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Acts 1, 4-6

ACTS  

The Activities of Jesus’ Early Followers

Introduction

1 When Luke recorded many of Jesus’ activities and teachings for a man named Theophilus, his account ended with Jesus giving his 11 chosen followers final instructions just before he ascended into the sky.  
Jesus Encourages His Followers to Share God’s Advice
During the first 40 days after his death, Jesus appeared to his 11 chosen followers numerous times and encouraged them to share God’s advice for a better life.  The last time he was with them, he suggested they stay in Jerusalem a few more days until God helped them encourage others to follow God’s advice, as John did when he symbolically rinsed people with water.  
When Jesus’ followers asked when the Jewish people would enjoy a better life, Jesus explained,

“You don’t need to know God’s timetable.  God will help you encourage others to follow my example in Jerusalem and the entire district of Judea, in the neighboring district of Samaria and throughout the world.”
Jesus Ascends into the Sky

After Jesus finished talking to his followers on Olive Hill, they watched him ascend into the sky and disappear behind a cloud.  While they were still looking upward, two men in white clothing explained that he would return the same way he left.  
Jesus’ Followers Replace Judas Iscariot with Matthias
Jesus’ 11 chosen followers then returned to Jerusalem, just a few minutes’ walk from Olive Hill.  They were staying in a second-floor room and regularly got together to pray with Jesus’ brothers, his mother Mary and some other women.  His 11 chosen followers included:
Peter 
     
Andrew (Peter’s brother)          
James 
     
John (James’ brother)                
Thomas
     
Matthew 

Philip 

Bartholomew 

another James (the son of Alphaeus)
Simon (who actively resisted Roman oppression)
Judas (also called Thaddaeus; the son of another James)
Before long, Peter spoke to 120 of Jesus’ other followers,
“Long ago God’s spokesman David mentioned that a close friend had turned against him.  The same thing happened to Jesus when Judas Iscariot helped the religious leaders arrest him.
“After Judas committed suicide in a field, the religious leaders bought it with the money they had given him to help them arrest Jesus.  Everyone in Jerusalem now calls it the field of death.  Long ago God’s spokesman wrote in the book of Psalms that no one would live in such a place and that a deceased leader should be replaced.
“As a replacement for Judas, we should choose one of Jesus’ followers who saw him alive after he died, and who was with us from the time John rinsed him with water until he ascended into the sky.”
Jesus’ 11 chosen followers asked God to help them choose between Matthias and Joseph Barsabbas (also called Justus) to be Judas Iscariot’s replacement.  Their final choice was Matthias.
God Enables Jesus’ Followers to Speak Other Languages
2 Fifty days after God brought Jesus back to life, a lot of Jewish people had come to Jerusalem to thank God for the spring harvest.  While his 12 chosen followers were together, they heard a noise that sounded like a strong wind blowing inside the room.  As 
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a glowing flame appeared above each of them, God enabled them to share God’s advice in a variety of languages.  
When the people heard God’s advice in their own language, some were surprised and excited.  They wondered how they could understand Jesus’ followers from Galilee, since they themselves had come from Judea, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran, various parts of Turkey, Crete, Rome, Egypt, and northern Libya.  But others made fun of Jesus’ followers, assuming that they had drunk too much wine.  So Peter responded,
“Please listen closely to what I’m about to say.  We’re not drunk, because it’s only mid-morning and you know that we only drink wine with our evening meal.  God’s spokesman Joel predicted long ago that God would help people share God’s advice and give them direction through dreams, visions, and other means.  He also predicted that God would do extraordinary things, such as making the sun dark and the moon red, before people would decide to follow God’s advice for a better life.  As you know, God enabled Jesus to do extraordinary things, but you still executed him on a cross.  
“God’s spokesman David was thrilled long ago when God promised to bring him back to life instead of leaving his body in the grave to rot away.  God also promised to bring one of David’s descendants back to life, whom people would respect even more than David.  God was referring to Jesus, and we’re witnesses to the fact that God brought him back to life and that he ascended into the sky.  We have the greatest respect for him and, as you can see, God is helping us follow his example.  So even though some of you insisted that he be executed on a cross, you should realize that God chose him to help you enjoy a better life.”
When the people heard what Peter said, they were so sorry that they asked him and Jesus’ other chosen followers what they should do.  Peter replied,

“Ask someone to rinse you with water to symbolize your desire to follow Jesus’ example.  God has promised to help you, your children, and anyone else who accepts God’s invitation to a better life.”
About 3,000 people responded to Peter’s encouragement to be rinsed with water to symbolize their desire to follow Jesus’ example.  While learning, eating and praying with his 12 chosen followers, they were amazed at the extraordinary things they did.  They enjoyed sharing their food and belongings with others in need, and they went to the temple every day to thank God for such an enjoyable life.  Day after day, God motivated others to join them.
God Uses Peter to Enable a Disabled Man to Walk
3 About mid-afternoon one day, Peter and John were on their way to the temple to pray.  Sitting near one of the entrances was a man more than 40 years of age who had never been able to walk.  Everyday some people carried him there so he could request money from others entering the temple.  When he saw Peter and John approaching, he asked them for money.  Peter explained that he didn’t have any money but he could help the man walk, as Jesus would do.  When he took the man’s right hand and helped him get up, his legs became strong and he was able to walk.  He went along with Peter and John into the temple, jumping up and down as he thanked God.  When others realized that he was the man who sat near the temple every day asking for money, they were amazed to see him walking.
The man went outside with Peter and John to the area next to the temple known as Solomon’s Porch.  When Peter noticed a number of people gathering around in amazement, he asked,
 “Why are you so surprised?  We didn’t enable this man to walk by ourselves.  It was the God whom our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob worshiped who enabled this man to walk.  We just did what Jesus would do.  

“When the Roman leader Pilate offered to free one of the prisoners, some of you chose a murderer instead of Jesus.  You insisted that he be executed, even though he was helping you enjoy a better life.  You and your leaders didn’t realize what you were doing.  God’s spokesmen predicted long ago that the one God promised to help people enjoy a better life would suffer and die, and that’s what happened to Jesus.  But God brought him back to life, which we can verify because we’ve seen him.  
“When you change your attitude and follow God’s advice as Jesus did, God will help you enjoy a better life.  Moses predicted that God would enable someone to be a spokesman like himself to help people follow God’s advice.  Years later, Samuel and all God’s spokesmen who succeeded him reminded our ancestors of God’s promise that one of Abraham’s descendants would help others enjoy a better life.  Eventually, God enabled Jesus to fill that role by helping others follow God’s advice.”
Some Religious Leaders arrest Peter and John 
4  By this time the number of Jesus’ followers had grown to around 5,000, so some of the religious leaders were very upset that Peter and John kept spreading the word that God brought Jesus back to life.  They were arrested one evening and kept in jail overnight.  The next day the religious leaders had a meeting with their superiors, including Annas, Caiphas, John, and Alexander.  When they asked Peter and John who authorized them to heal the disabled man, God gave Peter the courage to reply,

“We want you and all the Jewish people to know that we’re following the example of Jesus from Nazareth, whom you executed on a cross and God brought back to life.  Although you refuse to follow his example, that’s the only way we can all enjoy a better life.”
The religious leaders were surprised how courageous Peter and John were despite their limited education, and they couldn’t deny that the man could walk because he was standing nearby.  So they told Peter and John to go outside while they discussed what they could do to stop the word from spreading beyond Jerusalem.  They decided to order Peter and John to stop talking about Jesus.  But Peter and John insisted that God wanted them to spread the word.  After giving them a stern warning, the religious leaders let them go without punishment because a lot of people were giving God the credit for healing the disabled man.
Jesus’ Followers Pray for Courage and Share Possessions
When Peter and John went home and told Jesus’ other followers what the religious leaders said, they prayed to the God who created the land, water, sky and everything else,
“Long ago your spokesman David wondered why the people and their leaders refused to follow you and the one you chose to help them enjoy a better life.  But you knew what would happen when both Jews and non-Jews persuaded Herod and Pontius Pilate to execute Jesus.  Give us courage to continue sharing your advice, and help us heal others and do other extraordinary things, as Jesus did.” 
When they finished praying, the house shook as God gave them the courage to share God’s advice and tell others that God brought Jesus back to life after he died.  
A lot of Jesus’ followers shared their wealth with others.  Those who owned land or houses sold them and gave the income to his 12 chosen followers to distribute to those in need.  A descendant of Levi named Joseph was one of the landowners who did this.  He was from the island of Cyprus, and Jesus’ followers nicknamed him Barnabas, which means encourager.
Ananias and Saphira Suffer the Consequence for Selfishness
5  Ananias and his wife Saphira also sold their land, but they kept some of the income for themselves instead of giving it all to Jesus’ 12 chosen followers.  When Peter discovered it, he confronted Ananias about their selfishness, which Satan personifies.  As Peter pointed out that they hadn’t followed God’s advice, Ananias fell over dead.  Some young men took him away and buried him.  
When Saphira arrived three hours later, she was unaware of what had happened.  Peter asked her if she and her husband had sold their land for the amount they gave him.  When she insisted that they did, Peter also confronted her about not following God’s advice.  As soon as he told her that the young men who buried her husband were also going to bury her, she fell over dead, too.  So the young men took her away and buried her beside her husband.  
Everyone who heard about this became very alarmed.  
Jesus’ 12 chosen Followers Heal a Lot of People
Jesus’ 12 chosen followers did a lot of extraordinary things for the people who gathered in the area next to the temple known as Solomon’s Porch.  Many men and women respected Jesus’ chosen followers and began following Jesus’ example, but they were afraid to go to the temple.  So they took their sick friends and relatives out to the streets and laid them on mats so they would be near Peter as he walked by.  People from nearby towns also brought those who were sick or harassed by harmful spirits, and they were all healed.
Some Religious Leaders Arrest Jesus’ 12 chosen Followers

