Gabby Gardener
Garden Club of DeLand Newsletter
Volume 23 Issue 4

Valerie Seinfeld, Editor
December 2016

www.gardenclubofdeland.org

www.ffgc.org

www.gardenclub.org

Upcoming Events:
December 3, 2016
DeLand Christmas Parade 5:30pm
“We wish you a Fairy Fairy Christmas!”
Judy Maurer and Lisa Schnetzer are co
chairing our participation in the
2016 DeLand Christmas Parade.
Fairy Christmas Theme
The theme for this year of the DeLand
Christmas Parade is:
"Be a Gift to Our Community."

Celebrating our 90th Anniversary in January 2017
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Pink Diamond Status

Downtown DeLand Container Gardens
Diana Bitler, chair fiddlehead@wildblue.net
Sharon Fiore, Debra (Rusty) Gaffney, Joanne Milleson, Julia Neumann,
Janet Stone, Jennifer Stone, Valerie Seinfeld, Williemae Ungaro

Christmas Cake Cookies
Ingredients
2 1/2 C. sifted all purpose flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 C. butter
3/4 C. brown sugar
3/4 C. white sugar
2 eggs
1 lb. dates, chopped
1/2 lb. candied cherries, chopped
1/2 lb. candied pineapple, chopped
1/2 lb. almonds
1/2 lb. pecans
1/2 lb. walnuts

Directions
Sift dry ingredients together. Cream butter
and sugars together and add eggs. Stir in dry
ingredients, fruits and nuts. Drop by
teaspoonfuls onto greased cookie sheets.
Bake for 10 minutes at 350 degrees. DO
NOT OVERBAKE. Cool on a rack. Store in
airtight container. These cookies can be
frozen. The dough will also last about 1 week
in the refrigerator before baking.
Sensory Garden Maintenance Schedule
December:
January:

Pansy
Sparkleberry

Garden Club of DeLand

THANK YOU to everyone who helped make DeLand beautiful Nov. 5th.
It's so rewarding to receive compliments from passers-by and to realize
that flowers really DO make a difference. We look forward to red and
white petunias smiling at us throughout the Holidays.
Again, your participation was very much appreciated.The "streetwalkers"
meet Downtown DeLand on the first Saturday of the month unless there is
an event going on. We meet throughout the summer.. We have cars drive
by and give a toot of their horn, we live in a wonderful city!

Ways and Means
Lisa Schnetzer, Chair
As we enter the New Year, Ways and Means would
like to thank you for supporting our ongoing
fundraiser for the Garden Club of DeLand. Please
bring in your treasures and help us to continue
providing upgrades for our Clubhouse.
2015-2017 Officers of the Garden Club of DeLand
President: Susan Osterhout
1st Vice President: Betsy Dieguez
2nd Vice President: Othal DeShazo

Recording Secretary: Anita McFeeters
Corresponding Sec’y: Sharon Gullet
Treasurer: Karen Hall

Circle Presidents
Blue Sage:
Daisy:

Ruth Moorman
Peggy Ferrara
Valerie Seinfeld
Firecracker: Sara Zollinger
Magnolia:
Elaine Waidelich
Marigold:
Sharon Causey
Pauline Fenner

Pansy:

Eleanor Griffin
Fran Strawn
Rose:
Sue Altom
Sparkleberry: Jennifer Condo
Sunflower:
Alex Andrews
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“The Garden of Inspiration”
Happy New Year
Our Next General Meeting
January 5, 2017
6 PM
Program: Robert Bowden, Leu Gardens
Accessory: Sunflower
Design: Featuring the color Yellow
Hostess, Greeting and Door Prizes: Sunflower Circle

Daisy Circle
December’s Hostesses
Christmas Eve Mice
24 Servings Prep: 25 min. + chilling
Ingredients
24 double-stuffed Oreo cookies
1 cup (6 ounces) semisweet chocolate chips
2 teaspoons shortening
24 red maraschino cherries with stems, well drained
24 milk chocolate kisses
48 sliced Diamond of California® Almonds
1 small tube green decorative icing gel
1 small tube red decorative icing gel
Directions
Carefully twist cookies apart; set aside the halves with cream
filling. Save plain halves for another use. •
In a microwave, melt chocolate chips and shortening; stir until
smooth. Holding each cherry by the stem, dip in melted chocolate,
then press onto the bottom of a chocolate kiss. Place on the cream
filling of cookie, with cherry stem extending beyond cookie edge. •
For ears, place slivered almonds between the cherry and kiss.
Refrigerate until set. With green gel, pipe holly leaves on the
cream. With red gel, pipe holly berries between leaves and pipe
eyes on each chocolate kiss. Store in an airtight container at room
temperature.

