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Dear Family in Faith,
As we moved into July, a new slate of elders and deacons rolled into active service. Among the first jobs that these folks have
around this time of year is pulling together a committee that will oversee some aspect of the church’s life. I have encouraged
them to go out and ask folks to serve and work with them this year. I am now doing the same with you. Don’t wait to be asked.
Be proactive.
Want to help with stewardship season, thinking about how we can continue to grow our endowments, and how we can create/
keep a sound budget? Contact David Arnold or Eric Reidenbach.
Want to help with Breadbasket, the Furniture Ministry, Mission Haven, Living Waters for the World, or get involved with other
mission projects? Contact Eric Reidenbach or Dean Cromartie.
What to help plan Sunday School classes, youth and children’s activities on Sunday afternoons, identifying Wednesday night
study topics, maybe help create a retreat, bring in guest lecturers, or put together Vacation Bible School? See Tommy’s
contribution to this newsletter. Contact Ginny Graham or Shane Brooks.
Want to help invite people to church, work on ways to make visitors on Sunday feel welcome, and work on publicity pieces for
our church that might appear online or in print? Contact Kathryn Cummings or Dan Davis.
Want to help do things like organizing clean up days, spruce up the flower beds, respond to the inevitable maintenance needs
that arrive, put up a swing set, or work on adding another niche to the columbarium? Contact Claude Sanders.
Want to help with meals at the church, serving them, cleaning them up and creating the sort of fellowship
opportunities that bring people closer together? Contact Tommy or Judy Haydel or Katie Ginn.
Want to help set out communion, maybe plan for particular worship days or seasons in the church
calendar, put together some special worship services, or maybe invite some guest preachers? Contact
Lisa Forsyth and Dean Cromartie.
Together, we are the church. The more you put into something, the more you will get out of it. Those
that connect and serve are almost always the sort of people that grow not just in their faith, but in
their love for their church.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher
FURNITURE MINISTRY UPDATE

In 2018 we provided home furnishings to a total of 187 (or over 180) families or individuals including many international
students (60+ single beds). This year is running at a similar pace. The greatest needs are for beds, dressers/chests,
kitchen tables, cookware, and sofas. We have three nice dining room sets and two bedroom sets that we would like
to make available for cash donations to support the furniture ministry needs and expenses. We recently gave bicycles
to Edward Street Ministry and have arranged with HOPE to supply prospective and new mothers with baby furniture
and accessories. We continue to coordinate with local agencies, civic clubs and organizations and churches (37 to
date) who screen and refer needy persons. Of course, we still assist persons going through the preparation program,
R.I.S.E., and expect another group of international students will need basic furnishings this fall.
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A Word From the Director of Discipleship
My how the summer has flown by! It was a busy summer in the life of Westminster. We had a fantastic
Family Bible School, our kids went to Camp Hopewell, Montreat, and Jr. Montreat. We celebrated the
Fourth of July as a church family with our annual Red, Hot, and Blue luncheon. Breadbasket operated
all summer long, the Brown Bag Bible Study group tackled the Minor Prophets, and the New
Beginnings group continued to meet, as well. Now it is time to gear up for Fall!

AUGUST HAPPENINGS AT WPC
Back to School Swim Party and Cookout at the Graham's
Sunday, August 4 (4:00–6:00 p.m.) • 123 Bedford Road, Hattiesburg

All kids K-12 and their families are invited to come out for hotdogs, watermelon and swimming to kick
off the school year.

Rally Day, Pancake Breakfast, and Blessing of the Backpacks
Sunday, August 11 (9:30 a.m.) • Montague Hall

Join us in Montague Hall at 9:30 a.m. for a Pancake Breakfast prepared by the Men of the Church. We will celebrate the beginning of a
new Sunday School year with Rally Day festivities. During the morning worship service, all students will be invited down front with their
backpacks so that Reverend Crotwell can ask God to bless them. The following Sunday, everyone will move to their new classes.

Annual New Beginnings Intergenerational Cookout at the Suttle's • Sunday, August 18 (4:30–6:30 p.m.)
59 Moss Lane, Petal

Our Older Adult Ministry, the New Beginnings group invites all our kids, youth, and their families to their annual cookout at the Suttle
Compound. Hamburgers, hotdogs, and a ton of wonderful sides will be available for this fun event. All children are invited to bring their
swimwear and towels for a dip in the pool.

Presbytery of MS Youth Gathering at WPC Hattiesburg • Saturday, August 25 (2:30–5:00 p.m.)

In an effort to gather Jr. High and Sr. High kids from across our Presbytery into one space again, WPC is hosting an event on August
25th. Youth and leaders from across our Presbytery have been invited to gather at WPC to play games, share in Bible study, and eat a
meal together. We are hopeful that this will be a successful event, and if any of you have an interest in making this afternoon of
reconnection a success, please contact Christopher or Tommy in the oﬃce.

USM Football Game Parking Lot Fund Raiser • Saturday, August 31 (4:00–6:00 p.m.)

Every fall, the children and youth host parking lot fundraisers for USM home football games to raise money for their summer trips. Each
child and youth must work two parking lot events a year in order to be eligible for funds. Jeff Haydel will be our parent in charge of the
first fundraiser. Make sure to sign up!

SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS FALL AT WPC

In addition to our four adult Sunday School classes that meet each Sunday, we will be offering a Sr. High class upstairs and a Rotation
Sunday School class for our elementary-aged children. We also will be offering two new classes this fall!

Junior High Sunday School

With the growing numbers of our Middle School class, the Growing Spiritually Committee has formed a separate class for these young
people. It will be based on the Rotation Model but will be age-appropriate for the Middle School crew.

Young Adult Sunday School

If you are a 20 to 30 something, married or single; we've created a class for you! Beginning Sunday, August 18, from 9:30–10:00 a.m.,
this new class will convene upstairs in the very last classroom on the right at the end of the hall beyond the Sr. High classroom.
Christopher will kick off the class using a combined curriculum ultimately designed to teach adults how to mentor kids going through
confirmation, although he will also be gleaning from the book Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt. It will be a fun and informative class,
and if the curriculum had to have a title, it might be something like 'What Do Presbyterians Believe and How Does This Work for Us?"
There will be fresh coffee, light breakfast snacks, and Christopher! Come visit us!

One Last Word ...

Speaking on behalf of the Growing Spiritually Committee; we want YOU! The Growing Spiritually Committee is all about the Christian
Education programming and efforts at WPC. We cover programming in everything from Sunday school, to the nursery, to the youth, to
the children, to the older adults, to the young adults, and everybody in between. We work diligently with the pastor and the Session to
create opportunities for our congregation to grow spiritually and to develop into faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. If you have a passion
or even a curious interest in joining our committee to help plan and execute a faithful plan for Christian education in the life of the
church, won't you please contact Ginny Graham, Shane Brooks, or me—Tommy. We will find a place for you!
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JUNE ATTENDANCE

JULY ATTENDANCE

JUNE 2 100

JUNE 23 149

JULY 7 83

JULY 21 130

JUNE 9 110

JUNE 30 105

JULY 14 93

JULY 28 124

JUNE 16 117

JULY BIRTHDAYS
1 Glenda Brown

10 Randall Harris

18 Beth Richmond

4 Jan Mesrobian

12 Wes Brooks

18 Brandon Hayes

5 Jenny Maul

13 Jeff Haydel

24 Susan Crotwell

6 Michael Raggio

13 Olivia Reid

25 Susan Turner

9 Jackson Edmonson

13 Annie Richerson

27 Ginny Graham

16 Janeil Harris

31 Stella Fair

10 Ed Brown

17 Janet Bennett
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Whether you’re enjoying vacation or about to return to a
school schedule, August has arrived! That means fall
activities at Westminster will soon begin, and things will
by Althea Jerome
get busier. During these last days of summer, please think
about your commitment to Presbyterian Women. This
organization provides opportunities for fellowship, spiritual growth and service to our congregation and its members. It
also offers a way to stay connected to our sisters in the Presbytery and the denomination as a whole.
How do you become active in PW? Well, that’s easy! Every woman who attends Westminster is considered a member
simply by being part of our congregation. In the summer, a Yearbook is printed with updates on members, calendar
entries, a budget, and information about Presbyterian Women in the PCUSA. Yearbooks will be available in early
September. Please see Martha Davis to obtain one. Circle leaders will also have Yearbooks to distribute.
Westminster’s Circles begin meeting in September. All women are assigned to a Circle. It is through the Circles that PW
members learn about PW events and activities, mission programs that serve people in need, and services we provide to
members of the congregation, such as a baby shower or a meal for a member or her family.
As the days of summer wane, plan to schedule a time to participate in PW. Your commitment and service will be a
blessing to you and will enrich the work of PW in our congregation.

Living Waters of the World Water Mission
The Westminster water team of Alice Crotwell and Karen and Eric
Reidenbach recently returned from El Salvador. While in-country,
the team visited several sites and reinforced their education
efforts. One site, Mediagua, requires a reinstallation of the water
purification system to provide better security and accessibility to
the community. Another site, Guadalupe, is working to provide a
caseta for a hoped-for December installation. This would make for
a great Christmas gift from our church to their community
desperately in need of clean water.
The trip concluded with an education conference attended by 84
of our partners from 13 of our water sites. This is an increase of
50% over last year’s attendance. Topics discussed at the
conference included how to make hand sanitizer, identifying the
critical challenges to effective education programs, and how to
craft an education plan.
Westminster can be proud of their support of our brothers and
sisters in Christ in El Salvador. They know they have a good friend
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare

2

3

10

3

4
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
4:00 PM SWIM PARTY
AT GRAHAMS

5

6
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

7
5:30 PM Potluck
7:00 PM NO CHOIR

8
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

9

11
9:30 AM Rally Day
Pancake Breakfast
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate

12

13
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

14
7:00 PM NO CHOIR

15
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

16

17

18
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Session
4:30 PM New
Beginnings Cookout
at the Suttles

19

20
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

21
6:30 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

22
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

23

24

25
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
2:30 PM Presbytery
“Back to School”
Youth Event

26

27
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

28
6:30 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

29
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

30

31

PRESBYTERY OF
MS IN MERIDIAN

YOUTH PARKING
LOT FUNDRAISER

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
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