The leaders of the religious group known as Sadducees were very upset with Jesus’ 12 chosen followers, so they had them arrested and thrown in jail.  During the night, one of God’s messengers let them out and told them to go to the temple and share God’s advice for a better life, which they did the very next morning.  Some of the religious leaders heard about this, so they called a meeting with other religious leaders and sent guards to check if Jesus’ followers were still in jail.  When the guards returned, they explained that the doors of the jail were securely closed and guards were stationed at the doors, but there was no one inside.  Someone else mentioned that Jesus’ followers were at the temple encouraging people to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  So the religious leaders had the guards arrest them, but they didn’t use force because they were afraid others might react.
The senior religious leader reminded Jesus’ 12 chosen followers that they had been sternly warned to stop talking about Jesus.  He was upset that they continued to do so anyway and that they blamed the religious leaders for Jesus’ death.  So Peter replied,
“We must obey the God our ancestors worshiped, who chose Jesus to help our people change their attitude and follow God’s advice.  We can verify that God brought him back to life after you executed him on a cross.”
The religious leaders became very angry and wanted to kill Jesus’ 12 chosen followers.  But Gamaliel, one of the leaders of the religious group known as Pharisees, whom everyone respected for his knowledge of God’s advice, asked the guards to take Jesus’ followers outside for a while.  Then he addressed the other religious leaders,
“Be careful what you do to these men.  Some time ago, about 400 people followed Theudas, who claimed to be important.  When he was killed, those who followed him scattered and their movement disappeared.  Later, during the registration for taxes, a lot of people began following Judas, from the district of Galilee.  But when he died, those who followed him also scattered.  
“So I’m suggesting you let these men go.  If they’re self-motivated, their movement will eventually disappear.  But if God is behind them, you won’t be able to stop them, because God is a lot more powerful than you are.”
The religious leaders decided to follow Gamaliel’s suggestion, so they called Jesus’ followers back inside.  After the religious leaders had them beaten and warned them again to stop talking about Jesus, they let them go.  As they left, they were glad that God considered them worthy to suffer for following God’s advice, as Jesus did.  Every day they told people at the temple or in their homes that Jesus was the one that God promised would help them enjoy a better life. 
Jesus’ Followers Select Seven Men to Assist Widows
6  As more people began following Jesus’ example, those who spoke Greek complained that their widows were receiving less daily assistance than the widows who spoke Hebrew.  So Jesus’ 12 chosen followers met with them and explained,
“If we spend our time distributing aid to widows, we won’t be able to pray with others and encourage them to follow God’s advice.  So you need to select seven men who are willing and able to do this.”
The people agreed and selected the following men:

Stephen, who diligently followed God advice
Philip
Prochorus
Nicanor
Timon
Parmenas 
Nicolas, who was from the town of Antioch in Syria
Jesus’ 12 chosen followers laid their hands on the seven men while asking God to help them perform their task.
As more people in Jerusalem heard God’s advice, a lot of religious leaders and others began following it as Jesus did.
Some Religious Leaders Arrest Stephen
When some people from northern Africa and several parts of Turkey heard that Stephen was sharing God’s advice and doing extraordinary things, they confronted him about it.  They weren’t able to convince him to stop, so they persuaded some men to spread the word that he had insulted Moses and God.  When some religious leaders heard this, they became upset and had Stephen arrested.  Some people falsely testified that he claimed Jesus was planning to destroy the temple and change the traditions that originated with Moses.  But as the religious leaders observed Stephen more closely, it appeared that he really was one of God’s messengers.
Stephen Responds to the False Charges against Him

7  When the senior religious leader asked Stephen if the accusations against him were true, he responded,
“While our ancestor Abraham was living in Iraq, God suggested he leave his relatives and move to the area that God would show him.  So when his father died, he moved to the city of Haran in southeastern Turkey, which is the area that God promised him and his descendants even before he had any children.  
"God told Abraham that his descendants would live as strangers in another country and be treated as slaves for 400 years.  But God promised to hold that nation accountable and predicted that Abraham’s descendants would eventually worship God here.  When his son Isaac was eight days old, he circumcised him to symbolize that he had dedicated him to God.  Isaac did the same to his son Jacob, and Jacob did the same to Joseph and his 11 other sons.
“Joseph’s brothers eventually became jealous of him and sold him to slave traders who took him to Egypt.  But God helped him survive there.  When the Egyptian leader realized how wise Joseph was, he made him an advisor and put him in charge of his entire estate.  When there was a famine throughout Egypt and Palestine, our ancestors didn’t have enough food.  So when Jacob heard that there was still food in Egypt, he sent his sons there to get some.  
“The second time Jacob’s sons went to Egypt for food, Joseph revealed that he was their brother and he introduced them to the Egyptian leader.  Joseph asked them to bring their father and other relatives, a total of 75 people.  Jacob and his sons eventually died in Egypt, but their bodies were taken to the town of Shechem in northern Palestine and buried in the grave that Abraham had bought from Hamor’s sons.
“As Abraham’s descendants increased in Egypt, God’s promise was coming true until another leader took over.  Since the new Egyptian leader had never met Joseph, he mistreated our ancestors and ordered their male babies to be killed.  It was during this time that Moses was born.  He was a beautiful child, so his parents hid him in their home for three months.  When they realized they could no longer hide him, they placed him in a basket near the riverbank, where the Egyptian leader’s daughter found him.  Since she raised him as her own son, he learned the Egyptian language and culture.
“When Moses was 40 years of age, he decided to visit the Jewish people to whom he was related.  While he was there, he saw an Egyptian physically assault a Jew, so he killed the Egyptian on the spot.  He assumed the Jewish people understood that God was using him to help them, but he was wrong.  The next day, when Moses tried to stop two Jewish men from fighting, the instigator pushed him away and asked if he was going to kill him, as he did the Egyptian the day before.  So Moses left and lived in the area known as Midian in the southeastern part of the Sinai Peninsula, where he raised two sons.
“Forty years later in the desert near Mount Sinai, Moses was amazed that God spoke to him through a burning bush,  
‘I’m the God whom your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob worshiped.’

“God asked Moses to remove his shoes out of respect and then continued,

‘I’m aware that my people are being mistreated and suffering in Egypt.  I’ve heard their cries for help, so I want you to go there and help them.’
“God enabled Moses to do some extraordinary things as he led the people out of Egypt, through the Red Sea, and across the desert for 40 years.  He told them that God would eventually select another person to be a spokesman like himself.  
“On Mount Sinai, one of God’s messengers gave Moses instructions for a better life, which have been passed down to us.  While he was on the mountain, the people became impatient and asked Moses’ brother Aaron to help them make an idol like the ones in Egypt.  When they finished molding the idol in the shape of a calf, they celebrated and made offerings to it.  
“One of God’s spokesmen wrote long ago that the people made no offerings to God during their 40 years in the desert.  They eventually worshiped Moloch, the star god Remphan and other idols, so God let them be exiled to Babylon.
“While the people were in the desert, God gave Moses instructions to construct a special tent to remind them to worship God.  They passed that tent down to their descendants, whom Joshua led into other countries.  Years later, our famous leader David wanted to build a permanent temple to honor the God that Jacob worshiped, but David’s son Solomon built it when he became the leader.  One of God’s spokesmen reminded our ancestors that God doesn’t live in a temple.  Since God created the entire universe, God is present everywhere.
“You’re as stubborn as our ancestors were.  They gave God’s spokesmen a hard time and killed those who predicted the coming of the one who would help us follow God’s advice.  Now you’ve done virtually the same thing.  You turned against Jesus and had him killed because you refuse to follow God’s advice.”
The Religious Leaders Stone Stephen to Death
The religious leaders became very angry at Stephen.  As he looked up toward the sky, God gave him the courage to tell them that Jesus reflected God’s character better than anyone else.  Those who had testified against Stephen took him out of town and began throwing stones at him.  They took off their coats and laid them beside a young man named Saul, who approved of what they were doing.  Just before Stephen died, he expressed his trust in Jesus and asked God not to hold the people accountable for what they were doing.  Stephen’s close friends were heart broken as they buried him.
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People in Samaria Become Followers of Jesus

8  At this time some people were harassing Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem.  Saul was going from house to house, arresting women as well as men and putting them in jail.  So all of Jesus’ followers except his 12 chosen ones scattered throughout the districts of Judea and Samaria.  There they encouraged others to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  

Philip also went to Samaria and told the people about Jesus.  They were thrilled that he healed a lot of their friends and relatives who couldn’t walk or had harmful spirits.  For quite some time, a man named Simon amazed the people with his illusions.  Children as well as adults thought he received his ability from God.  But when Philip explained that they could enjoy a better life by following God’s advice as Jesus did, both men and women were rinsed with water to symbolize their commitment to follow his example.  After Simon was also rinsed, he followed Philip around and was amazed by the extraordinary things he did. 
When Jesus’ 12 chosen followers in Jerusalem heard that the people in Samaria were receptive to God’s advice, they sent Peter and John to pray with them.  As Peter and John laid their hands on the people and prayed, God enabled them to share God’s advice with others.  When Simon saw this, he offered Peter and John some money to learn how he could do this for others.  But Peter replied,

“Your money can’t buy what God gives people for free.  You need to ask God to help you change your self-centered attitude.”
So Simon asked Peter and John to pray that God would help him do so.  On their way back to Jerusalem, Peter and John encouraged a lot of other Samaritans to follow God’s advice for a better life.
Philip Tells an Ethiopian Official about Jesus
One day around noon, one of God’s messengers told Philip to go to the road that went through the desert from Jerusalem to Gaza.  There he met the treasurer for the female leader of Ethiopia, who had gone to Jerusalem to worship God and was on his way back to Ethiopia.  While sitting in a chariot, he was reading a text that God’s spokesman Isaiah had written long ago.  When Philip approached the chariot as God’s messenger suggested, he asked the man if he understood what he was reading.  The man admitted that he couldn’t understand it without help, so he invited Philip to join him in the chariot.  This is the text the man was reading:
“He died willingly, like a lamb that doesn’t resist when it is sheared and led away to be killed.”
The man asked Philip if Isaiah was referring to himself or to someone else.  Using this text as a starting point, Philip told him about Jesus.  As they continued down the road, they approached a body of water.  When the man saw it, he asked Philip to rinse him with water to symbolize his desire to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  After Philip did so, God led him to the town of Azotus while the man went the other direction, thrilled about what had happened.  Philip continued north to the city of Ceasarea, sharing God’s advice for a better life all along the way.
Jesus Talks to Saul on His Way to Damascus
9  While Saul was harassing and threatening Jesus’ followers, the senior religious leader gave him authority to arrest those at the worship centers in Damascus and take them back to Jerusalem.  On his way there, a blinding light from the sky suddenly shone on him.  As he sat down with his eyes closed, someone asked,

“Why are you harassing me and my followers?”

