Amesbury Messenger

July 2018

Community News and Events for the parish of Amesbury

This lead article is by Revd Barry M Davis from Amesbury Baptist Church
Some may have noticed that I have
not ‘been around’ recently so I’m
taking this opportunity to share
with you what I have been up to.
Every seven years in ministry we
are allowed a sabbatical (three
months leave). A time to refresh,
recuperate and restore - away
from our not 9-5 jobs. Like for
many of us it been a tough time
for the Davis’s, and time out was
needed. It’s not meant to be a holiday but rather a time of reflection,
reading books and enjoying a personal time with God. I chose to split my
time by taking the month of May and later in the year October and
November.
While it was needed, I struggled to begin with as I missed the contact with
people at church and those everyday conversations we take for granted. My
fellow minister’s will know that a visit to town or a shop, takes longer than
most because we have those ‘God moments’ with you. It is part of our
ministry to which we enjoy, and as I discovered, I missed.
So what did I do? I read five books, some with more enthusiasm than others.
I cycled 65 miles around the Isle of Wight in one day - if I had a bucket list
that’s now ticked, sooo many hills. I met with a man called Tanas from the
Church Missions Society in Oxford to discuss my Oct/Nov trip to Israel.
However my highlight was to spend four days at a retreat in Ffald y Brenin
West Wales. I don’t think I have had such a time of just God and me. Some of
you may have heard of the book The Grace Outpouring where God has used
Roy and Daphne Godwin to bless their local community by praying blessings
upon them. People from all over the world visit to catch a glimpse of God at
work in this place and want to take this simple method back to their towns
and cities, and speak blessings upon local businesses, farmers, Emergency
services and more.
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Special points of
interest
•

Holiday Clubs to keep the
kids entertained.

•

Concerts for music lovers.

•

Ride and Stride 2018.

Lead Article Continued
There has also been numerous healings – a woman so badly affected by ME was not expected to last the
journey from Cardiff however managed to get to the chapel where she was prayed for and stood up, and
ran and ran and ran. In fact they had to stop her for fear she might harm herself! Even those who took her
there were amazed.
I spent time with two couples from Canada and one from Australia where we shared and ministered to
each other. All of us totally in awe of God’s presence and power in this unexpected part of Wales. Soon our
time was over and we said our goodbyes, pledging to return. A few days later in Salisbury as I came out of
M & S, I felt God say go to the Cathedral. I was only half way up the Old George Mall when I bumped into
my new friends from Australia!
It may be that you need some time out to relax and refresh yourself. You too are allowed to take time out
and I would fully recommend it. It may be that you need to be somewhere with just you and God so that
you can hear His voice over the noise and business of life. But please don’t take too long as you will be
missed. Remember that a hot coal spat out of the fire soon cools down.
It’s nice being back but I look forward to Israel and all that I will see and experience there. No doubt I’ll let
you know. Barry

Joke of the Month
“There will be a meeting of the Church board immediately after the service," announced the Vicar.
After the close of the service, the Church board gathered at the back of the auditorium for the announced
meeting. But there was a stranger in their midst -- a visitor who had never attended their church before.
"My friend," said the Vicar, "Didn't you understand that this is a meeting of the board?"
"Yes," said the visitor, "and after today's sermon, I suppose I'm just about as bored as anyone else who
came to this meeting.”
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Gold DofE success celebrated at Buckingham Palace
Congratulations to Aeron Neale, a member of Amesbury Methodist Church, who attended a presentation in
the gardens of Buckingham Palace, London, where he received his Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award from
guest presenter, David Carr, Land Rover BAR America’s Cup sailor, after sharing experiences with HRH
Prince Edward The Earl of Wessex.
As a member of Wiltshire Scouts Network Aeron fulfilled
the five sections of the Gold DofE Award by volunteering
with Lavington Sea Scouts (Volunteering), becoming a
BCU level 1 Coach in Paddlesport (Fitness), learning piano
(Skill), taking part in a week long residential (Residential)
and planning and undertaking a four day expedition in the
Brecon Beacons (Expedition).
Previously Aeron was
presented with his Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award badge
by Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of Wiltshire, Mrs Sarah
Rose Troughton, at a special Wiltshire Scouts presentation
ceremony.
David Carr congratulates Aeron
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HM Lord Lieutenant of
Wiltshire presents Aeron with
his Dof E Gold badge

Children’s Summer Holiday Club
Come to the Circus
Monday 29th July and Tuesday 30th July 2018. 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The activities
will be held at The Amesbury Methodist Church. Age range: primary (5 to 11 years)
£2 per child per day includes refreshments. Please bring a packed lunch and a named
Carrier bag. Activities include: Crafts, Games, Cooking, Exploring, Quiz.
Please collect an application from:
•

Amesbury Archer Primary School office,

•

Amesbury Primary School office,

•

Christ the King Primary,

•

St Mary and St Melor Church, or

•

Amesbury Girl’s Brigade (the Methodist Church) on Tuesday evenings.

