
 

 

 

 

 
The above matter has come before the assistant commissioner of the Department of Commerce 
(Department) for a decision on the scope of the environmental impact statement (EIS) to be 
prepared for the Dodge County Wind Project proposed by Dodge County Wind LLC (DCW or 
applicant) in Dodge, Steele, and Olmsted counties in Minnesota. DCW is a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Next Era Energy Resources (NEER). 
 

Project Description 
The proposed Dodge County Wind Project (project) will generate up to 170 megawatts (MW) of 
electric energy at a newly constructed  Dodge County Wind Farm and deliver to the electrical grid at 
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency’s (SMMPA) existing Byron Substation via a newly 
constructed 345 kV transmission line.  
 
The proposed 170 MW Large Wind Energy Conversion System (LWECS) consists of up to 70 turbines 
to be located in Dodge and Steele counties. The LWECS also includes underground electric 
collection lines, a new collector substation, an operation and maintenance building, permanent 
meteorological towers, and gravel access roads.  
 
DCW proposes to construct between 21 and 26 miles of 345 kilovolt (kV) high voltage transmission 
line (HVTL) in Dodge and Olmsted counties to connect the LWECS to the grid.  DCW has proposed 
two possible routes for the transmission line; several segments are common to both proposed 
routes.  DCW proposes to use single-circuit monopole structures with heights of 80 to 140 feet, and 
spans of approximately 400 to 1200 feet between structures.  For the majority of the proposed 
routes, DCW proposes a typical right-of-way (ROW) of 150 feet, with a narrower ROW 
(approximately 75 feet) for portions that are within road ROW.   DCW is requesting a route width of 
1500 feet for the majority of either proposed route, with a wider route width of 3,000 to 4,000 feet 
along certain segments of the proposed routes. DCW anticipates that construction will begin in 
2019, with an in-service date in 2020. 

 

Project Purpose 
DCW has negotiated a 30-year power purchase agreement to sell the entire output of the project to 
the Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (MMPA). With the purchase of the Project’s power, MMPA 
will meet and exceed its Renewable Energy Standard.         
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