IF THAT’S JUST A SHADOW, THEN WHATS REAL?

COL 2:6 g9 then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing

with thankfulness. COL 2:8 see to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and
deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this

world rather than on Christ. COL 2:9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in
bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every

power and authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful
nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done

by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your

faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. COL 2:13 when you were
dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive

with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the written code, with its
regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to

the cross. 19 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle

of them, triumphing over them by the cross. COL 2:16 Therefore do not let anyone
judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon

celebration or a Sabbath day. 17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the
reality, however, is found in Christ.
1.) I am afraid that I can’t live up to the law, and I will be lost!

A.) Jesus died for our sins, get over yourself! HEB 10:1 The Jaw is only a shadow of
the good things that are coming--not the realities themselves. For this reason it can never,
by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly year after year, make perfect those who draw

near to worship. 2 If it could, would they not have stopped being offered? For the
worshipers would have been cleansed once for all, and would no longer have felt guilty

for their sins. 3 But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, 4 hecause it is

impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. HEB 10:5 Therefore,
when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but

a body you prepared for me; HEB 10:6 with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were
not pleased. HEB 10:7 Then | said, “Here | am--it is written about me in the scroll-- |

have come to do your will, O God.' "HEB 10:8 First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings,
burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them™

(although the law required them to be made). 9 Then he said, "Here | am, | have come to

do your will." He sets aside the first to establish the second. 10 And by that will, we have
been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.



B.) Forget I and open your eyes to see the needs of others! HEB 10:15 The Holy

Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: HEB 10:16 »Thjs is the covenant I will
make with them after that time, says the Lord. | will put my laws in their hearts,

And | will write them on their minds." HEB 10:17 Then he adds: "Their sins and
lawless acts

I will remember no more.” HEB 10:18 And where these have been forgiven, there is
no longer any sacrifice for sin. HEB 10:19 Therefore, brothers, since we have
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living
way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great

priest over the house of God, 22 |et us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and

having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 et us hold unswervingly to the hope we
profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one

another on toward love and good deeds. 25 | et us not give up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see
the Day approaching.

C.) Those who don’t serve God only seem to prosper, soon they will be cut offv¥A-
313 "You have said harsh things against me," says the LORD. "Yet you ask, "What have we said against
you?' MAL314™You have said, "It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out his requirements
and going about like mourners before the LORD Almighty? > But now we call the arrogant blessed.
Certainly the evildoers prosper, and even those who challenge God escape.' "

MAL 3:16 Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened and heard. A
scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the LORD and honored his
name.

MAL 317 *They will be mine," says the LORD Almighty, "in the day when | make up my treasured
possession. | will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him. ¥ And you will
again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those
who do not.

MAL 41 "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be
stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire," says the LORD Almighty. "Not a root or a
branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with
healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall. 3 Then you will
trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when | do these
things," says the LORD Almighty.

I1.)I am afraid that the enemy is to great for me to defeat.

A.) what we see in the carnal are just shadows of the spiritual.
Eph. 6:11 pyt on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's

schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms.



B.) 2K1'6:15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next
morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what

shall we do?" the servant asked. 2Kl 6:16 "Don't be afraid,” the prophet answered.

"Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  2K16:17 And Elisha
prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see.” Then the LORD opened the servant's
eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.
C.) shadows are a distorted reflection of the truth, the truth is, that we have been
given power over all the works of the enemy!Col.1: ** And we pray this in order that
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in

every good work, growing in the knowledge of Godll being strengthened with all power
according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and

joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance
of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of

darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness
of sins.

I11.) I am afraid of of death!

A.) death is just a shadow between you and the light! PS 23:4 Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

B.) the reality is that Jesus Christ our Lord destroyed death 2 tim 1:10 put it has
now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

C.) he has given us eternal life 101550 | declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 5! Listen, | tell you a mystery:
We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. > For
the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. * When the
perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is
written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." €0 1555 "Where, O death, is your
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"
1CO 1556 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1C0 1558 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

When there is light the shadows dissapear, all that is left is reality!



