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Happy Thanksgiving Everybody… and Merry Christmas Too!

by John Reeder, Associate Pastor of Worship
I do not want to start a great debate or upset anyone by combining these two wonderful holidays into one celebration but…. It is the way I prefer to think of them. Growing
up in our family meant that the celebration of Thanksgiving was always centered on our
gratefulness for all that Christ Jesus had done in and through our personal and our family’s
lives. While the food and the table decorations were distinctly Thanksgiving, it was often
on that weekend that as those decorations were put away, some, if not most, of our decorations would give way to Christmas lights and mistletoe. Since we always used a “live”
tree, we waited a couple of weeks before it went up. Ha!
Well, there is no doubt that Christmas has been my favorite time of the year for as long
as I can remember. And the birth of Christ our Savior is certainly worth a month-long celebration! While, I certainly remember the joy of “receiving” gifts at Christmas, especially
as a child, I also remember my parents teaching me that is was always a greater blessing
to “give” rather than to receive. As a family we would bake cookies, fudge, and lots of
momma’s homemade pies and take them to neighbors and friends galore. It was always
great to carry these up to a porch and ring the doorbell and shout out “Merry Christmas!”
Often we would even sing a carol or two with our friends!
Thanksgiving and Christmas were so special in our home and I am grateful for parents
who put Christ at the center of them both. We are grateful at Thanksgiving and we give
at Christmas because of the example of God’s Love and the greatest gift of all given to
us by God through the birth of His Son Jesus Christ. I have certainly tried to continue this
example to my own children as Amber and I have led our family to celebrate these two
special holidays.
In this issue of The Vision, you will find a variety of events and opportunities to be able
to share in the gratefulness of Thanksgiving and the generosity of Christmas that Northside
will be involved in as we celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas. I hope these will give you
and your family the opportunity to help keep Jesus Christ at the center of your Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations.
continued on page 2
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Happy Thanksgiving Everybody… and Merry Christmas Too!
Continued from page 1

Sunday, November 19: Soup & Chili

Northside’s annual Thanksgiving Soup & Chili Supper &
Members’ Meeting. Plan to bring your favorite soup or
chili recipe in a crock pot and bring a dessert. Food is
served at 5:00 PM and the Members’ Meeting is at 6:00
PM. The 2018 Budget will be the focus of this meeting.

Wednesday, November 29: Deck the Halls!

We need all hands on deck to help us with decorations throughout the facility and in the Auditorium. If
evenings are difficult for you perhaps you can help us
finish things up during the daytime hours. Bring your favorite cookies and the church will have coffee and hot
chocolate to drink. The children will decorate the Kids
Cove area. Childcare provided for children under 2.
Everything begins at 6 PM and lasts till about 8 PM.

Saturday, December 2: Belles’ Brunch

Join our Northside Women for the 12th annual Belles’
Brunch at 10 AM in the Christian Life Center. Start your
Christmas celebration with elegantly decorated tables,
delicious food, beautiful music and an inspiring speaker. Free valet parking! Tickets are $10 each. See page
6 for more details.

Saturday, December 9: Myers Dinner Theater

Our senior adults, the JOY group, will travel to Hillsboro,
Indiana to enjoy a Christmas musical matinee on Saturday, December 9th. Cost is $40/
person to cover admission,
lunch and fuel cost for the
carpool drivers.
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December 3 - 10: Week of Prayer

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering goes hand in hand
with the Week of Prayer for International Missions. Pick
up a brochure or go online to join in prayer during this
focused time to lift up our missionaries.

Sunday, December 10: Operation Christmas

Our annual Shoebox Gifts and Chicken Noodle Soup
Drive for our Metro Baptist Center in Downtown Indianapolis is in December. We will take as many shoebox gifts as we receive, but we specifically need 1000
CANS of Chicken Noodle Soup! Start buying up some
extra cans now and bring them with you to church. All
donations need to be brought to the church by Sunday,
December 10th. Everyone can give something…

Wednesday, December 13: Shoebox Gift Party

We are hosting a party at 6:30 PM at the Blackburn Terrace Apartments. Meet at church at 5:30 to join the
car pool. Not only will we deliver and share the shoebox gifts, but we will also provide some refreshments,
music, activities and the Christmas Story!

