A Great Heritage…

A Great Future…

Dan D. Lines

By Dr. Dan Darby, Pastor
You have several options for worship services in the month of May. First, you can watch
the live-stream service from your home at 11:00 a.m. or at a later time of your choosing. This, of course, is
your safest option. Since we will be live-streaming and not pre-recording, the service will not be available before
11:00 a.m. Second, you can join us for worship in the sanctuary at 11:00 a.m. If you attend, you will be
required to practice social distancing and sit at least six feet apart from other individuals or family groups. Our
worship team members have designated non-seating areas with cute cut-outs to help us maintain social
distance. You will be asked to use hand sanitizer before you enter the sanctuary and wear a face mask. If you
don’t have a face mask, some of our volunteers have made cloth ones, and you will be given one on Sunday if
you need it. After wearing it in church, you should take it home and wash it and use it anytime you are in public.
With social distancing, our seating capacity will be limited, so if we run out of space, the overflow crowd will be
directed to the fellowship hall where you can view it with others by live-stream while maintaining social distance.
Your third option is to come at 8:30 a.m. We will have an outdoor worship service at our outdoor
worship center behind the Christian Family Life Center, weather permitting, every Sunday in May. If it is bad
weather, we will move to the sanctuary and wipe it down afterward to make it safe for the 11:00 a.m. worship
service. Bring something to sit on like a cushion or a towel for the benches in case they are wet or dirty, or bring
your lawn chair, or sit in your vehicle. Denny and Michael Clark will be directing traffic for us, so you can park in
the parking lot and walk back to the area or take your vehicle all the way back to the worship area. You are
encouraged to wear your face masks anytime you are on the church campus.
Sunday School classes may Zoom or choose to meet in the gym or fellowship hall where you can practice social
distancing. Let the church office know of your plans so we can prepare a space for you. Most committees will
continue Zoom meetings, but if you meet in person, please wear masks and practice social distancing. We want
to be as flexible as possible to meet your needs and keep you safe. Regular office hours of Monday through
Friday from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. will resume on Friday, May 1.
My prayer is that you will be safe and secure during this pandemic. As our society opens back up, please be
very conscious to protect yourself and others. May the Lord meet your deepest needs and give you peace.
Pastor Dan

In Worship
Sunday, May 3. Pastor Dan will preach on “The Good Shepherd” from John 10:1-15. We will be
introducing a new hymn entitled, “Shelter Me,” which was written as a prayer during the COVID-19
pandemic by a Roman Catholic priest, Father Michael Joncas. For a prayer hymn we will also sing
another song written by Father Joncas, “On Eagle’s Wings.” We will use Psalm 23 for our responsive
reading. We will not have Holy Communion in May. The worship team has ordered disposable
communion supplies so we can safely practice communion the first Sunday of June.
Sunday, May 10, Mother’s Day. The sermon is entitled, “Something More,” and will be based on John
14:1-14. Don’t forget, the 8:30 service will be in our outdoor worship area, weather permitting, with the
11:00 service in the sanctuary and overflow in the fellowship hall by live-stream if needed.
Sunday, May 17. “Experiencing the Presence of Jesus” will be our topic for the day, based on John
14:15-21.
May 24 is Ascension Sunday, and we will be talking about “Claiming the Promises of God.” God has
given us great promises, and we are called to claim them, have faith in them, and walk in them. Our
Ascension Sunday reading is Luke 24:36-53.
May 31 is Pentecost Sunday. We will be reading the story of the giving of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:1-21,
the gift of the Spirit from John 7:37-39, and the gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12:4-13. My sermon
will be “The Gift of the Holy Spirit in Every Disciple.”
New Sound System Proposed
Our current sound system is an analogue sound system, major components of which are 15 years old
and in need of repair. The sound experts we have talked to recommend replacing it with a digital
system instead of repairing it. The Worship Committee has unanimously endorsed this
recommendation. Jonathan Webb, our local audio technician, will solicit bids from three professional
companies. After we receive the bids and plans, Jon will recommend one of the bids to the Trustees.
Jon will also make a recommendation for new lighting to improve the quality of lighting for the chancel
area which will improve the quality of our YouTube videos. Once we have bids and recommendations
in hand, we will publish a giving goal and attempt to fund this project outside of the budget. So, save
up for a special offering sometime soon!
Audio Volunteers Needed
Jon Webb says he is stepping back from being our audio technician in August. The pastor would like to
have a team of at least six people to replace him. The plan is to have two people work each Sunday,
one for the early service and one for the late service, as well as, having a rotating shift so members of
the team don’t have to work every Sunday. Substitutes can be found when team members are out of
town. If you are interested in serving on the team, please let Pastor Darby know of your interest. We
also could use another volunteer for the video team.

