Church of the Divine Love

TRINITY SUNDAY
JUNE 4, 2023 10:15 A.M.

HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE Il

Prayer before worship — on insert

THE WORD OF GOD

Processional Hymn #

Opening Acclamation page 355
Collect for Purity page 355
Gloria (sung) page 356

Collect of the Day - lectionary sheet insert
First Lesson: Genesis 1:1 — 2:4a

Psalm 8

Second Lesson: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Gradual Hymn #

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

Sermon — The Rev. Jean Lenord Quatorze (printed on insert)

The Nicene Creed page 358
Prayers of the People, Form IV page 388
The Peace

Welcome and Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Offertory Hymn #

Doxology (sung)



The Great Thanksgiving:
Eucharistic Prayer B page 367
Sanctus (S-130 in hymnal) page 367
Hymn during Consecration — on insert
The Lord’s Prayer page 364
The Breaking of the Bread, Anthem & Prayer page 337
The Communion of the People
Communion Hymn #
Post Communion Prayer page 365
Prayer for Peace — on insert
Prayer of St. Francis page 833
Dismissal Hymn —

Dismissal

Sermon Sunday June 4, 2023

Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20.

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

When it comes time to speak of God, especially God as Trinity, three persons and one essence, we
always risk saying more than we really know or can ever know. That is the risk today on the Feast of the
Holy Trinity. It is the temptation before every preacher. More often than not our analogies for the
Trinity give way to heresies, the three and the one become a nonsensical math problem, and the Blessed
Trinity is left holding little meaning for our day-to-day life. That is not because the Trinity is unimportant
orirrelevant. It is because the deepest and the most important things of our life can rarely, if ever, be
talked about. They can only ever be experienced.

Define love and list the reasons why you love that one person above all others. Count the ways and
you’ll find that words fail. No list is long enough and after a while the reasons begin to sound hollow,
empty. Describe for me the most beautiful day of your life. Maybe it was sitting in the silence of a sunset



or the day your child was born. The colors and feelings, though real, sound trite compared to the reality
of that beauty. Tell me about the deepest joy or tragedy of your life. Tell me the story. The facts may be
accurate but words can never contain the fullness of that joy or tragedy. At most they point to it.

When it comes to speaking about the most profound, meaningful, and life-changing things or events of
our life’s words fall flat. They only seem to trivialize. So, it is with God. Perhaps that is why in today’s
gospel Jesus does not explain or define the Trinity. Instead, he speaks of relationship and participation.
Human beings, all nations, the entire world, are to be baptized, plunged, washed, immersed in the
name, that is, the qualities and characteristics, of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. St.
Paul describes these as grace, love, and communion. At the end of his second letter, he entrusts the
Corinthians not so much to what God does but to how God is. God’s being is the eternal Trinity. That
being is the basis for God’s doing. This is true for us as well.

We were created to participate in and share the life of the Holy Trinity. It is our spiritual DNA. “Then God
said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness’” (Gen. 1:26). Trinitarian life is the
pattern from which we were created. It is both the basis and destination of our lives. The Trinitarian life
is a choreography of love; three equal persons, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, each one
dwelling in the other by virtue of an unceasing movement of mutual love. God gave us freedom, and so
God allowed conflict. God-made relationships and diversity create conflict, and that’s alright. But to
achieve harmony and relationship, we need openness, listening, and love. What did Jesus preach, live,
and teach? Relationship. What does the Holy Spirit move us to do? Relationship. And what does the
Creator inspire over and over us in the accounts of the divine? Relationship. The Holy Trinity creates,
models, and exists in community, just as we ought to do as Trinitarian Christians.

Our lives, marriages, families, schools, workplaces, parishes, are to become images, icons, of the Triunity
of God. We are invited to join this dance of mutuality and love. Whenever we see the world through
another’s eyes, whenever the joys and sorrows of another become our own, whenever we completely
give ourselves to another holding nothing back, whenever we open ourselves to receive without
condition the life of another, whenever we both lose and find our life in the life of another then we are
most like God. Then we have moved from being created in the image, the pattern, of God and we have
begun living like God.

