Earlier this week, 


I almost caused someone to have a heart attack.  

I was innocently enough in the gas station 


when a friend who is spending their first winter here 



came in to pay for his gas, 




as he was fueling up to drive to Whitehorse.  

As he paid, 


he asked me, 



“Do you think it is safe to drive to Whitehorse in this weather?”  

His car had just come out of the shop, 


which led me to ask, 



“Do you have a sleeping bag in the car?”  

This startled him 


and he asked why he would need such a thing?  

By the time I was done explaining avalanches, 


black ice, 


being prepared for sub-zero temperatures, 


spare tires, 


and dead car batteries, 



he was seriously reconsidering the trip.

It was repeated multiple times, 


the trip is safe and fine, 



just be prepared.  


Know what the dangers are, 



be ready for them, 




and everything will go fine.  


Go unprepared 



and simple things become deadly.  

There is my PSA for getting your winter gear into your car.

This reality of telling people the dangers that are ahead 


so that they are ready 


and prepared for them is a common practice.  

Every time you board an airplane, 


you hear one.  



“In case of a water landing, 




your seat will function as a flotation device.”  

That is such a nice way of saying, 


“If this large piece of flying metal 



comes crashing back down to earth 



and lands in rough seas 




instead of forested trees 




or jagged rocky peaks, 


and you are somehow still conscious, 



grab this to float.”  

But we hear it over and over again, 


so that if it does happen, 



we are not clueless 




in the midst of the adrenaline pumping through our body.

Jesus has just told his disciples how they are going to travel.  

So he also needs to tell them the dangers ahead, 


so that when they happen, 

notice not if, 


but when, 



they will understand that this is just part of the calling.  


They did not do something wrong, 


this is just the nature of the mission.  

Driving to Whitehorse includes traveling through avalanche zones


icy or snowy roads


cold temperatures.

If people don't know about these things ahead of time, 


talking about what would keep them alive on the pass is usually too late.

So what does Jesus think that we need to know before we go out?  


In this section, 



we have four separate warnings.  


One is the animals reality.  


The second is the flogging warning.  


The third is the family division warning.  


The final is the fleeing persecution warning.

Jesus starts out by explaining that we are going out as defenseless sheep, 


among wolves.  

It would be fine 


if we were going out as sheep among sheep 


or as wolves among wolves.  

But the Sermon on the Mount made clear 


that we are to operate as sheep.  

Something that is really hard for me to do at times 


when being a wolf gets a much quicker 


and attentive response.  

But Jesus sends us out as sheep, 


poor in spirit, 


mourning, 


meek, 


thirsting, 


merciful, 


and making peace.  

Now as sheep, 


we know that we are vulnerable.  

Again, 


back to the beatitudes, 



Jesus tols us that we are going to be persecuted.  

So Jesus gives us two more animal images to help us along.  


Being shrewd as snakes 


and innocent as doves.  

These two have to be held in tension, 


otherwise we won't survive as sheep.  



We will either be dead 



or become a wolf.  

For if we are shrewd 


but not innocent, 



we become hurtful.  

If we are innocent, 


but not shrewd, 



we are naive.  

A snake is the craftiest, 


shrewdest animal.  

In Genesis, 


it was able to get what it wanted, 



just by speaking.  

The snake has no limbs, 


only a tongue, 



yet survives quite well.  


Think of the snake as the Tom Sawyer of the animal kingdom.  

Doves are known for their peace bringing, 


simplicity, 


and lack of ways to defend themselves.  

This combination creates a peacemaker.  


An unbalanced approach of these two creates death and destruction



for either us



or the people we interact with.

Now Jesus' warning could be ignored 


if we stay home 


and are not out preaching, 



healing, 



raising the dead, 



cleansing, 



and driving out demons.  


Freely giving 



what we have been freely given.  

Verse 17 however, 


assumes we will be out doing these things.  

When we are, 


we are to be on guard against men.  


We are to be continuously ready for a danger approaching, 



because what we are doing is world changing.  

And while we are later told to flee, 

if we do find ourselves handed over, 


Jesus has good news there as well.  

The good news is not the flogging, 


it is that the Spirit will give you the words to say, 



as we are given a pulpit from which to proclaim the Good News 




that the Kingdom of Heaven is near.  