Brick Walkways
Order a brick to honor a loved one.

Our lovely Brick Walkway has 3 sections. Order a memorial
brick to honor a past member. Order a brick for any occasion;
for yourself, to honor a love one, or a beloved pet. Order a
brick to honor those who served our country.
4 x 8 brick engraved with 2 lines for $50.00 SALE $45.00
Combine 2 bricks engraved with 4 lines for $90.00 SALE
$85.00 now through December 31st. Merry Christmas!
14 characters max per line
Order Forms are available at General Meetings on the
“Welcome Table” or visit our website and download the form
www.gardenclubofdeland.org or contact”
Dr. Debra (Rusty) Gaffney
386-736-6140 (H) 386-734-4126 (W)
debrapgaffney@cfl.rr.com email
Garden Club of DeLand

The Daisy Circle is happy to be hostesses of the December
General Meeting. We wish you a Merry Christmas during this
“Season Of Light”
The Daisy Garden Circle began blooming in 1973.
43 years of friendship, as an off-shoot of the Pansy Garden
Circle, with a Charter Membership of 41. Today we've 26
Active members, 13 Associates and 3 Honorary Members. In
2016, our Daisy Members have shined with members
chairing events like the “Garden Tour Homeowners Dinner”
and 2 members co chairing the FFGC District VI Fall Meeting
with a good many Daisy Members
helping
set up, break
Fairy
Photographer
down, taking roles of responsibility, loaning items for set up,
and baking. In 2017, with our upcoming 90th Anniversary as
a Garden Club, our Louise Caccamise will be bringing us up
to date, by adding the last 20 years to our Garden Club
History book “A Quest for Beauty” 1927 - 2017. Daisies
support each other in every way, true friendship. Like the
Shasta Daisy, we are versatile and sure to add a little
sunshine to the scene. Our Circle meets the second
Thursday morning of each month at a member's home,
usually with a program such as a plant exchange, butterfly
gardening to a floral arranging demonstration. We have a
Christmas and a Spring luncheon as well as a Spring Social
to include our husbands. While our purpose is to develop
skills in growing and arranging flowers and beautification of
home and community, we are a sociable bouquet and
probably most focused on sharing, caring and being
supportive of each other. We enjoy our time together as
much or more than our purpose suggests.
Peggy Ferrara & Valerie Seinfeld, Co Presidents

If you shop on Amazon.com
You can raise money for the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs,
Inc. without a dime of it coming out of your pocket.
Here's how...click on link http://www.ffgc.org scroll down the
page, click on link to Amazon, you will immediately be taken to
your Amazon account. No one sees what you bought online.
That's it...nothing else to do... Happy Shopping.
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“The Garden of Inspiration”

Crafts, Collectibles & Etc.
held on November 12, 2016.
Thank you everyone for your
donations and participation.
Susan Altom, Rose Circle

Judy Maurer and Lisa Schnetzer are co chairing our
participation in the
2016 DeLand Christmas Parade
http://delandchristmasparade.org/
Fairy Christmas Theme
5:30 pm
Be sure to vote for your Garden Club online right after the
parade at the Beacon website.
http://beacononlinenews.com/
Get your any color wings ready!
Lisa Schnetzer has come up with a Snow Blowing Machine and
our own Judy Maurer has a flat bed truck for the parade...
Come and be apart of Lighting up the lives of our community
during the Christmas Season.

