
 

 

 

 

UAPPEAL BILL STATUS LINGO 
 

An Explanation of What the Bill Statuses Mean on Each State Legislature’s Website. 

 

 

2021-2022 Sessions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ALABAMA 
Example: HB 10 from 2022 

 

 

 

 

Means: H (Bill is in House).  It had a 1st reading on Jan 11 in the full House and referred to Ways and Means General Fund Committee. 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with an amendment that was given the number listed.   

 

 

Means: The bill was given a 2nd reading by title and placed on the 3rd reading calendar with an amendment. 

 

 

Means: Amendments were adopted.  R 33 is the roll call vote number.  Clicking it provides the votes.   

Status, Fiscal Note, Text Entire history of bill 
Resolution allowing non-budget bills to pass before 

budget 
Monetary cost of bill 



 

Means: The bill had its 3rd and final reading and passed the House. 

 

 

Means: A motion was made to pass the bill and the Senators passed it.  It shows those votes.   

 

 

Means: A legislator accidentally voted wrong and wants to officially declare their intention was to vote yes.  A look at the voting shows they accidentally voted Pass. 

 

 

Means: Any amendments, substitutes and other changes are added into the bill so the Senate is given the latest version. 

 

 

Means: The bill is now in the Senate as shown by the S.  The Senate read it once (by title only) and then sent it to their Finance and Taxation General Fund committee.   

 

 

Means: Implies that the committee passed the bill.  Then the Senate had a 2nd reading on the bill.  It was then placed on the calendar for a 3rd reading. 



 

Means: A senator made a motion to pass the bill and the Senate passed it.  Shows the roll call number with votes. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading and passed the Senate.   

 

 

Means: Second House means that it passed the 2nd chamber it was in.  The H is showing that it was sent back to the House for enrollment. 

 

 

Means: All amendments and substitutes have been added in to the bill to make a final version for presenting to the governor.   

 

 

Means: The leader of the original chamber (House) signed the bill to show that the version passed by the Senate was approved by the House.  It then requests the 

other chamber’s signature.   

 

 

Means:  The House then requested the other chamber’s signature.   



 

 
Means: Gives the date and time the bill was given to the Governor for signature. 

 

 

Means: The bill became law and was given the number listed.  For many states, a bill is given an act or chapter number that is assigned chronologically as each bill is 

passed.  In this case, the 2022 tells you the year and the 199 is the act number.   

 

  



ALASKA 
Example: SB 125 from 2021 

Where to Find Abbreviations: http://akleg.gov/docs/pdf/abbracro.pdf  

 

 

 

Means: (S) means the bill was in the Senate and had a reading for the 1st time (likely title only).  Then it was referred to committee. 

 

 

Means: Res stands for Resource committee.   The bill was referred to Resource committee on April 16. 

 

 

Means: Resources committee (Res) reported (rpt) committee substitute (CS) with 5 votes of do pass (DP) with the same title = The committee passed the bill with a 

substitute and made no changes to the title.  

 

 

Means: These are the 5 committee members that voted do pass (DP).  

 

 

Means: FN is fiscal note or a note about the financial impact of the bill on an agency.  The zero means it will have no impact on the Department of Fish and Game 

(DFG). 

 

 

 

Means: The Rules committee (schedules bill to be heard by entire chamber) approved the bill to be placed on the calendar to be heard by the entire Senate. 

 

http://akleg.gov/docs/pdf/abbracro.pdf


 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading in the entire Senate.   

 

 

Means: The committee substitute (CS) itself passed by Resources committee (RES) was adopted by the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the 3rd reading calendar to be passed by the Senate.   

 

 

Means: It was read a 3rd time in the Senate and was a committee substitute Senate bill (CSSB) that was passed by Resources.   

 

 

 

Means: These are the Senators co-sponsoring the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate with 16 Yes votes (Y16), 0 No votes (N-) and 4 excused (E4).   

 

 

Means: The bill will take effect immediately after it becomes law.   

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to House. 

 



 

Means: This is the version of the bill that was sent to the House (Senate committee substitute). 

 

 

Means: Bill was read the first time in the House and had a referral to a committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to House Resources committee. 

 

 

 

 

Means: The Resources committee (RES) reported the bill with 6 votes of do pass (6DP) and 1 No Recommendation (1NR).  It then lists who voted each way. 

 

 

Means: No fiscal impact on Fish and Game. 

 

 

Means: These are the Senate sponsors of the bill.   

 

 

Means: Each member of the House can only debate the bill for 2 minutes as approved with the votes listed (Yes – 23, No – 16, Excused – 1).   



 

Means: The rules committee placed the bill on the House calendar to have a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading in the House. 

 

 

Means: Bill was placed on 3rd reading calendar.  UC is Union Calendar.   

 

 

Means: Bill was read for a 3rd time in the House with the version listed (committee substitute). 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House with 40 Yes votes.   

 

 

Means: The bill takes effect when it becomes law.   

 

 

Means: The bill was sent back to the Senate and tells what version was sent (Senate committee substitute) and the Senate sponsors.   



 

Means: Bill was sent to the governor for signature. 

 

 

Means: Bill was signed by the Governor on July 13 and was given the chapter number listed.  The bill takes effect on Jul 14. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ARIZONA 
Example: HB 2677 from 2021 

Where to Find Abbreviations: https://www.azleg.gov/faq/abbreviations/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) 1st reading 

2nd reading 

2)Committees 

3rd reading & 
vote 

1st reading 

2nd reading 

3rd reading & 
vote 

Committees 

Governor 
Action 

https://www.azleg.gov/faq/abbreviations/


 

 

 

 

 

Means: Bill had a first reading where it was read by title.   

 

 

Means: Bill was referred to Natural Resources, Energy & Water committee (NREW) first.  For bills originating in the Senate, there is a 2nd reading first.  It was voted do 

pass with a vote of 10 yes votes.  Then, it went to rules to make sure the legislature has legal authority to pass it.  Rules decided it was constitutional and in proper 

form (C&P) with a vote of 8 yes votes.   Vote numbers are ayes-nays-not voting-excused-vacated.   

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading.   

 

 

Means: Bill is skipping debate in the full House (Bills going to consent calendar skip debate).   They had no objections to that.   

 

Date Sent to 
Committee 

Committee 
Name 

Date Reported 
Out of Committee 

Action Taken 
by Committee 

Votes by 
Committee 



 

Means: Bill is sent to a caucus where each party debates the bill and decides their position (not binding).  This also informs them of the bill.  Majority and Minority 

mean whether the Republicans or Democrats have control over the House, and one with control is majority. 

 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading and vote in the House with 58 ayes and 2 not voting and it passed.   This bill is NOT an emergency bill, was not amended, there are NO 

special requirements before the bill can be enacted (i.e., another bill must pass first) (RFE), is not a citizen ballot initiative or referendum (RFEIR), and does not require 

a 2/3 supermajority vote. 

 

 

 Means: Bill was then sent to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a first reading by title only in the Senate.   

 

 

 

Means: Senate had a second reading on the bill. 

 

 

 

Not Voting Excused 
 

Vacated 
Emergency 

Bill   Amended 

Requirements 
for Enactment 

Requirements for 
Enactment for 
Initiatives and 
Referendums 

2/3 vote 
required 



 

 

 

Means: Bill was referred to Natural Resources, Energy & Water committee (NREW) first.  It was voted do pass with a vote of 9 yes votes.  Then, it went to rules to make 

sure the legislature has legal authority to pass it.  Rules decided it was constitutional and in proper form (C&P).    

 

 

Means: Bill is skipping debate in the full Senate by being put on the Consent Calendar (would be blank if not).   They had no objections.   

 

 

 

 

Means: Bill is sent to a caucus where each party debates the bill and decides their position (not binding).  This also informs them of the bill.   They both took the 

position of accepting the bill.   

 

 

 

 

Means: The Senate passed the bill with 29 ayes and 1 not voting.  No special conditions exist.   

 

Means: Bill was sent back to House.   

 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to the Governor, who signed it Mar 26 and it was assigned Chapter 134.   134 means it was the 134th bill to become law that year.  

 



ARKANSAS 
Example: HB 1099 from 2021 

NOTE: Arkansas bill information is pretty easy to understand for the most part.   

 

Means: Bill was filed in the House on Jan 8. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a first reading in the House by title only.  Then the House voted to suspend the rules on waiting another day and go ahead and do a 2nd reading.  

The bill was then referred to the committee listed.   

 

 

Means: Bill passed Agriculture, Forestry & Economic Development with Do Pass vote.  

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House and was sent to the Senate.  The votes are listed in the link (96 yeas and 4 non voting).   

 

 

Means: Senate got the bill from the House.  In other words, they are acknowledging receipt of the bill.   

 



 

Means: Senate also had a first reading, suspended the rules and went ahead and had a 2nd reading and referred the bill to committee. 

 

 

Means: The committee reported the bill with a vote of Do Pass.   

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate.  Votes were 30 Yeas, 0 Nays, 0 Non Voting, 4 Present, and 1 Excused.   

 

 

Means: The bill was sent back to the House. 

 

 

Means: House is acknowledging receipt of the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill text is being updated to its final form.  During this time, all amendments and substitutes are added in and the bill is printed.   

 

 



 

Means: The bill amendments were correctly added and it was sent to the Governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: Bill was either signed into law or became law without the governor’s signature.  Includes the act number.  This is the 130th bill to pass that year. 

  



CALIFORNIA 
Example: AB 468 from 2021 

Where to Find Abbreviations:  

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading.  It doesn’t say House or Senate but we know it is House from the bill number (AB = Assembly/House bill).  All new bills must be sent to 

the printer to be printed out. 

 

 

Means: Bill was printed.  The committee hearing date listed is the earliest expected date the bill could have a hearing based on timing at each stage of the process and 

when the committee meets.   

 

 

Means: The bill will be referred to two committees.  The first is Public Safety (PUB. S.).  The 2nd is Business & Professions (B. & P.).   

 

 

Means: The author submitted an amendment to the committee chair.  The bill was pulled from committee, had the amendments added, was read a 2nd time to 

approve them in the House and was sent back to committee in its updated form.   

 

 

Means: Bill had a hearing listed but it was postponed.  In this case, the committee postponed it.  The author can also request a hearing be cancelled or postponed.   

 

 

Means: There was no action in the Public Safety committee, so a vote was made to withdraw it and refer it to the 2nd committee (Business & Professions) instead. 



 

Means: The author again amended the bill, so it was pulled, amended, had a 2nd reading and was referred back.   

 

 

Means: Business & Professions voted Do Pass and voted to send the bill to Appropriations with 18 Ayes and 0 Noes.   April 13 (date in parenthesis) is the date it actually 

passed.  Apr 14 is when it was posted. 

 

 

Means: Appropriations passed the bill with a Do Pass vote of 16 Ayes and 0 Noes on May 5. 

 

 

Means: The full House read the bill a 2nd time.  It was sent to 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House with a vote of 75 ayes and 0 noes.  The page number is the journal page.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a first reading in the Senate where it was read by title, and then sent to Rules committee.  Rules determines which committee a bill will go to. 

 

 

Means: The Rules committee referred the bill to 2 committees.  The first is Business, Professions and Economic Development.   

 



 

Means: The author added additional amendments, which had a 2nd reading in Senate to approve and were added to the bill and sent back to committee. 

 

 

Means: Hearing was postponed for now, this time by committee.   

 

 

Means: Business, Professions and Economic Development passed the bill with 13 ayes and 0 noes on Jun 30 and then referred it to Judiciary. 

 

 

Means: Author again amended the bill in committee. 

 

 

Means: Judiciary passed the bill with an amendment.  Then they voted to send it Appropriations (wasn’t on original committee list so last committee had to approve).   

 

 

Means: Bill was read a 2nd time by the Senate where the committee amendments were approved, and it was sent to Appropriations. 

 

 

Means: Bill was removed from committee due to no action and sent to 2nd reading. 

 

 



 

Means: Bill had 2nd reading by Senate.   

 

 

Means: Bill passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: House received the bill.  They still need to approve the Senate amendments, which may take place starting Sep 2. 

 

  

Means: House decided to suspend its rule to wait until after Sep 2 and go ahead and concur with the amendments.  The amendments were enrolled or added to the 

bill and printed. 

 

 

Means: Amendments were added into the bill, and the new bill was sent to the Governor.  

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.   

 

 

 

 



COLORADO 
Example: HB 1160 from 2021 

 

Means: Bill was filed in the House and sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with an amendment.  It was then sent to the Committee of the Whole, which is a committee of the entire House where debate on 

the bill takes place. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading where the committee amendment was approved along with a new amendment introduced in the entire House.   

 

 

Means: House passed the bill.  No new amendments were introduced. 

 

 

Means: Senate received the bill and referred it to committee. 

 

 

Means: Committee passed the bill with amendments and sent it to the Committee of the Whole where full Senate will debate it.   

 

 

Means: Senate had a 2nd reading and approved both the committee amendment and a new amendment introduced in the full Senate.   



 

Means: Senate passed the bill with no additional amendments. 

 

 

Means: House approved of the Senate’s amendments and repassed the bill.   

 

 

Means: Bill must be signed by the leaders of both the House and Senate to verify that both passed the bill. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to Governor, who then signed it into law.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONNECTICUT 
Example: HB 5011 from 2021 

NOTE: Colors represent how old an action is.   

 

Means: Bill was sent to committee.  

 

 

Means: The Government Administration and Elections (GAE) committee voted to get the draft of the bill.  CT bills are introduced with just a summary, not actual texts.  

The committee must vote to approve drafting the bill before proceeding with action on it.   

 

 

Means: The bill draft was created and posted.   

