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Objective and Purpose
The Mason-Dixon German Shorthaired Pointer Club is chartered by the German Shorthaired Pointer Club of America (GSPCA) and a registered breed club with the AKC.  We support the policies of our parent clubs to promote the breed, activities and Rescue.  Membership is not limited to GSPs and their owners but the focus is GSPs.  We welcome all sporting dog breeds members
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CONSTITION and BY-LAWS

MASON-DIXON GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTER CLUB, INC.

ARTICLE I
Section 1.  Name
The name of the Club shall be the Mason-Dixon German Shorthaired Pointer Club, Inc.

Section 2.  Objects
The purpose of the Club shall be to:

(a) To Encourage and promote quality in the breeding of purebred German Shorthaired Pointers and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities to perfection; 
(b) Protect and advance the interest of the breed by encouraging sportsmanlike competition and conduct at shows, trials, and tests; and
(c) Conduct matches and specialty shows, hunting tests, field trials, obedience, and performance trials and any other event for which the Club is eligible under the AKC Rules and Regulations.
Section 3.  Profits
The Club shall not be conducted or operated for profit and no part of any profits or remainder or residue from dues or donations to the Club shall inure to the benefit of any member or individual.

      Section 4.  By-Laws

The members of the Club shall adopt and may from time to time revise such by-laws as may be required to carry out these objects.

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. Eligibility

There shall be three types of membership open to individuals who are in good standing with the AKC and who subscribe to the purposes of this Club:

(a) Household – any one (1) or two (2) individuals 18 years or older who reside in the same household, each eligible to vote and hold office;
(b) Honorary - Any full member may nominate a member for consideration as an Honorary Member by submitting the proposed honorary member’s name to the Board at any time through the year. An Honorary Member shall be an individual who, although not actively involved in the breed, has made substantial contributions to the Sport, the Breed or the Club. Honorary Members pay no dues and are not eligible to vote or hold office, but can maintain regular or household membership if they pay dues. The Board will vote on Honorary membership(s) only at one of the Club’s annual meetings.

(c) Lifetime – The Board may, by a majority vote, award Lifetime membership to an individual who has been a continuous member of the Club for twenty (20) years and has served as an Officer or Committee Chair for at least two (2) terms. A Lifetime member shall not pay dues, but shall have the right to vote and hold office. Any exception to these requirements must be approved by the unanimous consent of the Board.   

Section 2. Dues
(a) Membership dues shall be payable on or before January 1st of each calendar year. 
(b) New members joining the Club after September 1st shall pay one half (1/2) of the annual membership dues.

(c) No member whose dues are not paid for the current year may vote at any Club meeting.
(d) Dues for each applicable membership category shall be determined by the Board of Directors and confirmed by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of members present and voting at the June membership meeting.

(e) During the month of November, the Membership Chairman shall publish a renewal notice for the upcoming year in the Club’s official publication (newsletter) or as otherwise directed by the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Application for Membership
(a) Each new applicant for membership shall apply on a form as approved by the BOD, and which shall provide that the applicant agrees to abide by this Constitution and By-Laws and the rules of the AKC.  Applicants shall submit dues payment for the current year with their applications.  New members shall be recognized at the next regular meeting of the membership following submittal of their applications.

(b) Persons applying for membership shall be considered members upon receipt by the Membership Chairperson of the signed application, signed Code of Ethics as amended from time to time, and the first year dues.  The membership application shall include by reference a copy of the Club By-Laws by (available on the Club’s website, via email or USPS delivery) and the applicant’s signature on the membership application shall be deemed acceptance of the By-Laws. 
(c) Eligibility for Office begins on the date the new membership application, signed Code of Ethics and dues payment are received by the Membership Chairperson.
Section 4.  Termination of Membership
Membership may be terminated:

(a) By resignation.  Any member in good standing may resign from the Club upon written notice to the Secretary, but no member may resign when in debt to the Club.

(b) By lapsing.  A member will be considered as lapsed and automatically terminated if such member’s dues remain unpaid sixty (60) days after January 1st; however the Board may grant an additional grace period  to such delinquent members in meritorious cases.  In no case may a person be entitled to vote at any Club meeting whose dues are unpaid as of the date of that meeting.  Any officer or member of the BOD whose membership is so terminated will have his position filled immediately.  Vacancies will be filled in accordance with Article IV, Section 4.
(c) By expulsion.  A membership may be terminated by expulsion as provided in Article VIII of the By-Laws.