Event hosted by Amesbury Methodist Church and St Mary and St Melor Abbey Church.

Amesbury Foodbank Summer
Holiday Club
Why not join us for two mornings of ‘Free Fun’ at
Amesbury Baptist Church on 22nd & 23rd August from
10-1pm.
Games, crafts, sports and cooking for all primary aged
children and their parents followed by a hot meal
altogether.
If you would like to come along please book by
contacting Lucy Duffy at
lucy.duffy@trusselltrust.org or phone 01722 580173
Please note all children must be accompanied by an
adult.
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Amesbury Town Band’s Summer Concert
Amesbury Town Band’s Summer Concert, led by their musical director
Mr Clive Burroughs, is at Amesbury Methodist Church on Saturday 14 th
July. The band’s repertoire is varied including tunes from the shows,
marches and modern pieces. Informality and fun is the order of the
evening. For this concert we are to go around the world in 80 minutes.
Band members are a blend of youth and experience but none are original
founding members as the band dates back to the 1860s!
If you haven’t heard them play then you are in for a treat.
Tickets are on sale at Amesbury Community Shop (10-4pm), or
telephone 01980 670362 / 01980 623541. Adults £7, Children £4 includes tea and homemade cake.
(Amesbury Methodist Church has a ramp at the front of the Church for easy access)
The Reverend Paul Rees, Minister of Amesbury Methodist Church said “We are delighted that our local
Town Band is returning to our Church for their Summer Concert. They are a wonderful band and we are
really looking forward to welcoming everyone to our Church to hear them. And don’t forget the
homemade cakes as well.”
Make it a date! Buy your tickets now!
Your Ad Here
The Amesbury Messenger is freely available to all
residents and visitors in our parish. In order to
keep it free, we rely on advertising revenue.
Do you have a local business or endeavor which
you would like to advertise?
The Amesbury Messenger is seen by over 500
people every month and is also available online
to a growing audience. Our fees are highly
competitive with other local publications.
For more information about advertising with us,
please see the back page for our contact details.

Do you have something interesting to say? We want to feature your article!
Contact us using the information on the back page.
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Sharing the Peace
With much talk of churches throughout the UK with falling congregation numbers, many church leaders
have been considering how to attract and keep those who turn up to services. Coming into a church for the
first time can be a daunting prospect, and elements of the service itself sometimes may seem too
confusing, especially for those with no previous church experience. At a recent meeting, we found
ourselves discussing the sharing of the peace: greeting our neighbours and friends with a handshake, or
maybe a kiss. But for those new to us, this can seem rather awkward, embarrassing or overwhelming.
Indeed, my husband often finds it a good point in the service to take our toddler to the toilet instead of
having to greet other people, even those who he will happily talk to at other times.

So why do we share the peace?
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20.19-23)
In the Middle Ages the kiss of peace was a solemn moment of reconciliation in which conflicts were
resolved: the community was restored before Communion could be received. Today, when we offer the
peace, we are not so much making peace as accepting the gift of Christ’s peace. When Mahatma Gandhi
died, in his room was a single picture: the risen Christ with the quotation “He is our peace” (Ephesians
2.14). This is a peace which our squabbling cannot destroy. In the beginning God said, “Let there be light”
and there was light. At the renewal of the covenant, God said, “Peace be with you”.
When we offer each other Christ’s peace we are doing more than making up for a cross word. We are
accepting the basis on which we are gathered together. The Greek work for ‘church’, ekklēsia, means
‘gathering’. We gather as an acceptance of the gift of Christ’s indestructible peace. We recognise that we
are here in church not because we are friends or because we enjoy the chummy atmosphere, or because
we have the same theological opinions, but because we are one in Christ’s peace. Accepting the gift of
peace invites us to go out to the stranger, for in
him or her we shall discover God.
Abridged in part from ‘Why go to Church? The
drama of the Eucharist’ by Timothy Radcliffe
(Continuum, 2009).
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Salisbury Chamber Chorus Concert at St Mary & St Melor
Concert to be held at St Mary & St Melor
on 7th July. Tickets £10, including wine
and nibbles, available from members of
the choir and the Community Shop and on
the door.
The 36-strong Salisbury Chamber Chorus,
formed in 2011, is an ensemble with a
difference. Spanning the operatic and
choral repertoires, its hallmark is a
committed, full-bodied sound that brings a
varied programme of music excitingly to
life. Imaginative programming spins
audiences from evenings of opera (Wagner
and Puccini, for example) to new works (last year’s première of McEnery’s Space Time Matter Energy),
via choral classics (Verdi's Requiem) and charity fundraisers (A German Christmas). Its members vary
from professional musicians to gifted amateurs, and come from across Wiltshire, Dorset and Hampshire.

