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As we enter the end of  the year and Holiday Season, we reflect on all of  
the positive things that have happened this year. From distributing Food in 
the community, to launching a Farmer’s market IN the city of  Highland 
Park and test driving our #Farmstand. Launching HPC3 and partnering 
with organizations such as Detroit 2 Nepal, Ford Foundation, Detroit 
Food Policy Council, GLREA and many, many more. Looking forward to 
a Happy Halloween celebration and all of  the holidays after and especial-
ly looking forward to a bright 2022!!! #WeLoveYouHighlandPark

http://www.moderntribe.us
http://www.ParkervillageHP.com
http://Orders@Moderntribe.us 


TURNING 65 OR NEW TO MEDICARE?

It’s not too early to 
get Medicare ready
Have a free, no obligation, benefit review

•  Find out which plans fit your needs  
and lifestyle

•  See whether your prescriptions are covered  

•  Learn about wellness programs

Humana can help clarify your options—so 
you can enjoy life and have peace of mind.

We’ll help you learn your way around 
Medicare and get comfortable with it.

See why more than 8.3 million people across 
the country1 have chosen Humana all-in-one 
Medicare Advantage plans and stand-alone 
prescription drug plans. 

Y0040_GHHJEW7EN21_C

Stop by and speak to a 
licensed Humana sales 
agent in Highland Park

Dorian Moore
313‑597‑1272 (TTY: 711)
Monday – Friday
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
dmoore82@humana.com

1Humana Inc. First Quarter 2021 Earnings Release April 28, 2021
At Humana, it is important you are treated fairly. Humana Inc. and its subsidiaries comply with 
applicable Federal Civil Rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, ancestry, marital status or religion. English: 
ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. 
Call 1‑877‑320‑1235 (TTY: 711). Español (Spanish): ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición 
servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1‑877‑320‑1235 (TTY: 711). 繁體中文 (Chinese): 注意： 
如果您使用繁體中文 ，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務 。請致電 1‑877‑320‑1235 (TTY：711) 。
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PRINTING & GRAPHICS SERVICES
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What Does It Mean to Let Communities 
Choose? A New Report by UCS and Soulardarity

Today, the Union of  Concerned Scientists (UCS) and Soulardar-
ity are proud to release a new report: Let Communities Choose: 
Clean Energy Sovereignty in Highland Park, Michigan.

In 2019, Soulardarity—a nonprofit based in Highland Park in 
Southeast Michigan—released its Blueprint for Energy Democ-
racy, a plan to make Highland Park a global model for sustain-
ability and self-determination. To build on that work, Soulardar-
ity sought to add specificity, data, and modeling to chart a path 
toward achieving 100 percent local, resilient, and affordable clean 
electricity resources that are owned by people in the community.

UCS partnered with Soulardarity to explore what this 
vision could look like. Our first step was to identify the 
types of resources that could generate the average annual 
electricity demand of Highland Park’s residential and com-
mercial sectors (for reference, the population of the city is 
roughly 10,000 people). We identified the following: energy 
efficiency, various types of solar power applications, and a 
community water and energy resource center (CWERC).

We then examined each of these resources, including the 
use of software called HOMER (Hybrid Optimization of 
Multiple Energy Resources) to model rooftop solar capacity 
and costs. With rooftop solar in particular, we found that 
current policies maintained in Michigan and by the electric 
utility serving Highland Park (DTE Energy) inhibit the 
full use of rooftops to serve the community with local solar 
power. However, applying a policy scenario with improved 
compensation to recognize the value of distributed solar 
installations and other measures, the situation improved 
considerably in our modeling. In fact, we found that roof-
top solar could contribute 30 percent of Highland Park’s 
electricity demand with better solar policies in Michigan.

Additionally, our Let Communities Choose report shows 
that energy efficiency could satisfy 25 percent of the 
Highland Park’s needs, larger community solar installa-
tions could contribute 33 percent, and various forms of 
other distributed solar—including solar carports, canopies, 
and trees—another 6 percent. A CWERC, which converts 
wastewater and food waste to electricity, reusable water, 
and other useful products, makes up the last 6 percent. We 
also explain how battery storage can play a role in energy 
sovereignty and conclude with a series of recommenda-

tions that the state legislature, Michigan Public Service Com-
mission (MPSC), electric utilities, and local governments like 
the City of Highland Park should pursue to facilitate move-
ment toward visions of energy sovereignty.

In addition to its community and energy policy significance, 
this project was extremely fulfilling to me personally. I grew 
up in the Metro Detroit suburbs. In the 1980s and 90s, there 
were still a lot of dirt roads and cornfields where I lived. 
White people lived in the suburbs and Black people lived in 
the city. We ventured downtown mostly only for baseball 
games at the old Tiger Stadium at Michigan & Trumbull—or 
for the occasional visit to the world-class Detroit Institute of 
Arts. Cities like Highland Park and Hamtramck were known 
to me then as places with closed auto factories and not much 
else.

Today, I now know Highland Park to have amazing commu-
nity leaders—like the members of our project team Shimekia 
Nichols, Jackson Koeppel, Gracie Wooten, and Juan Shan-
non—who have positive, innovative energy and the skills and 
motivation to take on and solve big problems. For instance, 
Juan and others have started Parker Village, a neighborhood 
project in Highland Park to advance community-centered 
sustainable development visions anchored by clean energy. 
As a follow-on project to Let Communities Choose, UCS is 
working with Juan and Parker Village to use the HOMER 
software to model a solar- and battery-powered microgrid for 
the neighborhood

While Let Communities Choose is focused on Highland Park 
and state policies in Michigan, the vision articulated in the 
report and the analytical methodology we used is applicable 
to communities across the country. Recognizing that peo-
ple should have the ability to choose how their electricity is 
provided—the right to energy sovereignty—and to choose 
locally-generated clean energy are the core principles of the 
better energy system explored in Let Communities Choose.

We at UCS and Soulardarity hope this work will inspire and 
equip other communities to further pursue their visions and 
dreams for more reliable, more affordable, and cleaner elec-
tricity that builds wealth for their residents and businesses.

Read the full report here: www.ucsusa.org/resources/let-com-
munities-choose-clean-energy

By James Gignac Lead Midwest Energy Analyst ucsusa.org

mailto:www.ucsusa.org/resources/let-communities-choose-clean-energy?subject=
mailto:www.ucsusa.org/resources/let-communities-choose-clean-energy?subject=


With high bills, drafty homes, and power
that goes out with every storm, Highland

Parkers are looking for alternatives.

Soulardarity is planning a solar bulk
purchase and home repair + weatherization

for Highland Park homes.

SOLAR AND INSULATION FOR

WARM, SAFE HOMES

CALL OR TEXT 313.349.1063 FOR
MORE INFORMATION

 
OR VISIT US AT

WWW.SOULARDARITY.COM

 

http://www.soulardarity.com


HP UTILITY JUSTICE FUND

Soulardarity is offering one-time utility assistance of
up to $400/household to support Highland Parkers

impacted by the COVID-19 Crisis.
 

Programs from DTE and the State of MI have proven to
be underfunded and inadequate. This fund is designed

to help people sustain while we keep fighting for
affordable, community-owned clean energy.

 
Apply at: tinyurl.com/HPC3assist

Or call/text 313.349.1063

www.soulardarity.com

http://tinyurl.com/HPC3assist
http://www.soulardarity.com
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