 When Saul asked who was speaking, Jesus identified himself.  Saul was so impressed that he asked Jesus what he should do.  So Jesus told him to continue going to Damascus, where he would receive further instructions.  Those who were traveling with him were alarmed that they heard someone speaking but didn’t see anyone.  When Saul opened his eyes, he realized he couldn’t see, so his friends led him by the hand the rest of the way to Damascus.  He didn’t eat or drink anything for three days while his sight was gone.
One of Jesus’ followers in Damascus was named Ananias.  Jesus told him in a dream to go to Judas’ home on Straight Street and ask for the Saul who was born and raised in the city of Tarsus.  
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Jesus explained that when Saul was praying earlier, he had a vision that Ananias would come and pray for him to restore his sight.  Ananias reminded Jesus that Saul harassed Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem and had the authority to arrest those in Damascus.  But Jesus explained that Saul had changed, that he was going to encourage others to follow Jesus’ example and would suffer the consequences for doing so.
When Ananias met Saul at Judas’ home, Ananias explained that Jesus sent him to restore Saul’s sight and encourage him to share God’s advice with others, as Jesus did.  After Ananias prayed for Saul, he regained his sight and asked to be rinsed with water to symbolize his willingness to follow Jesus’ example.  Saul resumed eating and began regaining his strength.
Saul Encourages Others to Follow Jesus’ Example

While Saul stayed with Jesus’ followers in Damascus for several days, he told people in the worship centers that Jesus was the one that God promised would help them enjoy a better life.  Those who heard Saul were confused, wondering if he was the one who had harassed Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem and if he had come there to arrest them and take them back to the religious leaders in Jerusalem.  
Several days later, some Jews became so upset with Saul that they decided to kill him, so they guarded the exits of the town day and night to prevent him from leaving.  When he found out about it, Jesus’ followers helped him escape through an upper story window at night, lowering him in a basket.  
When Saul returned to Jerusalem, he wanted to join Jesus’ followers there.  But they were suspicious of him, unconvinced that he was now a follower of Jesus.  So Barnabas took him to Jesus’ 12 chosen followers.  Saul explained that after Jesus spoke to him on his way to Damascus, he encouraged the people there to follow Jesus’ example.  From that point on, Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem accepted Saul.  He encouraged others in the area to follow Jesus’ example, but some of the Jews who spoke Greek became upset with him and began planning to kill him.  When Jesus’ followers heard about it, they took him to the seaport of Ceasarea, where he boarded a boat going to his home town of Tarsus, in southeastern Turkey.
Jesus’ followers throughout the districts of Judea, Samaria and Galilee were increasing in number and enjoying life as long as they followed God’s advice and encouraged others to do so.
Peter Heals Aeneas and Brings Tabitha Back to Life

During his travels, Peter stayed with Jesus’ followers in the town of Lydda.  He met a man there named Aeneas, who had been confined to bed for eight years because he was paralyzed.  As Peter explained that Jesus had healed him, he encouraged him to get up and stretch.  When the people in the area saw that he was healed, they decided to follow Jesus’ example.
One of Jesus’ followers in the nearby seaport of Joppa was a woman named Tabitha, who is called Dorcas by those who speak Greek.  She had helped a lot of people in need but eventually got sick and died.  After her family bathed her, they laid her body in an upstairs room.  When they heard that Peter was close by in Lydda, they sent two men there to ask him to come as soon as possible.  The men took Peter to the room upstairs, where the widows cried as they showed him the clothes that Tabitha had made.  
After he asked everyone else to leave the room, Peter knelt down and asked God to bring Tabitha back to life.  When he turned toward her and asked her to get up, she opened her eyes and sat up.  After he took her hand and helped her stand, he invited the widows and Jesus’ other followers back into the room to show them that she had come back to life.  As the word spread throughout Joppa, a lot of people decided to follow Jesus’ example.  Peter stayed there for quite a while with a man named Simon, who tanned hides for a living.
God Gives Peter a Lesson on Discrimination
10 A Roman military leader named Cornelius was living in Caesarea.  He and his family respected God, prayed regularly, and helped a lot of people in need.  While he was praying one afternoon, a messenger from God addressed him by name.  Although he was alarmed, he asked the messenger what he wanted.  The messenger replied,

“God knows that you help people in need, and God has heard your prayer.  Send some men south to Joppa to ask Peter to come and tell you how you and your family can enjoy a better life.  He’s staying with a man named Simon, who lives near the coast and tans hides for a living.”
After God’s messenger left, Cornelius related this to two of his servants and a soldier, whom he sent to Joppa.  Before they arrived the next day, Peter had gone up on the flat roof of Simon’s house to pray.  He was getting hungry around noon, so Simon’s servants began preparing something to eat.  Meanwhile, he saw something come down out of the sky.  It looked like a large table made out of cloth, with its four corners forming legs as it came to rest on the ground.  There was a variety of wild animals, reptiles and birds on it, so a messenger from God told him to eat whatever he wanted.  But Peter refused, explaining that he had never eaten any of these because his tradition didn’t allow it.  The messenger told him that he should accept whatever God provides.  After they repeated this dialog two more times, the cloth table went back up into the sky.  
Peter Meets with the Roman Military Leader Cornelius
While Peter was reflecting on what had just happened, the men that Cornelius sent arrived at Simon’s home and asked if Peter was staying there.  The messenger from God then told Peter,

“Three men are looking for you.  Since I’ve arranged for them to come, I want you to go along with them without delay.”
So Peter came down off the roof and introduced himself to the men.  When he asked what they wanted, they explained,

“A lot of Jewish people realize that the Roman military leader named Cornelius respects God and has helped a lot of people in need.  A messenger from God encouraged him to ask you to come and tell him how he and his family can enjoy a better life.”

Peter invited them to stay overnight.  The next day he and some of Jesus’ followers from Joppa went along with them to Caesarea.  Cornelius was anticipating Peter’s arrival, so he invited his relatives and close friends to join them.  When Peter arrived the following day, Cornelius began worshiping him.  But Peter reacted,

“You shouldn’t worship me, because I’m just an ordinary person like you.”

 When they went inside Cornelius’ house, Peter noticed that a lot of people were there, so he said,

“As you know, Jewish people don’t usually associate with non-Jews.  But I’m here because God has shown me that I shouldn’t discriminate against others.  Now why have you asked me to come?”
Cornelius explained that while he was praying at home in the afternoon four days ago, a messenger from God addressed him by name and said,
“God knows that you help people in need, and God has heard your prayer.  Send some men to Joppa to ask Peter to come and tell you how you and your family can enjoy a better life.  He’s staying with a man named Simon, who lives near the coast and tans hides for a living.
Cornelius continued,

“I sent messengers right away to ask you to come, and I’m so glad you did.  We’re ready to hear more about God.”

Peter replied,
“I’ve learned that God is pleased with everyone who honors God and follows God’s advice, no matter what ethnic group they belong to.  As you know, John rinsed people with water to symbolize their commitment to follow God’s advice.  Then God motivated Jesus from Nazareth to encourage people in the districts of Galilee and Judea to follow God’s advice for a better life.  God enabled him to help people in need and free those with harmful spirits.  
“We saw Jesus do these things throughout Jewish country and in Jerusalem, where he was executed on a cross.  But God brought him back to life after just a few days, and some of us had the opportunity to eat and drink with him again.  He wants us to tell others that he’s the one God’s spokesmen wrote about long ago, whom God chose to help people follow God’s advice for a better life.” 
While Peter was still talking, the non-Jews who were listening began sharing God’s advice in a variety of languages.  When the men who came with him expressed their surprise, he remarked that no one should prevent these non-Jews from being rinsed with water to symbolize their commitment to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  After they were rinsed, they invited Peter to stay for a few days.
Some Jews confront Peter about Associating with Non-Jews 
11 Some of Jesus’ Jewish followers in the district of Judea heard that non-Jews were beginning to follow God’s advice.  So when Peter returned to Jerusalem, they questioned him about going into the home of non-Jews and eating with them.  He explained,
“While I was praying in Joppa, I saw something come down out of the sky.  It looked like a large table made out of cloth, with its four corners forming legs as it came to rest on the ground.  There was a variety of wild animals, reptiles and birds on it, so a messenger from God told me to eat whatever I wanted.  But I refused and explained that I’ve never eaten any of these because our tradition doesn’t allow it.  The messenger told me that I should accept whatever God provides.  After we repeated this dialog two more times, the cloth table went back up into the sky.  
“When three men from Caesarea arrived at the house where I was staying, the messenger from God told me to go with them without delay.  Six of Jesus’ followers went along with us.  When we arrived at the home of Cornelius, he explained that a messenger from God suggested he send some men to Joppa to ask me to come and tell him how he and his family could enjoy a better life.  