ARTICLE III
Section 1.  Regular Club Meetings
There shall be at least two (2) regular meetings of the Club each year at a time and place approved by the BOD.   Notice of each such meeting will be provided at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the meeting.  The quorum for such meetings shall be members present in good standing.
Section 2.  Annual Meeting
(a) A June meeting shall be identified as the Annual Meeting and, in addition to the regular business, shall be the meeting at which new officers are introduced who shall take office effective July 1.

(b) Members are encouraged to bring guests to all regular meetings of the Club.  
Section 3.  Special Club Meeting
Special Club meetings may be called by the President or by a majority vote of the members of the Board who are present and voting at any regular or special meeting of the Board, or shall be called by the Secretary upon receipt of a petition signed by ten (10) members of the Club in good standing.  Written notice of such a meeting shall be provided at least ten (10) but not more than twenty (2) days prior to the meeting and said notice shall state the purpose of the meeting and no other Club business may be transacted thereat.  The quorum for such a meeting shall be twenty percent (20%) of the members in good standing.

Section 4.  Regular Board Meeting
There shall be no fewer than two (2) regular meetings of the BOD each year. At least two (2) additional meetings shall be scheduled at the President’s or Board’s request (see Section 5.  Special Board Meeting).  These meetings may take the form of e-mail or conference phone calls.  The quorum for such a meeting shall be a majority of the Board.

Section 5.  Special Board Meeting
Special meetings of the Board may be called by the President at the request of any three (3) members of the BOD in writing to the President.  The Secretary shall notify all members of the Board in writing at least ten (10) days prior to any such special meeting stating time, place and reason.  No other business shall be transacted.  A quorum for such a meeting shall be a majority of the Board.

Section 6.  Board Transactions
The BOD may conduct its business by mail, e-mail, or telephone, when it is deemed by the President that time does not allow or that the matter involved is not of sufficient impact to warrant the calling of a special meeting of the BOD.  The results of any business conducted by mail, e-mail or telephone shall be summarized and shall be entered in the official minutes of the Club and communicated in a timely manner to the general membership in the Club’s newsletter.

Section 7.  Eligibility to Vote
Each eligible member in good standing whose dues are paid for the current year shall be entitled to one vote at any meeting of the Club at which the member is present and to cast one ballot in each election. Proxy voting will not be permitted at any Club meeting or election.
ARTICLE IV

Section 1.  Board of Directors
The BOD shall be composed of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and the chairmen of the following standing committees: Field Trial, Hunting Test, Membership, Performance, Show, and Walking Field Trial.  All officers and chairmen of these standing committees shall be elected for a period of two (2) years.  Odd year terms (i.e. 2017, 2019, 2021, etc.): President, Secretary, Hunting Test, Performance, and Show.  Even year terms: (i.e. 2018, 2020, 2022, etc.): Vice President, Treasurer, Field Trial, Membership, and Walking Field Trial.  Officers and chairmen shall be elected at the Annual Meeting and serve until their successors are elected.  General management of the Club’s affairs shall be entrusted to the Board of Directors. (Member Vote 1/19/2013)
Section 2.  Officers
The Club’s officers, consisting of the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer shall serve in their respective capacities both with regard to the Club and its meetings and the Board and its meetings.

