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Tim Allison
Welcome to the Winter edition of the Journal. I hope that you have all
enjoyed your Summer and Autumn and that everything you have planted,
tended or otherwise nurtured has grown and given you great pleasure.
Now is the inevitable time to begin the wrapping up and protective
covering of all the less hardy plants to help them over winter. Bringing
tender plants close to the house, under cover, or in some cases all the way
indoors where they will enjoy the central heating!
Greenhouses lose their shading and gain their insulation, be it bubble wrap
or fleece, to keep the worst of the frost at bay without cutting out too much
of the short daylight hours, that’s a job which is always nice to get out of
the way.
It seems a little early to be mentioning the Christmas season, but it will be
upon us sooner than we realise. So I would like to wish you all the very best
for the festive season, whether you are working during the time, or not, I
hope you all find some time for yourselves and your family or close friends.

Venue:
Entry Deadline:

Show Dates:

The Costessey Centre, Longwater Lane,
Costessey, Norwich, NR8 5AH
6pm on Wednesday 15th November
Entries to be submitted (using the show entry form)
by post or email to:
Mr Ian Roofe, The Cottage, Blofield House,
Woodbastwick Road, Blofield, NR13 4RQ
Tel: 07715364993
Email: showentry@nnhs.org.uk
Staging - Saturday 18th November - 10am till 3.30pm
Open to Public - Sunday 19th November 10am till 4pm
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Lesley Webdale
This was my first venture into undertaking the Show Secretary role for this
society. I wanted to see how we do things and get a bit more information
on our processes to help with the show schedule review. One thing I do
now know is that we could do with an overhaul and update of all our
documents – they get us there but I’m sure there is scope for some
streamlining and modernisation!
Anyway, as the entry deadline approached I began to wonder if it would be
a very small show this time – and then in the last two days we went from
two to sixteen exhibitors and a total of 221 entries. I had already liaised
with the Norfolk Showground to pick up keys for St Walstan’s Hall on the
Friday and at 3pm a small band of helpers began to put the show together.
Torrential rain while we were getting our equipment out of our storage
container made things interesting for a while but we soon had tables and
tiering in place, ready for dressing with black cloth and marking out the
relevant spacing for each entry. A big thank you to Cathy Waldron, Alan
Bidewell, Len Finch, Phill Webdale, Martyn & Daniel Davey for helping with
this. Everything was in place by 5.30pm and we all went home to continue
preparing our show entries. The hall looked very bare with just tables
covered in black cloth!
Saturday morning had me opening up at 8.30am and, as exhibitors started
to arrive and put their entries in place, the hall started to look more
welcoming. The weather was still erratic – Trevor Last walked in with his
Chrysanthemums and the heavens opened behind him, meaning he had to
wait several minutes before being able to extract the remainder of his
entries from the open boot of his car. Luckily the rain was coming straight
down and not driving into the boot! As well as welcoming exhibitors, giving
them their entry cards and making sure they had a well-earned cup of tea or
coffee if they needed one, I sorted my own entries, the membership stands,
fundraising stall and tombola, so it was a busy day. It was good to welcome
some new exhibitors in the dahlia classes at this show – seasoned exhibitors
Richard & Irene Woods and first time exhibitor and new member, Pip Betts.
Pip worked really hard on her exhibits throughout the day (and was
delighted to be the recipient of a trophy the following day!)
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Thank you to Robin McDonald and Ed Lowman who provided some much
appreciated support during the afternoon.
Everything was in place for judging at 4pm and it was a pleasure to meet
Dahlia judge Brian Coulson for the first time and catch up with Brian Ellis
and David King. Brian C also judged the Chrysanthemums for us, which
allowed Brian E and David to concentrate on the vegetables, fruit, cut
flowers and pot plants, with Cathy Waldron taking on the challenge of the
Cookery classes. Once judging was finished and all the awards decided, it
was time to head home and see how much of the paperwork I could get
completed before the morning.
Sunday was a much better day weather-wise and tempted reasonable
numbers of the general public to come and visit us. The cycle racing on the
showground at the same time did help with the visitor numbers during the
morning. We didn’t have any Floral Art exhibited at this show – our flower
arranging friends were all otherwise engaged but they will be back with us
in November. Our Floral Art co-ordinator, Jackie Petherick, very kindly put a
flower arrangement together for us which provided a lovely display as you
entered the hall. (We raffled it off at the end of the day and it went to new
member Ruth Bacon, who was delighted to be taking it home.)
Cathy swapped from judging the cookery to doing the catering for us, and
provided a large selection of delicious homemade cakes. Ian Roofe and
Lionel Ponder ran plant stalls and it was good to see people walking out
with their purchases. Ruth Boden volunteered to help with running the
tombola and provided support throughout the day. Len Finch and Sheila
Crane looked after the fundraising stall, which freed up most of my time for
the show secretary duties, ably assisted by Robin Mcdonald and Ed
Lowman.
I did put my membership secretary hat on a few times and was very pleased
to welcome not just Pip Betts but Paul & Ruth Bacon and Elizabeth &
Richard Sanders to the society. I hope you will all enjoy being members.
Before I knew it, it was time to pay out the prize money and award the
trophies. Thank you to Daniel Davey for being our photographer at this
show.
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The award for most meritorious amateur exhibit went to Alan Watson for
his stunning begonia – the judges’ comments about this were that they had
waited a long time to see a begonia as good as this. Well done Alan.
Anyone who has transported a begonia to a show knows how difficult it is to
get it there in one piece! Once the awards had been presented by chairman
Martyn Davey, it was time to take down the show. Thank you to the large
group of volunteers who stayed behind to help. The hall was cleared and
everything back in its place within an hour. I was last out, locking all the
doors and gates behind me, and it felt good to have been part of a
successful show for the society.
After show duties included returning the gate keys to the showground,
typing up the list of awards and writing this report. Overall it was a very
enjoyable experience and has certainly helped me to gain a greater
understanding of the show secretary role and processes.

