Weekend of May 20 &
21, 2017 Sunday Sixth
Sunday of Easter

Upcoming Events
Saturday, June 3, Viejas: Grave cleaning. Mass and
grave blessings at 11:00 AM, followed by potluck.
Saturday, June 10, Sycuan: Grave cleaning. Mass
and grave blessings at 11:00 AM, followed by
potluck.
Saturday, July 8, Conejos: Mass at noon, followed
by grave blessings and potluck.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
Mass Schedule
Barona:
Daily Rosary and Mass: Wednesday through Friday.
Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass at 8:00 AM.
Weekends: Saturday, 5:00 PM, Sunday 8:00 AM.
Confessions: Saturday, 3:30 – 4:30 PM
Adoration: 1st Thurs. of the month (6:00 PM) and 1st Fri.
of the month (8:00 AM).
Viejas:
Weekends: Sunday, 10:00 AM.
Confessions: By appointment.
Sycuan:
Weekends: Sunday, Noon.
Confessions: By appointment

YOUTH CONFIRMATION:
Requirements: For those baptized in another parish,
a baptismal certificate is required. Youth must be
enrolled in parish youth confirmation program for two
years. Service hours and attendance at the
Confirmation retreat or at special workshops are
required. Youth must sign a commitment pledge.
Sponsors must attend certain sessions and the
rehearsal.
Additional Information: Youth are confirmed
between their sophomore and senior years. Parents
should contact Edward Nolan or Natalie Kostos. Only
one sponsor, of the same gender as the youth, is
required.
BECOMING A CATHOLIC (RCIA)
CLASSES BEGIN SOON

Gilbert Rodriguez, Tom Hyde, Elijah Diaz (Bear), Carol
Lane, Anita Curo, Sue Kierig, Bob & Colleen Crowden,
Ro Harrison, Martha Boone, A. J. Samot, Angela Samot,
Lourdes Adoron, Donna Berardi, Jake Calhoun & Family,
Gutierrez Family, Santos Family, Betty Peleo, Floreste
Artlluga Family, Balegut Family, Secora Nelson, Evelyn
McCormick, Daniel Vicaldo, Toddy Yeats, Caroline
Mendoza
Please check prayer list and add names as desired.

Mass Intentions – May 21, 2017
Weekend Masses:
Sunday, 8:00 AM
Sunday, 10:00 AM
Sunday, Noon

Mel and Buddy Curo
Community of Viejas
Community of Sycuan

This program is for adults who have not been
baptized in any faith, or who were baptized in another
Christian religion, and for those adult Catholics who
have only been baptized.
Requirements: Baptized Catholics must bring a
baptismal certificate.
Additional Information: Adults will make the
sacraments needed in order to be received into the
Church at the Easter Vigil Mass.
Those over age 18 should contact Ed Nolan, to begin
preparations for these sessions.

Seedtime Blessing
Heavenly Father,
you promised your servant, Noah,
that as long as the earth lasts,
seedtime and harvest shall not cease.
Faithful to your promise,
you give us a time to plant

and a time to harvest.
We ask you to bless our fields
and the crops we plant in them.
Preserve them from destruction,
defend them from harm,
and increase them for our well-being.
Grant that these crops,
the gift of your goodness,
may fill our needs on earth
and prepare us for the joys of heaven.
We ask this blessing through Christ our Lord. Amen.
--Fr. Michael Kwatera

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Migration is a phenomenon that is globally
observable in the past decades. For a parent who
leaves, the moment can be difficult to handle.
Certainly, he or she would leave a number of
instructions to the children he or she leaves
behind. However, despite the pain, there is
always an assurance that they would keep in
touch with each other. With the help of the
advanced means of communications today, the
children are assured that they are not left
abandoned.
In this 6th Sunday of Easter Gospel, Jesus was
preparing for His imminent departure. He was
about to go back or ascend to His Father. Like
ordinary human beings, His departure was not
easy to take. He knows His disciples will be sad.
But He gives them some kind of assurance. He
says that there is nothing to worry about because
He will always be present with them. That
presence comes in another form through the
sending of the Advocate. Let us try to reflect on
some of these moments in the gospel passage
that we heard.
First, Jesus gives an assurance to His disciples by
saying, “I will not leave you orphans.” With His
promise, Jesus shows great concern toward His
disciples. When children are being left orphans,
they are placed in a dangerous situation. If
nobody keeps or takes care of them, it is going to
be a miserable situation. Children may have a
difficult life and a life without a direction. In the
same way, the departure of Jesus places the life
of the disciples into a difficult situation. Who
will then give them guidance and direction that
they need? Jesus assures them that He will send
them the Spirit-Advocate.

Second, Jesus will have a new presence through
the Spirit. His presence takes a new form.
According to St. Paul, this Spirit is actually the
Spirit of Christ or the Spirit of the Son. Jesus
describes the Spirit as the Spirit of truth. This
does not mean that the Spirit will give new
truths to the disciples. Let us take note that Jesus
said of Himself as “the Way, the Truth, and the
Life.” So, Jesus is the ultimate Truth. If Jesus calls
the Spirit as Spirit of truth, what He means is
that the Spirit will be with the disciples in order
to teach them and to guide them to all truth. The
truth or the truths have already been revealed by
Jesus. It is now the turn of the Spirit to enlighten
the disciples so that they would understand the
truths which were taught or given by Jesus.
Third, Jesus gives His own expectations to His
disciples. As in the case of a departing father, he
would tell his children to behave accordingly
during his absence. He would tell the children to
love each other, getting rid of quarrels, and
study well. On the part of Jesus, His departing
instruction to His disciples was to keep His
commandments. He says, “If you love me, you will
keep my commandments.” Thus, keeping Jesus’
commandments is the consequence of their love
for Jesus. It is an indication or a proof that they
love Jesus. In the final analysis, the
commandment that Jesus referred to is the
commandment of love or the commandment to
love one another.
This then calls us for a healthy attitude toward
the commandments of God and commandments
of Jesus. In our childhood catechesis, we have
been taught about God’s commandments and
laws of the Church. When we were younger, we
observed them because we had the fear of God.
But as we grow older, our attitude starts to
change. Often we defy these commandments.
We seem not to fear God anymore. But we have
to look and reflect once again on the words of
Jesus: “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments… Whoever has my
commandments and observes them is the one
who loves me.” Therefore, observing the
commandments is but our expression of the love
of God.