President - The President shall preside at all meetings of the Club and the Board and shall see that the provisions of this Constitution and By-Laws, and the rules and regulations and policies established hereunder are observed.  The President shall also perform all duties as are by custom and parliamentary practice required of the office.
Vice President - The Vice President shall assist the President in the performance of the duties of that office and assume the duties of the President during his absence.  In addition, it shall be the responsibility of the Vice President to make arrangements for the Club’s two (2) regular meetings each year in accordance with the provisions of Article III, Section 1, and to have such information to the Secretary at least twenty (20) days prior to the time of such meeting.
Secretary - The Secretary shall prepare and maintain for permanent record written minutes of the Club and BOD meetings, receive and submit to the proper authorities all communications, attend and dispose of all administrative correspondence, maintain the Club’s records, files and seal, and perform all duties pertinent to and promotion of the interests of this Club.
Treasurer - The Treasurer shall collect and receive all monies due or belonging to the Club.  The Treasurer shall deposit the same in a bank designated by the Board in the name of the Club.  The books shall be at all times open to inspection by the Board, and the Treasurer shall report to them at every meeting the condition of the Club’s finances and every item of receipt or payment not before reported.  At the Annual Meeting the Treasurer shall render an account of all monies received and expended during the previous fiscal year.  The Treasurer shall be bonded and the amount shall be determined by the BOD.
Section 3.  Standing Committees
There shall be six (6) standing committees: Field Trial, Hunt Test, Membership, Performance, Show, and Walking Field Trial.
The Chairmen are to be elected at the Annual Meeting in accordance with Article IV, Section 1 and are to be members of the BOD.  They shall be vested with full authority for promotion and operation of all shows, field trials, hunting tests and rescue activities sponsored by the Club, including appointment of committee members, but they shall be limited in this authority to conducting the shows, field trials, hunting tests, or any other business along lines previously adopted by the Club as to location and normal expenditures.  All drastic changes in such conduct of these shows, field trials, hunt tests and other business shall be referred to the BOD for approval.  An incumbent chairman shall make no commitment or agreement which exceeds his term of office or obligates the succeeding chairman in any manner without approval of the BOD.  All funds of these committees shall be deposited with the Club’s Treasurer, and expenditures in excess of $1,000.00 shall be subject to Board approval.

Field Trial - The Field Trial Chairman shall appoint a Field Trial Secretary and shall promote no less than two licensed AKC field trials per year during tenure of office.  The chairman may conduct fun trials or training sessions during the year.  It shall be their responsibility to report to appropriate news media the results of all AKC-licensed field trials of this Club.
Hunting Test - The Hunting Test Chairman shall appoint a Hunting Test Secretary and shall promote no less than two licensed AKC hunting tests per year during tenure of office.  The chairman may conduct fun hunt tests or training sessions during the year.  It shall be their responsibility to report to appropriate news medial the results of all AKC-licensed hunting tests of this Club.
Membership - The Membership Chairman shall maintain the Membership List, update such list from time to time during the membership year, provide a copy to each member at least bi-annually and to each officer and chairperson upon request, mail out invoices for dues to each member in November of each year,.  In addition, the Membership Chairman shall act as liaison between new members and Committee Chairmen, connecting new members with the committees they are interested in, subject to the desires and needs of the Committee Chairmen and the member concerned.
Performance – The Performance Chairman shall promote, organize and/or support AKC Performance activities and/or trials (Agility, Obedience, Rally, Tracking, Barn Hunt, etc.) per year during tenure of office, with the goal of securing AKC licensing for such events.  It shall be the Performance Chair’s responsibility to report to appropriate media the results of all AKC-licensed performance related trials of this Club.

Show - The Show Chairman shall promote no less than one AKC licensed specialty show per year during tenure of office and shall appoint a Show Secretary and Obedience Chairman when applicable.  It shall be their responsibility to report to appropriate news media the results of all AKC-licensed shows of this Club.
Walking Field Trial - The Walling Field Trial Chairman shall appoint a Field Trial Secretary and shall promote at least one licensed AKC walking field trial per year or more if permitted by the AKC.  The chairman may conduct fun trials or training sessions during the year.  It shall be their responsibility to report to appropriate news media the results of all AKC-licensed walking field trials of this Club.
Parent Club Delegate(s) - The Parent Club delegate is a member of the GSPCA attending the GSPCA National Specialty Show Delegates’ meeting and/or the National Field Trial Delegates’ Meeting and voting the Club’s intentions.  The position is appointed by the President or voted by the Board of Directors when more than one qualified member would attend and be willing to vote the Club’s intentions.

At the discretion of the Board, ad hoc Committees may be appointed as required. 

Section 4.  Vacancies

Vacancies occurring on the Board or among the officers during the year shall be appointed for the unexposed term of office by the President with approval by the Board of Directors, except that a vacancy in the office of President shall be filled automatically by the Vice President.

ARTICLE V
Section 1.  Club Year

The fiscal year shall be July 1st of each year to align with the assumption of office of the newly elected officers. 
Section 2.  Change Board of Directors
The Officers and other members of the BOD for the ensuing year shall be elected at the Annual Meeting by secret written ballot from those nominated in accordance with Section 4 of this Article.  They shall take office July 1 and each retiring officer shall turn over to his successor all properties and records relating to that office within thirty (30) days after the election.