 

 

Means: Draft was sent to the committee.  In CT, bills are referred to a joint committee, meaning that both the House and Senate use the same committee.   

 

 

Means: Public hearing was held on the bill.   

 

 

Means: The committee passed the bill.  Joint just refers to being from joint committee. 



 

Means: The bill was sent to the LCO, which reviews the bill and makes sure it is constitutional and it doesn’t violate any laws. 

 

  

Means: Bill was sent to Office of Fiscal Analysis to get a fiscal estimate of the bill (what it will cost to enforce) along with the Office of Legislative Research to get a 

general summary of the bill.     

 

 

Means: LCO sent the bill back to the legislature with its reports. 

 

 

Means: Action on the bill was temporarily tabled in the House.  Favorable report refers to the Government Administration & Elections committee report.   

 

   

Means: The bill was placed on the calendar in the full House, specifically number 332. 

 

 

 Means: A substitute bill was introduced and given a new file number (465).  

 

 

Means: The House referred the substitute bill to another committee. 



 

Means: The committee approved the bill. 

 

 

Means: Since a substitute was introduced, the new bill had to be reviewed by the LCO to make sure it was constitutional.   

 

 

Means: No substitute or amendment was passed by committee. 

 

 

Means: The House temporarily tabled, or delayed action on, the bill. 

 

 

Means:  An amendment (Schedule A 8829) was introduced and passed in the full House.   

 

 

Means: The House passed the bill with its amendment.   

 

Means: The committee report was tabled by the Senate. 



 

Means: The bill was placed on the calendar to be heard in the entire Senate.   

 

 

Means: The House committee substitute and floor amendment were placed into a new file.  

 

NOTE: This bill never got any further.  Here is another bill showing what would happen next. 

 

Means: Bill passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The Senate agreed with the House version and made no changes. 

 

 

Means: The bill is given an Act number before being sent to the Governor. 

 

 

Means: Bill must be sent to the SOS and then the Governor.  The Governor signed this bill into law.   



DELAWARE 
Example: SB 179 from 2021 

NOTE: Delaware bill history is for the most part easy to understand.   

 

Means: Bill was filed and referred to Senate committee. 

 

 

 

Means: Bill passed committee with a vote of 3 in favor and 3 on its merits (legislator wants action taken on the bill but has no position on it).  The Committee Reports 

section lists the votes.  View brings up a list of how each legislator voted. 

 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the Senate.  The Roll Calls section lists the votes.  The SM under vote type stands for super majority, meaning the bill needs a higher than the 

normal 2/3 vote to pass.  View brings up a list of how each legislator voted. 

 



 

Means: Bill was sent to the House and referred to committee. 

 

 

 

Means: The committee passed the bill with 2 in favor and 6 on its merits (wants legislature to take action but person has no specific position on it).   

 

 

Means: The House voted to bypass the requirement for hearings. 

 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the House, which required 2/3 vote and all were Yes.  

 

 

Means: The governor signed the bill into law.   

 

 

 



FLORIDA 
Example: SB 388 from 2021 

NOTE: In Florida, bills can be acted on in certain committees after the organizational session, and can pass several committees before the session formally convenes.   

 

Means: Bill was submitted for introduction. 

 

 

Means: Bill will be sent to the 3 committees listed (usually in order).  The Health Policy on the right tells you the bill was sent there first.  SJ is the Senate journal page. 

 

 

Means: A hearing was scheduled for the bill in Health Policy. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed Health Policy committee with the votes listed.   

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the 2nd committee listed.   

 

 

Means: Bill was scheduled for a hearing in the 2nd committee.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the 2nd committee. 



 

Means: The bill was sent to the 3rd committee in the list.   

 

 

Means: Rules scheduled a meeting. 

 

 

Means: The legislature officially convened and introduced the bill.  

 

 

Means: Bill passed the 3rd committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill was placed on the calendar in the full Senate for a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on a calendar.  The Special Order Calendar is for priority bills that are heard in the specific order listed on the calendar. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: An amendment was introduced and adopted by the entire Senate.  154184 is the amendment number.   



 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading in the Senate.  This is where the bill is read only, and is not a vote. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the Senate with the floor amendment.  

 

 

Means: The bill was engrossed or had the amendment added to it (e1).   

 

   

Means: A message of its passage in the Senate is sent to the House clerk. It has not been introduced in the House yet.   

 

 

Means: The bill is bypassing a committee in the House and is going straight to the full House. 

 

 

Means: Tells the specific calendar the bill was placed on and the date to be heard. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 1st reading in the House by title. 

 

 



 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading.   

 

 

Means: Bill was placed on the 3rd reading calendar in the House.   

 

 

Means: Bill was read for a 3rd time in the House.  This is just a reading and not a vote. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the House. 

 

 

Means: The House sent a message to the Senate informing them of the bill’s passage. 

 

 

Means: The Senate requested that the bill be prepared to be sent to the governor by having both chambers sign it. 

 

 

Means: The leaders of the House and Senate signed the bill to verify they passed it and sent it to the Governor. 

 



 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given the chapter number listed.  2021 is the year and 119 means it is the 119th bill to become law that year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GEORGIA 
Example: HB 574 from 2021 

NOTE: GA skips some steps in their bill status list.   

 

Means: The bill was filed in the House for introduction. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House by title only. 

 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading in the full House and sent the bill to committee.  After the 2nd reading, check the committees list and the appropriate chamber for which 

committee it went to.  The bill went to Agriculture & Consumer Affairs.  NOTE: Senate sends bills to committee after the 1st reading.   

 

 

Means: Committee passed the bill. 

 

 

Means: Bill was given a 3rd reading in the House. 



 

 

Means: The bill passed the House.  See votes to see the votes (164 yea, 0 nay, 5 not voting, and 11 excused).  Click on link to see how each legislator voted. 

 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate by title only and was referred to Finance committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill was passed by the Senate committee with a substitute.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate.   

 

 

Means: The Senate adopted and added the substitute changes to the bill and created a new version of it.   



 

Means: Senate tabled the bill, meaning they are delaying action on it until later. 

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to remove the bill from the table so that action may be taken on it. 

 

 

Means: The Senate had a 3rd reading on the bill.  This is a reading only, not a vote. 

 

 

 

Means: The Senate passed the bill with the substitute from the committee.   The Votes section tells you how each legislator voted. 

 

 

Means: The House agreed to or concurred with the Senate substitute.   

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 



 

Means: The bill was signed into law and was assigned an act number (bill is the 278th that became law that year), and lists when it takes effect.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



HAWAII 
Example: HB 156 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill was filed in the House but not officially introduced yet. 

 

 

Means: The bill was officially introduced and had a 1st reading where it was read by title. 

 

 

Means: The bill will go to the 2 committees listed.  The first is Agriculture (AGR). 

 

 

Means: A committee hearing was scheduled for Feb 10. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed Agriculture committee with the votes listed.  It also says what it recommends the House do with the bill (pass it with no amendments).   

 

 

Means: Agriculture sent the bill back to the full House with the recommendation that it have a 2nd reading and be referred to the 2nd committee from the list.  NOTE: It 

may also recommend sending it to an additional committee.   

 



 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading and was referred to the 2nd committee.   Hawaii sends all bills to a 2nd reading right before sending it to the final committee.   Aye with 

reservations means the legislator supports something being done but has problems with the bill as is.  It is counted as a yes vote.   

 

   

Means: The bill had a hearing scheduled in the 2nd committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the 2nd committee.  

 

 

Means: The bill was sent from the committee back to the full House.  

 

 

 Means: The bill passed the House. 

 

 

Means: Senate acknowledged receipt of the bill from the House. 

 

 



 

Means: Bill had a first reading in the Senate where it was read by title only. 

 

 

Means: The bill was referred to Judiciary. 

 

 

Means: The committee is holding a public hearing on the bill on Mar 18. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed Judiciary committee as is.   

 

 

Means: The Judiciary committee sent the bill back to the full Senate and recommended that it have a 2nd reading.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the House where they adopted the committee report to pass the bill on 2nd reading.   

 

 

Means: The Senate is giving you just a 1-day notice that it will vote on the bill (Mar 26 was a holiday, so next legislative day was Mon, Mar 29).   



 

Means: The bill passed the Senate and was sent back to the House. 

 

 

Means: House is acknowledging receipt of the bill from the Senate.   

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to the Governor for signing.  

 

  

Means: The Governor signed the bill into law on Apr 14.  This is telling you the Governor sent a message to both the House and Senate (H and S) informing them that 

the bill was signed and the act number.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IDAHO 
Example: HB 64 from 2021 

 
Means: Bill was introduced in the House, had a 1st reading by title only and was sent for printing.   Usually, the printed version is the official version of the bill.  JRA is 

Judiciary, Rules and Administration Committee that prints the bills.   

 
Means: Bill was printed out and sent to regular committee. 

 

 
Means: Bill passed committee. It was placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading.  

 

 

Means: Bill had 2nd reading.  It was placed on the calendar for a 3rd reading.  

 

 

Means: The bill has until Feb 22 to be read a 3rd time and pass.  UC is Union Calendar.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House.  Title apvd means the title was approved.   



 

Means: The House acknowledged receipt of the bill, had a 1st reading by title only and referred it to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed Senate committee.  It was placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading in entire Senate. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate. It was placed on the calendar for a 3rd reading in entire Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate with no changes.   

 

 

Means: House acknowledged receipt of bill and ordered it to be enrolled, or to be prepared to be sent to both chambers for signing to verify it passed.  

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the House and then sent to the leader of the Senate to sign, where it was signed and returned. 



 

Means: House received the bill and ordered it to be sent to the Governor for signing. 

 

  

Means: The governor received the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law by the Governor and given a chapter number.  This is the 40th bill to become law.  It also lists when the bill takes effect.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ILLINOIS 
Example: HB 64 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill sponsor filed the bill with the House clerk for introduction. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House by title. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to Rules committee which assigns the bill to a regular committee. 

 

 

Means: Legislators can be added or removed as co-sponsors of a bill throughout the process.  This bill had several changes but only one is listed as an example. 

 

 

Means: The Rules committee assigned this bill to Consumer Protection.   

 

 

Means: Bill passed committee with a vote of 5 yes, 1 no and 0 abstain.   

 

 

Means: Bill was placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading in the full House.  Debate (discussion) on the bill will be short.   



 

Means: An amendment was filed by the sponsor after it passed committee, so it was added as a floor amendment.  Amendments are filed with the House clerk first. 

 

 

Means: Amendments introduced on the floor of the full House are sent to the Rules Committee for approval.   

 

 

Means: The committee adopted the amendment with 5 yes votes.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading.   

 

 

Means: During the 2nd reading, the House adopted the sponsor amendment only.   

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the 3rd reading calendar in the full House.   

 

 

Means: The Bill passed the House. 

 

 



 

Means: A legislator formally made a motion to reconsider the vote of the House, preventing it from going to the Senate.   

 

 

Means: The legislator then later withdrew the motion, allowing it to go to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: Senate acknowledged receipt of the bill. 

 

 

Means: Senate placed the bill on the calendar for the 1st reading.  It was not actually read. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate by title. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to Assignments committee which assigns which committee a bill is referred to.  It is the same as the House Rules committee. 

 

 

Means: Assignment committee referred the bill to Agriculture. 

 

 



 

Means: The committee was given until May 29 to pass the bill.  The bill was likely not going to meet the regular committee deadline, so it was extended. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill was placed on the Senate calendar for a 2nd reading.  It was not actually read. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the calendar for a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: This is just informing you that the bill passed the House and Senate.   

 

 



 

Means: The bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the Governor and assigned an act number.  102 means it was passed during the 102nd General Assembly (2021-2022) and it was the 586th 

bill that became law.  The date the bill takes effect was also listed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INDIANA 
Example: SB 53 from 2021 

 

Means: Just tells who wrote the bill. S means the bill is in the Senate.   

 

 

Means: Bill had a 1st reading in the Senate by title and was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading and was sent to be engrossed where any amendments are added to the bill. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the Senate. 

 

 



 

Means: Sponsors can be added or removed from a bill during the bill process.   Only one is being shown for this bill as an example. 

 

 

Means: Bill was then sent to the House. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a first reading in the House (H) and was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the House committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading in the House where the entire bill was likely read.  Again, it was sent to have any amendments added to the bill to create an updated one. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the House.   

 



 

Means: Bill was sent back to the Senate.  This bill had no changes in the House.   

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the 2nd ranked leader of the Senate.    

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leaders of the House and Senate verifying that it passed in both. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and assigned a number.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



IOWA 
Example: HF 513 from 2021 (HF is House File or the same as a House Bill)  

NOTE: Some bills originate as a study bill to give more time to work on them.  Then a regular bill is created if approved by committee.  In the example below, this bill 

started as Study Bill 161 before being introduced as HF 513 (see the Formerly HSB 161 below).   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Means: This bill was first introduced as House Study Bill 161 and referred to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to a subcommittee with the members listed. 

 

 

Means: A meeting was scheduled on the bill in the subcommittee.  

 

 

Means: Subcommittee approved the bill. 

 

 

Means: The full committee approved passing the bill.   

 

 

Means: The bill was renumbered as HF 513.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House. 

 



 

On February 23, 2021, I was necessarily absent during voting in the House chamber. Had I been present, I would have voted as follows:  

House File 513—“aye” 

Winckler of Scott 

Means: A legislator wanted to clarify their vote on the bill.  Looking at House Journal page 546, you see this legislator was absent for the vote but wanted to state that 

they would have voted Aye if they were present.  

 

 

On February 23, 2021, I inadvertently voted “aye” on House File 513, I meant to vote “nay”. 

Staed of Linn 

Means: Another legislator wanted to clarify their vote.  A look at this journal page shows this one meant to vote Nay instead of Aye.   