Missions Ministry – MAY 2020 NEWSLETTER

REMINDER: While you are staying at home and cleaning out
your closets
Blanket and Coat Collection
Do you have slightly used blankets or coats you no long need?

If so, please consider donating to the Missions Ministry.
You can place the items on the Mission Cabinet.

Coming Soon: Kairos Prison Ministry Love Offering
What is Kairos Prison Ministry?
The mission of Kairos Prison Ministry is to share the transforming love and forgiveness of
Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lies of incarcerated men, women and youth, as well as
their families, to become loving and productive citizens of their communities.
"I was in prison and you visited me" — Matthew 25:36

Several of our church members are trained (omit to) to in this ministry in the prisons. Praise
God for their faithful service and commitment. The Missions Ministry supports the Kairos
ministry and the volunteers to provide inmate meal vouchers, materials and expenses.
I pray we are back in church soon and can share more about this mission and ask for your
support through a Love Offering.

Volunteer to Read.…..WILL RESTART WHEN SFLC REOPENS
At the School for Little Children (SFLC) during Story Time
The SFLC is asking for volunteers to read to the children
during Story Time on Wednesday from 9:00-9:30. The
school will provide the books to read.
Everyone is invited. You’re never too old…
What a blessed opportunity and way to interact with
God’s children.
Yours in Christ
Vicki Jowell

UMYF- The Matches
Igniting the flame of Christ in everyone

Please know that you are missed. Be sure to look for videos on YouTube from Mr. Graves and join the
Zoom devotionals on Wednesdays. Stay tuned for dates and times for an actual get together.
Happy to serve,
Carri Clark
Assistant Youth Director
Coldspring United Methodist Church
Psalm 104:4
He makes his messengers winds, his minister a flaming fire.
http://www.coldspringmethodist.org/youth.html or https://www.facebook.com/Coldspring-UMYF-The-Matches827429974070261/ You will be given a code each week.
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are in the app, you need to make a

King’s Kidz, I have been
thinking about our times together
more and more. I have been in
contact with your parents and
because of those at home with
limited internet use, I have decided
against using Zoom to teach our
lessons on Wednesday night, but
instead, for now, have decided to
email you a lesson to follow at home.
It will be a lesson that you can use
your Bible and follow with the lesson
plan and supplement it with videos I
recommend from YouTube if you
have the option to do so. I have also
been using an app called Kahoot It.
Some of you may have already used
this app with your teachers from
school.

code name for yourself. Each
question is timed and at the end, it
will notify you how you scored. I
hope you enjoy using this app since
you love the timed quizzes, we have
already used from the Deep Blue
Sunday School curriculum.
For now, VBS has been
cancelled for the summer. With
uncertain social distancing guidelines
for the summer months regarding
the health of all the children and
volunteers and with much
consideration and prayer, I feel it is
in our best interest to not meet for
VBS. A virtual VBS is an option that
some churches in the more suburban
areas are using. However, with a
limited number of students having
internet access, I do not think it is
something that is viable for our
community. I will remain optimistic
that God will provide alternatives for
VBS and plan to keep my mind open
to receive His guidance. If any of
you have ideas or suggestions, please

With your cell phone, you can enter

email or call me. In His service. . .

the game pin number that will link
you to a quiz I have created based on
our lesson for the week. Once you