“While I was talking to these non-Jewish people, they began sharing God’s advice in a variety of languages, as we recently did.  I then recalled what Jesus said, that God would help people encourage others to follow God’s advice, as John did when he symbolically rinsed people with water.  Since God is helping them follow Jesus’ example, I sure don’t want to interfere.”
After Jesus’ Jewish followers heard Peter’s explanation, they thanked God for helping non-Jews follow God’s advice so they could enjoy a better life, too.
People in Antioch Begin Following Jesus’ Example

Some of Jesus’ followers who left Jerusalem after Stephen was killed went to the coastal area called Phoenicia, the island of Cyprus and the city of Antioch in Syria.  Most of them encouraged other Jews to follow Jesus’ example, but God motivated some of Jesus’ followers from Cyprus and the city of Cyrene in north Africa to encourage non-Jews in Antioch to follow Jesus’ example.  When Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem heard that a lot of non-Jews in Antioch had begun following Jesus’ example, they sent Barnabas there.  He was glad to see that God was also helping non-Jews enjoy a better life, and he encouraged them to keep following Jesus’ example.  
Barnabas then went to Tarsus to get Saul and bring him back to Antioch.  They stayed there for a year to help the people follow Jesus’ example.  It was there that the term Christian first came to be used for Jesus’ followers.
About that time, some other people who had been sharing God’s advice in Jerusalem went to Antioch.  One of them was named Agabus, whom God enabled to predict that the entire district of Judea was going to experience a severe famine.  This eventually happened while Claudius was the leader of the Roman Empire.  So when Barnabas and Saul went to Jerusalem, Jesus’ followers sent as much food along as they could.
One of God’s Messengers Rescues Peter from Prison 

12  At that time, Herod Agrippa was the Roman leader over that area.  He was harassing Jesus’ followers and even had John’s brother James killed.  When he heard that some of the Jewish leaders approved of it, he had Peter arrested and was planning to put him on trial as soon as the annual Jewish freedom celebration was over.  Four guards were posted at his cell throughout the day.  
Jesus’ followers prayed diligently for Peter while he was in prison.  The night before the trial, he was sleeping while chained between two guards, and there were other guards at the prison door.  The dark cell lit up when a messenger from God arrived and woke him.  As the chains fell off his arms, the messenger told him to get dressed and follow him.  After passing two guard posts, the iron gate at the outer entrance of the prison opened by itself.  While they were walking down the street, the messenger left.  Peter thought he was dreaming but then realized that God had sent a messenger to rescue him from Herod and the Jewish people who anticipated his execution.  
Peter went to the home of John Mark’s mother Mary, where a lot of Jesus’ followers were praying for him.  When he announced that he was at the gate outside of the house, a girl named Rhoda recognized his voice.  She was so excited that instead of going to open the gate for him, she ran and told the others that he was there.  They thought she was joking, but she insisted.  Then they thought it might just be his guardian angel, so they were ecstatic when they saw that it really was Peter.  He motioned for them to calm down so he could explain how God rescued him from prison.  Before leaving, he asked them to tell James and the rest of Jesus’ followers what had happened.

The next morning the guards were frantic that Peter was gone.  Herod ordered a search for him, but it was unsuccessful.  He interrogated the guards before having them killed and returning to Caesarea.
Since the people in the seaports of Tyre and Sidon were also targets of Herod’s harassment, they tried to maintain a good relationship with his assistant Blastus so they could keep getting food supplies.  One day, after Herod delivered an impressive speech dressed in his royal robe, the people claimed that he was a god.  But since he didn’t give God the credit, a messenger from God inflicted him with worms and he soon died.  
More and more people began following God’s advice and sharing it with others.  

God Selects Barnabas and Saul (Paul) for a Special Task 
13 When Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch, John Mark went along with them.  Those who helped people follow Jesus’ example in Antioch included:

Barnabas
Saul (Paul)
Simeon Niger

Lucius, who was from the city of Cyrene  
Manaen, who was raised with Herod Antipas
  When God told them to select Barnabas and Saul for a special task, they skipped meals to pray for God’s help and direction.  Barnabas and Saul went west to the seaport of Seleucia and then sailed south to the seaport of Salamis on the island of Cyprus.  There they and John encouraged Jewish people in the local worship centers to follow God’s advice.  
Barnabas and Saul then went across the island to the city of Paphos, where they met a Jewish astronomer named Bar-Jesus and an intelligent Roman official named Sergius Paulus.  When Sergius asked Barnabas and Saul to share God’s advice with him, Bar-Jesus tried to convince them to follow his own advice.  So Saul, whose Roman name was Paul, responded,
“You’re so self-centered that you can’t seem to stop misleading people from following God’s advice.  God will help you stop by making you blind for a while.”
Bar-Jesus immediately lost his vision and tried to find someone to lead him around by hand.  When Sergius saw what happened, he was amazed and decided to follow God’s advice.
Paul Addresses a Jewish Audience in Another Antioch
John returned to Jerusalem while Paul and the others sailed north to the seaport of Perga in the district of Pamphilia in southern Turkey.  They continued north to the town of Antioch in the district of Pisidia, where they went to the local worship center on the weekly day of rest.  After reading a text that one of God’s spokesmen had written long ago, the religious leader invited anyone to offer an encouraging message.  Paul accepted the invitation and addressed the Jewish audience,
“God helped our ancestors escape from Egypt, took care of them in the desert for 40 years, and helped them defeat seven nations so they could live in Palestine. God provided leadership for 450 years until God’s spokesman Samuel became leader.  When our ancestors asked for a different kind of leader, God let a descendant of Benjamin named Saul lead them for 40 years.  Then God turned the leadership over to Jesse’s son David, who followed God’s advice well.  
“God promised that one of David’s descendants would help our people enjoy a better life, which Jesus has done.  But before he arrived on the scene, John encouraged people to be rinsed with water to symbolize their commitment to follow God’s advice.  He explained that someone else would help them follow it more effectively than he could.

“Jesus demonstrated how to follow God’s advice for a better life.  But the people in Jerusalem and their leaders refused to follow his example, even though they often heard God’s spokesmen predict the consequences.  There was no good reason to execute Jesus, but the people insisted that the Roman leader Pilate do so.  When they took Jesus off the cross, they laid him in a grave, but God brought him back to life.  His followers from Galilee saw him in Jerusalem for several weeks afterward, and they spread the word.  
“We want to remind you of the promise God made to our ancestors long ago, which is recorded in the second Psalm.  When God brought Jesus back to life, God kept this promise that the body of God’s special messenger would not rot away.  Although David followed God’s advice, he was buried and his body decayed, just like our other ancestors.  But Jesus’ body didn’t decay because God brought him back to life.  That’s why we’re encouraging you to follow the advice God gave Moses, as Jesus did.  Just having it isn’t enough.  God’s spokesmen predicted long ago that some people would continue living a miserable life because they refuse to believe the amazing things that God does.”
As Paul and his companions were leaving the local worship center, some people asked to hear more about God on the next weekly day of rest.  During the week, Paul and Barnabas encouraged both Jews and non-Jews to follow God’s advice for a better life, and a lot of them decided to do so.  On the next weekly day of rest, nearly everyone in the city went to the local worship center to hear more about God.  When some of the religious leaders saw the large crowd, they became jealous and berated what Paul said.  So Paul and Barnabas courageously responded,

“We’ve encouraged you to follow God’s advice for a better life, but since you refuse, we’re also encouraging non-Jews to follow it.  God told our ancestors long ago that they should encourage non-Jews to follow God’s advice so everyone would have the opportunity to enjoy a better life.”
The non-Jews thanked God because they were happy to hear this.  They began following God’s advice for a better life and encouraged others throughout the area to do so.  Meanwhile, the religious leaders convinced the city officials to expel Paul and Barnabas from the area.  As they went southeast to the city of Iconium, Jesus’ followers in Antioch were following God’s advice and enjoying a better life.
Paul and Barnabas Share God’s Advice in Iconium
14  When Paul and Barnabas arrived in Iconium, they went to the Jewish worship center to encourage people to follow God’s advice, and lot of Jews and non-Jews did so.  While Paul and Barnabas were there, God enabled them to do some amazing things.  They explained how much God cares about everyone, but some Jews convinced some of the non-Jews to follow their advice instead of God’s.  When Paul and Barnabas heard that this group was planning to kill them, they went south to Lystra, another town in the district of Lyconia in south-central Turkey.  There they encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.
Paul Heals a Disabled Man and Is Stoned in Lystra 
While Paul and Barnabas were in Lystra, a man who had been unable to walk since birth heard Paul speaking.  Paul knew the man wanted to follow God’s advice for a better life, so he asked the man to stand up.  When other people saw him stand up and walk around, they thought Paul and Barnabas were gods who just looked like men.  They called Barnabas Zeus and Paul Hermes, since he did most of the speaking.  The temple for Zeus was just outside of town, so the religious leader brought decorated oxen to be killed to honor Paul and Barnabas.  But when they heard about it, they said,
“You shouldn’t do this, because we’re just ordinary men like you.  We want you to follow the advice of the God who made the earth, the sky, the sea, and everything in them.  Although God let your ancestors do whatever they wanted, God still sends rain so your crops bear fruit and you can enjoy the harvest.”
Paul and Barnabas were barely able to convince the people not to kill the oxen to honor them as gods.  But then some Jewish people from Antioch and Iconium arrived, and they persuaded others to join them in stoning Paul.  When they thought he was dead, they dragged him out of town.  But Jesus’ followers helped him get up and return.  
Paul and Barnabas Visit Derbe, Perga and Attalia

The next day Paul and Barnabas went southeast to Derbe, another city in the district of Lyconia.  They encouraged the people there to follow God’s advice for a better life, and a lot of them decided to do so.  
Paul and Barnabas then retraced their steps to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch to encourage Jesus’ followers to keep following God’s advice, even if they experienced hardship for doing so.  Paul and Barnabas selected leaders for Jesus’ followers along the way, skipping meals so they’d have more time to pray.  They went south through the district of Pisidia to Perga, in the district of Pamphylia.  After they encouraged the people there to follow God’s advice, they proceeded southwest to the seaport of Attalia.  From there they sailed east, back to Antioch in Syria, where they originally started their trip.  They stayed with Jesus’ followers for quite a while, relating what God helped them accomplish by giving them the opportunity to encourage non-Jews to follow God’s advice for a better life.  
Some of Jesus’ Followers Insist on Circumcising Non-Jews
15 Some of Jesus’ followers from Judea were telling the non-Jews that they couldn’t enjoy a better life unless they were circumcised, as God’s spokesman Moses had written long ago.  Paul and Barnabas disagreed, so Jesus’ followers in Antioch decided to send Paul, Barnabas and some others to Jerusalem to discuss the matter with Jesus’ 12 chosen followers.  As they traveled south through the districts of Phonecia and Samaria, they told Jesus’ followers along the way that non-Jews were beginning to follow God’s advice.  They were thrilled to hear this.  
When Paul, Barnabas and the others arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus’ followers welcomed them.  After Paul and Barnabas explained what God had helped them accomplish, some of Jesus’ followers insisted that non-Jews had to be circumcised.  After much discussion, Peter said,

“As you know, God recently chose me to encourage non-Jews to follow God’s advice.  Since God is helping them do so, you shouldn’t hinder what God is doing by putting this extra burden on them, which even we and our ancestors have had trouble bearing.  We can all enjoy a better life just by following God’s advice as Jesus did.”
The people listened intently as Paul and Barnabas described the amazing things that God enabled them to do among non-Jews.  Then James said,
“Peter has just explained that God encourages non-Jews to follow God’s advice.  One of God’s spokesmen wrote long ago that God would help David’s relatives and everyone else follow God’s advice.  So we shouldn’t hinder non-Jews from following God’s advice, but we should send them a letter to encourage them to stop making offerings to idols.  Moses wrote about this long ago and people have read it for generations in local worship centers every week.”
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Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch with Judas and Silas
 Jesus’ followers selected Judas Barsabbas and Silas to go along with Paul and Barnabas back to Antioch, sending the following letter along with them: 
“Greetings to Jesus’ non-Jewish followers in Antioch and throughout the districts of Syria and Cilicia,
“We’ve heard that some people from here have upset you by insisting that you have to be circumcised.  Since we didn’t authorize them to say this, we’re sending Judas and Silas along with Paul and Barnabas to verify that God doesn’t want to make it more difficult than what is necessary.  So just stop making offerings to idols.
Sincerely,
Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem”
When Paul and the others arrived in Antioch, the people were thrilled to receive the letter.  Judas and Silas encouraged Jesus’ followers for a while and then returned to Jerusalem.  Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch to invite others to follow God’s advice for a better life.