Section 3.  Elections
The nominated candidates receiving the greatest number of votes for each office shall be declared elected.  The six (6) nominated candidates for the Standing Committees who receive the greatest number of votes for such positions shall be declared elected.

Section 4.  Nominating Committee
No person may be a candidate for a Club election who has not been nominated under the provisions of this Article.  In January, the President shall select a Nominating Committee consisting of three (3) members only one (1) of whom shall be a member of the present Board.  The President shall name the Chairman of the Committee and it shall be the appointed Chairman’s duty to call a committee meeting before March 1st.

(a)  Candidates - The Committee shall nominate a maximum of two (2) candidates for each office to be      elected and a maximum of two (2) candidates for each of the other positions on the Board to be elected, and, after securing the consent of each person so nominated, shall immediately report their nominations to the Secretary by March 15th.

The Committee shall have the right to reconvene if a nominee first accepts, then is unable to run for office    before said election is held.

(b)  Qualification for Office - All full members in good standing for at least twelve (12) months since welcoming, including those on the Nominating Committee, are eligible for nomination as a candidate for office or other Board Position.
(c)  Nominating Committee’s Report - Upon receipt of the Nominating Committee’s report the Secretary shall, before April 1st, notify each Club member in writing of the candidates so nominated.
(d) Nomination by Member Body - Additional nominations may be made by all members in good standing in writing to the Secretary, provided the nomination has the consent of the person so nominated, is endorsed by three (3) members and is forwarded to the Secretary by April 18th.
(e) In the event that the nominating committee has failed to identify a candidate for office and no additional nominations have been received pursuant to Article V, Section 4(d), additional nominations may be made from the floor at the annual meeting by any voting member in good standing. All candidates shall confirm their willingness to serve. If a proposed candidate is not in attendance at this meeting, his proposer shall present to the Corresponding Secretary a written statement signifying his willingness to serve.
(f) One Slate - In elections where no additional nominations are made by the member body in accordance                with Section 4(d) of this Article, Section 4(f), (g), (h), and (i) are automatically suspended for the subject election and the Secretary shall within five (5) days notify the membership that no additional nominations were made.  At the Annual Meeting in such an election, the Secretary or his designee shall cast, for the membership, an unanimous ballot for the slate of candidates nominated by the Nominating Committee should they submit one name for each office and Board position.

(g) Official Ballot – The names of all nominees for Office shall be published In the April Club newsletter, In the event there is no Club newsletter,  the Secretary shall be directed to have the Nominating Committee’s list of nominations plus approved nominations from the body printed in sufficient amounts on the Official Paper Ballot together with dual envelopes, said ballots to contain the names of all candidates in alphabetical order, according to office, and marked to indicate if the nomination was from the member body of or the Nominating Committee.  The Secretary shall forward to each full member one (1) Official Ballot together with the necessary return envelope at least thirty (30) days prior to the Annual Meeting.

  ARTICLE VI
Section 1.  Auditing Committee
In January of every year, or when there is a change in the position of Treasurer, the President shall appoint up to three (3) members of the Club to serve as the Auditing Committee.  The duty of this committee is to prepare a complete account of the financial condition of the Club.

Section 2.  Audit Report
The Auditing Committee shall present this statement at the Annual Meeting of the Club.  The Treasurer shall turn over the Club’s accounting information, complete and in reasonable order, to the Auditing Committee Chairman by June 1st of the fiscal year being audited.

ARTICLE VII
Section 1.  Additional and Special Standing Committees
The Board may each year appoint additional standing committees to advance the work of the Club in any field, which may be best served by committees.  Such committees shall always be subject to the final authority of the Board.  Special committees may also be appointed by the Board to aid it on particular projects.

Section 2.  Committee Appointment Termination
Any committee appointment made under the provisions of Section 1 of this Article may be terminated by a majority vote of the full membership of the Board upon written notice to the appointee.  The Board may appoint successors to those persons whose services have been terminated.
ARTICLE VIII

Section 1.  Suspension
Any member who is suspended from all member privileges of the AKC and/or the GSPCA shall be automatically suspended from the privileges of this Club for a like period.

