In My
Backyard

by David Wilkins

Deawvid Wilkins has had a Ife- laing Interast Inphotography and the advent of
digita| photography re-energlzed his Interest in photography. He spent 30 years
as a chemnlcal enginesr and s now retired. He has held various posttions with the
Lancaster Photograptny Association. He was rewsletter editor for three years, wice
president fior twa years, and president for the years 201 2-2013 and 2073-2014.
Active n Southern Caltfornia Councll of Camera Clubs (540, David 15 a board
member, and was secretary for two years and was the 54.C president for the years
2015-2017 and 2020-2022. He has been a commentator Incne of the P5A digial
study sectlons since 2011, Ha and his wife llke to Indulge thelr passkon for
photography and travel. Landscapes, travel and wild animals feature prominenthy
Ini his Images. He has a special Interast n star tralls and night photography.

Tetachapi Loop lluminated by Train Light

Tehachapi Loop

I think the mner child i each of vs is fscinated by
trains, What conld be more exciting than a train that
crosses over itself while going in a cincle or parts of
the irain raveling in opposite directions! Welcome
to the Tehachapi Loop where all these things can
heppen The Tehachapi Loop is located m the
Tehachapid mountams s they rise from the central
walley of Califormia fo the high point in Tehachapi.
The boap is west of Tehachapd, Califomia, just off

Hiztay 58. The loop is marked by a historical
marker af the Feene exit fiom highway 58 md is three
miles up the Winodfiord- Tehachspi Foad. There is 3
pull-off area and a viewing platfonm at this location.

The loop was built to keep the track grade at 2
reasonable rate as frains climb from the Central
Walley, near Bakersfield, to Tebachapi on the way
to the Mojave Desert. The loop accomplished this
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Tehachapi Loop Blur Matien

Ty poing in a circle and nsing a nnel to pass under
itzelf. For more infonmation on the Tehachapi Loaop,
see Wikipedia

The tunne]l vnder the loop is single oack, al mamy
areas ghove and below are double track. The Union
Pacific and the BISF railroads both nse this mack.
This is a heavily used train route. Om a recent day, I
was there and watched

2 one-hour period. Trains

zZoing down are obviously

faster than those going up.

Fuast waiching the trains
zoing arpund the loop can
e entertaining. Trains
longer than 3800 feet will
zo under themssahves when
they et the loop via the
fummel and even longer
frains can be seen poing in
apposite directions after the
leading parts of the trzin
have exited the tonel and
can be ssen moing on down
the mmntsin
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Wariows photo oppormnities are present. This 3 good
spot for taking a wideo of the rain going around the
loop. If 3 train heappens to be present at sunset, then
thers can be good color in the sky. A newtral density
filter can be used to bhar motion of the train or the
low lizht near sunset can be wsed. There is enpuzh
room to pull off the road near the mnnel exdr, to geta

Train Exiting Turnind

shot of the enzine exitng
the tunnel while other
parts of the tram can be
sepn on the track abowe
the tunmne]

To get the entire loop and

the wacks leading into

ihe loop one will need 2

wide-angle lens on the

order of 14-18 num focal

length. The loop itself can

be taken in with 3 24 num

lens Highway 58 is just

ihe north end of the loop |

and will be inchided in

amy shots that showr the

enitire oop.

Ome of my favorite places

to view the loop s to dove

up the road to just before

the crest of the hill where there is room to park off the
road on the north side of the road There is a dirt lane

that can be walked for a great view to the west of the

enitire boop.

Sime the tunnel is single frack, sometimes traimes will
stop part way around the double wack parts of te loop
o let 3 faster frain pass. Ome can be going up while the
other is going down or 2ll can be going down or wp.

Twao Trains on Loop

Some pther nferesting sites in the area: The
Bskersfield Mational Cemetery is 10.7 miles from
the Telachapi Loop Overlook. Take the Woodford-
Tehachapi Foad back to highway 58 and zo west to
the highway 223, This is a beft exit, and the cemetery
&5 less than a mile up the road.

There is also 3 railtoad mnsenm in Telachapd. The
rouie berwesn Bakersfield and Tehachapi is classic
old California with o=k trees and either golden or
green backdrops, depending upomn the seasom.

Train Passinglnder Hsedf

FE8 Jourral » September 2023 » s pea-photoong = 17




