Volunteers
Paws’ volunteers walked adoptable dogs and solicited donations at the Second Annual “Cruisin’ for
Paws” car show and fundraiser in April. Shown from left in front are Steven Jackson and “Lilly” (who
was adopted). Back row from left are Amy Thurmond, Cynthia Jackson and Emma Jackson. The young
volunteers collected $168 in donations for Paws during the event.

True Classics
More than 50 classic cars were
exhibited at the “Cruisin’ for
Paws” car show in April

Rabun Paws 4 Life

Progress Report

As Rabun Paws 4 Life celebrates its second
year of operation, the shelter continues
to lead the way in live-release rates – an
average of 96 percent!

Buddy and Friends
Brenda Nash, center, with Therapy Dog Buddy, entertain and educate a group of
Rabun County school children on proper care of pets throughout the year.

RP4L Community Outreach
Runs All Year Long
Rabun Paws 4 Life’s Community Outreach and Education
program has been running nonstop this year.
Education programs on pet ownership, dog and cat health
and safety and the benefits of spaying and neutering pets
are held continuously year round, Paws will be working with
Rabun County’s Board of Education after-school program in
the fall. Group activities as well as presentations on pet health,
ownership, and safety will be enjoyed. During the summer, our
popular “Dogs and Cats 101” will again be presented at the
Rabun County Library. The classes meet each Tuesday during
June from 4:00 to 5:00 at the library. Everyone is welcome to
attend and as a bonus, Buddy the Therapy Dog will be getting
a bath! Check out our Facebook page or contact the library for
more details.

More than 700 animals have been
adopted, 39 returned to owners and
306 transferred to other no-kill
shelters since we began operation in the
fall of 2012.
In addition, Rabun Paws 4 Life offers
successful low-cost spay/neuter services
twice a month and vaccine clinics in
the spring and fall. On average, Paws
administers more than 200
inoculations to dogs and cats for Rabies,
Bordatella, DHPP and FVRCP at each
vaccine event.

Paws Community Outreach program is also offering individual
pet ownership classes to those who have adopted a
companion animal from Paws 4 Life. New adopters may call
Paws and arrange for a training session. Presentations about
Paws and any subject relating to dogs and cats are available
for your group, business or friends! Call Brenda at 706-4905413 or Paws 4 Life at 706-782-5422 for more information.

New ‘Open’ Cat Room Helps Cats
Adapt and Relax for Adoption

A Pleasant Welcome
Rabun Paws 4 Life’s volunteers work hard to keep the grounds and parking areas of the
Shelter clean and green to provide a warm welcome to potential dog and cat adopters.
Special thanks to Volunteer Kay Sandt for coordinating the grounds-keeping activities.

Rabun Paws 4 Life staffers and volunteers have created
an open Cat Room at the Shelter to foster our cats’
social growth while waiting for adoption. The new Cat
Room includes a large ‘cat tree’ with shelves extending
the length of the room for exercise, cubby shelves for
sleeping and even donated couches to give our cats a
sense of being ‘at home.’ Donations of carpet and paint
were received from Rabun Flooring and Clayton Paint to
complete the open room. Shelter Director Justin Willis,
said, “The cats have shown amazing improvement over
their time out of the cages and have enjoyed every
moment of being free.”
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U Can Help!

													

May, 2014

Rabun Paws 4 Life is committed to the humane treatment and care of lost, homeless and abandoned dogs and
cats in Rabun County.
• Each month, Rabun Paws 4 Life is operating at more than 150% of its Shelter occupancy.
• And yet, each month we achieve a live-release rate of more than 96% of all animals in our care.
• The cost of providing on-site medical care, food, and shelter maintenance and utilities outpaces our income.
• Your donation will help us provide humane treatment and adoption services for hundreds of dogs and cats
in Rabun County.
Please review the enclosed material and make a contribution to support Rabun Paws 4 Life.
Thank you for your help.
Sincerely,

Stephen Arbitter, DVM
Chief Executive Officer
Rabun Paws 4 Life
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