 

 

On February 23, 2021, I was necessarily absent during voting in the House chamber. Had I been present, I would have voted as follows: 

House File 513—“aye” 

Boden of Warren 

Means: Another legislator was absent during voting and wanted to clarify they would have voted Aye if present.   

 

 

Means: The House Journal (HJ) means a message was sent by the House to the Senate informing them they passed the bill. 

 

 

Means: The Senate Journal (SJ) means the Senate received the message. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate where a companion bill was attached to it.   



 
Means: The bill was put on the Senate calendar to be heard in the full Senate. 

 

 
Means: The HF (House File = this bill) replaced the SF (Senate File = companion bill), meaning the SF was withdrawn.   House File and Senate File are just what they call 

their bills.   

 

 
Means: The bill passed the Senate. 

 

 

MR. PRESIDENT: I was necessarily absent from the Senate chamber on Wednesday, May 19, 2021, when the votes were taken on Senate Files 615 and 568; and 

House Files 838, 513, and 847. Had I been present, I would have voted YEA on all. 

CRAIG JOHNSON 

Means: Another legislator wanted to explain their vote.  This one was also absent and wanted to state they would have voted yes if they were present.  

 

 
Means: The Senate sent a message to the House informing them of the bill’s passage.   

 

 
Means: The House received the message from the Senate. 

 

 
Means: The bill was enrolled or finalized, signed by leaders of the House and Senate verifying it passed, and sent to the Governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a number.  This was the 156th bill passed. 



KANSAS 
Example: SB 39 from 2021 

 

Means: Bill was filed in the Senate and officially introduced. 

 

. 

Means: Bill was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a hearing in committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee.  The next step is to either go to the Consent Calendar (pass non-controversial bills without discussion) or Committee of the Whole 

(committee of entire House or Senate that debates the bill).  This bill went to the Consent Calendar.  NOTE: If controversial, the bill is removed from consent calendar 

and placed on General Order calendar for discussion.   

 

 

Means: Senate passed the bill. 

 

Means: The bill was both received by the House and officially introduced. 



 

Means: Bill was referred to committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a hearing scheduled on the same day as announced (Feb 18).   

 

 

Means: Bill passed House committee. 

 

 

Means: Once a bill passes committee in the House, it can again go to the Committee of the Whole or the Consent Calendar.  For this bill, an amendment was offered so 

it was sent to the Committee of the Whole.   

 

 

Means: The amendment was approved by the committee.   

 

 

 

Means: The committee passed the entire bill with amendment.  Since the vote took place in the Committee of the Whole and not the entire House, the bill must then 

be sent to the House floor for an official vote.   



 

Means: House passed the bill with the amendment.   Final Action is another type of calendar where bills that are ready for final vote are placed on.  

 

 
Means: Senate did not approve of the amendments in the House, so a conference committee was formed to work out the differences between the two chambers.  The 

Senate picked members of their chamber to serve on the committee and represent them. 

 

 
Means: House agreed to conference committee and appointed their members.   

 

 
Means: Senate wanted to suspend going through the conference committee and wanted to reconsider adopting the amendments.   

 

 
Means: Senate agreed to the House amendments.   

 

 

Means: The bill was finalized with all amendments and sent to the Governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: Governor signed the bill into law on May 17. 



KENTUCKY 
Example: HB 229 from 2021 

 

Means: Bill was formally introduced in the House.  The Committee on Committees is the committee that decides which committee a bill will be referred to. 

 

 

Means: The Committee on Committees decided to send it to Judiciary.  A notice was posted to the committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the committee, had a 1st reading in the entire House where it was read by title and was placed on the 2nd reading calendar. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading.  After the 2nd reading, a bill goes to Rules.  The Rules committee placed it on the calendar for Feb 9. 

 

 
Means: Bill passed the House and was sent to the Senate.  The Senate acknowledged receipt.  

 

 

Means: Bill was referred to Agriculture committee in the Senate.  



 

Means: Bill passed committee and had a 1st reading by title in the entire Senate.  It then was placed on the Consent Calendar for its 2nd reading.   A consent calendar is 

one where all bills placed on it are expected to be voted Yes on.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading and was again sent to Rules to decide whether to place it on the calendar for Mar 5.   Orders of the Day are bills that are scheduled 

for 3rd reading, discussion and a final vote.  Consent Orders is the same as consent calendar (bills that are expected to be voted yes on).  Also, 2 new amendments were 

introduced on the Senate floor (floor amendment 1 and floor amendment 2).  The 1-title means that only the title was amended.   

 

 

Means: The bill was removed from the consent orders (noncontroversial bills) to the regular orders (likely due to the amendments).  Passed over means they didn’t get 

to it on Mar 5 but kept it on the calendar for the next meeting.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate with both amendments and was sent to the House.  The House acknowledged receipt and then sent it to Rules.   

 

 

Means: Notifies the House that the Senate amendments need to be approved.    

 



 

Means: The House approved the Senate amendments.  Enrolled means the bill was finalized with approved amendments added and reviewed for errors.  Then the 

leaders of both the House and Senate sign it to verify its passage.  Then it was sent to the Governor. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law.  It was given a chapter number.  It was the 50th bill that became law.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOUISIANA 
Example: SB 58 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill was filed before the session started (prefiled).  Provisionally referred means it was temporarily referred to the committee listed, but it may change 

when the session actually starts. 

 

 

Means: The legislature started for the year, so it was officially introduced in the Senate and had a 1st reading (read by title).  The Senate also voted to go ahead and do 

the 2nd reading and send it to committee (rules suspended).   

 

  

 

Means: The bill passed committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill was read by title only.  Any amendments were added to the bill (engrossed), which there were none.  Then, the bill was put on the calendar for a 3rd 

reading to be voted on in the Senate.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate.  There was a motion to reconsider the vote, but it was tabled and not approved.  It was then sent to the House. 

 

 

Means: The House acknowledged receipt of the bill and had a 1st reading (read by title).  Action was delayed (lies over).  

 

 



 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading by title only (read by title) and was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the House committee with amendments.  Bills are sent to the Legislative Bureau before a 3rd reading in the 2nd chamber (House in this case).  It is 

comprised of 1 House member and 1 Senate member.   The Legislative Bureau reviews it and makes any suggested amendments.   

 

 

Means: The Legislative Bureau sent the bill back to the House without any amendments.  

 

 

Means: Bill had another reading by title only in the House where the committee amendment was approved.  It was then placed on the 3rd reading calendar. 

 

 

Means: House scheduled a day to debate or discuss the bill on May 26. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 3rd reading by title only and passed the House.  Roll called means each legislator’s name was called and that legislator gave their vote.  Bill was then 

sent to the Senate.   

 

 

Means: Senate acknowledged receipt of the bill.   

 

 



 

Means: Senate met and read the House amendments.  Then the Senate agreed, or concurred with, the amendments.   

 

 

Means: The bill was prepared in final form with any approved changes added.  The leader of the House and Senate signed it to verify it passed. 

 

  

Means: The bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

 Means: The bill was signed into law and given an act number (162 means it was the 162nd bill that became law that year).  The date the bill takes effect is also listed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAINE 
Example: HP 69 from 2021 

NOTE: In Maine, actions on a bill are spread over 3 different tabs: summary, actions, and committee info.   Start by looking at actions.  Then committee info after bill is 

sent to a committee.  Then back to actions.  Finally, look at summary to find the governor’s action on a bill.   

 

 

Means: The bill was filed in the House and officially received.  Then it was sent to committee and printed out.  Joint Rule 308.2 allows a bill to be sent to committee 

when the legislature is not in session.   Joint Rule 401 just says that every bill must be printed.  Next, look at the committee info page. 

 

 

Means: This is when the bill was referred to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a public hearing on Feb 25. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a work session Mar 9 where the committee discussed the bill without further public input. 

 

 

Means: Just informs the public a work session was held. 

 

 

Means: During the work session, the committee voted on the bill.  Divided report means the members were divided on what action to take.   



 

 

Means: On the action tab, The House agreed to carry over the bill to every regular or special session of the 130th Legislature (2021-2022).  This means that it will 

automatically be eligible to be acted on during any special session called.  This bill actually passed committee during a special session.   

 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent back to both the House and Senate.  Majority voted ought to pass as amended (OTP-AM) and a minority voted ought not to pass (ONTP).   So, 

most wanted it to pass with amendment and some didn’t want it to pass at all.  All suggested actions are given to the House and Senate for them to decide which one 

to adopt.   Next, go back to the action page to see how the House and Senate responded, which take action on the same report. 

 

 

Means: The House responded first.  It read the committee report. NOTE: The House is taking several different actions on the same day.  This report looks at them one 

at a time. 

 

 

Means: The House decided to adopt the majority report from the committee of ought to pass as amended.  During this stage, the House is just deciding how to 

proceed with the bill: pass it with amendments or not pass it.   It is not a final vote.   

 

 

Means: Bill had first reading in the House.   

 

 

Means: House read and adopted the committee amendment A.   

 



 

Means: The House suspended the rules and went ahead and read the bill a 2nd time.  It did not send it to the committee that deals with 2nd reading bills. 

 

 

Means: The House approved the bill to be engrossed, which means updating the bill text with the new amendment.  It has still not passed the House yet.   

 

 

Means: The House sent the bill to the Senate to get them to concur (approve) and take the same action (pass it as amended). 

 

 

Means: The committee report was read by the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The Senate adopted the majority report of ought to pass as amended.  Again, they are just deciding what action to take not actually passing it. 

 

 

Means: The bill itself had a 1st reading in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The committee amendment was adopted by the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The Senate suspended the rules and went ahead and read the bill a 2nd time.  It also approved the bill to be engrossed, which means updating the bill text with 

the new amendment.  It has still not passed yet.   

 

 



 

Means: The House passed the bill.   

 

 

Means: The Senate passed the bill.  In concurrence means both the House and Senate took the same actions.  Next, check the governor’s action on the summary page. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law on Jun 8 and given a chapter number.  This was the 99th bill that became law.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MARYLAND 
Example: HB 186 from 2021 

NOTE: The first date listed in each of these is the calendar date.  The 2nd date is the legislative date.    

 

Means: The bill was filed in the House before the legislature started. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House and was sent to committee.   

 

 

Means: The committee had a hearing on Jan 28. 

 

 

Means: After looking at the votes, this shows the bill passed committee.   

 

 

Means: The committee sent the bill and its report back to the House.  Committee passed it with amendments.   

 

 

Means: The House accepted the committee report on which action to take on the bill.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading where the amendments passed.   



 

Means: The bill passed the House. 

 

 

Means: The Senate referred the bill to committee. 

 

 

Means: The Senate committee voted on the bill.  Opening the link shows it passed committee. 

 

 

Means: The committee sent the bill and its report back to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The Senate adopted the committee report. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate with a vote of 47 yes and 0 no. 

 

 

Means: The Senate returned the bill to the House. 

 

 
Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.  This bill was the 181st bill to become law.   



MASSACHUSETTS 
Example: S 36 from 2021 

NOTE: MA has a very complex and many times confusing bill status and process.  This report tries to explain it the best way possible.   

Bill S.36  

 

Means: Bill was sent to committee by the Senate.   

 

 

Means: The House agreed to send the bill to the committee listed.  This is because MA has joint committees, which means both the House and Senate use the same 

committee.  The bill goes to committee and then to each chamber for approval. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a hearing in committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill was written into a new bill draft.  This is common when the legislature has more than one bill on the same subject.  All bills are combined into one bill.  

Following the status of the bill requires looking at the new bill.    

 

Bill S.2470  

 

Means: The new bill draft passed committee and the bill and committee report were sent to the Senate.   

 

 

Means: This is saying that the bill replaces both S 36 (our bill) and another bill (H864).  This means that text from both are likely combined into this new bill.   



 

 

Means: Bill was sent to another committee by the 1st committee. 

 

 

Means: The committee passed the bill with amendment.  When an amendment is made, the bill gets a new draft with a new number, so we have yet another bill 

number.  However, the full Senate must approve the change first.   

 

 

Means: It was placed on the calendar for 2nd reading for Jun 24.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The Senate approved the amendments and substituted S2470 with the new draft S2481.  Following the status of the bill requires looking at the new bill.    

 

 

Bill S.2481  

 

Means: This shows the original approval by the Ways & Means committee as seen under the previous version of the bill. 



 

Means: This shows the committee approval of a new draft with a new amendment as seen under the previous version of the bill.   

 

 

Means: This shows how the Senate adopted this bill as the new draft for S 2470 as seen under the previous version of the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill was ordered to be placed on the 3rd reading calendar in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate.  Engrossed means all amendments and changes were added to the bill.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House and was referred to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed House committee with an amendment.   It includes a new title.  All amendments are placed into another new bill (H 4194 in this case).  Looking 

at that bill, shows the following.   



 

Means: The title shows this is only an amendment to another bill (S 2481) and provides the text.   

 

 

Means: The bill was referred to another committee (amendments have not been approved yet).   This committee determines how much of a priority a bill is and where 

and when it will be placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading.   

 

 

Means: Committee decided to schedule it for the next legislative day.  Orders of the Day is the type of calendar.   



 

Means: The House suspended the rules to wait until the next legislative day and went ahead and proceeded with a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading, had the amendments adopted and was ordered to be placed on the 3rd reading calendar.   

 

Looking Back at Bill S.2470  

 

Means: This adds the information about the 2nd reading and amendment (S2481) to the old bill page since the text changed.   

 

Returning to Bill S.2481 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading in the House.  This was a reading only. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House with the amendments.  It was engrossed, or had the bill changes added to it.   