Sunday, December 17: Christmas Caroling

Meet at church at 2:30 PM and go Christmas Caroling for our Shut-In Members. This experience is always a
blessing for everyone.

Sunday, December 24: Breakfast & Candlelight
Join us in the Christian Life Center between 9:00 AM
and 10:00 AM on Christmas Eve for a come-and-go
breakfast prepared by the staff. Then celebrate the
season in the auditorium with candles, Christmas music
and the message of our Savior’s birth.
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The 2018 Budget Process

The proposed budget is being distributed to members in early
November and will be discussed at the Members’ Meeting on
November 19.

Dear Northside Family,
The apostle Paul, wrote to the church in Corinth, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) God loves the generosity and
cheerful giving from each family and each member of Northside.
Our Stewardship Team wants to thank you for the privilege of serving our Lord and you in the preparation of our
church budget for 2018. Each meeting has been bathed in prayer, asking for guidance and direction in all of our
efforts to make Northside fiscally sound in 2018.
Your tithes and offerings are of utmost importance in this process. We also want to thank our staff for the responsible management and distribution of those gifts again this year.
Again, from the beginning of the process, the team felt we needed to base next year’s budget on this year’s giving. The proposed budget reflects this. (Copies are being distributed to members.) You can compare it to our current year budget as well as our estimated actual results. Greater detail is available upon request by contacting
the church office. Please do not hesitate to contact any Stewardship Team member if you have any questions.
In closing, blessings to all our families and members as we enter this season of thanksgiving. As you reflect on the
goodness of God in your lives, please seek His wisdom in preparing your plan for giving in 2018.
The budget will be discussed at our Members’ Meeting at 6:00 PM on November 19th and presented for a vote at
the worship service on December 3rd.
Your Stewardship Team,
Ron Bland (Chairman),
Mary Cae Thomas, Tammy Long, David Blankenship and David Justice
Ex Officio: Larry Rudisill (Controller), Dennis Brooks (Treasurer)
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Cross Training Class begins Sunday, November 12 at 9 AM in D100

Sharing Jesus {Without Freaking Out}
by Eric Martin, Senior Pastor
Are you one of those people who freak out when
the topic of evangelism comes up. Maybe, you are
scared to death of public speaking and can never see
yourself sharing Jesus with someone. You might have
attended some evangelism training before, but left
discouraged thinking you could never share your faith.
Or you may be confident with presenting the gospel,
but have failed to develop a consistent lifestyle of sharing. I want to invite you to attend a new Cross Training
class “Sharing Jesus Without Freaking out.” Alvin Reid
has written a new resource that helps believers learn
to share Jesus the way you were born to do it. Reid is
the senior professor of evangelism and student ministry
at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, and a bivocational pastor.
Over the years, I have become unenthusiastic with
typical evangelism training, because it has often failed
to fulfill its purpose in getting people more confident
in sharing Christ. Some have estimated that over the
last 40 years more people have been trained in evangelism than the generations before, yet it seems fewer
people are actively involved in sharing Christ. I have
concluded that our training has become too focused
on teaching a canned presentation that resembles a
door to door salesman more than a Christ follower. After talking with folks who have completed such training, they have explained to me that they left the training more paranoid about sharing Christ than before.
God has created us to proclaim His glory. Peter
explains this truth to believers, “But you are a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called
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you out of darkness
into his marvelous
light” (1 Peter 2:9,
ESV). What if I said
that you do not
have to be a public
speaker, a gregarious people person,
or an aggressive
salesman to share
Christ? What if God
has uniquely created you to share
Christ in your unique
way?
If you are someone who has led
people to Christ
and feels confident
in sharing, or you
are someone who
either has never
been encouraged
or trained to share
Christ or is afraid to
try, I want to invite
you to attend. I will
be teaching this
Cross Training class
starting November
12th. The class will run for six weeks, ending on December 17th. Mark your calendars and plan to attend!
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by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
“Unless the Lord builds a house, it’s builders labor in vain.” Psalm 127:1
A little over 2 years ago my mother passed away
just before she turned 90. Until the last few months of
her life, she lived in Evansville, Indiana, in a modest
home, with 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, a small kitchen,
and a living room. She also had a beauty shop at the
back of her home where she made women look and
feel beautiful for 60 years. While
the décor of her home basically
stayed the same over the years,
it was always clean and tidy and
a perfect place for raising four
daughters. I loved it so much I
stayed there for all four years of
college. Mom had a servant’s
heart and an incredible gift of
hospitality. Over the years she
invited countless numbers of
people into her home from visiting
missionaries, to our youth group
on Sunday nights after church,
to large family gatherings, to
political fundraising dinners, to
monthly senior game days, and
on and on. No one who walked
through her door noticed what
her house looked like because
they were immediately caught
up in her natural, warm sharing
of herself. It was all about them.
In the months after her death,
my sisters and our families each
choose special treasures from her
house. Then we had a sale where
people could walk through her
house. Family members were
stationed in each room for questions and assistance.
Imagine my hurt when I overheard this comment. “I
wonder why people never bother to update anything
in their homes over the years?” I wanted to ask the lady
to leave immediately. Instead, I sent a text to my son,
Tommy, about what she had said. His response was,
“But mom, grandma was updating her home. It’s just
that she has only recently moved into it!” I guess mom’s
Godly wisdom skipped a generation. How thankful I am
to have a great spiritual inheritance from my parents.
They cared much less about the latest must-have kitchen