Some time later, Paul suggested to Barnabas that they revisit every city where they had encouraged people to follow God’s advice, to see how they were doing.  Barnabas wanted to take John Mark along, but Paul refused because John had returned to Jerusalem instead of going along with them when they were in the district of Pamphilia.  So Barnabas and Paul decided to split up.  While John went along with Barnabas to the island of Cyprus, Silas went along with Paul to encourage Jesus’ followers in the districts of Syria and Cilicia. 
Timothy Joins Paul and Silas in Western Turkey 
16 Paul and Silas then went back to Derbe and Lystra, where they met one of Jesus’ followers named Timothy, whose mother was Jewish and whose father was Greek.  Jesus’ followers in Lystra and Iconium spoke well of Timothy, so Paul invited him to travel with them.  Paul suggested that he get circumcised, since they were planning to visit a lot of Jews who knew that Timothy’s father was Greek.  As they traveled from town to town, they encouraged people to follow the suggestions of Jesus’ 12 chosen followers in Jerusalem.  As time passed, Jesus’ followers increased in number and commitment.
Paul, Silas and Timothy then went northwest through the districts of Galatia and Phrygia to the district of Mysia.  They considered going east from there to the district of Bithynia, but God motivated them to go west to the coastal city of Troas.  The night after they arrived, Paul had a dream that a man from Greece asked him to come and help the people there.  We thought God wanted us to help them follow God’s advice for a better life, so we decided to go there right away.
Lydia and Her Family Decide to Follow Jesus’ Example
On our way to Greece, we spent the night on the island of Samothrace and arrived at the city of Neapolis the next day.  We went on to Philippi, the first city in Greece to be established as a Roman colony, and we stayed there for several days.  On the weekly day of rest, we went to the place by the river where the people usually went to pray.  We spoke with some of the women, one of whom was named Lydia.  She sold expensive cloth that had been made in the town of Thyatira in western Turkey, where she was from.  Since she already worshiped God, she was very receptive to Paul’s encouragement to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  After she and her family were symbolically rinsed with water to show their willingness to do so, she invited us to stay for a while.
Paul and Silas are Thrown in Prison at Philippi
Some time later, as we were going back to the place by the river to pray, we met a female slave with a spirit that enabled her to tell people’s fortunes, which generated a lot of money for her owners.  She followed us around for several days, announcing that we were encouraging people to follow God’s advice for a better life.  This annoyed Paul, so one day he commanded the spirit to leave her, as Jesus had done for others.  When her owners realized that she could no longer earn money for them, they took Paul and Silas to the local authorities, claiming that they were causing trouble by encouraging Roman citizens to follow Jewish customs.  Since a lot of other people supported their accusation, the authorities ordered Paul and Silas to be beaten and thrown in prison.  The guard was instructed to put them in the most secure part of the prison with their feet in stocks.
A Prison Guard and His Family Follow God’s Advice

Around midnight, while the other prisoners were listening to Paul and Silas sing hymns and pray, an earthquake violently shook the prison, causing all the cell doors to open and breaking the prisoners’ restraints.  When the prison guard woke up and saw what happened, he assumed the prisoners had escaped, so he drew his sword and was going to commit suicide.  But Paul told him not to harm himself, since all the prisoners were still there.  After the guard got a lamp and led Paul and Silas outside, he asked them what he needed to do to enjoy a better life.  They explained that if he and his family followed God’s advice as Jesus did, they would all enjoy a better life.  The guard treated their wounds while they shared God’s advice with his family.  After he and his family were rinsed with water to symbolize their commitment to follow God’s advice, the guard invited Paul and Silas to come to his home to eat and celebrate that his entire family had decided to follow God’s advice.
The next morning the authorities sent messengers to tell the guard to release Paul and Silas.  But when the guard told them that they were free to go, Paul informed the messengers that he and Silas had been beaten publicly and thrown in prison without a trial, even though they were Roman citizens.  So he insisted that the authorities release them publicly.  When the authorities learned that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were afraid they would be held accountable for having Paul and Silas beaten and thrown in prison.  So they apologized and asked them to leave the city.  Paul and Silas agreed but decided to go to Lydia’s home to encourage Jesus’ followers before they left.
Paul, Silas and Timothy Visit Thessalonica
17 Paul, Silas and Timothy then went west through the cities of Amphipolis and Apollonia to Thessalonica.  As usual, Paul went to the Jewish worship center on the weekly day of rest.  Three weeks in a row he explained that Jesus was the one God’s spokesmen wrote about long ago, who would help people enjoy a 
MAP

Acts 17-19

better life, and who would come back to life after death.  When Paul and Silas invited the people to follow Jesus’ example, some Jews and a lot of Greeks, including a number of prominent women, decided to do so. 
But some other Jews recruited several men to stir up trouble.  The men went looking for Paul and the others at Jason’s home but didn’t find them there.  So they took Jason and some of Jesus’ other followers to the local authorities, claiming they were causing trouble by suggesting that Jesus would replace the Roman leader.  The authorities were very upset about this, so they required bail from Jason and the others before letting them go.
Paul, Silas and Timothy Visit Berea and Athens

That night some of Jesus’ followers encouraged Paul, Silas and Timothy to continue westward to Berea.  When they arrived, they visited the Jewish worship center.  The people there were more eager to follow God’s advice than the people in Thessalonica.  Every day they studied what God’s spokesmen had written long ago to verify what they heard.  A lot of Jews and Greeks, including prominent women, decided to follow God’s advice.  
But when some of the Jews in Thessalonica heard that Paul was encouraging people in Berea to follow God’s advice, they went there to stop him.  So Jesus’ followers took him to Athens by boat, while Silas and Timothy stayed in Berea.  Paul sent them a message to join him as soon as possible.  While he was waiting for them to arrive, he was disturbed by all the idols he saw in Athens.  So every day he talked with people at the Jewish worship center and the local market.  Some who belonged to the philosophical groups known as Epicureans and Stoics didn’t understand what Paul was talking about.  They thought he was referring to some foreign god named Jesus, who had come back to life after he died.  But they were curious, so they invited Paul to come to their discussion group, where they critiqued any new idea that came along.  Paul accepted their invitation and explained,
“As I was walking through town, I noticed that you worship a variety of gods.  One altar has the inscription, For the god we don’t know anything about.  This is the God I came to tell you about.  God isn’t limited to man-made temples because God made the world and everything in it.  Since God is the source of all life, God isn’t dependant on anyone’s help.  Every human being has come from the first person God created, and God determines how long people live.  
“Since God is the source of our existence, as some of your own poets have stated, we should try to learn more about God.  Although God overlooks your ignorance, you shouldn’t portray God as an image formed out of gold, silver or stone.  What God desires is for everyone to follow God’s advice so we can all enjoy a better life.  The reason that God brought Jesus back to life after he died was to verify that God had chosen him to help people accomplish this.”
When Paul mentioned that God brought Jesus back to life after he died, some people made fun of him.  But others believed what he said and wanted to hear more.  So as he left, some people went along with him, including a woman named Damaris and a man named Dionysius, one of the discussion group leaders.
Paul Shares God’s Advice with People in Corinth

18 When Paul left Athens, he went to the city of Corinth, where he met Aquila, a Jewish man who was born and raised in the district of Pontus in northern Turkey.  Aquila and his wife Priscilla had recently left Italy because the Roman emperor Claudius ordered all Jewish people to leave Rome.  Since Paul’s occupation was the same as Aquila and Priscilla’s, he stayed with them so they could make tents together.  But on every weekly day of rest, he went to the local worship center to encourage both Jews and non-Jews to follow God’s advice.
While Silas and Timothy were returning from northern Greece, Paul explained to the Jews in Corinth that Jesus was the one that God promised would help people enjoy a better life.  Some of them refused to believe Paul, so he told them that they were responsible for themselves, and that he would spend more time sharing God’s advice with non-Jews.  
When Paul left the local worship center, he went to the house next door, where Titius Justus lived.  Titius and Crispus, one of the leaders of the worship center, both followed God’s advice, as did Crispus’ entire family.  So a lot of people in Corinth were rinsed with water to symbolize their commitment to follow God’s advice.
That night God encouraged Paul in a dream,

“Don’t be afraid.  I’ll protect you so you can keep sharing my advice, because there are still a lot of people in this city who will follow it.”
So Paul spent a year and a half in Corinth, encouraging the people to follow God’s advice.  During that time, Gallio was the Roman leader of southern Greece.  One day some Jews took Paul to Gallio, accusing him of encouraging people to worship God in a way that contradicted their tradition.  Before Paul even explained, Gallio told his accusers,
“If this involved a violation against Roman law, I would patiently listen to your complaint.  But since it pertains to your Jewish tradition, you’ll have to resolve the matter yourselves.”
Gallio then asked them to leave.  Some time later, they took a leader of the local worship center named Sosthenes to Gallio, but he also refused to listen to their complaint.
Paul Encourages Jesus’ Followers in Turkey