A CHALLENGE CUP - Presented by Mrs J Jewson for the best exhibit in the
early flowering Chrysanthemum classes. AWARDED TO: Alan Watson (Class 6)
A CHALLENGE CUP -Presented by Major Humphrey for the best exhibit in
the Dahlia classes. AWARDED TO: Richard & Irene Woods (Class 27)
A CHALLENGE CUP -Presented by Mr W C Tuck for the best vase of small
decorative Dahlias. AWARDED TO: Pip Betts (Class 20)
A CHALLENGE TROPHY -Presented by Winsor Bishop & Co. Ltd. for the best
exhibit in the Michaelmas Daisy classes. AWARDED TO: Ruth Boden (Class 56)
A CHALLENGE CUP -Presented by Mrs S Read for the best exhibit in the fruit
section. AWARDED TO: Phill & Lesley Webdale (Class 133)
A CHALLENGE CUP -Presented by Mr Rowland Hill for the most meritorious
amateur exhibit. AWARDED TO: Alan Watson (Class 69)

A CHALLENGE CUP -Presented by Mr C R A Hammond for the exhibitor who
gains the greatest number of points. AWARDED TO: Pauline Harper
A CHALLENGE SHIELD -known as The Noller Trophy for the best
arrangement of Dahlias in the Affiliated Societies class AF14.
AWARDED TO: Shipdham Garden Club & Horticultural Society
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A CHALLENGE TROPHY -known as The Ron Kemp Trophy for the best plate
of Potatoes. AWARDED TO: Trevor Last (Class 161)
THE SILVER GILT MEDAL of the SOCIETY for staging the most meritorious
amateur exhibit. AWARDED TO: Alan Watson
THE SILVER MEDAL of the National Chrysanthemum Society for the best
early flowering Chrysanthemum exhibit. AWARDED TO: Alan Watson
THE BRONZE MEDAL of the National Chrysanthemum Society to the runner
-up to the best exhibit of early flowering Chrysanthemums.
AWARDED TO: Alan Watson
THE SILVER MEDAL of the National Dahlia Society for the best Dahlia
exhibit. AWARDED TO: Richard & Irene Woods
THE BRONZE MEDAL of the National Dahlia Society for the best vase in the
ball or miniature ball classes (26 - 27).
AWARDED TO: Richard & Irene Woods (Class 27)
THE MEDAL of the National Vegetable Society for the best exhibit in the
vegetable classes. AWARDED TO: Paul Payne (Class 177)
THE CERTIFICATE OF MERIT for the best exhibit in Cookery Classes.
AWARDED TO: Jacinta Webb (Class 194)

