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JAMES
1 One of Jesus’ followers named James wrote the following letter to people who had already heard God’s advice for a better life.

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice

Dear Friends,

Since some of you have fallen on hard times, you can be glad you’ve already heard God’s advice because now is the time to put it into action.  When you see how well it works, you’ll want to keep following it.  The more you do, the better your life will be.  If you’re not sure how it applies to some situations, don’t hesitate to ask God for help.  If you rely on the haphazard advice of others, you won’t get the help you need from God.

You should be anxious to follow God’s advice, whether you’re the one receiving help or the one giving it.  If you have a lot of money, your wealth should be temporary, like the blossoms on a flower, because there are plenty of opportunities to share it with people in need. 

When you apply God’s advice during hard times, you’ll find that you really do enjoy life more, just as God promised.  But if you follow your own selfish desires, you’ll end up experiencing a miserable life.  God doesn’t want that to happen.  The God who created the sun, moon, and stars only wants the best for everyone.  

So stop spreading self-centered advice that upsets people.  Spend your time listening to God’s advice, but don’t be stupid and think that’s all you need to do.  If you don’t apply it to your life, you’ll soon forget it, like people who look in a mirror and forget what they look like as soon as they walk away.  When you’re convinced that God’s advice will help you enjoy a better life, you’ll be eager to follow it.

If you consider yourself religious but never apply God’s advice to your life, you’re just fooling yourself because that kind of religion is useless.  God’s idea of religion involves helping others in need, such as orphans and widows, not pursuing your own selfish interests.

Caution Not to Treat Some People Better Than Others

2 When you treat some people better than others, you’re not following God’s advice as Jesus did.  For instance, when you offer the best seats in the local worship center to wealthy people but tell poor people to stand or sit on the floor, you’re treating wealthy people better than the poor.  God doesn’t want you to do that.

God promised a better life to everyone who follows God’s advice, but some of you are acting like only the rich deserve it.  While you show little respect for the poor, it’s the rich who often take advantage of others and drag them into court.  This contradicts what it means to follow Jesus’ example.  When you treat some people better than others, you’re not following the advice God gave long ago:

You should care about others
as much as you care about yourself.

Putting God’s Advice into Practice

It’s important to follow all of God’s advice.  This includes You should not break up your marriage to marry someone else, and You should not cause others to die, even by neglect.  If you haven’t broken up your marriage to marry someone else, but you’ve neglected to help others survive, you’ve failed to follow God’s advice.  The more you help others in need, the more you’ll enjoy life as God intended. 

If you don’t follow God’s advice, the condition of your community won’t improve.  For example, when you encounter people who need food and clothing, it doesn’t do any good just to tell them to stay warm and get enough to eat.  You must give them what they need.  In other words, for God’s advice to have any effect, you must do more than just talk about it.  It’s great that you acknowledge God’s existence, but even harmful spirits admit that.  If you want to distinguish yourself from them, you need to put God’s advice into practice.

According to one of God’s spokesmen who lived long ago, our ancestor Abraham pleased God when he was willing to give his only son Isaac as an offering.  Several generations later, Rahab did what God wanted when she gave Joshua’s spies a place to stay in Jericho and helped them escape safely.  As you can see, following God’s direction made a big difference in these people’s lives, so you should make a real effort to follow God’s advice and not just talk about it.  You can’t live without breathing, and you can’t follow God’s advice without action.
The Importance of What We Say 

3 Not many of you share God’s advice with others because you realize they’re always watching to see if you practice what you preach.  But none of us is able to do that completely.  We don’t always say the right things, much less, do them.  

As you know, something small can produce significant results.  A bridle can control a horse and a rudder can steer a large sailboat in a strong wind.  Even a tiny flame has the capability to burn down an entire forest.  What we say can also have a tremendous impact.  For example, when we spread rumors or give bad advice, we make other people’s lives miserable.  

It’s ironic that we can train animals, birds, reptiles, and fish to do what we want, but we often can’t control our own talk.  Some of the time we honor God by what we say, but there are many times we dishonor God, such as when we insult others.  Everyone knows that fresh water and saltwater don’t come from the same source, nor do figs and grapes.  They each reflect their source.  So if we want to reflect the character of the God who made us, we must be more conscious of what we say.

When you make a promise, don’t refer to God to try to convince people that you’ll keep your word.  When you do this, you’re implying that your word isn’t trustworthy by itself.  You need to try harder to keep your word so others can depend on what you say.

Instead of spreading self-centered advice that makes life miserable for others, you should apply God’s advice to everything you say and do.  Try to get along with everyone, care about others, encourage good behavior, help others in need, treat everyone the same, and practice what you preach.  This is the only way you’ll really enjoy a better life.  

The Negative Impact of Self-centeredness 

4  Many of you don’t get along with others because you each have your own self-centered agenda.  When you want something badly enough, you’re ready to fight and even kill for it.  One of God’s spokesmen knew what he was talking about when he pointed out long ago that we all tend to be jealous of what others have.  

Another spokesman reminded us that God is more willing to help those in need than those who live a selfish life of luxury.  If you wonder why you don’t always get the things you ask for, it’s because God is more concerned about meeting basic needs than satisfying selfish desires.  

You should be sorry for living the kind of lifestyle that only gratifies yourself.  Let God help you improve your attitude and behavior so you can enjoy the kind of life God originally intended. 

Stop criticizing others by your own standards.  When you do, you’re implying that God’s standards aren’t as good as yours.  What arrogance!  God has given you the best advice, but it’s up to you to decide whether you want to apply it and enjoy a better life, or to ignore it and continue living a miserable, self-centered life.

If you think you can do whatever you want, whenever you want, you don’t realize that life is limited, like the early morning fog that eventually disappears.  Instead of bragging about doing your own thing, you should use the time God gives you to help others in need. 

5 Those of you who have more money than you need should realize that you’re living a self-centered life of luxury.  You’re sad that your gold and silver is tarnishing in a safe and your expensive clothes are deteriorating in storage.  Meanwhile, your employees complain that they aren’t getting paid, and some even die because you neglect your responsibility.  

Encouragement to be Patient and Persistent

As you know, a farmer must wait patiently until his crops grow and produce fruit.  Those of you who are having a hard time must also be patient until God puts an end to it.  God’s spokesmen were glad they persisted through hard times long ago, and the familiar story of Job reminds us that God cares about us and helps us endure them.  But don’t blame others for your hardships.  The more you blame them, the more they’ll blame you.

Remember to thank God when everything is going well.  But if you’re having a hard time following God’s advice, ask the leaders of your group to pray with you for God’s help. 

Apologize to the people you’ve offended and ask God to help you restore your friendship.  When you ask God to help you do what’s right, you’ll see how readily God responds.  God’s spokesman Elijah is a good example.  When he asked God to prevent it from raining long ago to encourage the Jewish leader Ahab to improve his attitude and behavior toward God, it didn’t rain for three and a half years.  Later, when Elijah asked God to let it rain, it did, and the crops produced a huge harvest.

One final thought:  when you help others follow God’s advice, you’re helping them enjoy life more by focusing on meeting the needs of others instead of satisfying their own selfish desires.






Sincerely,






James
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