Amesbury Abbey Choir needs you!
Amesbury Abbey Choir is an enthusiastic choir of all
ages. The Choir sings for the Sunday Services,
Weddings, and Memorial Services etc. Also, the Choir
sings as a visiting choir in the Cathedral, and at
Orchardleigh and Tilshead.
The Choir would like to recruit more Sopranos and
Tenors. If you are interested in joining the 30-strong
choir, please contact Alison Malcolm on 01722
710356 or alisonjmwb@gmail.com
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Amesbury Scarecrow Trail
In September the Friends of St Mary and St Melor will again be hosting their popular Amesbury
Scarecrow Trail. For the trail to be a success, we need Scarecrows!
If you would like to made a Scarecrow, let us know by sending a quick email to
Amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com

Ride and Stride
What, in the majority of towns and villages, is the most impressive building? You’ve guessed it: the
church! And Wiltshire, as much as any county, has a rich variety of styles of architecture and historical
features to explore. Ride+Stride provides an ideal opportunity to visit some of Wiltshire’s beautiful
churches either on foot, by bike or on horseback. Most will be open on Ride+Stride Day, Saturday
8th September, and many will have someone to
welcome you with refreshments. If you can at the
same time get friends, family, and church
members to sponsor you, you can make a valuable
contribution to church funds. Half of the money
raised also goes to the Wiltshire Historic Churches
Trust, enabling it to give grants for the upkeep and
enhancement of churches and chapels around the
county.
If you want to take part please
amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com.

Crossword Answers June
Across

Down

4. Einstein

1. Ceremony

8. Cheerleading

2. Unreasonable

10. Requiem

3. Bakeware
5. Buttercup
6. Ambulance
7. Primary
9. Zumba
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July Crossword Puzzle

Across

Down

1. Amesbury Town Band are going around the world in
how many minutes?

2. Jacob’s name after he wrestled with the angel.

4. May be considered a tedious admonition?

3. The choir of St Mary & St Melor are looking for these.

6. A wood of small trees grown for periodical cutting.

5. The shop from whence one can purchase tickets for
the Salisbury Chamber Chorus concert.

9. Three months leave granted to hard-working Baptist
ministers after seven year’s of ministry.

7. Local charitable organisation running a summer
holiday club.
8. The Duke of this city sponsors a popular award for
young people.
10. The theme of the holiday club run by Amesbury
Methodist Church and St Mary & St Melor.
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Regular Services
The Abbey Church of St Mary and St
Melor
Sunday
08.00
10.00

18.00

Amesbury Methodist Church

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
1st Sunday of month—All age
Eucharist (Starting September)
followed by refreshments in the
Wyndham Hall
Evening Service (1st
Sunday only– Choral Evensong,
5th Sunday only - Special Service. )

Sunday
10.30
18.00

Worship with Junior Church
Worship

Tuesday
10.30

Prayer Time

Wednesday
19.00

Bible Study

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of the month)
14.30
Faith and Light

Monday to Friday
08.30
Morning Office
16.00
Evening Office
Wednesdays
11.00
Eucharist, followed by refreshments
in the Wyndham Hall

Amesbury Baptist Church
Sunday
10.30

Amesbury Christ the King Church
Sunday
10.30am

Mass

Wednesday
10.30
12.15-12.30

Monday to Thursday
09.00
Morning Prayer
09.15
Mass

Friday
17.00
18.00
Saturday
17.15-17.45
18.00

Sunday Service
(Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays)

Bible Study
Lunch with speaker
(2nd Wed in the month)

Holy Hour
Mass
Contact information for all Churches can be found
on the back page

Confession
Mass
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The Wyndham Hall is looking for more regular user groups.
Visit www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Wyndham Hall page and like us on
Facebook. Just search “Wyndham Hall”