“We wish you a Fairy Fairy Christmas!”
Let Judy and Lisa know you are”in”.
Line up time 4:15pm
Garden Club of DeLand
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“The Garden of Inspiration”
Garden Club of DeLand
“The Dirt”
Norma Thomas, Grounds Chair

“Weedettes”
Sue Altom, Sharon Gullett, Evelyn Kelsea, Judy Maurer,
Nancy Stafford, Williemae Ungaro

I love this time of year. We have made it
through the triple digit heat, a hurricane and
weeks without rain but I still, love this time of
year.
I am hoping you all fertilized your lawns and
shrubs for the last time this year back in
October. A healthy plant has a better chance
of making it when a freeze hits.
The days are shorter and it is signaling the
caladiums and gingers to decline and prepare
to rest over the winter months. It also triggers
the mums to bloom and trees and shrubs to
show a little autumn color. Love this time of
year.

Our vegetable guru, Alex (Sunflower Circle
President), told me to plant my sugar snap peas in
November so I am waiting patiently for the seedlings
to come up and the plants to grow so I can eat me
some delicious peas right off the vine. Alex, I will
share.
My friends, I am looking for ornamental peppers for
my winter flower garden. If you find them in 4-inch
pots, please let me know. That little plant has been
a staple in my Christmas and winter garden for
years when I lived in Sarasota. I have one lonely
little plant in my garden here that I have cut to the
ground each year since I have lived here and it
comes back every year. A lot of color from a little
plant, if you find it, plant it.
Merry Christmas every one and happy gardening!

I am passionate over annuals and now we can
still plant dianthus, dusty miller, sweet alyssum,
violas, pansies and petunias. These annuals
can take a light frost or freeze. You can also
plant geraniums, ornamental peppers, and
salvia but they will need protection from frost.
If you planted angelonia in your summer
garden and it has completed its blooming and
growing cycle, humor me. Cut it down to the
ground, you have an excellent chance of it
coming back up in late spring, early summer. I
have quite a few that have come back 3 years
in a row now. Not every one of them, but quite
a few.
Go nuts planting your herbs too!
All your pruning should be completed and your
camellias, hollies, pyracanthus and beauty
berry should have flowers or berries showing.
Garden Club of DeLand
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“The Garden of Inspiration”
Garden of the Month
Jennifer Stone, Chair
National Garden Club, Inc.
Mission Statement
“National Garden Clubs, Inc. provides education,
resources, and national networking opportunities for its
members to promote the love of gardening, floral
design, and civic and environmental responsibility.”
The Garden Club of DeLand supports the above
mission by bringing to the forefront outstanding gardens
in DeLand, FL. area and awarding the “Garden of the
Month” to deserving homeowners. Educating our
members on the month to month care of their own
gardens.

A plant nerd, according to his sons, Mr. Raney is able to
weaves his more unusual plants such as the rubber tree,
Chaya plants, dioon spinulosum and plumeria seamless into
the beds. A doer by nature, he built a structure to hang one
of kind antique Oriental gates that lead to the back yard.
Unfazed by the hurricane damage, he created an attractive
wall of the sawn logs left from the downed oaks and is in the
process of replanting and terracing the back yard.
Mr. Rainey, using simplicity as a guide, has achieved a
unified design that gives a sense of completeness, provides
enjoyment and energizes those who garden around him.

The Garden Club of DeLand’s December Garden of the
Month is the home of Glenn and Tia Raney at 407 S. Stone
Street.

Elements of an Eclectic Garden
• Mixture of formal and informal styles
• Good structure, combined with hardscape, allows for all
sorts of variations while still achieving balance, unity,
rhythm and repetition.

“Mind nourishing” is Mr. Rainey’s description of gardening and
his eclectic style garden reflects that, promoting a sense of
strength, balance, harmony and energy.
Ground covers of creeping juniper, Asiatic jasmine, purple
sweet potato and blue daze provide texture and strong clean
lines. A curved path of Zoysia grass gives movement and
harmony among the beds while repeated patterns of
podocarpus, gold mound, lorepetalum and American holly
balance and unify them. Colorful crotons that mirror the color
of the front door, a large agave, grouped purple oyster plants,
variegated schefflera and an arbor planted with bleeding
hearts vine add pops of energy and drama.

Garden Club of DeLand
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