Winners from
the Early
Autumn Show
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Lesley Webdale

It seems only a few weeks since the summer show within the Royal Norfolk
Show but as I write this the early autumn show has been and gone and we
are less than six weeks away from the late autumn show. I still seem to have
plenty to keep me occupied in this role:
•
Membership records continue to be checked.

There are still some standing orders at out of date rates but
overall the majority of our members are now paying the correct
rate.
•
Gift Aid Declaration forms are still being requested and collated.
•
Show schedule review is underway (see separate report).
•
Speakers List is under review.
•
Email and telephone enquiries are continuing to increase.

This is a good thing as it indicates an increase in our profile. A
lot of the email information I receive is about events or requests
for information. I have started to send some of these on to
members but it is a bit of a balancing act between doing this
and carrying out the routine work. I try to send on things that I
think will be of interest to large numbers of members.
•
Show secretary duties for the early autumn show (see separate
report).
•
Writing minutes of meeting and preparing articles for the Norfolk
Gardener
•
Running the Facebook page
•
Publicity of society events
•
Liaison with affiliated societies continues to increase.

I ran an information stall for the society at the Dereham &
District Allotment and Gardeners Society (DDAGS) show in
Dereham Memorial Hall on 19 August. This enabled me to
increase our profile within that club and engage with members
from other local societies as well as the general public. It was
also good to talk to Sue & Robin Cranmer and have them rejoining us. A fortnight later I visited the Diss Horticultural
Society show at Roydon Village Hall and spend a very pleasant
couple of hours with Sylvia Grace and her team. I was
impressed with the high standard of the entries and the
dedication of the show team. The excellent lunch was an added
bonus! Two more societies have joined us recently –
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Hunstanton Gardeners’ Association and Oulton Broad &
Lowestoft Horticultural Society. Welcome to them both. I have
contacted all affiliated society representatives inviting them to
a meeting at our Late Autumn Show on 19 November. It is a
while since we have run such an event and this will be an
opportunity for us to discuss the benefits of affiliation and how
we can help each other out, at a time when many clubs are
struggling to maintain their membership.
Thank you to everyone for your support and feedback. As always, please
contact me if you need help with any society matters and I will get back to
you as soon as possible.

Pictures of
Diss Horticultural Society Show
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Lindsay Maclean
The Easton College Garden Club is a relative junior in terms of age, a mere
whippersnapper at 28 years old, but its ancestry can be traced back into the
‘80s and beyond in its previous incarnation as Burlingham College Garden
Club. The club was very capably chaired for over 20 years by Steve Austin
who stood down when he retired in 2014.