After Paul had spent enough time with Jesus’ followers in Corinth, he went to the seaport of Cenchrea, where he cut his hair short to express his thanks to God.  From there he sailed to the seaport of Ephesus in western Turkey with Aquila and Priscilla.  He went to the local worship center there to encourage the Jews to follow God’s advice.  As he was leaving, they asked him to stay longer, so he said he would return if or when God wanted him to.  
Paul then sailed back to Caesarea, where he greeted Jesus’ followers before going north to Antioch.  After spending some time there, he went west through the district of Galatia to the district of Phrygia in western Turkey, encouraging Jesus’ followers along the way.
Apollos Shares God’s Advice in Ephesus and Greece
A Jewish man named Apollos followed God’s advice diligently.  He lived in Ephesus but was born and raised in Alexandria, on the northern coast of Egypt.  He was a dynamic speaker and was very familiar with what God’s spokesmen wrote long ago.  He encouraged people to follow God’s advice but was unaware that someone succeeded John, who symbolically rinsed people with water.  So when Aquila and Priscilla heard Apollos speak in the local worship center, they informed him that Jesus had demonstrated how to follow God’s advice.  
When Apollos decided to go to Corinth, Jesus’ followers wrote a letter asking the people to welcome him.  He helped a lot of people follow God’s advice and had lively discussions in public with the Jews, explaining that Jesus was the one God’s spokesmen wrote about long ago, whom God promised would help people enjoy a better life.
Paul Visits Ephesus
19 While Apollos was still in Corinth, Paul went to Ephesus and asked about a dozen men if they were following God’s advice as Jesus did.  They said they weren’t aware of Jesus, so Paul asked who had rinsed them with water to symbolize their willingness to follow God’s advice.  When they said it was John, Paul replied,
“While John rinsed people with water to symbolize their willingness to follow God’s advice, he encouraged them to follow the example of the one who succeeded him, namely, Jesus.”
So the men decided to be rinsed again to symbolize their commitment to follow Jesus’ example.  As Paul placed his hands on them, God enabled them to share God’s advice with others in a variety of languages.
For the next three months, Paul went to the local worship center to encourage people to follow God’s advice as Jesus did so they could enjoy a better life.  Since some people refused and made derogatory remarks, Paul and Jesus’ other followers decided to share their message at the place where Tyrannus often taught.  They went there every day for two years, so most people in western Turkey heard about Jesus. 
The Seven Sons of Sceva Confront a Harmful Spirit
God helped Paul do some amazing things in Ephesus.  People who were sick or harassed by harmful spirits became well just by touching articles of his clothing that were taken to them.  Some Jewish exorcists decided to use Jesus’ name in their effort to free others of harmful spirits.  But when the seven sons of the religious leader Sceva tried to free a man of a harmful spirit, it recognized Jesus’ and Paul’s authority but not theirs.  The man with the spirit physically overpowered them, so they ran away, leaving their coats behind.  When the people in Ephesus heard about it, they were alarmed but gained a lot more respect for Jesus.  After those who followed God’s advice shared their experiences, the exorcists publicly burned their expensive resource books.  As time passed, more and more people began to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.
While Paul spent more time in western Turkey, he sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to northern Greece.  He was planning to visit Rome after returning to Jerusalem.
Conflict Arises concerning the Greek Goddess 

About that time, a silversmith named Demetrius and his coworkers were earning a good income by making miniature temples of the Greek goddess Artemis.  One day he told his coworkers,
“As you know, we’re earning a good income by making miniature temples.  But Paul is convincing people here and throughout western Turkey that our gods are not real.  This is jeopardizing our occupation and degrading Artemis, whom people worship throughout the world.”
The coworkers became very angry and insisted that the people of Ephesus still worship Artemis.  As the word spread throughout the city, people gathered at the amphitheater.  They took Gaius and Aristarchus along because they knew they had come with Paul from northern Greece.  Paul wanted to go, too, but Jesus’ other followers wouldn’t let him.  Some friends of his who were community leaders also discouraged him from going.  
There was a lot of confusion at the amphitheater.  Most people didn’t even know why they were there.  Some of the Jews made Alexander go up front to get the people’s attention and explain the situation.  But when they discovered that he was a Jew, they chanted for two hours that they worship Artemis.  Finally, a city official was able to get their attention,

“Everyone knows that the people of Ephesus honor and protect the temple of the great Artemis.  There’s no question about that, so there’s no need to get so upset.  The men you brought here haven’t defamed your goddess and they haven’t stolen anything from her temple.  If Demetrius and his coworkers want to accuse someone, they should present their case in court.  If you have any other concerns, they’ll be handled in the proper manner.  There’s no reason for the disorderly conduct that we’ve had here today.”
The official then told everyone to go home.

Paul Returns to Greece and Western Turkey
20 After the crowd dispersed, Paul encouraged Jesus’ followers before heading back to northern Greece.  After he encouraged Jesus’ followers there, he went to southern Greece, where he stayed for three months.  When he learned that some Jews were planning to get rid of him, he returned to northern Greece instead of sailing to Syria as he had planned.  Several men accompanied him:  
Timothy

Gaius, from the town of Derbe
Aristarchus and Secundus, from Thessalonica
Sopater, the son of Pyrrhus, from the city of Berea 
Tychicus and Trophimus, from western Turkey

While we were in Philippi, they sailed to the seaport of Troas in northwestern Turkey.  We joined them five days later, after our annual freedom celebration, and we stayed a week.
Eutychus Falls out of the Window at Troas
Paul was planning to leave on Monday, so after dinner Sunday evening, he shared God’s advice with Jesus’ followers until midnight.  A young man named Eutychus was sitting by an open 
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window because our lamps were making the room warm.  Unfortunately, he fell asleep while Paul was talking and fell three stories.  Everyone thought he was dead, but Paul went down and hugged him when he discovered he was still alive.  We were all very relieved.  A little later, we went back upstairs and Paul continued sharing God’s advice until dawn.  

Paul Visits Several Areas in Western Turkey

Paul left Monday morning, walking south to the seaport of Assos while the rest of us went there by boat.  Then we sailed further south together to the seaport of Mitylene on the island of Lesbos.  Continuing south the next day, we sailed to the area across from the island of Chios.  We docked at the island of Samos on Wednesday and arrived at the seaport of Miletus on Thursday.  Paul decided not to stop at Ephesus on the way because he was hoping to reach Jerusalem in time for the spring harvest celebration.

Paul Talks to the Leaders of Jesus’ Followers at Miletus
While we were in Miletus, Paul asked the leaders of Jesus’ followers in Ephesus to meet with him.  When they arrived, he explained,
“As you know, ever since I came to western Turkey, I tried my best to encourage everyone, publicly and privately, to follow God’s advice as Jesus did, even though some Jews gave me a hard time for doing so.  Now I’m planning to go to Jerusalem and I know what could happen there.  God warned me that wherever I go, some people may give me a hard time and throw me in jail.  But this doesn’t bother me because I’m not concerned about my own life.  I just want to help others follow Jesus’ example so they can enjoy a better life.
“Since you won’t see me again, I want you to know that I’ve tried my best to help you follow Jesus’ example, and you should do the same for others.  Unfortunately, some of you will mislead those who are following it.  You’ve depended on me for three years to help you follow God’s advice so you can enjoy the life God promised.  Now you must depend directly on God.

“You don’t need to give me money or clothing because I work whenever I can to cover my coworkers’ expenses as well as my own.  But I encourage you to help others in need because Jesus pointed out that you’ll enjoy life more when you give help than when you receive it.”

Paul then prayed with the leaders.  Before they accompanied him to the boat, they hugged him and cried because they were disappointed that they wouldn’t see him again.  
Paul Visits Jesus’ Followers in Tyre 
21 We sailed south to the islands of Cos and Rhodes, and then east to the seaport of Patera in southeastern Turkey.  Then we sailed to northern Palestine, passing the island of Cyprus on our left.  We docked at the seaport of Tyre, where the boat unloaded its cargo.  Since we met some of Jesus’ followers there, we stayed a week.  While we were there, they warned Paul not to go to Jerusalem.  At the end of the week, they accompanied us to the boat, along with their wives and children.  After we prayed, we said goodbye and boarded the boat while they returned home.
Paul Visits Jesus’ Followers in Ptolemais and Caesarea
From there we sailed south to the seaport of Ptolemais, where we spent the day visiting Jesus’ followers.  The next day we sailed further south to Caesarea, where we stayed for several days with Philip, one of the seven men whom Jesus’ followers selected to distribute aid to widows.  Philip had four unmarried daughters who encouraged others to follow God’s advice.  While we were there, one of God’s spokesmen named Agabus came from the district of Judea.  He put Paul’s belt around his hands and feet as he explained that God predicted some Jews would tie Paul up in Jerusalem and turn him over to non-Jews.  When we heard this, we discouraged Paul from going there.  But he replied,

“Don’t try to change my mind.  I’m willing to be tied up and even killed in Jerusalem, as Jesus was.”