In this age of social media, 


God has given us each a pulpit to proclaim the good news.  

We have seen however, 


how the world desires to work.  

When a disaster happens, 


camera crews have a penchant for finding the most extreme views, 


and including that person in their newscast.  

But, the difference it makes when we take this promise of Jesus' seriously.  

In Charleston, South Carolina, 


as Dylan Roof was filling the headlines two years ago



for his killing of 9 people of Emanuel AME Church.  

The families of the victims suddenly became the news 


instead of him, 



as the Gospel was too overwhelming to be ignored.  

A daughter spoke of the loss of her mother and said to Dylan, 

“I forgive you, 



You took something very precious from me. 




I will never talk to her again. 




I will never, ever hold her again. 


But I forgive you. 



And have mercy on your soul. … 




You hurt me. 




You hurt a lot of people. 


If God forgives you, 



I forgive you.”  

A mother told Dylan, 


“Every fiber in my body hurts 



and I’ll, I’ll never be the same. 


Tywanza Sanders was my son. 


But Tywanza Sanders was my hero. 



Tywanza was my hero. … 




May God have mercy on you.”  

A sister told the shooter, 


“we are the family that love built. 



We have no room for hating, 



so we have to forgive. 


I pray God on your soul.”  

This is the Holy Spirit at work, 


giving people the words to say when they stood before Kings and Governors.  
These words were published in every major newspaper, 


every magazine, 



because what these people were saying 




was so countercultural 




that it had to make the headlines.  


How could you stand in front of the one who did this 



and forgive him?

Unfortunately, Jesus tells us that


being on your guard against men 



does not stop at the public sphere.  



It dives into the family sphere as well.  

Brothers betraying brothers, 

a father his child, 

children against their parents.  


Why?  


What could tear a family apart like this?  

Again, 


it is the world changing news of the Kingdom of Heaven.  

While the people of Charleston quoted are amazing 


and living out the gospel.  

What about their spouses, 


siblings, 


and children, 



who do not have a full grasp of the gospel? 

Their wife is dead 


and their daughter says she forgives the killer?  



If the husbands desire for justice 



is greater than the desire for the kingdom, 




there is now a rift in the family.  

Our world struggles with forgiveness.  


We can sometimes forgive past wrongs 



if they seem to have paid their debt.  


But forgiveness is not freely given a majority of the time,



despite what Jesus commanded.  

Loving someone 


who does not deserve to be loved 



can divide a family.  

When your life is built upon honor instead of love, 


what happens when you are dishonored.  

You have a division, 


especially if part of your family continues to love.  

Jesus' story of the two sons and the Prodigal Father 


is a description of this saying.  

The father welcomes the younger son back in 


and the older son refuses to come to the party, 



because he has done everything right.  


Since he was managing his father's love based on works, 



when the father loves freely, 




a rift happens.

When these rifts happen 


and persecution comes upon you, 



Jesus gives another tool for enduring it.  


Flee to another place.  

This is a advice that makes a big difference,


so we need to pay close attention.  



It is moving your message, 



instead of changing your message.  

If I have been preaching the message to my neighbor to the North, 


and persecution comes.  



I don't dilute what I am saying 



and continue telling my neighbor to the North.  


I keep proclaiming the message at full strength 



and take it to my Southern Neighbor instead.  

Jesus warned his disciples that they would move often, 


but even then, 



they would not hit all of the towns before Jesus ascended to heaven.  

The same could be said for Skagway.  


We will not be able to share the message with everyone in this small town 



before we run out of time.  

Again going back to the Sermon on the Mount, 


this is Jesus' throwing Pearls before swine image 



fleshed out again.  

Share your message where it will be received.  


If it is not received, 



keep moving.  


Don't stop telling the message so you can stay, 


keep moving 



so you can keep telling and demonstrating the message.

From this message, 


it is obvious that trouble will come.  

But if we know that it will come, 


and what we are to do when it does come, 



we will be able to survive 



and continue doing what we are called to do.  

Then if we get caught in no man's land on the pass 


we can respond 


and know that this comes with the territory.  

Being Jesus' disciple is not easy, 


but Jesus makes sure we know how to do it 



if we listen to him 



and his warnings.