You see this in those rare married couples who live and love as one without ever losing their distinct
uniqueness as two persons. Together they manifest divine love and reveal God’s life in this world.
Ultimately, Trinitarian life is not about numbers. It's not a quantity but, rather, a quality, a way of being.
It’s that kind of relationship with another that allows us to say, | love, therefore | am. This way of life is
one of practical service and active compassion. There is no subordination within Trinitarian
relationships. The Triunity of God is manifest in our struggles against injustice, oppression, and
exploitation. It is the basis for living sacrificially in and for the life of another. A child who cares for an



aging parent with love, compassion, and self-giving demonstrates Triune love. Similarly, the Trinity
reveals what true parenthood looks like. The Triunity of God shows the way to find unity with others,
not in spite of our diversity and multiplicity, but through and because of our diversity and multiplicity.

The image of God in humanity is Trinitarian. It is in every one of you. The divine image offers a life with
God and others that is relational, personal, participatory, communal, and loving. This is the life for which
we were created. It is the truest pattern of who we are and how we are to live. To turn away from
another, to withdraw our life from another, to live in isolation, to exclude another declaring that we
have no need of them are the most unnatural and un-godlike things we do. Our love for one another
and our faith in the Holy Trinity are integrally related. You cannot have one without the other. A genuine
confession of faith in the Triune God can only be made by those who show mutual love to one another.
Our love for one another is the precondition for a Trinitarian faith and a Trinitarian faith is what
completes and gives meaning to our love for another.

Beware, however. This is not easy. It's dangerous to live a Trinitarian faith. It means love, vulnerability,
openness to another, self-giving, sharing and participating in one another’s lives such that we become
one. That is how Christ lived and died. That is the resurrected, ascended, and “pente costed” life Christ
reveals and offers us. It is how we are to be and live. Our culture neither recognizes nor rewards this
kind of life. To the world it looks like weakness and dependency. In God’s world, however, it looks like
holiness. Humanity is most authentically itself when it participates in and manifests the divine life. The
glory of God is man fully alive.

Every Sunday in the Nicene Creed we confess our belief in God who is Trinity. We confess the oneness of
God as well as the uniqueness of the three persons. This may be what we believe but is it how we live? If
our belief in God as three and one is not manifested in and determinative of our relationships, can we
really claim belief in the Triune God? Every moment, every circumstance, every relationship is one in
which we can make real and visible the divine life and love of the Holy Trinity. That is the human
vocation. It is what we were created to do. It is the most natural and godlike thing we ever do.

If the Trinity is about anything it is about love, beauty, and new life. We may not be able to explain this
but we know it when we experience it. The how of it all may be beyond our understanding but that does
not stop us from seeking it. “So, God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created
them; male and female he created them” (Gen. 1:27). And then, “God blessed them” (Gen. 1:28). The
Holy Trinity is not a concept to be explained, numbers to be calculated, or a problem to be solved. It is a
life to be lived, a love to be shared, and a beauty to be revealed. Stop thinking about God. Live the life,
share the love, reveal the beauty. Amen.
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PARISH PRAYER LIST

Loving God, comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit. Give
them courage and hope in their troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Especially we remember before you:

Grace Schinella
Bob Curley

Chris Dickson

Michael Echevarria

Barbara Stinson
Charlotte H.

Mo (Rachael)
Anthony Paribello
Ciara

Sally & Roger
Mary & Family
Nathan Treadwell

Judy

All people and countries suffering from violence and hatred.

Lourdes S.

Arlene Goodenough

Kate Jones

John Rocco
Michael & Family
Bernie Walther
Phil Ryder
Barbara Curran
Robert Sweat
Sophia
Christopher

Vincent

Celeste and Family

Kaylee
Art

Deb P.
Bethany
Warren
Anthony
Carolyn
Del
Aidan
Carol K.
Amy

Tim

Help us speak words of encouragement and offer deeds of kindness to them.
Bring us with them, into the unending joy of your kingdom. Amen



Prayer before Worship

Almighty God, who pours out on all who desire it, the
spirit of grace. Deliver us, when we draw near to you,
form coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that
with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections, we may
worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen

Hymn to be sung during the consecration:

Father I adore you,

Lay my life before you,

How I love you.

(Repeat twice with second verse starting with Jesus

and third verse starting with Spirit.)

Prayer for Peace
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn

but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So
mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that

all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince
of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominions

and glory, now and for ever. Amen