Lisa Lewis

SHARING GOD-GIVEN TALENTS
When a need and a dream came together, a member who joined our church in July, Tracy Heckathorn, stepped up to
share a talent with our congregation and others beyond our walls.
First, a little background information on Tracy. She was born in Independence, Kansas, and grew up in Baton Rouge.
She received a degree in Engineering Technology from the University of Houston. After many years of employment at a
chemical plant in Freeport, Texas, working as an Instrument, Electrical and Controls Engineer, Tracy, her husband,
Larry, and one of their two sons, finally were able to make the move to live in Coldspring full-time where they have had a
weekend home since 1982.
Now, consider how the streaming project for worship services and church events came together: Larry Heckathorn had
been asked to serve on the live stream team and he invited his wife Tracy to attend a training session on February 29th
so she could help him learn how to operate the church camera system. Michael Moran and Wyatt Wills also attended.
After the two hours of training provided by the contractor, it was evident that the “streaming project” needed a leader or a
project engineer if it was going to be “up and running” anytime soon. Tracy states “broadcasting is quite different from
instrument and controls engineering, but I was willing to try.” Tracy started pulling out manuals, watching YouTube
instructional videos as to how to set up and install everything because “I didn’t know how to do any of this stuff”.
The camera system was made possible through a monetary gift by Richard and Karen Countiss in memory of their son
Jeff. About the time that the system was installed, along came the Coronavirus! And our church all of a sudden
desperately needed to “live stream” the services. And as you can guess, it is a little more complicated than plugging
equipment in and flipping a switch.
Serving our church for many dedicated years as audio sound technician, Jon Webb brought his experience to the
project. Jon feeds sound to Tracy who combines it with the camera system and the video streaming system which
produces the worship services that we are able to enjoy today.
With licenses applied for and secured, the time came to give it a try. After major problems with the first live stream
service, the leaders decided to try and pre-record the second one. After a two-hour recording session, program
compatibility problems, program configuration problems, hard-wiring issues and four hours for splicing/editing, Tracy was
able to produce a good recording of the service. Tracy will not tell you this, but this is how she spent her birthday.
The initial straight up learning curve for everyone has leveled off a little since the initial inception of the project. There are
a few more steps such as learning camera angles so as not to show faces without permission, creating non-streaming
still screens for different times, learning the ins/outs of broadcasting, learning how to do YouTube videos along with their
requirements, meeting license agreements, and writing manuals so others can be trained.
Both Heckathorns are involved in working in the church. Larry sits on the newly formed Generosity Team and serves as
a Trustee. Tracy states “We are getting to know everyone and definitely feel welcomed. This is a great congregation and
we love it.” Tracy added about the video system, “When God calls, you answer”.
Thank you both for sharing your talents, Rev. Melissa Hinton

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=cumcevents&op=cal&month=2&year=2020&PHPSESSID
=09b7c44348cd46db445f1ef96890811a
Calendar may change so click above link to check for updates.

Pure Joy!
Greetings to you all. May God bless you and keep you well in body and mind. Through this time of tribulation,
we have had time to reflect on our changing world. God reminds us to live by faith, not fear. He has a taught us well,
and it is our time to stand up and praise His name. An old hymn of the church reads:
“O God, our help in ages past;
Our hope for years to come;
Our shelter from the stormy blast;
And our eternal home.”
It has been said that God is the God of every tense: past, present, and future. He is the help of our past, the
hope of our future, and the great “I am” of today. After the Israelites had defeated the Philistines, they planted a
stone and called it Ebenezer saying, “Thus far has the Lord helped us.” We too, need to be reminded occasionally
how the Lord has led in the past. If we placed a stone each time the Lord helped us, what a wall we would have! God
has been our help in the past. As we consider the unknown future with no clear path before us, we may become
fearful, but God has provided for our future. Paul wrote, “And my God will meet all your needs according to His
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19. It does not say perhaps He will provide, or He is able to, but rather,
“will provide.” God is our hope for the future. We can thank him for the past and have confidence in Him for the
future. Yet, sometimes we find it difficult to trust Him for the needs of today, but we must remember, He is willing to
do the same for us today as He did in the past and will do in the future. He is the great “I am” of today, and the allsufficient one for this very moment. “The Lord is my helper.” Hebrews 13:7. Sometimes He takes us out of situations,
problems or needs; other times He takes us through them. Regardless of the way He works in our lives, we can trust
Him as our ever-present guide for today.
Today I struggled with writing this newsletter, but this devotional reminded me that He will take care of my
needs. Thanks be to God! We will not meet as a full group in May and June and July. The advisory council will meet to
discuss upcoming events and fundraisers in person or on Zoom. We need to raise funds to meet our financial
contributions we approved back in January 2020. We need to work on collecting pledges and a garage sale. The
other project will be raising funds for is Care-Share. Due to the increase of needs of our community, funds are
needed more than ever. We need ideas, so please step-up and help. Call me or email me with any ideas. With a
grateful heart . . . Linda Winkelmann.
Slow-Cooker Hawaiian Meatballs

