LIVING FAITH

TWENTY-EIGHT SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME October 10, 2021
THE GOSPEL TODAY
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the
commandments: You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall
not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honour your father and mother.”
He said to Jesus, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him
and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”
When the man heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is will be for those who have wealth
to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to
them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at
them and said, “For humans it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
That image of the camel and the eye of a needle is obviously a deliberate exaggeration – but what is
the point Jesus is trying to make?
In fact, possessions have a tendency to possess us and give us the illusion of security; whereas only
Jesus and his teaching provide real and everlasting security. Money turns so easily into the love of
money, which is then a roadblock on the way to eternal life. So Jesus challenges us to cut the nerve
of our reliance on wealth and to follow him wholeheartedly, getting rid of anything that might take our
focus off following him.
That sounds at least discouraging, if not impossible. But Jesus reminds us that “all is gift.” Nobody
can lead a truly Christ-centred life unless Jesus first loves them, takes hold of them, leads them. As
we heard in today’s gospel: “Jesus, looking at [the man], loved him” – and then Jesus invited the man
to follow him. The man in the gospel could not let Jesus love him.
We are first LOVED, then we are given a task to do, a life to lead. We first have to let ourselves be
loved, be taken hold of, be grasped by Jesus and his message. Once we are immersed in what truly
matters, it will be much easier to let go of what matters less. Then we (especially the wealthy) can be
more free and generous with what we have, trusting that our security is in Jesus and following him.

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
•
•

Mark uses the words “shocked” “grieving” “perplexed” “astounded” to describe the reactions to
his teaching about wealth. What words describe your reaction?
Describe any insight or understanding or questioning from the Gospel or the Reflection that
might help you with regard to money in your Christian life.
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Thanksgiving Prayer for Families
Lord, thank you for walking with us through the seasons of our lives. For the winter,
when we are held safe in your arms through the darkness. For the hope of spring, as we
are filled with new promise and life. For summer time, full of warmth and colour
And for autumn days as leaves fall to seed new growth.
You are always with us.
Amen.
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Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org

CANADIAN CATHOLIC ORGANIZATION FOR DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE
FALL CAMPAIGN
Let’s stand with the oppressed in their quest for
recognition
In Honduras and Cambodia, organizations supported
by Development and Peace are raising the voices of
communities oppressed by a model of economic
development that violates their rights. The Honduran
Center for the Promotion of Community Development
(CEHPRODEC) trains environmental leaders to
defend natural resources, the environment and human
rights. In Cambodia, Development and Partnership in
Action (DPA)’s mission is, in part, to enable
communities affected by extractive industries to gain
advocacy skills so they can organize and defend their
rights.
We can support these partners by recognizing the role
we can play in an unjust global system and taking
action to change it. This year, the action highlighted by
the People and Planet First campaign is about
holding Canadian companies accountable for their
operations abroad - to ensure that Canada is not
complicit in the violation of the rights of our brothers
and sisters. Get involved at https://devp.org/en

HAVE YOU HEARD?

THE 2023 SYNOD OF BISHOPS BEGINS HERE ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2021
The XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops
with the theme: for a synodal Church: communion,
participation and mission commences in both the Vatican
and in our Archdiocese this month.

TO LEARN MORE, GO TO:
https://www.synod.va/en.html
Further details on the synodal
process in the Archdiocese of St.
John’s will be available in the coming
weeks in parish bulletins and in the
Archdiocesan catechetical resource,
Living Faith.

On October 10th 2021 in Rome, Pope Francis will open this two-year
synodal journey with a time for encounter and reflection, followed by
a moment of prayer and the celebration of the Eucharist. We
encourage you to view the coverage of the synod, and to browse the
synod resources on the Vatican website www.synod.va.

The official opening of the synod in each diocese will take
place on Sunday October 17th 2021. In the Archdiocese of St.
John’s, Archbishop Peter Hundt will begin our synodal
journey by presiding at a special 11:00 am Mass at the
Cathedral-Basilica of St. John the Baptist. You may wish to
attend this Mass at the Basilica, or join the livestream of the
Mass at www.thebasilica.net.

IN THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR THIS WEEK
ST TERESA OF AVILA
OCTOBER 15
Teresa was born in 1515, and so she lived in an age of exploration as well
as political, social, and religious upheaval. The gift of God to Teresa in and
through which she became holy and left her mark on the Church and the
world is threefold: She was a woman; she was a contemplative; she was
an active reformer.
As a woman, Teresa stood on her own two feet, even in the man’s world of her time. She entered
the Carmelite convent, despite strong opposition from her father.
Teresa was a woman of prayer, discipline, and compassion. Her heart belonged to God. Her
ongoing conversion was an arduous lifelong struggle, involving ongoing purification and suffering.
She was misunderstood, misjudged, and opposed in her efforts at reform. Yet she struggled on,
courageous and faithful; she struggled with her own mediocrity, her illness, her opposition. And in
the midst of all this she clung to God in life and in prayer. Her writings on prayer and contemplation
are drawn from her experience: powerful, practical, mystical and graceful. She was a woman of
prayer; a woman for God.
Teresa spent much of her time and energy seeking to reform herself and the Carmelites, to lead
them back to the full observance of their Rule. She founded over a half-dozen new monasteries.
She traveled, wrote, fought—always to renew, to reform.
Her writings, especially the Way of Perfection and The Interior Castle, have influenced generations
of believers.
FACTS ABOUT ST TERESA OF AVILA
Feast Day: October 15
Patron: of Headache sufferers, Spanish
Catholic Writers
Birth: March 28, 1515
Death: October 4, 1582
Beatified: 1614 by Pope Paul V
Canonized: 1622 by Pope Gregory XV
Declared a Doctor of the Church 1970 by
Pope Paul VI