 

 

Means: Senate suspended the rules and decided to immediately respond to the House changes. 



 

 

Means: The Senate did not concur, or approve, of the House amendments. 

 

 

Means: Senate appointed its members for the conference committee to work out the differences. 

 

 

Means: The House did not want its changes removed.  

 

 

Means: The House appointed its member for the conference committee.  

 

 

Means: The conference committee final version was added into yet another new bill, S2603.   Following the status of the bill requires looking at the new bill.    

 

Bill S.2603  

 

Means: The new conference committee bill was sent back to the Senate with its report.   

 

 



 

Means: Shows the committee action was added to the previous version of bill.  

 

 

Means: Rule to wait to take action on the report was suspended, allowing immediate action. 

 

 

Means: Senate approved the conference committee amendments of the bill.   

 

 

Means: In the House, adopting the conference report requires being placed on the calendar by the Steering, Policy and Scheduling committee.   

 

 

Means: The committee scheduled it on the Orders of the Day calendar.   

 

 

Means: Rules were suspended to allow taking immediate action on it. 

 

 

Means: House approved the conference committee amendments to the bill. 



 

Means: Each chamber has to have a separate vote whether to approve the bill as an emergency bill as included in the conference committee amendments. House 

approved.  

 

 

Means: Senate approved making the bill an emergency bill.  

 

 

Means: House repassed the bill as amended. 

 

 

Means: Senate repassed the bill as amended and sent it to the Governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: Bill was signed into law Dec 22 and given a chapter number.  2021 is the year introduced and 108 means it is the 108th bill passed that year.  

 

 

 

 

 



MICHIGAN 
Example: HB 4126 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill was introduced in the House and lists the legislator who introduced it (sponsor).  HJ tells the House Journal number and page the action is posted on.  

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House by title only.  

 

  

Means: The bill was referred to committee.  NOTE: In the Senate, the bill has a 2nd reading first.   

 

 

Means: The printed version of a bill is considered the official form.  This means the bill text was posted electronically online.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with a substitute.  H-1 is the substitute number (H for House and 1 for amendment 1).  Reported means the bill and subsitute and 

the committee report were sent to the full House.  

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the 2nd reading calendar in the full House.  NOTE: This is for House only.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading. 

 

 



 

Means: The committee substitute was adopted by the House.  The House adopted the change only, not the bill.  

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the 3rd reading calendar. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading only.  No action taken yet. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House.  The bill effective date was changed so it takes effect immediately after becoming law.  The House did a roll call vote where they 

called each legislator’s name and the legislator gave their vote. 

 

 

Means: The House sent the bill to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to a Senate committee. 

 

 

Means: The Senate committee passed the bill with no changes, and reported means it sent its report and the bill to the full Senate. 

 

 

Means: The committee also made a recommendation that the bill take effect immediately after becoming law. 



 

Means: In the Senate only, after a committee passes a bill it goes to the Committee of the Whole, which is a committee of the entire Senate.  Here the Senate adopts 

amendments, introduces amendments and has discussion. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the Committee of the Whole without any new changes.  Reported means its was sent to the regular Senate floor.   

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the 3rd reading calendar. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate.  The bill effective date was changed so it takes effect immediately after becoming law.  The Senate did a roll call vote where they 

called each legislator’s name and the legislator gave their vote. 

 

 

Means: The full title was added to the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent back to the Senate with no changes. 

 

 

Means: The bill is finalized in its final form and reviewed for accuracy and printed. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to Governor. 



 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given an act number.  PA is Public Act,  ’21 is year 2021 and 6 means it is the 6th bill that became law that year.  It also lists the 

effective date.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINNESOTA 
Example: SF 958 from 2021 

NOTE: Minnesota gives the option to view actions in the order they happened or separated by House and Senate.   Separated version is easier to read but chronological 

is easier to follow along with the bill status. 

 

SEPARATED:            CHRONOLOGICAL:  

 

Means: The bill was formally introduced and had a 1st reading by title in the Senate. 

    

Means: The Bill was referred to committee. 

 

    

Means: The bill passed the 1st committee with an amendment and was sent to a 2nd committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEPARATED:            CHRONOLOGICAL:  

    

Means: The bill passed the 2nd committee with an amendment.   

    

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The committee amendment was adopted by the Senate.  Special order is the type of calendar 

it was placed on.  Special Order bills are considered priority bills and can be quickly debated, 

amended, given a 3rd reading and pass.   

 

    

Means: The bill passed the Senate.   Next, look under House to continue to follow the bill.  

 

 

Means: House acknowledged receipt of bill. 

 

   

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate.  The bill was compared to its companion bill.   



SEPARATED:            CHRONOLOGICAL:  

 

Means: The bill texts for both bills were not the same.  The SF was substituted for the HF.   

 

   

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the House.   

 

   

Means: The bill was placed on the 3rd reading calendar for Apr 21.  Equivalent of General Order or Special Order calendar in Senate.  

 

 

Means: Bill report was sent to the House. 

 

 

Means: A motion was made to lay the bill on the table, postponing it until later. 

 

   
Means: The motion passed and the bill was tabled.   



SEPARATED:            CHRONOLOGICAL:  

 

Means: There was a motion to remove the bill from the table so it can be considered further. 

 

   

Means: The motion passed and the bill was removed from the table. 

 

   

Means: The House amended the bill. 

 

   

Means: The bill was read for a 3rd time with the amendment. 

 

   

Means: The bill passed the House with amendments. 

 

   

Means: Senate did not concur, or agree with, the House amendments.  It requested a conference committee to work out the differences and appointed its members. 

 



SEPARATED:            CHRONOLOGICAL:  

 

   

Means: House agrees to the conference committee and appoints its members. 

 

   

Means: Conference committee decided to delete all House amendments from the bill and sent a report to the House and Senate.  

 

    

Means: The Senate approved the conference committee changes and repassed the bill without them.  

 

    

Means: Bill had 3rd reading in the Senate.   

 

   

Means: The House approved the conference committee changes. 

 



SEPARATED:            CHRONOLOGICAL:  

   

Means: Bill had a 3rd reading and passed the House as amended. 

 

    

Means: Senate reporting of the House adopting the report.   

 

   

    

Means: Bill was sent to the Governor for signing.  

 

   

   

Means: Bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.  28 means it’s the 28th bill that became law.  The effective date is different depending on the section. 

 



MISSISSIPPI 
Example: HB 72 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill was introduced in the House (H), had a 1st reading (status doesn’t list this step), had a 2nd reading (status doesn’t list this step) where it was sent to 2 

committees.  The first is Public Health and Human Services. 

 

 

Means: The 1st committee Public Health (PH) passed the bill and sent to the 2nd committee Judiciary A (JA).  TSDP = Title stuff do pass, which means it was passed with 

no changes.  DR is likely do report from committee. 

 

 

Means: Judiciary A (JA) passed the bill (TSDP) without amendment and sent it back to Public Health (PH).  NOTE: When a bill is sent to 2 committees, the chair of the 1st 

handles it on the full House or Senate floor.  

 

 

Means: Bill passed both committees with no amendments.   This is the official committee recommendation to the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House. 

 

 

Means: 3 legislators made a motion to reconsider the vote and vote again.   

 

 

Means: The motion was tabled and did not pass.   

 



 

Means: The House sent the bill to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was introduced in the Senate (S), had a 1st reading (status doesn’t list this step) and had a 2nd reading (status doesn’t list this step) where it was sent 

to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the committee without changes. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: A legislator made a motion to reconsider the vote and vote again.   

 

 

Means: The Senate tabled the motion and continued to pass the bill.  

 

 

Means: The Senate returned the bill to the House for enrolling, which means it is finalized and checked for accuracy.   

 

 

Means: The leader of the House signed the bill verifying its accuracy and that it passed. 

 



 

Means: The leader of the Senate signed the bill verifying it. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law. 

 

 

Means: The background information shows the disposition (became a law), effective date and chapter number.  This bill is the 329th bill passed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MISSOURI 
Example: SB 71 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill was filed before the legislature convened. 

 

 

Means: After the legislature convened, the bill had a 1st reading in the Senate by tile only.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate and was referred to committee. 

 

 

Means: A hearing was scheduled but then cancelled by committee.   

 

 

Means: A public committee hearing was completed for the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with a substitute bill.  SCS = Senate committee substitute.  

 

 

Means: The committee report and bill were sent back to the Senate.  

 

 



 

Means: A substitute (SS) to the committee substitute (SCS)was introduced on the Senate floor and approved.  SS = Senate substitute. 

 

 

Means: All approved substitutes and amendments have been added to the bill.   

 

 

Means: The listed committee reviewed the bill for accuracy and determined the substitutes and any amendments were correctly added to the bill (Truly perfected). 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 3rd reading in the Senate and passed. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 1st reading in the House (H) by title. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading in the House. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to a House committee. 

 

 

Means: A committee hearing on the bill took place. 

 



 

Means: The bill passed committee with a substitute.  HCS = House Committee Substitute. 

 

 

Means: The committee reconsidered its vote. 

 

 

Means: The committee again voted to pass the bill with a substitute after its 2nd vote.   

 

 

Means: The committee sent its report and the bill back to the full House. 

 

 

Means: In the House, bills that pass committee go to the Rules – Administrative Oversight committee which determines whether debate on the bill will be limited.   

 

 

Means: The rules committee approved the House committee substitute (HCS).   

 

 

Means: The report and bill were sent back to the House. 

 

 

Means: Bills are placed and kept on a formal calendar in order until heard.  If a bill reaches the top of the formal calendar and is not heard, it is placed on an informal 

calendar where it can be heard at any time.   



 

Means: An amendment (HA) to the committee substitute (HCS) was introduced in the full House and approved.  HA = House Amendment.   

 

 

Means: The committee substitute (HCS) as amended by the full House was adopted.   

 

 

Means: Bill had a 3rd reading in the House and passed. 

 

 

Means: Since the House passed amendments to the bill, the changes have to be approved by the Senate.  The Senate (S) concurred in, or approved, the amended 

committee substitute (HCS).   

 

 

Means: The Senate had a 3rd reading of the bill with the changes and passed it.   

 

 

Means: Both chambers agreed on the bill and passed it.   

 

 

Means: The Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions & Ethics Committees reviews all bills Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed to ensure that all amendments and substitutes are 

properly added to the bill.   Reported duly enrolled means the committee found the changes to be correctly added.   

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the Senate verifying it passed and is accurate. 



 

Means: Bill was signed the leader of the House verifying it. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to the Governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: Bill was signed into law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MONTANA 
Example: HB 641 from 2021 

NOTE: Montana bill status follows the bill from the time the legislator requests a bill, so the first several entries are before the bill is even introduced in the legislature.  

Before introduction, it is known as a bill draft.   

 

 

Means: The legislator requested a bill to be drafted.  NOTE: In MT, the Legislative Services Division is responsible for drafting the text of all bills.  If drafted by a 

department of state government or legal council of private citizens, the Legislative Services Division redrafts it.  

 

 

Means: After a bill is requested, a bill draft is written and sent to the legislator that requested it to review.  

 

 

Means: After being drafted, the bill has to be reviewed to make sure it is legal.   

 

 

Means: Changes are being made to the bill draft.   

 

 

Means: The changes were reviewed.   

 

 

Means: The draft was proofread.   

 



 

Means: The draft is getting a final review. 

 

 

Means: The bill draft is available online.   

 

 

Means: The Executive Director reviews the bill next. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the House (Assembly).   

 

 

Means: The draft is ready to be sent to the requester. 

 

 

Means: The Executive Director gave one last review of it. 

 

 

Means: The draft is ready to be sent to the requester. 

 

 

Means: The final draft was given back to the legislator or committee that requested it so it can be introduced in the legislator. 



 

Means: Bill was introduced in the House. 

 

 

Means: Bill text is now available online. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to committee (Judiciary). 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 1st reading in the House where the title was posted.   

 

 

Means: Bill had a hearing in committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed committee. 

 

 

Means: The committee report and bill were sent back to the House.   

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading. 



 

Means: The bill passed 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: Bill was placed on the calendar for a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the House. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 1st reading in the Senate by title. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to Judiciary. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a hearing in committee. 

 

 

Means: In the 2nd chamber (Senate in this case), all committee reports are listed as concurred or not concurred with the bill.   In this case, the bill passed committee.  



 

Means: The committee sent their report and bill back to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: Bill was placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading and passed it (concurred).  Again, since this is the 2nd chamber, they are just concurring or not concurring with the bill.   

 

 

Means: Bill was placed on the calendar for a 3rd reading.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent back to the House. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent out to be finalized and make sure all changes are correct. 

 

 

Means: Bill was enrolled or finalized. 



 

Means: The enrolled bill text was posted online. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the House to verify it passed and is correct. 

 

 

Means: Bill was signed by the leader of the Senate to verify it passed. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was assigned into law and given a chapter number.   Chapter number can be found above the bill status.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEBRASKA 
Example: LB 572 from 2021 

NOTE: LB is Legislative Bill since NE only has one chamber. 

 

 

Means: Bill was introduced in the legislature. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: A committee hearing was scheduled on the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with amendment (AM410).  AM = amendment.   The bill and amendment were scheduled on the General File.   The General File is 

where the bill is discussed in the full legislature and amendments can be added.  During this time, it is not unusual to see several amendments filed and then acted on.   

 

 

Means: The Agriculture committee amendment was filed for debate. 

 

 

Means: A legislator (Erdman) introduced a new amendment (AM 484).  

 



 

Means: The bill became listed as a priority bill which means it is acted on before non-priority bills. 

 

 

Means: The legislator (Erdman) withdrew their amendment (AM484) from consideration. 

 

 

Means: Legislator Erdman filed a new amendment (AM686).   

