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A message from Pastor David
‘Love at the Ready’, this is a tagline our Conference Minister, Rev. David LongHiggins floated my way as I was coming onboard to be our Disaster Coordinator.
A simple phrase that can mean so much. For our disaster ministries it can include our efforts to have hygiene kits and clean up buckets already available to

send to those affected by tragic and unforeseen circumstances. It could also
represent our disaster ministry volunteers who are willing to go and help as they
are able. Following the tornado that struck Shelby, Ohio on Palm Sunday, I was
able to witness first hand this phrase being put into action. Volunteers from our
conference responded immediately, providing help to those affected. Kits were
delivered, meals were made, hugs were shared, and financial assistance given.
‘Love at the Ready’, in what ways does this reflect who we are and who we can
be as a congregation? For the past six months I have witnessed a variety of
ways in which this church has responded in meeting needs of church members
and people from our community. I have seen meals being made and served, I

have watched hugs being shared and tears being shed in solidarity, and I am
aware of financial assistance given to those in need.
We continue to discern next steps for this congregation. We are undertaking the

work that needs to be done in order to find the right settled minister to come
serve with you. In this period of transition may we continue to keep our eyes
and ears open to the circumstances around and always be a people who has
‘Love at the Ready’.

For the third year in a row, our Church will be holding our Church on the

Square 5K Walk/ Run on Saturday, August 17, 2019.

Registration/ Sign-in will begin at 7am and the race itself begins at 8am.
It is a 3.1 mile walk/ run beginning at our Church, up to behind the middle
school and back.
We will need several volunteers to help with set up, registration/sign-in,
volunteers along the course directing the runners and walkers, timers, etc.
There is a sing up sheet downstairs for anyone interested in volunteering.

The cost this year will be $10 per runner or walker. Day of race cost is $20.
Everyone will receive a participatory medal.
All funds raised will help support the Church’s monthly Free Community Meal.
Claudia Lillibridge will be available after every Sunday service to register people for the race or to
speak with people interested in volunteering. Interested individuals can also register online
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-annual-church-on-the-square-5k-run-walk-tickets59533411035
PLEASE NOTE THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL $1.26 CHARGE IF REGISTERING ONLINE.

Good Shepherd
Christian Church
Community Meal

Annual Plant Sale
Kollman’s Greenhouse
Flats $20.00
10” Hanging Baskets $25.00

April 14 - May 26
Please see Claudia Lillibridge to purchase
vouchers during coffee hour every
Sunday following service.
She will accept cash or checks made
payable to:
First Congregational Church of Twinsburg
Once purchased, you can take the
voucher to Kollman’s Greenhouse and
pick out your flowers.!

4 PM - 5:30 PM
1st & 3rd SUNDAYS OF MONTH
9571 Shepard Rd, Macedonia/Twinsburg

FINANCIAL REPORT
As we discern next steps for our congregation the key areas of membership and finances are being looked at. Our current giving as well as projected forecast will help determine how we prepare our congregation’s
search profile. Our Weekly e-newsletter as
well as our Sunday worship bulletins will
begin reflecting not only attendance, but
also current financial giving and how it relates to church expenses.

Still Speaking

Monthly Devotional
With a Love that Casts Out Fear
John Dorhauer

"Do not live in fear, little flock. It has pleased your
Creator to give you the Kindom." - Luke 12:32
Fear is there to be had. What keeps you from
succumbing to it?
You hear it asked for everywhere you turn. "Fear
the Mexican. Fear the Muslim. Fear same-sex
marriage."
But you are not afraid. What do you know?
Did you believe your sacred text when it told you
that faith, hope, and love abide: that the greatest
of these is love? Did you remember that once
you were a stranger and were welcomed? Did
you remember your Jesus—his believe that the
love of neighbor was the greatest commandment?
Or did you simply accept that nothing in this
world can separate you from the love of God;
and that the God who fashioned you, called you
by name, and abides with you in the shadowed
valleys has given you the Kindom?
If you know that, you know enough. Faith instills
within you an abiding orientation to faith, hope,
and love. In such a soul, fear cannot abide.
I see the wisdom in a teacher who says simply:
"Do not be afraid." Yes, the lilies of the field will
be adorned and the birds of the air will eat. And
how much more does your Creator love you? You
will be well.
And so you do not succumb. You do not fear.
You simply love. And that—well, that is genius.
Prayer

Holy One, can you teach me to love like that, with
a love that casts out fear? This is my humble
prayer. May it be so.
John C. Dorhauer contributed this devotional to Rise Up!
Spirituality for Resistance, a collection of devotionals to
keep you burning bright without burning out, whether
you're leading a justice effort at church or heading out to
join a local protest. You can order Rise Up! from UCC Resources.