counters than
about things of eternal significance. That is what Jesus
taught in Matthew 6:20-21. “But collect for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves don’t break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
As a volunteer at Covenant
Foods, I am thankful for the
approximately 50 other
volunteers I am privileged to
serve with. They, like my mom,
are giving generously of their
earthly treasures of time, money,
and energy. They are building up
treasures in heaven by sharing the
love of Jesus with our neighbors.
I am thankful for our pastors, Eric
and John, who don’t just support
us with words but actually come
join us on Tuesday evenings to
serve as counselors.
I am thankful for the leadership
of Vivian and Scott. They give
an incredible amount of time to
Covenant Foods. God has gifted
them with the ability to move this
ministry forward.
I am thankful for a church
family that donates so generously
and so faithfully year after year
to keep the pantry shelves
stocked. And if there is a special
need for anything like back
packs, Thanksgiving turkeys, a
computer, or even a refrigerator,
we just get the word out and the need is met.
I am thankful to be able to watch week after week
as God provides exactly the amount of donated food
and the number of volunteers needed for our guests
each Tuesday evening. If you are involved in any of the
other many ministries of Northside I am sure you have a
similar list of things you are grateful for this Thanksgiving
season. What a great God we serve! Have a wonderful
Thanksgiving this year as we all continue to
invest our lives in things that have an eternal
significance.

5

Northside Baptist Church, Indianapolis, Indiana

The Vision

Belles’Brunch is Coming in December

November 2017

Ladies, mark your calendars for Saturday, December 2nd and plan to attend the
12th annual Belles’ Brunch. This event is a fun way to kick off the Christmas season.
Tickets are $10 each. The program features a delicious breakfast, Christmas
music (including bells), a guest speaker and of course, elegantly decorated tables. Our men provide free valet parking and also help
serve the tables.
Musical Guest:
Sarah Moore will be featured along with our “regular”
musicians, Marlene Scharbrough, Becky Holt and
Kathy Martine. These ladies will share some beautiful songs about Christmas.
Our Speaker:
Darcy Wiley, former Northsider and writer of the recently-published book, The Yes
Effect: Accepting God’s Invitation to Transform the World
Around You, will share some special thoughts.
We hope all our Northside Women will
be here (and bring friends) to this very special Christmas gathering.
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November - December NSM Calendar
Nov 1 – “Not Forgotten” (6:30-8 PM at Northside)
Students put together care packages for NSM “recent
graduates”
Nov 15 – “Hands” (6:30-8 PM at Northside)
Students provide helping hands to various church activities and needs.
Nov 17/18 – “Retreat”
• Overnight camping/retreat
• Girls contact Bev Olonoh for details
• Boys contact Glen Christie for details