 

 

Means: The new amendment (AM686) by Erdman was adopted by the legislature. 

 

 

Means: The Agriculture amendment (AM410) was adopted by the legislature. 

 

 

Means: Bills are sent to Enrollment and Review to have adopted amendments added to them and review them for accuracy.  Initial means that the legislature just 

finished its first round of debate.   

 

 

Means: Select File means the bill is scheduled for a 2nd round of debate and a vote.  ER29 is the Enrollment & Review updated bill version that includes all adopted 

amendments so far.    

 



 

Means: The updated Enrollment and Review bill with amendments (ER29) was filed for the 2nd debate. 

 

 

Means: Legislator Halloran introduced a new amendment (AM813).  Halloran is the sponsor. 

 

 

 

Means: Legislator Halloran had a question to the Attorney General about the amendment and its legality.  Above is part of the question.   

 

   



 

Means: Legislator Stinner filed a new amendment (AM875). 

 

 

Means: Legislator Brandt filed an amendment.  FA means this is a floor amendment.  In this case, it amends Stinner’s amendment AM875.   

 

 

Means: Legislator Erdman filed another amendment AM1154. 

 

 

Means: The legislature adopted the Enrollment and Review bill version ER29. 

 

 

Means: Legislator Halloran’s amendment AM813 was adopted.   

 

 

Means: Stinner withdrew amendment AM875 from consideration. 

 

 

Means: Brandt withdrew amendment FA30. 

 

 



 

Means: Erdman withdrew amendment AM1154 from consideration.  

 

 

Means: The bill was sent back to Enrollment and Review to add all the new amendments to it and review to make sure it is correct. 

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the final reading calendar.  ST26 is the updated Enrollment & Review version of the bill.  

 

 

Means: Legislator Stinner filed a new amendment AM1213.   

 

 

Means: A motion was made to send the bill back to Select File.  After the final enrollment & review, a bill must be placed back on Select File for a new amendment to 

be discussed and voted on.  In this case, the motion to return the bill to Select File failed.  

 

 

Means: Since the bill was not returned to Select File, the new amendment could not be considered. 

 

 

Means: All bills on final reading must be read aloud in their entirely before voting unless the legislature overrides it.  The legislature agreed to skip the reading. 

 

 



  

Means: The bill passed the legislature.  Remember that NE has no House and Senate, so once it passes it is ready for the governor. 

 

 

Means: The leaders of the legislature signed the bill verifying it passed and is accurate. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEVADA 
Example: AB 200 from 2021 

NOTE: The bill status lists whether the bill was discussed on either the House (Assembly) or Senate floor.   

 
Means: The bill had a first reading in the House (Assembly) and was referred to committee.  It was also sent out to be printed. 

 

 
Means: The bill was printed and sent to committee.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with amendment (do pass as amended).  The bill was then placed on the 2nd reading File and read a 2nd time.   The amendment was 

adopted (amended).  Since the bill was amended, it was sent out to print the amendments.  

 

 

Means: Amendments were printed.  It was then sent to engrossment to have the amendments added to the bill.  It was then reprinted (1st reprint).  The reprinted 

version was read a 3rd time.  It then passed the House as amended and was sent to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate and was sent to committee. 

 



 

Means: The bill passed committee with an amendment (556).  It was placed on the Second Reading File and given a 2nd reading in the Senate.  The amendment was 

adopted and sent to the printer for printing. 

 

 

Means: The amendment was printed out.  Then, the bill was sent for re-engrossment to add the new amendment to it.  It had a Second reprint with the new 

amendment.   Then the bill was placed on the General File for a 3rd reading.  The bill was not heard that day, so it was placed on the calendar for the next legislative day 

(next day the Senate meets).   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading and passed the Senate with the amendments, including a change to the title.  It was sent to the Assembly (House) for approval. 

 

 

Means: The bill was received in the Assembly (House). 

 

 

Means: The House concurred, or agreed with the Senate amendment.  It was then sent to enrollment to be finalized and reviewed. 

 



 

Means: The bill was enrolled or finalized and sent to the Governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.  This is the 186th bill to become law that year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Example: HB 174 from 2021 

Abbreviations: http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/legacy/bs2016/docket_abbrev.htm  

NOTE: NH updated its website and changed its bill docket format.  The text is the same, but it no longer has the color coding for House and Senate.  This report uses 

the new version. 

 

 

Means: The bill was introduced in the House and sent to committee.  HJ is the House Journal page.   

 

 

Means: The committee scheduled a webinar public hearing.  States that an executive session may be held at any time during the day.  Executive session is where the 

committee discusses the bill and votes on it.   

 

 

Means: An executive session of the bill was scheduled on Feb 19 to discuss and possibly vote on the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with an ought to pass vote.  Its report along with the bill were sent to the House.  HC is House Calendar.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House (ought to pass).  MA is motion adopted.  VV is voice vote where they verbally give their vote.   

 

 

Means: Legislator Osborne made a motion to reconsider the vote but it failed.  MF means the motion failed.  VV is voice vote.   

 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/legacy/bs2016/docket_abbrev.htm


 

 

Means: The bill was introduced in the Senate and sent to committee.  SJ = Senate Journal. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a remote hearing in committee.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with amendment.  The report and bill were sent to the Senate.  CC means the bill was placed on the consent calendar.   

 

 

Means: A Senator made a motion to remove the bill from the calendar. 

 

 

Means: Senate adopted the committee amendment.  RC is the roll call vote where they called each legislator and took their vote (24 yes – 0 no).  AA means 

amendment adopted.   

 

 

Means: Senate passed the bill with the amendment.   RC means another roll call vote.  MA = motion adopted.  OT3rdg = Ought to pass 3rd reading 

 

 

Means: House approved the Senate amendment.  MA = motion accepted.  VV – voice vote. 

 

 

Means: Bill was finalized or enrolled.  The enrolled bill was adopted by voice vote.   

 



 

Means: Enrolled bill was approved. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number and effective date.   154 means it is the 154th bill passed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW JERSEY 
Example: A 208 from 2022 

 

 

Means: Bill was introduced in House (Assembly) and sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with no amendments.  Reported out means the report and bill were sent back to the House.  It then had a 2nd reading in the entire 

House. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the House/Assembly. 

 

 

Means: The bill was received in the Senate. Without reference means it did not get sent to a committee.  It had a 2nd reading.  

 

 

Means: An amendment was introduced on the Senate floor.  Beach is the author.  (36-0) means it was approved by the Senate with a vote of 36-0. 

 

 

Means: In NJ, once a bill reaches the status of its companion bill (i.e. in same committee or on the same chamber floor), one is often substituted for the other.  In this 

case, they decided to keep the House bill.   

 

 



 

Means: Bill passed the Senate (with the amendment approved earlier).   

 

 

Means: The bill was received in the House.  It had a 2nd reading to concur, or agree with, with the Senate amendments. 

 

 

Means: The changes passed the House with 72 yes votes.   

 

 

Means: Bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.  PL = public law.  2022 = year approved.  C.5.  = Chapter 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW MEXICO 
Example: SB 32 from 2021 

Abbreviations: https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Action_Abbreviations   

NOTE: NM doesn’t provide a lot of details on their bill status. 

 

Means: Bill was sent to committee.  It will be sent to 2 committees total.   SCONC = Senate Conservation.  SJC = Senate Judiciary. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed Conservation with an amendment and was sent to the 2nd committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed Judiciary with amendments. 

 

 

Means: An amendment was introduced and adopted on the floor. 

 

 

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Action_Abbreviations


 

 

Means: The bill with amendments passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee.  NENRC = House Energy, Environment & Natural Resources.  

 

 

Means: Bill passed the House committee without amendments. 

 

 

Means: Bill barely passed the House with no changes. 

 

 

Means: Since the House made no amendments, the bill was sent to the Governor, who signed it into law.  It was given a chapter number.  25 means it is the 25th bill to 

become law.  

 



NEW YORK 
Example: S1463A from 2021 

NOTE: In NY, amended bills are given a letter at the end of the bill number (A = 1st amendment, B = 2nd amendment, etc.). 

Bill Status on Assembly Site        Bill Status on Senate Site 

  

Means: The bill was referred to Senate committee.   Note: If the bill was carried into the 2nd year, it would be referred to committee again.  In this case, there would be 

a referred to racing, gaming and wagering with a 2022 date as well.   

 

   

Means: The bill passed committee and was placed on the calendar for a 1st reading in the Senate.  88 is just the calendar number.   

 

   

Means: Bill had a 1st reading and was placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading. 

 

   

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading and was placed on the calendar for a 3rd reading. 

 

   

Means: Bill passed the Senate. 

 

   

Means: Bill was sent to Assembly (House). 



   

Means: Bill was referred to committee in the Assembly (House). 

 

   

Means: The Senate recalled, or requested the bill be sent back to it.  This is usually so they can amend it or reconsider the vote. 

 

   

Means: The bill was sent back to the Senate. 

 

   

Means: In this case, it was to reconsider the vote.  It was sent back to 3rd reading to be voted on again.   

 

   

Means: The bill had an amendment introduced and passed.  Amendments are shown as the bill number plus the next letter available.  A = 1st amendment. 

 

    

Means: The bill passed the Senate again with the amendment.   

 

   

Means: The bill was sent back to the Assembly again.   

 

 



   

Means: The bill was sent to Assembly (House) committee.  In this case, a new one.  It was sent to the committee the Assembly (House) bill was in: Ways and Means.   

 

   

Means: It passed committee and replaced the Assembly (House) bill. 

 

    

Means: The bill was placed on the 3rd reading calendar.  

 

   

Means: Bill passed the Assembly (House). 

 

   

Means: The bill was sent back to the Senate.   

 

   

Means: Since there were no Assembly amendments, it was sent to the Governor for signing. 

 

   

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.   211 means it is the 211th bill to become law that year.   

 

 



NORTH CAROLINA 
Example: S 605 from 2021 

 

Means: Bill was filed in the Senate.  The original draft is listed. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 1st reading by title only.   

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to Rules and Operations of the Senate, which assigns bills to regular committees. 

 

 

Means: The bill was withdrawn from committee to be sent to a regular committee.   

 

 

Means: The bill will go to 3 committees in the order listed.  The first is Agriculture, Energy, and Environment.   

 

 

Means: The 1st committee passed the bill with a substitute (text link listed).  Reported means the report and substitute were sent to the Senate. 

 



 

Means: The Senate approved the committee substitute.   

 

 

Means: The substitute bill was sent to the 2nd committee in the list.   

 

 

Means: Bill passed the 2nd committee with another substitute (text link listed).  Reported means the report and substitute were sent to the Senate.  CS = Committee 

Substitute.  

 

 

Means: The full Senate approved the 2nd committee substitute.   

 

 

Means: The bill as substituted was sent to the final committee. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed the 3rd committee with no changes.  Reptd Fav = Reported Favorable  

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading for May 10. 

 

 



 

Means: It was removed from the calendar, meaning it wasn’t heard that day. 

 

 

Means: It was placed on the calendar for the next day. 

 

 

Means: The Senate filed a floor amendment (A1) and passed the amendment only with a vote of 29 ayes and 20 noes.  The link to the text of the amendment is listed.  

Click on the vote to see how each senator voted.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading and passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: Engrossed means all amendments and substitutes adopted are added to the bill.  The adopted committee substitutes and floor amendment were added to the 

bill.   

 

 

Means: The Senate sent the bill and a message of its passage to the House. 

 



 

Means: The House received the bill and message. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House by title only. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House for committee assignment. 

 

 

Means: The bill was withdrawn to be sent to regular committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill is to be sent to 2 committees in the order listed.  The first is Agriculture. 

 

 

Means: The 1st committee passed the bill with a substitute (link to text listed).  Reported means the report and substitute were sent to the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the 2nd and final committee listed. 



 

Means: Bill passed 2nd committee with no changes. 

 

 

Means: The bill was required to be placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading.   

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: An amendment (A1) was introduced on the House floor but failed by a vote of 47 ayes and 60 noes.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed its 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading and passed the House. 

 

 

Means: The House sent the bill and a message of its passage with amendments to the Senate.   Special message is because the House needs the Senate to concur in the 

amendments.   

 

 



 

Means: The Senate received the message. 

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the calendar in the Senate so it can vote on whether to concur, or approve, of the House changes. 

 

 

Means: The Senate concurred in, or approved, the House committee substitute. 

 

 

Means: The bill was finalized.   

 

 

Means: Both the leader of the Senate and leader of the Senate signed the bill verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: The leader of the Senate (President) sent the bill to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.  SL = Session Law.  2021 is the year, and 78 means it was the 78th bill to become law that year. 

 

 



NORTH DAKOTA 
Example: SB 2216 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill was introduced in the Senate, had a 1st reading, and was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: A hearing was scheduled for the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with a vote of 6 yes, 0 no, and 0 not voting.  It was placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading and passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: House acknowledged receipt of the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill was introduced in the House, had a 1st reading, and was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The committee scheduled a hearing. 

 

 



 

Means: The bill passed committee with amendments.  Reported means the bill was sent back to the full House.  It was then placed on the calendar to have the 

amendment approved. 

 

 

Means: The House approved the amendment and placed it on the calendar for a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading and then passed the House as amended. 

 

 

Means: The House left the emergency clause in the bill to make it take immediate effect. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent back to the Senate for approval of the amendments. 

 

 

Means: Senate concurred, or approved, of the amendments. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate with the amendment and passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the House (Speaker) verifying it passed. 



 

Means: Bill was signed by the leader of the Senate (President) verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and filed with the Secretary of State.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OHIO 
Example: SB 28 from 2021 

NOTE: In Ohio, the bill status is found on the status, votes and committee activity pages.   