When we realized that Paul wouldn’t change his mind, we prayed for God’s will to be accomplished.  Then we headed for Jerusalem along with some of Jesus’ followers from Caesarea.  Mnason, one of Jesus’ first followers on the island of Cyprus, also came along and invited us to stay with him in Jerusalem.
Paul Arrives in Jerusalem

When we arrived in Jerusalem, Jesus’ followers gave us a warm welcome.  The next day we went to visit James and Jesus’ other chosen followers.  Paul greeted them and explained how God had helped him encourage non-Jews to follow God’s advice.  They thanked God for that but shared their concern,

“As you know, thousands of Jewish people are diligently following God’s advice.  But some people claim that you’re discouraging them from circumcising their children and following other traditions that Moses introduced.  When they find out that you’re here, they’ll be very upset, so here’s our suggestion.  Go to the temple with the four men who’ve made a special promise to God and pay for their offering so they can have their head shaved to show that they’ve kept their promise.  This will let everyone know that you still follow our traditions.  
“But Jesus’ non-Jewish followers don’t need to observe this tradition.  As you know, our letter to those in Antioch simply encouraged them to stop making offerings to idols.” 
The next day Paul did what they suggested.
Paul Is Beaten and Arrested 

About a week later, some Jews from western Turkey saw Paul in the temple.  They had previously seen him in Jerusalem with Trophimus, whom they knew was a non-Jew from Ephesus, and they assumed Paul had taken him into the temple.  So they spread the rumor that he was discouraging Jewish people from following their traditions and that he disrespected the temple by taking non-Jews inside.  Some Jews became very upset about this, so they dragged him out of the temple and closed the doors.  
When the Roman military commander heard that some people in Jerusalem were trying to kill Paul, he took some soldiers and officers along to restore order.  When the people saw them, they stopped hitting Paul.  The commander ordered him to be heavily chained and asked the crowd who he was and what he had done.  But since there was a lot of confusion, the commander couldn’t determine what had actually happened, so he instructed the soldiers to take Paul to their quarters.  When they arrived at the stairs of the quarters, the soldiers had to carry him because the crowd was becoming violent, insisting that he be killed. 
As Paul was being taken inside the soldiers’ quarters, he asked the commander in the Greek language for permission to speak.  When the commander heard Paul speak Greek, he asked if he was the Egyptian who had recently incited riots and hid 4,000 rebels in the desert.  Paul replied,
“I’m a Jew from Tarsus, a prominent city in the district of Cilicia.  Please let me speak to the people.”
The commander gave Paul permission, so he stood on the top flight of stairs and got the people’s attention by speaking in Hebrew,
Paul Addresses the Angry Crowd

22  
“Let me explain.  I’m a Jew who was born and raised in Tarsus, in the district of Cilicia.  Our respected religious instructor Gamaliel taught me God’s advice, and I’ve tried to follow it as passionately as you do.  I harassed Jesus’ followers and threw them in prison.  Some have died in the process.  
“Our religious leaders can verify that they gave me authority to arrest Jesus’ followers in Damascus and bring them back to Jerusalem for trial.  But on my way there around noon, a blinding light from the sky suddenly shone on me.  As I sat down with my eyes closed, someone asked why I was harassing him and his followers.  When I asked who was speaking, the man identified himself as Jesus from Nazareth.  Those who were traveling with me also saw the light but they didn’t hear Jesus talking to me.  When I asked what he wanted me to do, he told me to continue going to Damascus, where someone else would tell me what to do.  Since the light had blinded me, those who were with me led me by the hand the rest of the way.
“The Jewish people in Damascus respected a man named Ananias, who followed God’s advice diligently.  When he came and asked me to look at him, I opened my eyes and could see again.  He told me that the God our ancestors worshiped wanted me to better understand God’s will by learning about Jesus, who had followed God’s advice completely.  Ananias predicted that I would encourage everyone I meet to follow Jesus’ example.  Then he suggested that I be rinsed with water to symbolize my commitment to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.
“When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, Jesus told me to leave the city right away because some people there didn’t want to hear about him.  I tried to object, explaining that they knew I had arrested his followers in the local worship centers and threw them in prison, and that I approved of his follower Stephen’s death, while guarding the coats of those who stoned him.  But Jesus insisted I share God’s advice with non-Jews far away.”
The crowd listened to Paul’s explanation but persisted that he be killed.  They expressed their anger by yelling, ripping their clothes and throwing dust into the air.  So the military commander instructed the soldiers to take Paul to their quarters and whip him to find out why the crowd was so upset.  As the soldiers were tying him up to be whipped, he asked the military officer standing nearby if it was legal to whip a Roman citizen who hadn’t had a trial.  The officer knew it wasn’t, so he informed the commander that Paul was a Roman citizen.  The commander was alarmed to learn this, so he personally asked Paul if it was true.  When the commander admitted that it cost him a lot of money to become a Roman citizen, Paul stated that he had been a citizen since birth.  So the soldiers immediately untied him.
The commander still wanted to know what the charges were against Paul, so he ordered the religious leaders to convene for a hearing the next day.
Paul Addresses the Religious Leaders
23 During the hearing, Paul insisted that he hadn’t done anything to offend God.  When the religious leader Ananias ordered the guards to slap him across the face, he responded,
“God could do the same to you, because you pretend to follow God’s advice while judging me, but you’re not doing so when you order someone to hit me.”
Some people scolded Paul for talking to the religious leader this way, so he replied,

“I didn’t realize that he’s a religious leader.  I know one of God’s spokesmen told our ancestors long ago that we should respect our leaders.”
Paul was aware that some of the religious leaders were Pharisees, who believed that God will bring people back to life after they die.  He also knew that some of the religious leaders were Sadducees, who rejected that belief and the belief that God sends messengers to people.  So he pointed out that he was a member of the Pharisees and that some people were criticizing him for the belief that God will bring people back to life after they die.  When he mentioned this, the Pharisees began arguing with the Sadducees, insisting that Paul hadn’t done anything wrong, and acknowledging that a messenger from God may have spoken to him.  
The military commander was concerned that Paul could get seriously hurt during the heated debate, so he instructed the soldiers to take Paul to their quarters.  That night God encouraged Paul to help the people in Rome follow God’s advice, as he had done in Jerusalem.

Some Jews Plan to Kill Paul

The next day, more than 40 Jews made plans to kill Paul and promised not to eat or drink anything until they succeeded.  They presented their plan to the religious leaders,

“Ask the military commander to bring Paul back from the soldiers’ quarters so you can interrogate him further.  We’ll ambush and kill him before he gets here.”
When Paul’s sister’s son heard about the plan, he went to the soldiers’ quarters and told Paul.  So Paul asked one of the officers to take the boy to the commander.  When the commander asked the boy in private what he wanted, he explained that the religious leaders were going to ask the commander to bring Paul back the next day so they could interrogate him further.  Then he pleaded,

“Please don’t agree to do that, because more than 40 men are planning to ambush and kill him.  They’ve promised not to eat or drink anything until they succeed, and they’re just waiting for you to put their plan in motion.”

As the commander gave the boy permission to leave, he asked him not to tell anyone that he warned him about the plan.  The commander then gave two officers these instructions,

“Get 200 soldiers and 70 cavalrymen ready to leave for Caesarea at 9:00 tonight.  Put Paul on a horse and take him to Felix, the leader of the district of Judea.”

The commander sent this letter along with them:

“Honorable Felix,
“Some Jews have tried to kill this man, but I rescued him when I discovered that he’s a Roman citizen.  I wanted to know what the charge was against him, so I ordered their religious leaders to question him.  I learned that it only pertained to their religious traditions and that he didn’t deserve a prison term, much less death.  When I discovered their plan to ambush and kill him, I decided to send him to you, and I told his accusers that they’d have to present their case to you.
Sincerely, 
Claudias Lysias”
That night the soldiers and cavalry took Paul as far as Antipatris.  The next day the soldiers returned to Jerusalem while the cavalry took him the rest of the way to Caesarea, delivering him to Felix along with the commander’s letter.  After Felix read the letter, he asked where Paul was from.  When he learned that Paul was from the district of Cilicia, he said he wouldn’t hear Paul’s case until his accusers arrived.  So he ordered Paul to be kept under guard at the headquarters of the Roman emperor.
Felix Hears the Accusations against Paul  
24 Five days later, Ananias went to Caesarea with some other religious leaders and their attorney, Tertullus.  When Felix invited them to present their case against Paul, Tertullus did the speaking,
“Honorable Felix,

“Thanks to you, we’re enjoying peace in our district and have seen many improvements.  
“We don’t want to waste your valuable time, so I’ll be brief.  This man has been causing trouble everywhere among the Jewish people.  He’s one of the leaders of Jesus’ followers known as the Nazarenes, and he tried to dishonor the temple before we arrested him.  You can question him yourself to verify these charges.”
After the Jewish leaders confirmed the allegations, Felix motioned to Paul to give his defense,
“I know that you’ve been a judge in our district for many years, and I’m glad to have the opportunity to defend myself.  As you know, I went to Jerusalem to worship 12 days ago.  There’s no evidence that I caused trouble at the temple, in the other worship centers, or anywhere else in the city.  My accusers claim that I’m a heretic because I’m one of Jesus’ followers, but I worship the same God our ancestors worshiped, and I follow the advice that God’s spokesmen recorded long ago.  I even share the same belief that some of my accusers do, that God will bring everyone back to life after they die.  
“I always try my best to respect God and care about others.  For many years I’ve gone to the temple to make offerings to God and give money for people in need.  The Jews from western Turkey who claim that I was causing trouble in the temple would be here now if they had any evidence to support their accusation.