Camp Work Week
Interested in spending some time at camp
while helping get it ready for the summer
season?
The week of May 18-24, volunteers will be at
Templed Hills participating in a number of
work projects; light repairs, cleaning of cabins, clearing of trails and more. There are
tasks available no matter what your skills
might be. Participants can come for a few
days or remain the entire week as their
schedules allow. Lodging at camp is provided
and a free will offering will be taken to help
offset the meal costs. This is a great way to
enjoy our beautiful camp and meet some
new friends at the same time. Registration
will be available soon at www.ohioucc.org
You can also reach out to Rev. Zerby to learn
more.
We continue to be
appreciative of
those who help
lead portions of
the worship
services.
Are you interested
in helping?
You are welcome to give it a try for just one
Sunday to see what you think. Readings are
received in advance of the service so those
leading can be familiar and comfortable.
Teenagers and adults of all ages we would
love to have you add your voices.
Let Pastor David know if you want
to learn more.
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9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Service
Good Shepard Comm.
Table 4 pm

5

12
9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Service
Choir Sings

19
9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Service
Good Shepard Comm.
Table 4 pm
26
9:15 Early Service
10:30 Traditional Service
Memorial Service for Jim
Hercik 3:30 pm
FCC community Meal
4 pm

Monday

Trustees 7 pm

6

13

20
Pub Theology
@Mavis Winkles 6 pm
Free Motion Quilters
6:30 pm
27

Tuesday

Scouts 7 pm

Scouts 7 pm

Scouts 7 pm

Scouts 7 pm

7

14
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28

Wednesday

Open & Affirming
7 pm

Soup Supper 6 pm
(Fellowship)
Council 7 pm

Open & Affirming
7 pm

1
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22

29

Thursday

Saturday

11

Friday

10

18

4

9

17

25
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24

Memorial
Service for
Bob Richner
11 am

23

31
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May
Knitwitters & Seekers
10 am

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm

Knitwitters & Seekers
10 am

Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm
30

May Worship Helpers
Lay Readers
5/5 Will Adams
5/12 -

Claudia Lillibridge

5/19 - Gayle Davet
5/26 - Terri Bissell
Ushers
5/5 - Cheryl Hayes
& JoAnne Terry
5/12 - Don & Shari Schultz
5/19 - Ardith Karse
& Bonnie Williams
5/26 - Brook & Deborah Dolfi
childre n’s Sermons
5/5 - Pastor David
5/12-

Claudia Lillibridge

5/19 -

Gayle Davet

5/26 - Terri Bissell

Wednesday
May 15 @ 6 pm
Fellowship Hall
Monday
May 20 @ 6 pm
Mavis Winkles

Meredith & Chris Bambalis
Barbara C (Eleanor Rea’s Sister)
Marty Berger
Kelly Cornell & Family
Lenny Diederich
Makenzie Dougherty
Chad Evans
Betty Eshelman
George & Bess Ficken
Millie Frieling
Phillis Gugliotta
Scott Hernandez
Sally Hickman
Kathryn (Terri Bissell’s friend)
Doug & Claudia Lillibridge
Rev. Tom Long
Vince Miozzi
Paul Munn
Joyce Mincer
Marion Olsen
Ruth Ann Parks (and her family)
Sarah Rea (Eleanor’s Granddaughter)
Marge Roberts
Dottie Oliver
Jill Rothermund (Eleanor Rea’s niece)
Dave Rubinski
Carolyn Rutan
Seth (Terri Bissell’s friend)
Linda Weiner
Lou Ella Kaskey
Ray Berry
Lois Pierce
Martha Harris
Tierra Rhodes
Rachel Smolik