Regular Groups
Monday
10.30, 17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
14.00-15.30
Memory Café
18.30-19.30
Aerobics, Hula & Pump
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Tuesday
09.30-10.00
Music Bugs
10.00-11.00
MummaBFit
14.00
Archers Songsters
17.45
Girls Brigade
18.30-19.30
Tums, Bums & More
19.00
AA meet
Wednesday
12.00-14.00
Simple Fayre Lunches (fourth Wed)
13.00
Alabare
13:45-14.30
Seated Zumba
14:45-15.30
Zumba Gold
17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
18.00
Tai Chi
19.00-21.00
Amesbury Community Theatre (ACT)
Thursday
09.30-11.30
Noah's Ark (Mums and Tots)
10.00
Mencap
13.00
Yoga
14.00-16.00
Noah’s Playlist Singing Group
19.30
Music group practice
18.30-19.30
Aerobics Plus
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Friday
09.30-11.00
Wyndham Toddler Group
19.00-20.30
Wyndham Youth Club
19.15-20.30
Belly Dancing
Saturday
09.00
Men's breakfast (Second Saturday)
09.00
Women's breakfast (Last Saturday)
10.00-11.30
Coffee Morning
Some groups are subject to change and may only run in term time
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Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
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A little Bit of History
This month is from the June 1910 edition.
Death of the King
This lamentable event has quite eclipsed all the usual topics of our village
life. On receipt of the sad news on the morning of Saturday, May 7, the
funeral bell was tolled, and muffled peals were rung at intervals and the flag
was hoisted at half mast on the church tower. On the following day specially
appropriate hymns were used, and feeling sermons preached by the Vicar. At
the close of both the services the Dead March in Saul was played, the
congregation reverently standing the while.

Amesbury WI Update
Our meeting opened with Jerusalem, then we were introduced to our speaker Dr Jean Mitchell who
talked about ”Wonders Of Coppice Woodland”, Coppice meaning a wood of small trees grown for
periodical cutting.
Dr Mitchell mainly talked about the Hazel and how a coppice woodland works, at present focused on
Dartmoor. It was becoming expensive to import wood from Eastern Europe so woodlands need to be
set up in the UK to produce our own. It gives employment even if on a part-time basis and a skill that is
needed, also workshops on the subject and to make items. Hazel is used for many things like thatching,
stabilizing river banks, furniture, hedging, charcoal and wood fuel to name a few.
The woodland has to be managed so Hazel is cut every 7 to 10 years, it gives a haven for wild life and
plants, but also can be destroyed by rabbits and deer. It is a big challenge to upkeep a Coppice due to
lack of funding, neglect and destruction. It was an interesting talk with the slide show as well, we learnt
a lot with many terms like spars and faggots. A vote of thanks was given by Bridget Duff.
Break followed, then we had our updates on our groups and trips. The Whist ladies won their second
game. The Skittle team were second at the final at Bromham on May 22nd, so well done ladies and a
thank to Ruth Nash for organizing our matches. Walk for wards is on July 1st so thanks to Joan Burden
for organizing our ladies.
Amesbury Carnival was on June 16th and some ladies took part dressed as Pirates. The competition was
won by Maggie Butler; raffle, birthday posies and thanks given to tea ladies.
Our next meeting is on July 12th at Antrobus House, 19.30hrs, unsure of speaker so a surprise in store.
The competition is “A piece of silver jewellery”. We also have David Thomas talk on July 19th all about
“The Crown Jewels”.
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Contact Information
The Abbey Church of St Mary And St Melor & The Wyndham Hall
Fr Darren A’Court
Tel: 01980 259054
Email:
Fr.darrenacourt@gmail.com
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Facebook: @Maryandmelor

St Mary and St Melor
Church Street
Amesbury
SP4 7EU

WYNHDAM HALL BOOKINGS:
Tel: 01980 677244
Facebook: @Wyndham Hall
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Email:
Wyndhamhall@hotmail.com

Amesbury Baptist Church
Revd Barry Davis
Tel. 01980 625255
Email: davis.barrym@gmail.com
Website: www.amesburybaptist.org.uk

Facebook: @amesburybaptist
Amesbury Baptist Centre
Butterfield Drive
Amesbury, SP4 7SN

Amesbury Methodist Church & Hall
Rev. Paul Rees
Tel. 01980 676766
Email: revpaulrees@btconnect.com

HALL BOOKINGS:
Liz Rose
Tel: 01980 623541
Amesbury Methodist Church
High Street
Amesbury SP4 7ET

Junior Church Coordinator
Tel. 01980 623563

Roman Catholic Church of Christ The King
Fr Anthony B. Paris
Tel: 01980 622177
Website: www.amesbury.cliftondiocese.com
Email:
Amesbury.christtheking@parish.cliftondiocese.com

4 Lords Croft
Amesbury
Wiltshire
SP4 7EP

ADVERTISING in the AMESBURY MESSENGER
Advertising in the Amesbury Messenger is easy and can get your business seen by over 500 people. Just go to our
website: www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Amesbury Messenger page and fill out a contact us form.

Amesbury Messenger Enquiries
Editor: Mark Verbinnen: 01980 677311
Email us: amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com

Sally Down: 01980 624085
Website: maryandmelor.com
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