The club is based, for the winter programme of talks and demonstrations, at
the Easton campus of Easton and Otley College (EOC). Generally we have
five meetings through the winter, this year we are kicking off the winter
programme with Julia Srigley and a design workshop.
The resources are fantastic and the beautiful grounds make a delightful
setting, and even a useful resource, if the Chairman has failed to confirm a
speaker. In the summer, we go out and about, this year we were hosted by
Kenny at Bolwick Hall, Mrs Bulwer-Long at The Grange in Heydon, Jean and
John at Dunbheagan in Westfield, Karen and Paul at Yeoman’s Cottage in
Rockland All Saints, and finally The Wicken in Castle Acre; only one wet day.
The club membership is aimed at students and staff of EOC, alumni and
residents of the local area, although everyone is welcome to come along to
any of our events.
I am hoping that the Norfolk and Norwich Horticulture Society forum will
allow clubs to share programmes and encourage more interaction. Garden
clubs need to look outwards, to advocate
their members to visit other clubs and even
occasionally merge and share programmes.
We are not about marking out territories but
promoting the joys of horticulture and
gardening.
Like all garden clubs we are striving to
become more dynamic, we need to increase
membership to survive. With little, but sure,
steps and a big student promotion we are
hoping to reverse the trend of dwindling
numbers and rejuvenate, literally, our club.
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Peter Wrighton
Drayton Horticultural Association can now be found on Facebook.
Please visit us and see the photographs from our recent Autumn Show,
where fruit, vegetables, flowers, shrubs, pot plants mingled to give us the
true feeling of a bountiful harvest, and demonstrated the colourful richness
of this time of the year.
Here is a photo to
whet your appetite
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Exhibits from the
Early Autumn
Show
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Date: Friday 1 December 2017
Time: 6.30pm
Venue: Green Pastures Nursery and Farm Shop, Mill Road, Bergh Apton,
Norwich, NR15 1BQ
Agenda

1)

Chairperson’s welcome

2)

Apologies for absence

3)

Minutes of the 2016 meeting to be agreed and matters arising

4)

To receive and consider the accounts for the year ended 30
September 2017

5)

Chairperson’s report and review of the year

6)

General Secretary’s report

7)

Social Secretary’s report

8)

Retiring President’s address

9)

Election of officers and committee for 2017/18, including President
and Vice President

10)

Date of next AGM – 7 December 2018
The AGM will be followed by presentation of the All Shows awards
for 2017 and the award of the President’s medal
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Lesley Webdale

Please complete by 30 November
Changes were made to the Gift Aid Process in October 2015 and the society
is now required to obtain a separate Gift Aid Declaration from anyone who
wishes to Gift Aid their subscription and donations, even if you have made
such a statement in the past. Many of you have now completed a form but
we still have a way to go before the society can put in its next Gift Aid claim.
You are receiving a Gift Aid Declaration form with this newsletter if you have
indicated in the past that you were willing to Gift Aid your subscription/
donations and we don’t yet have a completed declaration from you. The
form is also available on our website as part of the membership application
form on the “Join us” page. Please complete and return to the General
Secretary by 30 November 2017. Thank you all for your help with this.
Lesley Webdale

In a previous journal we featured an article on the late Peter Boardman and
his association with the society. Peter very kindly left us a legacy which
consists of Journals of the Horticultural Society of London 1848-1851 and
Royal Horticultural Society Journals from 1930 onwards, which we currently
have in storage.
Please contact the general secretary by 31 December if you would be
interested in purchasing any of the items listed below. Items not sold by 1
January 2018 will gradually be put up for auction through EBay. Monies
raised from the sale of this legacy will be used to fund future lectures in
Peter’s name.
Item
Journal of the Horticultural
Society of London
RHS Journals 1930 - 1946
RHS Journals 1947-1992
RHS Journals 1993 to 2003
RHS pamphlet “Extracts from Trial
Reports & Awards 1990 & 1991”
Index to Journal and List of
Awards 1966 - 1975

Description
Vols 3, 4, 5 & 6
1848, 1849, 1850, 1851
Reasonable condition
Vols 55-71. Leather bound. Some damp
damage
In green binders for each year
Individual journals, June and July missing in 1999,
March missing in 1996, July missing in 1994
Small pamphlet
Hardback book
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Martyn Davey

The spring show will be held on the 25th March 2018 at Easton and Otley
College, Easton Campus, just behind the Norfolk showground. While we
have used this location for shows in the past using the greenhouse as the
venue this time we will have use of the college building known as the green
room. The green room has a glass front and is a large hall type room that will
be open for staging on Saturday 24th March and the show on the 25th March.
To ensure we get a good number of visitors the college will be holding a
gardens open day and plant fair on the same day as the show. This will be to
promote horticulture to the wider public and build links with the college and
local horticultural businesses.
The grounds of the college will be open and it is hoped that the spring bulbs
within the college grounds will be in full bloom, even if the snowdrops have
gone past their best.
Easton and Otley College have supported the society over the years by
providing a venue for many of our events and the society’s committee
meetings. Please support the society by growing and exhibiting in our shows
and especially attending.

