Life of Christ Series
PART 1 - JESUS IS BORN (Shepherd) The meditation should be NO LONGER THAN 5 minutes! 
Reference Luke 2:8-16 

Notes to speaker: Do not just read this story, tell the story. It does not matter whether all the details mentioned here are covered. What does matter is that you speak sincerely and with conviction of the events of Jesus' birth, as if you were present with Jesus. Feel free to refer to the portions of the Gospels referenced above and embellish your story with details taken from them. This is not a time for theatrics, but it is a time to instruct in a way that will be entertaining and memorable. Use any costumes or props that will make the story more interesting. Remember to explain things that young people may not know about. 

JESUS IS BORN 

I was a young boy - about your age - the night Jesus was born. I was a shepherd in those days. My job was to watch the sheep, day and night, to make sure they didn't wander off. That night I was out in the fields with some other shepherds, watching my sheep. 

Suddenly, a bright light was shining on us. The brightest light I had ever seen. It lit up the whole sky, in the middle of the night. I don't mind telling you, I was scared to death. A voice spoke to us from out of the light, saying, "Don't be afraid. I've got great news for you! Great news for the whole world! This very day, in a city called Bethlehem, is born a Savior which is Christ, the Lord." 

Our ancestors had been looking for a savior for hundreds of years so, right then and there, we made up our minds we were going to Bethlehem to find this baby. But to us country shepherds, Bethlehem was a pretty big place. There had to be more than one baby there. How were we going to know we had found the right one? 

The angel must have read our minds. The angel said you'll find the baby wrapped in a blanket lying in a manger. Do you know what a manger is? It's a feed trough. It's the thing in a barn where you put the hay for the horses. Well that narrowed it down a bit. There couldn't be more than one baby lying in a feed trough. 

Then all of a sudden a whole group of angels filled the sky, saying praises to God. When 

the angels were gone, we just looked at one another. We decided right then, sheep or no sheep, we had to go see this baby - the one the angels had said was the Savior of the world! 

We hurried into Bethlehem and found the baby and his parents, Mary and Joseph, in a barn, just like the angel had said. The baby's name was Jesus. I have never seen another baby like that. One look at that baby and we all fell on our knees and worshipped Him. The son of God, the savior of the world had been born!
