Our text today 


brings us full circle 



to where our time looking at trauma in the nativity story started: 


Herod the Great.  

As we looked at Mary, 


we acknowledged the chaotic time she was living in.  



With an insecure ruler 




trying to prove himself to the world around him 





with great projects 





and ruthless actions to intimidate those around him.  

Our story today 


highlights these characteristics of Herod, 



as it has him welcoming the Magi with a false warmness and hospitality.  



Then having a secret meeting to gather more information, 




and then asking for a full report 





once the child has been found, 






so that he may go and “worship this child” as well.  

The writer of Ecclesisates said there were no new stories under the sun 


and I have watched this same plot played out hundreds of times in various books, 



television shows, 



and movies.


It was the plot of Eva's last book on tape, 



Rescuers Down Under.

At the same time, 


we also have this beautiful story 



that inspired the gift giving frenzy we just had 



and depending on when all the packages gets here, 




are still having.  

There is the great message of 


creation will get you so far in understanding what God is doing.  


But it was consulting scripture with the prophet Micah 



that helped them cover the last 8 miles 



and know where to look.  


Nature by itself if not enough for us to follow God's will.

Underneath these two strains of the same story, 


is the too much 


changing too fast.  



For Herod 




and all the people.  



And for the Magi.

Now for the Magi, 


they seemingly are on a healthy path.  

They have been watching the stars, 


as one of their many duties.  

As was well documented this week, 


they may have seen a conjunction of planets occur 



that told them that there was a King to be born.  

In 3 b.c., 


before Christ's birth,  

Jupiter,


 the King planet, 

aligned with Regulus 


the King Star, 

in the constellation of Leo the Lion. 


Like the Lion of Judah. 

So it was not just a King, 


but the King of Kings.  

Then 9 months later, 


in June of 2 b.c. 

Jupiter aligned with Venus,


 the fertility and virgin planet.  

The wisemen packed their bags 


and got traveling to see this child that had been born.  

6 months later in December, 


the time it takes to travel by camel from Persia to Israel on camel,



at a whopping 12 miles a day, 


Jupiter experienced retrograde motion.  



Where it seemed to stop in the sky 




and then reverse course.  



An optical effect 




from the fact that the earth and other planets 




all orbit the sun at different rates and speed.  



This is God possibly using the planets and knowing who we are, 



to tell us how to proceed.  

We have a long tradition of reading the signs 


and making decisions based on what we see creation doing.  



From when to harvest the garden 




or cover the tomatoes, 



to what slopes are safe to ski on, 



or when it is safe to return to your home beneath a landslide.  


Magi were taking some of that information and drawing conclusions.

They had to be a little nervous as they approached Herod.  


“Hi, we heard you were expecting a baby?!”  

Now for a King that probably had concubines 


and had already killed some of his children and wives, 


or at least he thought he did, 



this news would be disturbing.  


Who is alive 



that I thought was dead.  


Kind of the Snow White scene.  

But with some further inspection and consultation of God's Word, 


the prophet Micah tells of Bethlehem's role in the coming Messiah.  

Herod plays this fairly shrewdly.  


These men could be off their rockers.  



So no need to go myself just yet.  


Let them go and see if they can find this child, 



one of a thousand in Bethlehem.  

If they do, 


come back and tell me, 



then I will go and “worship' him to.  

Herod's plan of worship will not be bringing gifts and offerings, 


but more on the sacrifice vein.

The Magi proceed on with this new information, 


the star reappears


 and leads them to Mary, 



Joseph, 



and most importantly baby Jesus.  

They are able to worship the King of Kings.  


We have the day of Epiphany in a couple weeks, 



to acknowledge that Jesus did not just come for the nation of Israel, 



but for the whole creation, 




for all races and peoples.  


There is joy to be celebrated.  


There are the gifts of gold for a king, 


frankincense for worship 



(it was used on the bread of presence in the temple)  


and myrrh for burial.  

Maybe not intentionally providing these things, 


but the Spirit knew what it was doing.

This pace had to be trying.  


Doing your normal job, 


suddenly traveling for months, 


reaching your destination, 



and then telling the wrong person 




you are there to see the new king, 


ending at a backwater town 



and finding the destination



and more importantly,




the child King of Kings.  

Then, 


being told in a dream to double cross the king of the land, 



they head back home.  

Which brings us to the first coping method for too much 


to fast.  

Go with what God is giving you this day.  


Stars, 


scripture, 


dreams, 



all led the Magi at different points in the story.  

But we often want God to operate in only one way.  


Sometimes, 



because the one way worked out really well that one time.  

But if the wisemen would have told the Herod, 


“I don't care what scripture says, 



the stars are not saying that!” 




they would have missed the baby.  

Remember, 


we have a God who made all creation 


and all creation is at God's disposal to be used to bring about God's Kingdom.  

We need to be ready to change our methods 


or we will incumber the Kingdom.  

We have seen teachers, 


restaurants, 


churches, 


and so many others change the way they do things.  

We as a worshipping body have changed 5 times this year alone.  


Being flexible 


and open to the Spirit's leading 



is a great way to cope with the too much 




too fast.

Herod on the other hand, 


gives us an example of what not to do.  

We are told that Herod was disturbed 


and all Israel with him.  

Herod did not want change, 


for obvious personal reasons.  

But imagine if Herod would have taken a different attitude.  


He could sit around with family and say, 



“Yes, I am Herod the Great. 



Who else do you know that was doing such a good job, 




that they had to bring God himself as a human 





to be able to replace me.”  

Israel may have been disturbed, 


because it is scary times when your leader is disturbed 



and not at peace.  


Especially a volatile one as Herod.  

Both parties would have been at peace 


if they could have embraced the change that came suddenly 


and without warning that happened that day 



and on that night.

My prayer for us, 


as we process all that this year has been, 



is to be ready 



and willing to accept the changes that will come, 


finding joy in them 



instead of being disturbed by them.  

Hopefully in 2021 they will not come as big 


and as rapidly as they did this year.  

But when you find yourself being able to be within 6 feet of others, 


being able to have wider circles, 


being able to hug again hopefully this summer, 

welcome the change 


and live into all of the growth ideas the Spirit has made obvious to you 



during this season of isolation.  

Gather often with brothers and sisters for food, 


hug early and often, 


remember that your job is not a right 



but a blessing, 


and the list goes on.  

Remember that God brings about change 


to shape us into the people we were meant to be.  

He may take us on a wild adventure for months at a time 


or he may call us to change our lives 


by bringing people into our lives, 



without having to leave the comfort of our palace.  

But where you are right now,


not matter how good it is 



is not where God wants you to stay.  

The Magi kept moving, 

Mary and Joseph kept moving,

 Jesus kept moving.  


So why should we think 



we are called to stay the exact same person 



in the exact same place.  


That is not how the Spirit works.  

Let us be ready to follow the Spirit 


via his leading through the world around us, 


scripture, 


or the Holy Spirit speaking directly to us in our dreams.