Spring Show:
Venue:

Sunday 25th March 2018
Easton College - part of the plant fair

Summer Show:
Venue:

Royal Norfolk Show - 27th & 28th June 2018
Flower & Garden show at Royal Norfolk Show

Early Autumn Show:
Venue:

Sunday 16th September 2018
The Costessey Centre

Late Autumn Show:
Venue:

Sunday 18th November 2018
The Costessey Centre

17

Ian Roofe

Lionel is a Plantsman, he loves plants, he loves collecting them, growing
them, learning about them and reading and talking about them, and in his
garden it shows in abundance.
Our visit to Lionel's was lovely, as it always is. I have been visiting this
garden on and off for the last five years and it always intrigues, inspires and
excites me, with the wonderful things that he grows. The weather wasn't
too good, but that doesn't matter as there are plenty of greenhouses to
shelter in and a lovely large conservatory. The conservatory ledges are filled
with Pelargoniums of all shapes and sizes including the beautiful ‘Tulip
Flowered Form’, there are Disa orchids in saucers on the table, Crotolaria
about to burst into flower with its lime green sweet-pea like blooms and
much more. The glasshouses are made up of one containing all succulents
planted in natural displays in raised beds, one containing shade lovers like
Clivias and a brand new large house with a bed containing Rosa ‘Columbian
Climber’ and Passionflowers. There is plenty of bench space for Lionel to
grow his new Tropaeolum collection and many other oddities he picks up
on his visits to nurseries and shows.
Outside this house are Cyathea medularis ( tree fern) in full growth and a
selection of exuberant Cannas. Across the way a grove of Dicksonia
antarctica runs through a shady part of the garden, underplayed with
Matteucia struthiopteris and Cypripediums.

Outside, the garden is a mix of unusual hardy shrubs and perennials with a
touch of the exotic thrown in. At our visit there were drifts of Cyclamen
hederifolium which had seeded wonderfully through the borders,
complimented by groups of Polypodium ‘Oakleaveye’ and Arum italicum.
There is a well established clump of Phylostachys aureocalis ‘Aureosulcata’
which is a beautiful yellow-copper in colour, mixed in with this are shrubs
such as Kalopanax septemlobum, Clerodendrum trichotomum ‘Fargesii’.
Salvia involucrata ‘Bethellii’, Colutea x media, Centrum Parqui and
Euonymus quinquifolius. Echium pininana pepper the hedgeline, ready to
shoot up into flower next summer and the bog garden round the pond is
lush with Primula bulleyana and beesiana seedlings.
The house is enveloped by plants, lovely climber such as Lamprocapnos
scandedn, Solanum ‘Creche du Pape’, Clematis tangutica ‘Korean Form’ and
Fuchsia ‘Lady Boothby’ and that's just a selection.
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The patio areas are dressed with pots of Brugmansias, displays of
succulents, Tibouchina urvilleana, Solanum rantonetii and baskets of
Begonia sutherlandii.
The one thing you must remember is that the paths are narrow, only one
slab wide in many cases, you have to push your way through the plants. It's
a lovely journey and you can't see all the Garden at once which makes the
space feel much larger. There is no grass and every space is filled with
plants. Its a real delight.
Lionel provided copious amounts of tea and home made cakes, and to top it
all there were plants for sale and an enthusiastic and knowledgeable owner.
A lovely afternoon, our thanks go to Lionel. Not only for creating,
maintaining and developing this lovely garden but also for being a great
host.
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Ian Roofe

This is an outline of our calendar of events for next year.
More details will follow in the next issue.
MARCH:

Spring Plant Fair at Easton College
Garden Visit - details to be confirmed

MAY:

