
Referral to Royal Stoke University Hospital for Isolated Open Limb Fractures 
from a Trauma Unit or Local Emergency Hospital 

Patient presents to TU/LEH Emergency Department 

First aid/primary wound cleaning +/- POP 
IV Antibiotics as per local protocol 

TU/LEH ED Doctor — Call Specialised Decisions 
Unit (SDU) at RSUH on 01782 672742 

Inform local T&O team of the case 

Automatic Acceptance criteria: 
Must have: 

1. Single, isolated open limb fracture proximal to 
wrist/ankle 

 
Must have none of: 

1. Clinical frailty score ≥6 
2. Peripheral Vascular disease under care of 

vascular services at any time 
3. Any other injury — including similar injury to 

other side (need to refer to RSUH TTL in ED) 

If not accepted automatically: 
TU/LEH T&O team will assume 

clinical responsibility and discuss 
with RSUH T&O On-call registrar 
regarding suitability of transfer. 

May include digital image transfer. 
Decision time should be <1 hour 

If agreement to manage 
within TU/LEH footprint, 
telephone support to be 

provided from RSUH 
T&O team (contact name 

and number to be 
provided) 

Acceptance 

SDU staff to inform ED Nurse in Charge 74632, and T&O CALF of impending attendance 

TU/LEH ED to facilitate urgent transfer to RSUH ED (consider use of ACCTS in Wales if lack of 
ambulance resources available) - any delay in transfer & local T&O will take clinical responsibility 

RSUH T&O Team to see patient in ED (best access to further imaging, wound debridement and POP as 
required), then rapid transfer to SDU or Ward bed if available 

See page 2 for Clinical Frailty Scoring Tool 
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