Research Methods

Source: Prof. T.S. Alvarado

On- Campus Observations
*Dress appropriately for the day of your observations (ie sweaters/ sunglasses.)

*Remember that we are using unobtrusive measures- try to blend in.

To prepare:

1. Pick 1-2 partners.

2. Select location (library, student lounge, outside bathrooms, parking lot, bus stop, outside classrooms.)

3. Develop hypothesis (statement about a pattern you will see during your observations.)

For field notes:

· Take timestamp every 2 minutes.

· Only one person should write at a time. Switch off.

· Use LOTS of detail.

· Remember that each observation needs an interpretation.

· Use t-chart with time stamp/observation/interpretation format.
Final product:

1. 2-3 pg. research paper (per group). Must be in 12 pt. Times New Roman font, and DOUBLE-SPACED EVENLY THROUGHOUT. Do not include a cover page or bibliography. Staple ALL field notes to your paper. Paper MUST be printed, stapled, and handed in in-person for credit.
2. 4-6 minute PowerPoint presentation (per group).  Please try to bring on jump drive.

5 sections:

a. Cover slide- names, class name, title of presentation, date

b. Research method- mixed methods, observation

c. Hypothesis

d. A minimum of 3 specific example of evidence for/against hypothesis from field notes

e. Conclusion (remember we cannot PROVE a hypothesis)