 

 

Means: First, look at the status page.  The bill was introduced in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to a committee, so next look at committee activity to follow the progress.  Since this is a Senate committee, the Senate Committees section 

has the relevant committee status. 

 

Means: In Ohio, bills often have up to 5 hearings in committee, depending on how popular the bill is.  The bill had a 1st committee hearing on Feb 2.  1st hearings are 

usually for the sponsor to talk about their bill.  After the hearing is announced, those who sign up to testify are posted.   The witness list has the witness’ name, the 

organization they are testifying on behalf of, if any, and a link to the bill. 

 

 

 

 



 

Means: The bill then had a 2nd committee hearing on Feb 9.  There was 1 person scheduled to testify as a proponent, or in favor, of the bill.  Note: Witness names have 

been shaded out.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee.  Reported means the bill and report were sent to the Senate.  To see the vote, view the votes tab. 

 

 

Means: The Senate committee voted to pass the bill with 6 yeas and 0 nays.  Clicking on Show Breakdown will show the votes for each senator.  To tell whether it was 

for a committee or the full chamber, look at the votes.  This only has 6 total votes, so it is for a committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill then passed the Senate.   

 

 

Means: Look at the vote tab to see the votes on the bill. 



 

Means: Going back to status page, the bill was sent to a House committee.  See committee activity to follow its progress in committee.  Since it is a House committee, 

look under House Committees. 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 1st hearing on Mar 2.  Since the sponsor is a Senator, the witness list has the senator testifying as a proponent.  

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd committee hearing Mar 16 where other proponents, or supporters, testified.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd committee hearing Mar 23.  No one signed up to testify.   

 

 



 

Means: The bill had a 4th hearing on Apr 13.  1 witness signed up as a private citizen.  Sometimes it will also say self.    

 

 

Means: The bill had a 5th hearing scheduled.  Again, no one was scheduled to testify.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House committee.  The report and bill were sent to the House.  To see the votes, click on the votes tab.   

 

 

Means: The votes tab shows there were 13 yeas and 0 nays. 

 

   

Means: Going back to the status page, the bill passed the House.  See the Votes tab for the votes. 

 

 



 

Means: The votes tab shows the bill passed with 69 yeas and 23 nays. 

 

 

Means: The bill became law.  It takes effect immediately.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OKLAHOMA 
Example: HB 1620 from 2021 

 

Means: Bill had a 1st reading by title only in the House. 

 

 

Means: Lists who the bill sponsor is.  In OK, author means sponsor.   

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading by title only and was sent to committee. 

 

 

 

Means: Bill passed committee with a substitute.  CR = committee report.  A look at the Amendments tab, shows the substitute introduced.   

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the General Order calendar to be heard in the full House.  General Order calendar allows debate and floor amendments on the bill.  

NOTE: There is also a Consent Calendar where no debate or amendments are allowed.   

 

 

Means: Representative Steagall asked to be added as a coauthor (co-sponsor).   Bills can have several coauthors added.  This report only shows one of them.  

 



 

Means: Senator Montgomery was added as the main Senate author (sponsor) of the bill. 

 

Means: The House voted to suspend the rule to wait to take action on the committee substitute so it can go ahead and address it.   

 

 

Means: The committee substitute was adopted.  This is to approve the substitute only, not the bill.   

 

 

Means: Bill had a 3rd reading and passed the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent out to have the bill updated with the substitute that was adopted. 

 

 

Means: The bill was engrossed (had the substitute added), signed by the leader of the House and sent to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 1st reading by title only in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 2nd reading by title only and was sent to committee. 



 

Means: The bill passed committee.  CR filed means the committee report was sent to the Senate. 

 

 

 

Means: The bill was added to the Senate calendar to be debated.  During the debate, floor amendment(s) were introduced and approved.  To see the amendments, 

click on the Amendments tab and look floor amendments for the Senate.  There was FA1 and FA2.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate as amended. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent out to have the amendments added to the bill. 

 

 

Means: The amendments were engrossed, or added, into the bill, and the bill was sent to the House. 

 

 

Means: The House received the Senate amendments (SA). 

 

 



 

Means: The House read the Senate amendments and voted to adopt the amendments only. 

 

 

Means: The House had a 4th reading of the bill and passed it with the Senate amendments. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent out to be finalized with all amendments adopted.   

 

 

Means: The bill was finalized and signed by the leader of the House verifying it passed.  Then it was sent to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The leader of the Senate signed the bill verifying it passed and returned it to the House. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The governor signed the bill into law.   

 

 

 



OREGON 
Example: SB 32 from 2021 

 

Means: Bill was introduced in the Senate and had a 1st reading.   The President means the President of the Senate, which is the leader of the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill will be sent to 2 committees.  The first is Natural Resources and Wildfire Recovery. 

 

 

Means: The committee held a public hearing on the bill.  Clicking the link provides the testimonies that were heard.   

 

 

Means: The bill had another public hearing and a work session, where the committee discusses and votes on the bill.  Clicking on the + shows the committee action and 

vote.  The bill passed committee with amendment 2 (-2).  The committee then recommended the bill be sent to the 2nd committee in the list.   Prior reference means 

the committee was in the original list of committees to be sent to.  Printed A-Eng: Eng means engrossed meaning the amendment was added to the bill and reprinted.  

A- means it is the first engrossment.   



 

Means: The bill was sent back to the Senate with the committee report.   

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the 2nd committee. 

 

 

Means: The committee sent the bill to a subcommittee. 

 

 

Means: The subcommittee had a work session on the bill.   Clicking on the link shows the bill was heard and reported out, meaning it was approved. 

 

  

Means: The bill was sent back to the full committee.   

 

 
Means: The full committee had a work session to discuss the bill.  Clicking on the + shows that the committee passed the bill with the A-Eng version. 



 

Means: The committee sent the bill back to the Senate with their report. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading.   

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to suspend the requirement to wait for the 3rd reading.  The bill was read a 3rd time and passed the Senate.   

 

 

Means: A legislator wanted to explain their vote.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House and was sent to the leader of the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The committee passed the bill. 

 



 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading and passed the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the Senate verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: Bill was signed by the leader of the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PENNSYLVANIA 
Example: SB 434 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee.  PN is the printer’s number.  A new number shows the bill was reprinted.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee without changes.  Reported as committed just means no changes were made. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading by number and title only. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading by number and title. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to Appropriations committee, which is required of all bills that require funding.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the 2nd committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading and passed the Senate.   



 

Means: The bill was sent to House committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with amendment.  Clicking on the date shows the votes.  Clicking on the Printer Number (PN) shows the amendment.   

 

 

Means: Bill had a 1st reading by title and number.   

 

 

Means: All bills in the House are automatically tabled after the 1st reading for so many legislative days except with a special vote to remove it early.   

 

 

Means: The bill was taken from the table so further action can be done. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading by number and title.   

 

 

Means: The bill must again go to Appropriations.   

 



 

Means: The bill passed Appropriations without changes. 

 

 

Means: Bill had a 3rd reading and passed the House. 

 

 

Means: When the House passes a different version of the bill, the bill goes to the Senate Rules and Executive Nominations Committee.   

 

 

Means: The committee concurred with, or agreed to, the House amendments. 

 

 
Means: The Senate concurred in, or approved, the House amendments. 

 

 
Means: The bill was signed by the leaders of the House and Senate. 

 

 
Means: Bill was sent to Governor. 

 
Means: The bill was signed into law and given act number 62.  62 means it is the 62nd bill to pass that year.   



RHODE ISLAND 
Example: HB 6283 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill was introduced in the House and sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a committee hearing scheduled. 

 

 

Means: Committee held the bill for further study.  Bills held for further study CAN be considered later. 

 

 

Means: The committee scheduled the bill for further consideration. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed committee without changes. 

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the full House calendar.   

 

 

Means: The bill was read in the full House and passed. 

 

 

Means: It was placed on the Senate calendar to be discussed.  It was NOT sent to a committee. 



 

Means: The Senate passed the bill.    

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOUTH CAROLINA 
Example: H 3539 from 2021 

 

Means: Bill was filed in the House before the session started. 

 

 

Means: Bill was temporarily sent to committee before the session began.  The committee may make recommendations on the bill during this time.   

 

 

Means: The House convened, officially introduced the bill, and gave it a 1st reading.   

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with amendments.  The committee sent its report and the bill and amendments back to the House.  Amendment can be found by 

clicking View Full Text at top of status page and then the day approved (2/17/2021).   

 

 

Means: A legislator was added as a sponsor.  Sponsors can be added at any time while the bill is in the legislature.   

 

 

 



 

Means: The House approved the committee amendments.  NOTE: The status page doesn’t list whether the committee changes were approved and/or floor 

amendments, so checking the journal page provides this information.  Committee Amendment 1 was adopted.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the House.  The reading takes place after the amendment adoption because after the amendments are approved, the bill is given a 

2nd reading with the newly adopted amendments included.   

 

 

Means: Roll call means each legislator’s vote was recorded.  In the House, it is done by pushing a button on their desk of how they voted.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House and was sent to the Senate.   

 

 

Means: The bill was officially introduced in the Senate and had a 1st reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The committee passed the bill with no changes.  It sent its report and the bill back to the Senate.  

 

 



 

Means: Since there were no committee changes, that means the bill had amendments on the floor of the Senate.  A look at the journal page confirms this. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate with the amendments included. 

 

Means: The Senate voted to approve the bill.  Votes in the Senate are done by called each legislator’s name. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate and sent it back to the House for approval on its amendments.   

 

 

Means: The House concurred in, or approved, the Senate amendments.  Enrolled means the bill was finalized with all approved changes.   

 

 

Means: The House then voted to approve the bill. 

 

 

Means: There was a motion to reconsider the vote to approve the Senate changes.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Means: The House then tried to add an amendment to the Senate amendment.  A look at the text of the bill for 5/6 shows that the House tried to add CHAPTER 8 Non-

native Venomous Reptiles, which bans such reptiles.   

 

 

Means: The House amendment was sent to the Senate for approval. 

 

Means: These are the votes for the House amendments. 

 

 

Means: The Senate did not approve of the House amendment to add a non-native venomous reptile ban.   

 

 

Means: Shows how the Senate voted on the House amendments.   

 

 

Means: The House withdrew its reptile ban amendment from further consideration.    

 

 

Means: Enrolled means the bill was finalized.  Ratification means the bill is signed by the leaders of the House and Senate.   

 

 



 

Means: The bill was signed by the House and Senate leaders. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given an act number.  This is the 71st bill to pass this year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOUTH DAKOTA 
Example: SB 52 from 2021 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate and was referred to committee. 

 

 

Means: A hearing was scheduled in committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with no amendments.   

 

 

Means: The Senate deferred, or delayed, action on the bill until another legislative day.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate.  Do Pass, Passed means they approved the committee’s do pass recommendation and passed the bill.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House and was sent to committee. 

 



 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a hearing. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee.   

 

 

Means: The House passed the bill.  Again, Do Pass, Passed means they approved the committee’s do pass recommendation and passed the bill.   

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the Senate verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the House verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law.   



TENNESSEE 
Example: SB 166 from 2021 

Abbreviations: https://www.capitol.tn.gov/legislation/billabbrev.html  

 

NOTE: TN companion bill statuses are shown side by side.  This example looks first at the House Bill that was substituted, and then at the Senate bill that passed.       

The colored bars on the left side show which chamber the bill is in.  Red/maroon is House and Green is Senate.  Gray means neither chamber or is informational.   

 

 

Means: The House companion +bill was filed in the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill was officially introduced and had a 1st reading.  P1C = Passed 1st Consideration (same as a reading).   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading and was sent to committee.  P2C = Passed 2nd Consideration (or reading). 

 

 

Means: The Criminal Justice committee sent the bill to a smaller subcommittee. 

 

 
Means: The bill was scheduled for a meeting in the subcommittee (s/c) for Mar 10. 

https://www.capitol.tn.gov/legislation/billabbrev.html


 

Means: On Mar 10, the subcommittee deferred (Def.), or delayed action on the bill until Mar 17. 

 

 

Means: The bill was officially placed on the subcommittee calendar for Mar 17. 

 

 

Means: On Mar 17, the subcommittee again delayed action on the bill, this time to Mar 24. 

 

 

Means: The bill was officially placed on the subcommittee calendar for Mar 24. 

 

 

Means: The subcommittee recommends (Rec.) the bill be passed.  

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the calendar to be heard in the full committee on Mar 31. 

 

 



 

Means: The full committee deferred, or delayed, action on the bill until Apr 7. 

 

 

Means: The bill was officially placed on the committee calendar.  

 

 

Means: The committee again delayed action on the bill, this time to Apr 14. 

 

 

Means: The bill was officially placed on the calendar. 

 

 

Means: On Apr 14, the full committee decided to re-refer (Re-ref.), or send the bill back to, the subcommittee. 

 

 

Means: The bill was officially scheduled to be heard in subcommittee for Apr 20. 

 



 

Means: The subcommittee (s/c) again recommended passing (Rec for pass) the bill again but this time with amendments (if am) and sent it back to the full committee. 

 

 

Means: It was scheduled to be heard in the full committee on Apr 26. 

 

 

Means: The full committee recommended (rec.) passing the bill (for pass.) as amended (if am.) and sent it to Calendar & Rules.  Calendar & Rules determines whether it 

should be scheduled in the full House.   

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled in Calendar & Rules for Apr 28. 

 

 

Means: The committee scheduled the bill in the House for May 3. 

 

 

Means: The companion (Comp.) Senate Bill (SB) was substituted (subst.) instead.   



 

Means: The companion bill became law.  Pub. = public law.   

