BANK 0= ALEX BROWN AND FAMILY
HISTORY TOPIC FOR MAY MEETING

A facinating saga of the Alex Brown family was shared with the SRDHS
membership at the May 18th meeting in Walnut Grove. Frances Brown brought
vignetias of the earliest days of: the family in the United States and
hlghllghts of the founding of the many Brown enterprises; Alex was born
in 18L9 to parents who had: emigrated from Scotland to Portsmouth, New
Hampshire, and. soon, moved to Laurence, Massachusetts, When Alex was nine
his father d:Led leavmg & widow and six children, whe within three years
traveled across the country to San Franeisco, .They returned: to: the east .
coast,. bub:in. 1866. Alex came again to San- Francisco.and went into mest: .
butchering and later-into fruit and produce supplying. : He marrled Kate i
Stanford from Placer county when he was 22 and she was 17.. .. -

In 1080, Alex, Kate, two: ¢hildren, and Alex!s mother, Agnes;. moved to

Halnut, Grove Where they hved in-the hotel, which Mrg., Sharp sold 4o Agnef.»‘

Helen B;:own. The Browns took over the hotel, widened their interests by
reising two crops. of barley on 3830 acres in the Pierson District, egtabe
lished a store with an express offdice which raised enough capltal to. start
& real bank, and prospered in meny other varied endeavorse- : -
. The, speake:r, #rs. Hubert Browm,. provided a #family tree? chart showingm;:
relationships through the generation of Alex's grandchildren, of which, .
her husband was one, She also included parts of letter from these grand-
children which underscored the feeling that- cpntrary to. Al,ex's tremendous;;
drive in the business world,.hse was & "home body.* .
The history of .the Alex Brown: {family, pioneers of the Delta area, .was
particularly 1nterest1ng as it was brought by a member of the Socﬁ.ety
and focused on the fou,ndatmns gf the local, comunlty. £ e
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While ‘on™thai® two=day tour of the Sacramento-San Jo&quln Deltai the mem-
bers of: the California Historical Society viewed the Daa. Loy museum in Locke.
Introductory presentations were given by Maryn Whitney,.Jean Harne, and Ping
Lee, - Refreshments were served st the Locke Christian Center by Kathie Graham
and Mrs,’ Rissell Graham, liembers of the CHS explorgd the economic anc cultural
h:.story of the! c'felta as well as it's current needs and. issues. Also on their
visit the group stopped at the Ditra Dredging luseum in’ Rio. V:Lsta gor 2. discus=
sion of how Ch:_mse lgbor built the earl:,r levees: and hew levees are ma:.n‘bained
today. ‘After a’ ‘picnic Wox lunch on’the lawn of the; Dutrals early 1900's home
the CHS busses traveled by i‘erry to Grand Island to the hlstorlc R:Lver Mans:l.on.

. MUSEUM ;(':REETS INCREASING ‘CROWDS - R

The Dsi sy miseum has this season glready been host_to over 2,500
hrinﬂg the total nmnber of ‘wisttors for four years to over 45,000 people,
Dongtiong, wfﬁch are completely volmtary are up " from preﬁous years, according
to records, '

‘Curretitly Fina Praft is “calling members to staff the site Saturdsys a.nd
Sundays through November, Héursiare 11 a.m. 16 R R o
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ORAL HISTORY
NEW FPROJECT

HOME-GROWK HISTORY

President Kathie Graham proposed
to the Sacramento River Delta Hise
torical Society that new efforts
be made to revitalize the lagging
oral history program. The Society
}ast year purchased equipment to
help with the recording and tran=
scribing of interviews; material
is also available with outlines
for proper techniques in obtaine-
ing the most useful information,

& seminar will- be-arranged when -— -
-~grustee for the-River Delta Uni= . ...

“geverat members “would -Fike" to -have
professmona.l 1nst.ructlon on oral
- histery presentations.

Kathie reminds the mmbershlp,
‘ Miemoirs are here today, but gone

- tomprrow if not recprded, and ue! ve

already loat valuafﬂe memories by

~our 1nact10.n." And"Rio Vista Fire' -

Chiéf Simi statemat‘ the March

SREHS meetlng,v "HHstory is. lpst as
Artifacys canngt, tell |

"'people die;.
“the whole ghory. [The. rlchness of

. Story. and, for that matter,, his-

tory, comes . by way.of personal’ re=

.colleg¢tions=ewithout that, a vala- .