“The only charge that my accusers can substantiate is the statement I made to the religious leaders in Jerusalem, that  I believe God will bring people back to life after they die.”
Felix now had a little better idea of what Jesus’ followers believed, but he told Paul that he would wait until the military commander Lysias arrived to decide his case.  He then instructed an officer to put Paul in prison and allow his friends to provide for his needs.
A few days later, Felix and his Jewish wife Drusilla sent for Paul to learn more about the beliefs of Jesus’ followers.  As Felix thought about the consequences for not following God’s advice, he became alarmed and told Paul to leave until another time.  He had frequent conversations with Paul, hoping he would eventually offer him a bribe.  But until he was replaced by Porcius Festus two years later, Felix left Paul in prison to retain the approval of the Jews.
Festus Hears the Allegations against Paul  

25 Three days after Festus arrived in Caesarea, he went to Jerusalem.  The religious leaders informed Festus of their charges against Paul and asked him to have Paul brought to Jerusalem for trial, planning to ambush and kill him on the way there.  But Festus told them that Paul would be kept in Caesarea, and he invited those who wanted to press charges to accompany him when he returned.
About ten days later, Festus returned to Caesarea.  The very next day, he held a hearing for Paul.  The religious leaders from Jerusalem brought several serious charges against him, but they had no evidence for any of them.  Paul insisted that he had followed God’s advice and never dishonored the temple or the Roman emperor.  Festus wanted to please the Jews, so he asked Paul if he would agree to be tried by the religious leaders in Jerusalem.  But Paul replied,

“You already know that the Jews don’t have any valid charges against me.  If I had committed a crime that deserved the death penalty, I wouldn’t challenge it.  But I shouldn’t be handed over to those who have no basis for their charges, so I appeal to the Roman emperor.”
After Festus conferred with his advisors, he told Paul that his appeal was granted.  
Some time later, Agrippa II, the leader of a nearby district, and his sister Bernice went to Caesarea to welcome Festus.  After they were there for several days, Festus explained Paul’s situation to Agrippa,
“My predecessor Felix left a man in prison named Paul, whom the religious leaders in Jerusalem recently asked me to condemn to death.  I explained that Roman law doesn’t allow someone to be condemned before he’s had the opportunity to defend himself.  So the day after I returned to Caesarea, I conducted a hearing.  When his accusers presented their case, I was surprised that their charges only pertained to their religious traditions and a man named Jesus, whom Paul claims God brought back to life after he died.  I wasn’t sure what to do, so I asked Paul if he would agree to be tried by the religious leaders in Jerusalem.  But he appealed to the Roman emperor, so I’m keeping him in custody until the emperor is ready.”
Agrippa wanted to hear what Paul had to say, so Festus made arrangements for another hearing the next day.  After Agrippa and Bernice made a royal entrance into the assembly hall accompanied by military commanders and city officials, Festus had Paul brought in as he explained the situation, 
“Some Jewish people here and in Jerusalem are insisting that I condemn Paul to death.  But he hasn’t done anything that deserves the death penalty.  So when he appealed to the emperor, I decided to grant his request.  Since I’m not sure what charges to list, and I can’t send a prisoner to the emperor without a list of charges, I’d like you to help me question him.”
Paul Defends Himself against the Accusations 

26 Then Agrippa gave Paul permission to defend himself,
"I’m glad to have the opportunity to respond to the accusations that some of my fellow Jews have made against me.  I realize you’re already familiar with our customs and controversies, but please be patient as I explain.
“My fellow Jews are aware that when I was a young man, I became a member of the Pharisees, who try very hard to follow God’s advice and who believe that God will bring people back to life after they die.  But now some Jews want to execute me for believing what God promised our ancestors.  
“I used to harass Jesus’ followers because I thought they weren’t following God’s advice.  Our religious leaders gave me permission to throw them in prison in Jerusalem, and I even supported their execution.  I was so outraged that I often went to the local worship centers in other districts to harass Jesus’ followers and force them to curse him.  
“But one day around noon, as I was on my way to Damascus with the authority of our religious leaders to arrest Jesus’ followers, a light brighter than the sun shone on me and my fellow travelers.  While we sat on the ground with our eyes closed, someone asked me in Hebrew why I was harassing him and his followers.  When I asked who was speaking, the man identified himself as Jesus.  He explained that he wanted me to follow his example by helping others follow God’s advice for a better life, instead of submitting to the self-centeredness that Satan personifies.
“Since then, I’ve encouraged people in Damascus, Jerusalem, and throughout Judea and other districts to follow God’s advice as Jesus did.  This is why some Jews wanted to kill me in the temple.  But God protected me because I only shared what Moses and God’s other spokesmen predicted long ago, that the first person God brought back to life would be the one who was executed for helping others enjoy a better life.”
When Paul finished speaking, Festus suggested that he must not have his facts straight.  But Paul replied,

“No, this is the truth.  I’m sure Agrippa believes what God’s spokesmen said long ago.”
When Agrippa remarked that Paul almost convinced him to follow Jesus’ example, Paul responded, 
“I pray that you and everyone else here would follow Jesus’ example but that you wouldn’t be imprisoned for it, as I am.”

After Festus, Agrippa and his sister Bernice left the assembly hall, they decided that Paul didn’t deserve the death penalty or even a prison term.  Agrippa told Festus that Paul could’ve been released if he hadn’t appealed to the Roman emperor.
Paul Is Shipwrecked on the Way to Rome
27 The Roman military commander named Julius was given the responsibility to take Paul and some other prisoners to Italy.  The ship we boarded was from the seaport of Adramyttium in northwestern Turkey, where it was scheduled to return.  A man named Aristarchus from Thessalonica went along with us.  When we arrived at the seaport of Sidon in northern Palestine, Julius was kind enough to let Paul visit his friends. 
From there we had to sail north of the island of Cyprus because of the contrary wind.  We sailed past the districts of Cilicia and Pamphylia in southern Turkey to the seaport of Myra in the district of Lycia.  There the commander transferred us to a ship from Alexandria that was headed for Italy.  It took us several days to get near the seaport of Cnidus, in southwestern Turkey.  The wind prevented us from going further west, so we sailed south past the seaport of Salmone, on the east side of the island of Crete.  We continued around the south side of Crete to the seaport of Fair Havens, just west of the town of Laesea.
Since the journey was taking longer than expected and it was almost winter, sailing was becoming more treacherous.  So Paul 
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warned the crew that the ship and cargo could be destroyed and we could all be killed.  But the captain and the owner of the ship persuaded the commander to sail northwest to the seaport of Phoenix, on the southwest side of Crete, since it had a better harbor for the ship to spend the winter.  So when a mild wind began blowing from the south, the crew resumed sailing, staying close to the shore of Crete.  But before long, a strong wind from the north known as the Euroclydon drove us close to the small island of Cauda, where the crew managed to bring the utility boat on board and reinforce the bottom of the ship.  Since they were afraid that we might be driven onto sand bars along the northern coast of Africa, they threw some things overboard the next day to lighten the ship.  Some of us helped them throw some more things overboard the following day.  
We hadn’t seen the sun or stars for many days and the storm was still pounding us, so we lost hope that we would survive.  But Paul encouraged us,

“You should’ve accepted my advice and stayed in Crete.  But none of us will die, even though we’ll have to run the ship into an island.  Tonight one of God’s messengers told me not to be afraid, because we’ll all survive and I’ll eventually appear before the Roman emperor.  So don’t worry.  I believe it’ll happen as God said.”
In the middle of the night two weeks later, while we were near the Adriatic Sea, the crew realized that the wind was driving the ship close to land.  They checked the depth of the water and found that it was 120 feet deep.  When they checked it again a little later, it was 90 feet deep.  They were afraid the ship would be driven against a reef, so they dropped four anchors off the back and prayed for daylight.  Some of the crew decided to abandon ship, so they began lowering the utility boat into the water, pretending to drop anchors off the front of the ship.  But Paul realized what they were doing and warned the commander and some soldiers that if the crew didn’t stay on board, no one else would survive.  So the soldiers cut the ropes on the utility boat and let it fall into the sea.

When it was almost dawn, Paul encouraged everyone to eat because they hadn’t eaten in two weeks.  He insisted that none of them would be harmed but they’d have to eat to survive.  So after he thanked God for the food and began to eat, everyone else ate, too.  There were a total of 276 of us on board.  When we finished eating, we threw the rest of the wheat overboard to lighten the ship. 
Although the crew didn’t recognize the land they saw at dawn, they decided to run the ship onto the beach.  They cut the ropes to the anchors, loosened the ropes on the rudders, and raised the front sail to catch the wind.  The front of the ship ran aground, but the waves battered the rear.  The soldiers were planning to kill the prisoners so they wouldn’t get away.  But the commander wanted to save Paul, so he ordered those who could swim to jump overboard and swim to land.  Since the rest reached land on planks and anything else that floated, everyone on board survived.
28 When the local residents came to help us, we learned that we were on the island of Malta.  They made a fire for us because we were wet and cold.  As Paul added a bundle of wood to the fire, the heat caused a snake to crawl out and bite him on the hand.  When the local residents saw the snake bite him, they assumed he had murdered someone and expected him to die.  But he shook it off into the fire and had no adverse reaction to it.  Since he didn’t die right away and his hand didn’t even swell, they concluded he must be a god.  
The local leader named Publius welcomed us and extended his generous hospitality for three days.  While we were there, his father became ill with fever and severe diarrhea, so Paul prayed for him.  When others who were sick learned that the man became well, they asked us to heal them, too.  They were so thankful that when we left three months later, they provided what we needed.  
We boarded another ship from Alexandria, which had spent the winter on the island and had a large image of twin gods displayed.  We sailed north to Syracuse, a seaport on the southeast side of Sicily, where we stayed for three days.  We continued north to the seaport of Rhegium, on the southwestern tip of Italy.  The next day the wind again blew from the south, so we arrived at the seaport of Puteoli on the west coast of Italy the following day.  Some of Jesus’ followers invited us to stay there for a week.  When word reached his followers in Rome that we were coming, they met us at Forum of Appius and Three Taverns, two towns south of Rome.  As we left, Paul thanked God for their encouragement.
Paul Arrives in Rome and Meets with the Jewish Leaders
When we arrived in Rome, the military commander delivered all the prisoners to the prison except for Paul, whom he allowed to live alone under private guard.  Three days later Paul met with the Jewish leaders and explained his situation,
“Although I didn’t commit a crime or break any of our traditions, I was arrested in Jerusalem and turned over to the Roman authorities.  After they interrogated me, they wanted to let me go because there was no evidence that I deserved the death penalty.  But the Jews insisted I be executed, so I had to appeal to the Roman emperor.  The only reason I was arrested is that I encouraged people to follow God’s advice so they could enjoy a better life.”
The Jewish leaders replied,

“We haven’t received any written accusations against you from the district of Judea, and no Jews have come to file charges against you.  But since there is such widespread opposition to Jesus’ followers, we’re interested in hearing what you have to say.”
Some time later, several of the Jewish leaders visited Paul for the entire day.  Referring to what Moses and God’s other spokesmen wrote long ago, he explained that people need to follow God’s advice as Jesus did to enjoy a better life.  Some of the Jewish leaders agreed, but as others started to leave, Paul quoted what God’s spokesman Isaiah told our ancestors,
“Although you appear to listen, you don’t understand because you’re not really interested.  Since you’ve closed your eyes and ears, I can’t help you follow God’s advice for a better life.”
Paul then informed the Jewish leaders that a lot of non-Jews are following God’s advice for a better life. 
During the next two years, no one tried to stop Paul from helping others follow God’s advice and learn more about Jesus.
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