 

 

 

Means: The Senate bill was filed in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was officially introduced and passed the 1st consideration (reading). 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the 2nd consideration (reading) and was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled to be heard in the committee on Mar 16. 

 

 

Means: The committee recommended passing the bill and sent to Senate Calendar committee.   The Calendar Committee schedules the bill in the full Senate.   

 



 

Means: The bill was scheduled, or placed on the calendar, in the Senate.  Consent Calendar is for bills that are considered non-controversial.  2 = calendar number. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: Engrossed means that the bill was reprinted with any approved amendments added.   

 

 

Means: Red means the bill is now in the House.  It was officially received from the Senate. 

 

 

Means: When a bill reaches the same chamber as its companion, the chamber they are in decides which bill to proceed with.  The other is said to be substituted.   

 

 

Means: Since the companion HB already passed its committee in the House, the substituted Senate bill picks up where it left off.   In this case, the full House.  The 

House introduced and adopted, or approved, an amendment (Amendment 1 – HA0422).   HA = House amendment.   

 

  



 

Means: Passed House as amended.   

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled in the Senate to have the House amendments approved.  Green = Senate.   Message Calendar is for when the bill passed both the House 

and Senate but with different versions.   

 

 

Means: The Senate concurred in, or approved, the House amendment 1. 

 

 

Means: Enrolled means the bill was finalized with all approved changes.   The bill is ready for the leaders of the House and Senate to sign it.   

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the Senate verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: The Bill was signed by the leader of the House. 

 

 



 

Means: The bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.   Pub. Ch. = Public Chapter.  The green beside the Signed by Governor means that the signed bill was 

sent back to the Senate after being signed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TEXAS 
Example: SB 5 from 2021 Special Session 3 

NOTE: This bill is being used as an example due to its complex status list that shows a wide range of actions that can happen.  Most bills are not this complex. 

 

 

Means: Bills introduced are first sent to the Secretary of whatever chamber the bill will start in, in this case the Senate. 

 

  

Means: The bill was officially filed in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate by number and caption only.  The 4 is the journal page the reading is recorded on. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to suspend the rule requiring 24-hour notice before a committee meeting and 24-hour notice before a public hearing.  This way the 

committee may hold a hearing immediately after the Senate adjourns.   

 

 

Means: The committee went ahead and scheduled a public hearing for that same day.   

 

 

Means: The bill was considered during the hearing. 



 

Means: The bill passed committee with no amendments, or changes. 

 

 

Means: The favorable committee report was printed, and the report and bill were sent back to the Senate.   

 

 

Means: A new co-author was added to the bill. 

 

 

Means: Set out in the Senate for action.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading by number and caption only.  

 

 

Means: Amendments were offered, or introduced, on the Senate floor.  FA1 = Floor Amendment 1.  Lucio is the legislator who introduced it.  The text of all 

amendments and their status can be found on the amendments tab. 

 

 

Means: The Senate approved the floor amendment 1.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Means: The vote on the amendment was entered in the Senate Journal.  Seeing the actual votes requires looking at the link and checking the journal page. 

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to send the bill out to have the amendment added to the bill (engrossed).   

 

 

 

Means: The vote to send the bill for engrossment was entered in the Senate Journal.  See the journal page to see the votes (all Yeas except 3 Nays). 

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to suspend the rule requiring waiting 3 days before a 3rd reading and vote on a bill.   

 

 

Means: The prior entry was the action that was taken.  The yellow entries list the actual votes taken.  A look at the journal page shows 28 Yeas and 3 Nays.  Record 

Vote is the type of vote and means that the vote of each legislator was recorded.  In the Senate, this is done by calling each legislator’s name.   

 

 

Means: Bill had a 3rd reading in the Senate. 



 

Means: The bill passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The actual vote to pass the bill in the Senate.  A look at the journal page shows it passed with 28 Yeas and 3 Nays.   

 

 

Means: Engrossed means the bill was reprinted with all amendments and changes added to it.   

 

 

Means: The House acknowledged receipt of the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House by number and caption only. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a public hearing in committee on Oct 5. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled during the hearing. 

 

 



 

Means: Those who registered to testify and the testimonies were recorded. 

 

 

Means: Bill passed committee with no amendments, or changes. 

 

 

 Means: The favorable committee report was filed. 

 

 

Means: The committee report and bill were sent to the House. 

 

 

Means: The report and bill were sent to the Calendars Committee, which schedules the bill in the House.   

 

 

Means: The bill was considered in Calendars Committee.   

 

 

Means: The committee scheduled the bill to be heard in the House.   General State Calendar is for non-emergency bills affecting the entire state in a minor way.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading by number and caption only. 

 

 



 

Means: An amendment was introduced during the 2nd reading, and it failed.  1 means it is House Amendment 1.  C. Bell is the legislator who introduced it.  

 

 

Means: The actual vote for amendment 1.  RV = Record Vote.  In the House, votes are done by pressing a button on their desks.   

 

 

 

Means: Statements of votes are when a legislator wants to clarify their vote.   A look at the statements showed 2 legislators incorrectly voted.   

 

 

Means: House Amendment 2 was introduced by Crockett and failed.  

 

 

Means: The actual vote for Amendment 2.   

 

 

Means: Legislators wanted to clarify their votes for Amendment 2.  The journal page shows 3 legislators incorrectly voted and 1 was away.     

 

 

Means: Amendment 3 was introduced by Shaefer and failed.   

 

Means: The actual votes on Amendment 3. 

 



 

Means: Legislators wanted to clarify their vote on Amendment 3.  2 legislators incorrectly voted and 1 was away but would have voted no. 

 

 

Means: Amendment 4 was introduced by C. Bell and failed. 

 

 

Means: The actual votes on Amendment 4. 

 

 

Means: Legislators wanted to clarify their votes on Amendment 4.  1 legislator was away but would have voted no.   

 

 

Means: Amendment 5 was introduced by C. Bell and failed. 

 

 

Means: The actual vote on Amendment 5. 

 

 

Means: Amendment 6 was introduced By Shaefer.  That amendment was adopted. 

 

 

Means: The actual vote on Amendment 6. 

 

 



 

Means: Legislators wanted to clarify their votes on Amendment 6.  1 vote failed to register, 3 legislators were away but 2 would have voted no and 1 yes.  

 

 

Means: Amendment 7 was introduced by Cason. 

 

 

Means: Point of Order means that the amendment possibly violates the House Rules.  House Rule 11.2 prohibits amendments with a different subject.  This is stating 

that the Point of order motion was withdrawn, meaning the amendment could still be considered.  

 

 

Means: Amendment 7 was withdrawn anyway. 

 

 

 Means: Amendment 8 was introduced by Slaton and failed. 

 

 

Means: The actual vote on Amendment 8. 

 

 

Means: A motion was made that a House Rule was possibly violated but was withdrawn.  Rule 4.32(c) states that the committee report must have a detailed summary 

of the bill.  A look at the journal shows that the accuracy of the summary was being challenged.   

 

 

Means: The House is finished with debate and introducing amendments and voted to send the bill to a 3rd reading with any amendments passed. 



 

Means: The actual vote to pass to 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: Legislators wanted to clarify their votes.  In this case, two legislators were away from their desk but would have voted yes. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading in the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House. 

 

 

Means: The actual vote to pass the bill in the House. 

 

 

Means: Legislators wanted to clarify their vote.  1 legislator voted incorrectly, and 5 were away but would have voted yes. 

 

 

Means: The House reported to the Senate the bill and its message that the bill passed with amendments. 

 

 

Means: A new co-author was added. 

 

 



 

Means: The House amendments were given to the Senate for consideration. 

 

 

Means: The Senate read the House amendments. 

 

 

Means: The Senate did not concur with, or approve, the House amendments. 

 

 

Means: The Senate requested a conference committee to work out the differences. 

 

 

Means: The Senate appointed its members to the conference committee. 

 

 

Means: House was given the Senate report of their refusal to concur. 

 

 

Means: House received the Senate request for a conference committee. 

 

 

Means: House received the report of the Senate conference committee members. 

 

 



 

Means: House approved the request for a conference committee. 

 

 

Means: The House appointed its members for the committee. 

 

 

Means: The Senate received the House report of its approval of the committee. 

 

  

Means: The Senate received the report of the House committee appointments. 

 

 

Means: The conference committee met and filed a report of its recommendations.  The report can be found under the Text tab.   A look at the differences shows that it 

removed the House amendments. 

 

 

Means: The committee report was sent to both chambers. 

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to suspend the Senate Rule requiring 24-hour advance copy of the committee report.   

 

  

Means: Actual vote to suspend the rules. 

 



 

Means: The Senate approved the conference committee report. 

 

 

Means: Actual vote to adopt the conference committee report. 

 

 

Means: The House received the Senate report of its adoption of the conference committee report. 

 

 

Means: The House also voted to suspend the rules requiring advanced distribution of the committee report. 

 

 

Means: Actual vote to suspend the rules. 

 

 

Means: A legislator wanted to clarify their vote.   

 

 

Means: The House approved the conference committee report. 

 

 

Means: Actual vote to adopt the report. 

 

 



 

Means: A legislator wanted to clarify their vote on the report. 

 

 

Means: The Senate received the House report of its adoption of the committee report. 

 

 

Means: The bill was finalized with all changes. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the Senate verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leader of the House verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law. 

 

 

 

 



UTAH 
Example: SB 130 from 2021  

NOTE: Blue text is Senate and red is House.   

 

 

Means: The bill was filed and given a number but was not yet distributed to the public.   In Utah, the Legislative Research and General Council drafts the bills and files 

the completed bill for introduction.   

 

 

Means: The bill was distributed to the public. 

 

 

Means: The Senate received the bill from Legislative Research and General Council.  The bill was not yet officially introduced (waiting for introduction). 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate by number and title and was sent to Rules.  Rules decides which committee the bill should go to. 

 

 

Means: The fiscal note was received while in Rules.  The Fiscal Analyst provides a fiscal note for each bill stating how much it costs to enforce it.   

 

 

Means: Rules referred the bill to a regular committee. 

 



 

 

Means: The bill passed committee without amendments with a vote of 6 yeas, 1 nay, 1 absent.  Clicking on the vote shows the votes of each legislator. 

 

 

Means: The favorable committee report and bill were sent to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 2nd reading where the committee report is read. 

 

 

Means: The bill was printed with the fiscal note attached. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The Senate approved substitute 1.   The bill number is sometimes shown as SB 130S01, which means SB 130 Substitute 01. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading with the substitute and was placed on the 3rd reading calendar.  The votes were 26 yeas, 1 nay, 2 absent or not voting. 

 

 



 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading in the Senate by number and title. 

 

 

Means: The bills passed the Senate with 29 ayes. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the House. 

 

 

Means: The House received the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House by number and title was sent to Rules to be assigned to a regular committee. 

 

 

Means: Rules referred the bill to a regular committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee.  

 

 



 

Means: The favorable committee report and bill were sent back to the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading of the committee report.  It was then placed on the 3rd reading calendar. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading by number and title. 

 

 

Means: A floor amendment was introduced and passed.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House as amended. 

 

 

Means: The House sent the bill back to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The Senate received the bill. 

 

 



 

Means: The Senate scheduled the amendments on the concurrence calendar to vote to adopt them.  

 

 

Means: The Senate did not concur, or approve, the House amendments. 

 

 

Means: The Senate sent its report back to the House. 

 

 

Means: The House received the report. 

 

 

Means: The House refused to recede from, or remove, its amendments.   

 

 

Means: The House appointed its members for a conference committee to work on the differences. 

 

 

Means: The House sent notice of the conference committee to the Senate. 

 

 



 

Means: The Senate received the notice of the committee. 

 

 

Means: The Senate appointed its members for the committee. 

 

 

Means: The conference committee substituted the bill with substitute 2.   

 

 

Means: The conference committee voted to approve the substitute with 6 yeas. 

 

 

Means: The House approved the conference committee changes with substitute 2. 

 

 

Means: The House adopted the bill as changed by the conference committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the Senate. 

 



 

Means: The fiscal note was made available to the public. 

 

 

Means: The Senate made a motion to adopt the committee changes. 

 

 

Means: The Senate passed the bill with the committee changes. 

 

 

Means: The Senate returned the bill to the House informing them that the Senate approved the report.   

 

 

Means: The House received the bill and message. 

 

 

Means: The leader of the House signed the bill verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: The House sent it back to the Senate for signing. 

 



 

Means: The Senate received the bill. 

 

 

Means: The leader of the Senate signed the bill.  It then went to enrolling to be finalized with the substitute. 

 

 

Means: The Legislative Research and General Council received the bill to revise it. 

 

 

Means: The new draft of the bill with the changes was prepared. 

 

 

Means: The bill was returned to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The Senate sent the bill out to be printed. 

 

 

Means: The printed bill was received by the Senate. 

 

 



 

Means: The Senate sent the bill to the Governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VERMONT 
Example: H 420 from 2021  

 

 

Means: A look at the first item on the bill status page says that the committee bill was read a first time Mar 10.  This is because the committee is the sponsor of the bill, 

so it takes action on it first.     

 

HOW TO FOLLOW COMMITTEE PROGRESS 

The first place to look for a bill status in committee is by clicking on the Committee Activity page.   

 

 Means: Under the Meetings subtab, the first committee meeting was Feb 9.  Full List will bring up a list of dates, times, expected actions, those testifying and more.  

 

 

 The Documents subtab shows bill amendments, testimonies, and more.   

 

 



 

Means: After selecting the committee under Documents, selecting Bill and then Drafts, Amendments and Legal Documents will bring up proposed changes to the bill. 

 

 

Means: The committee page under Bill in/out of Committee shows whether a bill is still in committee or not.   