“able part of history is iost.
© Jan Quesenberry, Sally Ooms, ..
and Kandi Korth have offered to
seek mtemews andnbeg:.n the task .
 of typing manuscripts, -Other

needed, -Kathie asks, "iWould you.
like to tell your own story? Dr
help somecne else tell theirs?"
Call today to help preserve all our
history.

HAMILTON
JOINS BOARD

Neil Hamilton of Ric Vista has i
joined the governing board of the
SRDHS, He has agreed to fill the
two year term from Jamiary 1981-
January 1983 which was held by the
late Carel van Loben Sels,..,.."

Neil is well:known throughiout
the delta area from his. involvement
in business and community affairs.

He has served on the Rio Vista
Church Board, for the California
Beet Growers! Association, as... ... ..

fied School District, and in many

. pther positions of responsibility,

The Hamilton family has farmed“‘
near Rio Vista in the Montezuma -
Hills and on Ryer Island for. many
years. !

BOOKS SHARED

‘Tlarence Pratt A1 be deposrb:v
mg with the Sacramento County o
Braneh Library in Walnut Grove a ...
-gollection of hooks on the ‘Deltae.” -
He.would “like *to share bthe many : - .2
volumes he has brought together

- w:l.th others who are interested in

(he history of therarea, ..These

" books will be avallable for rei‘er- ”

- ) .- .‘.. . r
volunteers with enthusiasm are also =~ 00® ¥ork.in the Library,

The Walnut Grove lerafsr has o

- agreed te make shelf.space avail-

gble for other books and-dosuments
on the Delta's history and to be
a centralized resource.

Hr. Kenneth E. Rateliff of )
Rosebdrg, Oregcn,” wouﬂ.d like to koW
if anyone has hea:rd about’ hid family
in the Delths ™ §S Norman 611113
and his’ fa‘bher, Angus' G111is were =
known to have been in “Ehe’ Sutter- A
v:Llle, Granﬂ Island, and Ric Va_sta
ared in the 1850'5.

Aleng with his request for ifim
formation to the’ Society, Mr. Rate
cliff eticlosed two of tHE decids 2
his gredeceﬁso,rs heldw==0ne near;,
Riverside Drivein Sacramentb"énd
the other, a '"arin house rancho",
in Solaho Co;unty. .
to see”the deeds miay contact
Kathie Graham,

lr. Ratcliff would be very in
terested to hear from anyone who
might recognize the Gllllswmne.-

.....

133 Sa,n Sovei Drlve -
Roseburg, Oregon

97470

HELP NEEDED AT MUSEUM

Call Emma Pratt to volunteer to
staff the Dal Loy and lend your
time to support the museum.

‘Anyone wishing

MISC. -

There hawe been 26 new member
. appiications in 1961, and four.
neW'llfe memberships thls year
'A_brlngs ‘the tofal to I3, OF the
charter members 218 are still
‘,actlve in the organlzat;on after
five years. h - Cie
) fhls sprmng the Plttsburgh
'§ch001 District “Vigited the Dal-.
“Loy Museuri 12 times, Thg. chlldren
'have' a picnig, lunch ap Brennan. .
Tstand State Pa¥k and see the Delia
_touns as part of their plapmed
:eXCur81on._ Clarence Pratt has
been in charge of showing ‘the .
exh;blts to the joungsters, (He
'reports ‘that, the hlghllght of each
visit 'is the surpr1se “rald
 Buzzer, “) :

o Among “the ne'w pro,]ects discuss=
ed by the board at’ the May meeting
were--a-beoklet -on historic houses
with drawings by Locke abtist, =
Chris Speneer and an historic site

. map. Ezailk-Wilcox volunteered to

““sheck into thé Betails for hoth

" vértures, A HUGE dutline map will
be brought to thé fall meeting for
members to mark ‘the locations of '
important buildings, events, _and
enterprises.

The loss of three important
society members, Carel van Loben
Sels, Lester Holmes, and Mrs, W.
H, Thisby, is noted with sadness.



