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P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does 
 wondrous things.  
 
C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront 
 our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

 

P God of new beginnings, 

 

C we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
 We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war 
 instead of peace.  We dishonor one another and your 
 creation.  Purify us with your refining fire and set us again 
 on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 
 repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

 

P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender 
 branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to 

 this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have 
 been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
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P Blessed be the holy Trinity + one God, the fountain of living 
 water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

 
 

C Amen. 
 
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 
 God’s mercy and forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift 
 of baptism. 

 
 

 We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your spirit 
 moved over the waters and by your Word you created the 
 world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

 
 

 Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his 
 family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from 
 slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by 
 John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water and your 
 word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of 
 your promise and servants to all. 

 
 

 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above 
 all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.     
 Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your            
 forgiveness, grace, and love. 

 
 

 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
 Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever,  

 
 

C Amen. 
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R 
12

But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those 
 who labor among you, and have charge of you in the Lord and 
 admonish you; 

13
esteem them very highly in love because of 

 their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 
14

And we urge 
 you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the 
 fainthearted,  help the weak, be patient with all of them. 

15
See 

 that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do 
 good to one  another and to all. 

16
Rejoice always, 

17
pray 

 without ceasing, 
18

give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
 the will of God in  Christ Jesus for you. 

19
Do not quench the 

 Spirit. 
20

Do not despise the words of prophets, 
21

but test 
 everything; hold fast to what is good; 

22
abstain from every 

 form of evil. 
23

May the God of peace himself sanctify you 
 entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
 sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ. 

24
The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

R The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please rise. 
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P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

P
 36

But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
 angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

37
For as 

 the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 
 Man. 

38
For as in those days before the flood they were eating 

 and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
 Noah entered the ark, 

39
and they knew nothing until the flood 

 came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 
 the Son of Man. 

40
Then two will be in the field; one will be 

 taken and one will be left. 
41

Two women will be grinding meal 
 together; one will be taken and one will be left. 

42
Keep awake 

 therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
 coming. 

43
But understand this: if the owner of the house had 

 known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
 have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
 broken into. 

44
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 

 Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
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OUR STAFF 

PRAYERS & CARES  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Bulletin Announcements:  Bulletin deadline is noon on Wednesdays. Send 
them to burkelutheran@att.net. 
December Light of Life:  Articles are due now. Send items via email to 
burkelutheran@att.net. 
Hospitalized?:  Please let the hospital staff know you are a member of 
Burke Lutheran Church so we are notified. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Thankoffering-Please consider a contribution to the Women of the 
ELCA to support their many ministries.  Please use the enclosed blue        
envelop. 
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