Guided tour of How Hill Gardens and secret gardens
with Simon Partridge

JUNE:

Summer Show at Royal Norfolk Show
Visit to Elsing Hall Gardens

JULY:

Presidents evening with Simon White at Peter Beales Roses
including buffet, guided walks round the garden, plant buying
Holiday to Sussex - more details to follow in the new year

AUGUST:

Afternoon at Corpusty Mill Gardens
by kind permission of Roger Last

SEPTEMBER: Early Autumn Show
OCTOBER: Visit to Alby Crafts Gardens
November: Autumn Lecture - speaker to be confirmed
Late Autumn Show
December: AGM and Christmas Social - venue to be confirmed
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Our current show schedule has been in
place since 2012 and finishes at the Late
Autumn Show 2017. Simon Gaches is
currently chairing a subcommittee who
are reviewing the schedule and will
shortly make recommendations to our
full committee about a new schedule.
These recommendations will include the
length of the new schedule, plus
revisions to show regulations, classes
and prize money. Details will be
published in the next newsletter.

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/norfolkhortsoc
Twitter - https://twitter.com/norfolkhortsoc
If you have any comments on the
website or social media please contact
secretary@nnhs.org.uk and let us know.
Norfolk Gardener Editorial Note
All submissions are the opinions and copyright of the author and must not be
reproduced without their written permission. The Society does not take
responsibility for facts stated, or personal views given, in submissions and these
may not represent the views of the Society or Editor. If necessary submissions may
be edited to conform to the requirements of the Journal.
All advertisements are commercial and their inclusion does not indicate
endorsement by the Society, which accepts no liability for loss suffered directly or
indirectly as a result of any published advertisement.
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22 Westfield, Dereham, Norfolk, NR19 1QL
Return to: Mirtna Cottage, Whinburgh Road,

Autumn Lecture 2017
Alan Gray :
Pushing the Boundaries of Horticulture
Sunday 19th Nov, Costessey Centre
The Afternoon of the Late Autumn Show
2pm, Tea and biscuits included
Please reserve me ………. member places
£5.00 each (members & affiliated society members)
Please reserve me ………. non-member places
£7.50 each (non-members)
I enclose a cheque for £……………………………………….. made payable to NNHS

Name……………………………………………………………………………
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
E mail………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Tickets will NOT be issued for this event, names will be added to data base
for admission on the afternoon
Send to: NNHS Events, The Cottage, Blofield House, Woodbastwick Rd,
Blofield, Norwich, NR13 4RW

Late Autumn Show 2017
Name:

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Address:

…………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………..

Tel:

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Email:

…………………………………………………………………………………..

Make a X under the numbers of the Classes in which you intend to Exhibit
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AF23
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Affiliated Societies Classes
AF18

AF19

AF20

AF21

Please return entry to the Show Secretary by 6pm on Wednesday 15th November
Notes:
1. To avoid waste of time and staging space, all exhibitors are requested to refer to the Show
regulations and schedule, and check they are entering exhibits in the right class(es)
2. Wherever possible exhibitors should notify the Secretary by the day before the show if they are
unable to compete, or wish to withdraw an entry.

AGM & Christmas Social
Green Pastures Plant Centre and Farm Shop
Mill Road, Bergh Apton, Norfolk, NR15 1PQ
Friday 1st December 2017
6pm doors open - 6.30pm start for AGM
Social Evening from 7.30pm, including Quiz and Buffet

Please reserve me ………. member places
£12.50 each (members & affiliated society members)
Please reserve me ………. non-member places
£14.50 each (non-members)

I enclose a cheque for £………………………… made payable to NNHS
Name…………………………………………………………………………
Contact telephone number: ……………………………………………….
E mail………………...………………………………………………………
Attendance of the AGM ONLY is free to members

Send to: NNHS Social Sec, The Cottage, Blofield House,Woodbastwick
Rd, Blofield, Norwich, NR13 4RW
Please return booking form no later than 24th November 2017