1 can mixed vegetables, drained

Ingredients:

Directions:

1 bag frozen meatballs

1 8-oz can crushed pineapple

Put meatballs, sliced onion, pineapple, and barbecue
sauce in slow cooker on low. After 3 1/2 hours, add
the vegetables and cook an additional 30 minutes.
Serve over rice.

1 cup barbecue sauce

Recipe courtesy of Sylvia Roeseler

1 sliced onion

Coldspring United Methodist
School for Little Children
May Newsletter
This newsletter is not our usual one. The school is closed due to the pandemic. Our hope is to reopen May 4. I
will keep everyone posted. In the meantime, please be thinking about summer care and reserving your spot for
the 2020-2021 school year. We are looking forward to seeing everyone again.

Please let your children know we miss them. Those of you that are looking for activities to keep your children
busy during this time, my advice is let them learn by experiencing the world around them Get them outside and
let a stick be a pencil, sticks and other items in nature can also be used to create their name along with the
alphabet. Use chalk on the sidewalk. Practice hopping, skipping, jumping and galloping. Read to them every day,
and then have them retell the story to you. Have them help you cook counting and measuring is an activity all
kids enjoy. Just keep them engaged and the learning process will happen.

May Birthdays
Jaxon- May 3

Summer Enrollment
Currently we are scheduled to be closed May 25 for Memorial Day. Typically, our summer program starts the
beginning of June. Due to school closing early our summer program will begin once we reopen. I will start
contacting parents once everyone starts returning to work and we have a definite opening date.

We look forward to seeing everyone again!!!!!

SFLC Staff

DOOR GREETERS FOR MAY
Outdoor Sanctuary
Denny & Michael Clark
Sanctuary
11:00 Glen & Dennis Thurmond
8:30

USHERS May
Outdoor Sanctuary
8:30 Terry Cook
Sanctuary
11:00 Cheŕi Thullen

May Anniversaries
David & Barbara Bailey
Wayne & Nancy Wofford

05/15
05/30

May Birthdays
Rory Burroughs
Frederick Faulkner
Kerry Russell
Lisa Lewis
Rebecca Darby
India Adams
Brendan Love
Shelley Thompson
Mike Johnson

05/04
05/05
05/06
05/12
05/15
05/18
05/19
05/19
05/20

Elaine Russell
Allison Barsalou
Kayla Franklin-Mize
Vicki Jowell
Audrey Wallace
James Bough
Vernon Hall
Charles Pennington
Dawson Franklin

05/22
05/23
05/26
05/26
05/28
05/29
05/30
05/30
05/31

WHAT WILL YOU SAY?
During week six of our “home bound” status, I asked the question on Facebook:
“When this is all over, what will be one thing you have learned.” Here are answers that were written by
individuals across the United States:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Patience
Appreciating beauty
The greatest of these is love
I have learned the patriotic obedience of our country, and the resilience of the world, with a renewed
hope in my fellow citizens to rise up and answer the call for whatever is needed wherever
Don’t take health for granted
Cohesive, that people come through and stick by each other
Lesson for being prepared for the future
Strangers become friends

More than likely this list will change in substance and number of responses in the coming weeks. The next time
Pastor Dan asks, “where have you seen Jesus”, be ready to add your own.

Rev. Melissa Hinton