Section 2.  Charges
Any member may prefer charges against another member for alleged misconduct prejudicial to the best interest of the Club or the breed.  Written charges with specifications must be filed in duplicate with the Secretary together with a deposit of $25.00, which shall be forfeited if such changes are not sustained by the Board following a hearing.  The Secretary shall promptly send a copy of the charges to each member of the Board or present them at a Board meeting, and the Board shall first consider whether the actions alleged in the charges, if proven, might constitute conduct prejudicial to the best interests of the Club or breed.  If the Board considers that the charges do not allege conduct which would be prejudicial to the best interest of the Club or the breed, it may refuse to entertain jurisdiction.  If the Board entertains jurisdiction of the charges, it shall fix a date for a hearing not less than three (3) weeks nor more than six (6) weeks thereafter.  The Secretary shall promptly send one copy of the charges to the accused member by registered mail together with a notice of the hearing and an assurance that the defendant may personally appear in his own defense and bring witnesses if he wishes.

Section 3.  Board Hearings
The Board shall have complete authority to decide whether counsel may attend the hearing, but both complainant and defendant shall be treated uniformly in that regard.  Should the charges be sustained, after hearing all the evidence and testimony presented by complainant and defendant, the Board may by majority vote of those present suspend the defendant from all privileges of the Club for not more than six (6) months from the date of the hearting.  And if it deems that punishment insufficient, it may also recommend to the membership that the penalty be expulsion.  In such cases, the suspension shall not restrict the defendant’s right to appear before his fellow members at the ensuing Club meeting which considers the Board’s recommendation.  Immediately after the Board has reached a decision, its findings shall be put in written form and filed with the Secretary.  The Secretary, in turn, shall notify each of the parties of the Board’s decision and penalty, if any.
Section 4.  Expulsion
Expulsion of a member from the Club may be accomplished only at a meeting of the Club following a Board hearing and upon the Board’s recommendation as provided in Section 3 of this Article.  Such proceedings may occur at a regular or special meeting of the Club to be held within sixty (60) days but not earlier than thirty (30) days after the date of the Board’s recommendation of expulsion.  The defendant shall have the privilege of appearing on his own behalf, though no evidence shall be taken at this meeting.  The President shall read the charges and the Board’s findings and recommendations, and shall invite the defendant, if present, to speak on his own behalf if he wishes.  The attending members shall than vote by secret written ballot on the proposed expulsion.  A two-thirds (2/3) affirmative note of those present and voting at the meeting shall be necessary for expulsion.  If expulsion is not so voted, the Board suspension shall stand.
ARTICLE IX
Section 1.  Order of Business
At meetings of the Club, the order of business, so far as the character and nature of the meeting may permit, shall be as follows:


Call to Order (Attendance Record at Annual Meeting)


Minutes of last Board Meeting


Minutes of last Regular Meeting


Report of the President


Report of Vice-President


Report of the Secretary


Report of the Treasurer


Reports of the Committee Chairmen



Field Trial Chairman



Hunting Test Chairman




Training day



Membership Chairman


Performance Chairman


Show Chairman


Walking Field Trail Chairman


Special Committee Chair 


Election of Officers and Board (at Annual Meeting)


Unfinished Business


New Business


Adjournment

Section 2.  Absence of Officer or Board Member
To the extent possible, any Officer or Board Member not able to attend a regular Club meeting shall notify the Secretary or President at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the meeting and submit a report to be presented in his absence at said regular meeting.

ARTICLE X

Section 1.  Amendment Proposals
Amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws may be proposed by the BOD or by written petition addressed to the Secretary signed by twenty percent (20%) of the full membership in good standing.  Amendments proposed by such petition shall be promptly considered by the BOD and must be submitted to the members with recommendations of the Board by the Secretary for a vote within three (3) months of the date when the petition was received by the Secretary.

Section 2.  Amendment Voting
The Constitution and By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the members present and voting at any regular or special meeting called for the purpose, provided the proposed amendments have been included in the notice of the meeting and mailed to each member at least two (2) weeks prior to the date of the meeting.

ARTICLE XI
Section 1.  Dissolution
The Club may be dissolved at any time by the written consent of not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the members.  In the event of the dissolution of the Club, whether voluntary or involuntary or by operation of law, none of the property of the Club nor any proceeds thereof nor any assets of the Club shall be distributed to any members of the Club; but after payment of the debts of the Club, its property and assets shall be given to a charitable organization for the benefit of dogs selected by the BOD.
ARTICLE XII
Section 1.  Breeding Ethics

Non-Members desiring use of Club resources to advertise litters must submit the Club’s Code of Ethics form, located in the Addendum, to the Newsletter Editor along with their advertising request.
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