It’s NOT the Name that Matters
by Glen Christie, Ministry Volunteer

Over the years, the youth of Northside Baptist
Church have met on various days and at various
times under a variety of names – “Reflections”, “WNT”
(Wednesday Night Thing), Thursday Night Thing, Sunday Evening Fellowship...
No matter the name or day, the common purpose
of Northside’s youth gatherings through the years, has
been an intentional pursuit of Christian Fellowship. The
Greeks called this Koinonia – “community”. John says
that the purpose of the Gospel is to lead people to
have Koinonia with others and with God (1 John 1:3,
6-7). God desires this Koinonia for each of us.
Pastor Eric has been encouraging all of us at Northside to get engaged in this idea of fellowship and community through the elements of Gather-Connect-Serve.
If you are a middle school or high school student,
here is your opportunity!

Nov 29 – “Elf” (6:00 PM at Northside)
• Students dress as elves
• Help in church decorating
Dec 13 – Shoebox Gift Party at Blackburn Terrace
Meet at Northside at 5:30 PM to carpool
Party begins at 6:30 PM
Students and families participate in this annual ministry
Dec 20 – “If you give a friend a cookie…”
(6:30-8 PM at Northside)
Students bring home baked Christmas cookies and
bring at least one friend
So, in conclusion, our hope is that all people will not
know our youth gatherings by their name, but instead
everyone will know us by our love!
“By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another.” John 13:35
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Thank you to Pilot Mark Flood for attending our
UP UP and AWAY POPS group in October. We enjoyed hearing him read to the group, showing us the
model airplane, and telling all about airplanes. The
kids had fun coloring, playing on a wooden airplane,
and having a picnic lunch. Thank you again to Mr.
Mark for bringing the children super cool Gold wings,
cards, and gliders.
If you have a special talent, hobby, or occupation that you would like to come share with our preschool group contact Karen White to set up a time to
come and share.

Please join us in Kids Cove on Monday, November
20th at 10:30 AM as we GIVE THANKS with stories, finger
plays, and a Feast. We also want to invite you to Northside on Wednesday, November 29th as we help decorate the church for Christmas. There will be childcare
for children birth-2 years old.
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It was a great day at
the pumpkin patch
last month as our POPS
families came out and
joined us at Waterman
Farm.
The children
and their families were
able to play games, go
through a corn maze,
climb hay bales, and
take a wagon ride to
pick out the best pumpkin they could carry.

AWANA is off to a great start and there is still room
and time to join us. We meet Wednesdays 6:308:00pm. Last month the children learned scripture,
played games, and even had a CRAZY HAIR NIGHT.

In October we had a great time making some home visits with the children in costume. Thank you for
letting us visit, read books, and sing songs with you!
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2017 Week of Prayer for International Missions: December 3-10

Since 1989, the Baptist Center has provided compassionate, faith-centered services to meet the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of individuals in Indianapolis. Operation Christmas is an annual holiday outreach. In
preparation for the event, churches donate food items and shoebox gifts for children. At the center, more volunteers pack the food baskets, organize the delivery, and map out delivery routes. On the third Saturday of each
December, more than a hundred volunteers from churches across the city come together to distribute the food
baskets and gifts. Each year, approximately 600 Indianapolis families gratefully receive food for a holiday meal
and over 1,200 children excitedly receive a Christmas gift shoebox stuffed with small toys and personal
items. Beyond sharing Jesus’ love at Christmas, this annual event brings us in contact with many people
to whom the center will have the opportunity to minister through the year.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff

Support Staff

Pastoral Staff

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor
John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Cross Training
Old Testament: Nicholas Piotrowski
Room D110
Reaching & Teaching: Kevin White
Room D100

Sunday, December 17

Meet at church at 2:30 PM and
go Christmas Caroling for our
Shut-In Members. This experience is always a blessing for
everyone.

The staff is cooking breakfast!

Sunday, December 24 ,9 AM-10 AM
Join us in the Christian Life Center
We’ll have a variety of breakfast foods
and, of course, wonderful fellowship.
No morning classes that Sunday. Worship service is at 10:30 AM and will be
a special candlelight service. No evening service that day.

Steinmeier:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Married Couples:
Wednesdays 317-255-6692
Women (Fishers):
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples
Broad Ripple:
1st & 3rd Thursdays 631-316-2423
College & Career
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