 

BACK TO OUR BILL 

 

Means: Going back to the meetings, there were 4 more meetings on the bill.     

 

 



 

Means: Next, there was a meeting in Ways & Means. 

 

 

 

Means: The bill had a final voting meeting in Agriculture & Forestry on Feb 26.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee.  Now, the bill status page begins. 

 

 



 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House.  Since it already went to committee, it is placed on the calendar for a 2nd reading.  Notice Calendar just provides updates 

on the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: Since it is a committee bill, a legislator from the committee spoke in favor of it. 

 

 

Means: Bill was sent to a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate and was sent to committee. 



 

Means: The bill passed committee and was placed on the Notice Calendar that it is to be heard a 2nd time.  Notice Calendar just provides updates on the bill. 

 

 

Means: The committee report was posted on the Notice Calendar, which shows that the bill passed with amendments. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to Appropriations.  Rule 31 requires all bills with an appropriation of money to be sent to Appropriations. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed Appropriations and was put on the Notice Calendar that it passed. 

 

 

Means: The committee report was posted to the Notice Calendar. 

 

 

Means: The appropriations committee report was posted on the Notice Calendar. 

 

 

Means: The bill was placed on the 2nd reading calendar.  Action Calendar means the bill is scheduled to have action taken on it.  



 

Means: The Agriculture committee report was posted on the action calendar. 

 

 

Means: The Appropriations committee report was posted to the action calendar. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading.  The Agriculture committee report was read. 

 

 

Means: The Appropriations report was read. 

 

 

Means: The Senate approved the committee amendments. 

 

 

Means: The Senate ordered the bill be scheduled for a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 3rd reading in the Senate. 



 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading and passed the Senate as amended. 

 

 

Means: The Senate sent the bill and its proposed amendment to the House. 

 

 

Means: The House voted to suspend the rules so that the amendments could be immediately considered. 

 

 

Means: The House approved the Senate amendments. 

 

  

Means: The House notified the Senate that it approved their amendments. 

 

 
Means: The bill was sent to the Governor for signing. 

 

 
Means: The bill was signed into law.  The House then notified the Senate that it was signed.   



VIRGINIA 
Example: HB from 2021  

 

 

Means: The bill was introduced and declared an emergency bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with a substitute.  Reported means it was sent back to the House with the bill and report. 

 

 

Means: The committee substitute was printed out.  H1 = House amendment 1.  The rest is the printer number.   

 

 

Means: The text of HB2328 was added to the bill.  Byron is the sponsor.    

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House. 

 

 

Means: The House voted to bypass the 2nd and 3rd reading of the bill. 

 



 

Means: Lists the votes to bypass the readings. 

 

 

Means: The House adopted the committee substitute. 

 

 

Means: House asked for questions about the bill.   

 

 

Means: The committee substitute was added to the bill.  Engrossed means any approved changes are added to the bill.  The engrossed committee substitute is 

renumbered with the bill number (HB2333) and then the House engrossed number (H1).   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House. 

 

 

Means: Lists the votes to pass the bill. 

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to bypass the 1st reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee. 



 

Means: The bill passed the committee with a substitute.  Reported means the bill and report were sent back to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The committee substitute was printed out.  S1 = Senate amendment 1.  The rest is the printer number. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was read a 3rd time in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The Senate voted not to read the substitute. 

 

 

Means: The Senate adopted the committee substitute. 

 

 

Means: A Senate floor amendment was introduced.  The Senate voted not to read it. 

 

 

Means: The Senate temporarily delayed taking action on the bill. 

 



   

Means: Amendment 2 was introduced.  The Senate voted not to read it. 

   

 

Means: The Senate approved both amendments 1 & 2. 

 

 

Means: Engrossed means the substitute and approved amendments were added into the bill.  It was then renumbered with S1.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate with the changes. 

 

 

Means: A motion was made to reconsider the vote and the Senate agreed. 

 

 

Means: The Senate agreed to reconsider the 2 amendments.   

 

 

Means: The Senate then rejected Amendment 2.   

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to bypass the reading of Amendment 3. 



 

Means: The Senate approved Amendment 3.   

 

 

Means: The bill was re-engrossed with the substitute and Amendment 3 that passed and without Amendment 2 that was rejected.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate with the changes. 

 

 

Means: The House placed the bill on the calendar so that the Senate changes could be heard. 

 

 

Means: The House approved the Senate changes. 

 

 

Means: The House voted on the revised bill and passed it. 

 

 

Means: A motion was made to reconsider the House vote and the House agreed. 

 

 



 

Means: The House again approved the Senate changes. 

 

 

Means: The bill was again approved by the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill was finalized with all the changes added in. 

 

 

Means: This provides the enrolled bill text.  The ER at the end of the bill number means enrolled. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed by the leaders of the House and Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the Governor and given a signing deadline.  

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.  The 1 means this is the first bill that became law.   



WASHINGTON 
Example: SB 5253 from 2021  

Abbreviations: https://app.leg.wa.gov/bi/home/helpwithabbreviations  

NOTE: The green links after a status are links to relevant documents. 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading and was sent to committee.   

 

 

Means: The committee scheduled a public hearing.  Committee Materials is a link to the agenda and relevant documents. 

 

 

Means: A majority of Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks (AWNP) members voted to pass (do pass) the bill with a 1st substitute.  Executive action means the 

committee voted on the bill.  Since there is no minority report, the vote was unanimous. The committee then recommended sending the bill to Ways & Means.   

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to Ways & Means. 

 

 

Means: A hearing was scheduled by Ways & Means for Feb 19. 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/bi/home/helpwithabbreviations


 

Means: A majority of Ways & Means (WM) members voted to pass (do pass) the bill with a 2nd substitute.  This time, there is a minority report of no recommendation, 

meaning they have no recommendation on whether the bill should pass or not.  Then, the bill was sent to Rules. The Rules committee schedules the bill.   

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 2nd reading. 

 

 

 Means: The bill had a 2nd reading where the 2nd substitute version of the bill was approved.  The Rules to wait a day or more before a 3rd reading were suspended, and 

the bill was scheduled for a 3rd reading.  The bill then passed the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House and was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: A public hearing was scheduled. 

 

 

Means: Rural Development, Agriculture & Natural Resources (RDAN) voted on the bill (executive action) and passed it with a majority vote to pass it with amendments 

(do pass with amendment(s)). 

 

 



 

Means: The bill was sent to Appropriations.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a public hearing and vote (executive action) on Apr 1 with a majority of members voting to pass it with amendments (do pass with amendment(s)). 

 

 

Means: Rules Review determines whether to schedule the bill for a 2nd reading.   

 

 

Means: Committees can be relieved of a bill by a majority vote of the House or Senate.  This means they no longer have to take action on it.  The bill was then 

scheduled for a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading where the House approved the committee amendments and introduced no new amendments.  The rules were suspended to wait a 

day or so for a 3rd reading, and the bill was scheduled for a 3rd reading.  It then passed the House. 

 

 

Means: The Senate voted and concurred in, or approved, the House amendments.  It then passed the bill with the changes. 

 

 

Means: The leader of the Senate signed the bill verifying it passed. 



 

Means: The leader of the House signed the bill verifying it passed. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.  278 means it is the 278th bill to become law that year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



WEST VIRGINIA 
Example: SB 182 from 2021  

 

Means: The bill was filed in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was temporarily sent to committee.   

 

 

Means: The bill was officially introduced in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was officially sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with a substitute and sent the report and bill back to the Senate (reported).   

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 1st reading in the Senate. 

 

 



 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate.  Roll means it was a roll call vote where they called each legislator’s name and took their vote.   

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to make the bill take effect immediately.   

 



 

Means: The Senate requested the bill be sent to the House. 

 

 

Means: The bill was formally introduced in the House. 

 

 

Means: The House agreed to send it to Government Organization committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with an amendment. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 1st reading and was placed on the Special Calendar.   

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading. 

 



 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The House introduced and approved a floor amendment by voice vote.   Voice vote means they voted as a group to approve it. 

 

 

Means: The House approved the committee amendment. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the House. 

 



 

Means: The House also approved an amendment to change the bill title. 

 

 

Means: The House also voted by roll call vote to make the bill effective immediately.   

 

 

Means: The House sent the bill and a message that it passed the House with amendments to the Senate.   

 

   

Means: The Senate received the message. 

 

 

Means: The Senate concurred in, or approved, the House amendments and passed the bill with the changes. 

 

 

Means: The Senate voted to make the bill effective immediately.   

 

 

Means: The Senate sent the House a message that it approved their amendments. 

 



 

Means: The bill passed both the House and Senate. 

 

 

Means: The House received the message of the Senate approval of their amendments. 

 

 

Means: The bill was sent to the governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law.  Notice of its approval was entered in the Senate and House Journals.  The bill was given a chapter number.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



WISCONSIN 
Example: SB 54 from 2021  

 

Means: The bill was introduced.  Lists the legislators that introduced it and the current cosponsors.  The 76 is the Senate Journal page this is listed on. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading and was sent to committee. 

 

 

Means: A cosponsor was added to the bill.  Cosponsors can be added throughout the process.  This report only shows one for an example. 

 

 

Means: The committee had a public hearing on the bill. 

 

 

Means: The committee voted on the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with 5 ayes.  

 

 

Means: The bill is ready to be scheduled for a 2nd reading. 



 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 2nd reading.  Rule 18(1) states that bills that pass committee must be sent to Committee on Senate Organization which is required 

to schedule the bill. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The Senate ordered that it be scheduled for a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The Senate then voted to suspend the rules so that the 3rd reading could take place immediately.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate.   

 

 

Means: The Senate order the bill be immediately sent to the House with a message that the Senate passed it. 

 

 

Means: The House received the bill.  Asm. = Assembly and is the same as the House.   

 

 



 

Means: The bill had a 1st reading in the House and was sent to Rules.   

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled in the House (Assembly). 

 

 

Means: The House (Assembly) voted to remove the bill from the calendar so that it could be considered immediately instead of hearing it in order. 

 

 

Means: The bill had a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The House (Assembly) ordered the bill be scheduled for a 3rd reading. 

 

 

Means: The House (Assembly) suspended the rules so that the bill could have a 3rd reading immediately. 

 

 

Means: The House (Assembly) passed the bill. 

 

 



 

Means: The House (Assembly) ordered the bill and a message of its passage be immediately sent to the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The Senate received the bill and message. 

 

 

Means: Enrolled means the bill was finalized with all amendments added in. 

  

 

Means: The bill was sent to the Governor for signing. 

 

 

Means: The governor signed the bill into law and it was given an act number.  This is the 16th bill to become law this year. 

 

  



WYOMING 
Example: SF 25 from 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Means: The bill was given a number by the Legislative Service Office (LSO).  Blue background = LSO. 

 

 

Means: The Senate officially received the bill.  Light Green = Senate.   

 

 

Means: The Senate officially introduced the bill and sent it to committee.  This means the bill had a 1st reading by title and sponsor.  Committees are given a committee 

number.  S05 means Senate committee number 05.  Agriculture is short for Agriculture, State and Public Lands & Water Resources.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with 5 Ayes votes, 0 Nays, 0 Excused, 0 Absent, 0 Conflict.  Clicking details brings up the votes, or use the Votes tab. 

 

 

 

Text of 
Bill 

Bill 
Progress 

Amendments 
Introduced 

How Much Bill 
Will Cost to 

Enforce 

All Votes 
on Bill 

Bill Status, 
Amendments, 

Votes 

Quick 
Summary 



 

Means: The bill was scheduled to be heard.  General File means it is scheduled for the Committee of the Whole, which is a committee of the entire Senate that meets 

to discuss bills.   

 

 

Means: The Committee of the Whole (COW) voted to send the bill to Judiciary committee. 

 

 

Means: The Judiciary committee passed the bill with an amendment. 

 

 

Means: The bill was again scheduled on the General File to be heard by the Committee of the Whole. 

 

 

Means: The Committee of the Whole passed the bill.  The committee cannot actually pass the bill out of the Senate. 

 

   

Means: The bill passed a 2nd reading in the Senate. 

 

 

Means: The bill passed the Senate with 24 Ayes and 6 Nays.   



 

Means: The House received the bill.  Light yellow background = House.   

 

 

Means: The bill was officially introduced and sent to committee.  Note that the committee number now has an H.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed committee with amendments. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled on the General File to be heard by the Committee of the Whole. 

 

 

Means: The Committee of the Whole passed the bill.   

 

 

Means: The bill passed a 2nd reading. 

 

 

Means: The bill was scheduled for a 3rd reading but was laid back, or held back, temporarily.  It usually means the bill came up on the agenda but was moved further 

down the agenda to be heard later. 



 

 

Means: The bill passed the House.   

 

 

Means: The Senate received the House amendments so that it can concur, or approve them.   

 

 

Means: The Senate did not concur, or approve of, the House amendments.  

 

 

Means: The Senate appointed members to the Joint Conference Committee (JCC) to work on the differences. 

 

 

Means: The House appointed its members to the committee.   

 

 

Means: A look at this status reveals that some steps are missing here.  

 Step 1: Look at the Amendments tab to see the conference committee report.  JC001 after the bill number means Joint Conference 01. 

  



 Step 2: Next, look at the votes tab to see the votes on the report.  The conference committee report was approved by both the House and Senate. 

  

 

 

Means: After the committee report was approved, the bill was engrossed, or had the changes added to it.  The bill is given a new number.  SEA = Senate Enrolled Act. 

 

 

Means: The leaders of the House and Senate signed the enrolled bill verifying it was correct and that it passed. 

 

 

Means: The bill was signed into law and given a chapter number.  This is the 119th bill to become law.   

 

 

 

 

 


