Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church!
It is good to be together, even if we are meeting online. If you
are new to Messiah, you can find out more about our community at
messiahlyndhurst.org or on our facebook page. During this current health
crisis, we will upload our service to our website each Sunday morning
(www.messiahlyndhurst.org). We invite you to follow along at home with
the order of service included below.
Prayer Concerns can be shared via email (pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org)
or phone (440-442-6941). Please indicate if you would like your request to
be considered for inclusion in worship. Please note that some elements of
the service are pre-recorded and prayer requests may not make it in until
the following week.
Children are encouraged to participate at home as they are able. If you
would like an at-home Sunday School Lesson Packet, please contact Cheryl
Moser for more info.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is typically celebrated the first and
third Sundays of each month, as well as on festival days. The date of our
next Communion Sunday is September 27 at our Park and Pray Service.
If Communion is new for you, we invite you to have a conversation with
Pastor Paul.

Serving in Worship Today:
Presiding Minister

The Rev. Paul Moody

Assisting Minister

Tom Griffith

Organist

Glenn Odenbrett

Guest Instrumentalist

Thomas Trost
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Come, Thou Almighty King
Benjamin M. Culli
(As God gathers us on this day of resurrection,
we take time during the prelude to center ourselves
and prepare to receive the Gospel: both its proclamation
of grace and its call to action.)

HYMN

Come, Thou Almighty King
ELW #408

Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing;
help us to praise; Father all-glorious, over all victorious,
come and reign over us, Ancient of Days.
To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be
hence evermore! Thy sov’reign majesty may we in glory see,
and to eternity love and adore.

HYMN

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
ELW #413

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy, All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
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whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
(Silence is kept for reflection)

Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.
Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN

Just As I Am, Without One Plea
ELW #592

Just as I am, without one plea,
but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, thy love unknown
has broken ev’ry barrier down;
now to be thine, yea thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to
us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
HYMN

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
ELW #733

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

GOSPEL

Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

The Holy Gospel According to Saint Matthew:
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing
with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
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When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will
pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon
and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out
and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about
five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the
first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.
15
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be
last.”
3

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN

Streams of Living Justice
ELW #710

Let streams of living justice flow down upon the earth;
give freedom’s light to captives, let all the poor have worth
The hungry’s hands are pleading, the workers claim their rights,
the mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for sight.
Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron pow’r,
abolish ancient vengeance: proclaim your people’s hour.
For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end,
for love that makes us lovers, God grant us grace to mend.
Weave our varied gifts together; knit our lives as they are spun;
on your loom of time enroll us till our thread of life is run.
O great weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one;
dye our texture with your radiance, light our colors with your sun.
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HYMN

Beautiful Savior
ELW #838

Beautiful Savior, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

HYMN

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
ELW #363

Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness!
God has brought forth Israel into joy from sadness,
loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke, Jacob’s sons and daughters;
led them with un-moistened foot through the Red sea waters.
Alleluia! now we cry to the Lord immortal,
who triumphant burst the bars of the tomb’s dark portal;
Alleluia! with the Son, God the Father praising;
Alleluia! yet again to the Spirit raising.

HYMN

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
ELW #596

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own acclaim, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev’ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil.
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.
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HYMN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
ELW #859

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the God of creation!
My heart is longing to offer up sweet adoration.
Melody make; dulcimer, harp, now awake.
Send forth your praise ev’ry nation.
Praise the Almighty! In wonder my spirit is soaring!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises outpouring.
Let the amen sound from God’s people again,
gladly forever adoring.

HYMN

Blessed Assurance
ELW #638

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long.

HYMN

When Peace, like a River
ELW #785

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
it is well it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul,
it is well, it is well with my soul.
Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
even so it is well with my soul.
It is well with my soul,
it is well, it is well with my soul.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.
(A brief silence)

Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel
challenges the church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who
suffer for Christ (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is
outside your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit
of generosity toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring
peace to places of conflict and violence (especially). Inspire leaders with
creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and
development workers. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
abounding in steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges
and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor
and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life,
health, and courage to all who are in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
(Here other intercessions may be offered)

We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us
faithfulness to follow them, living for Christ, until you call us to join them in the
joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your
mercy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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HYMN

Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past
ELW #632

O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:
Before the hills in order stood
or earth received its frame,
from everlasting you are God,
to endless years the same.
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all our years away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.
O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!

OFFERING
(In response to God’s command to love our neighbors, we give of the resources God has
given us for the sake of the common good. Please give your tithes and offerings by mail or
electronically at messiahlyndhurst.org)

THANKSGIVING
HYMN

Now Thank We All Our God
ELW #840

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers’ arms, has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
the Son, and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven,
the one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore;
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
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SENDING
BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.

HYMN

God Be With You Til We Meet Again
ELW #536

God be with you till we meet again;
by good counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd’s care enfold you;
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet,
till we meet
till we meet at Jesus’ feet
till we meet
till we meet
God be with you till we meet again.
God be with you till we meet again;
when life’s perils thick confound you,
put unfailing arms around you;
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet,
till we meet
till we meet at Jesus’ feet
till we meet
till we meet
God be with you till we meet again.

Page | 10

HYMN

Lift High the Cross
ELW #660

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow, where our captain trod
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
(Please observe a moment of silence before the postlude)

POSTLUDE

Variations on ELW #660

Messiah Staff Members
Organist: Glenn Odenbrett
Choir Director: Vicki Lester
Christian Education Director: Cheryl Moser
Office Administrator: Steven Liss
Building & Custodial: Steve Newcomer
Attributions
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Portions of Service of the Word.
Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44485. Scripture from
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Cover
image: Pastor Paul Moody via unsplash.com.
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Prayers
Prayer Team & Partners: Prayer is a vital part of the Christian life. Messiah
has a Prayer Team which will pray with/for you. If you have a prayer request,
please complete a blue Prayer Request Card – available in the sanctuary – which
offer these options: (1) request a Pastoral follow-up, (2) include in the
intercessory prayers to be read aloud in worship, (3) add to the ongoing list in
the Bulletin and Grace Note, or (4) add to the Prayer Partner Email Chain.
(Contact Nancy Pittard to participate in the Prayer Partner Email Chain and/or to
serve on the Prayer Team)
Please pray for our siblings in Christ: The family and friends of Dave Fenbers,
the family and friends of Glenn Odenbrett’s mother, the family and friends of
David Kosovich’s nephew Nicholas Piks, the family and friends of Hank
Schwenkhoff, the family and friends of Tom Short, the family and friends of
Claudia Stibora, Lila Boehler, Dan Filer, Tracy Galvin, Bob Kopsak, the Musial
family, Lisa Perry, Sid Pryor, Phyllis Short, Kathy Strom, Jim Szatkowski, Helen
Wolfe, and all in need of comfort and healing.
(Your prayer request, printed in the bulletin, will remain active for a period of four weeks.
If you wish to have the prayer renewed, please fill out a new request card.)

Announcements
PLEASE NOTE: All upcoming activities and events are subject to change as
Messiah responds to the ongoing world health crisis.

NEXT WEEK: Sunday morning Park and Pray Eucharist will take place on
September 27, 2020 at 10:00am.
Pastoral Care: The world is experiencing an unprecedented season of
difficulty, and all of us are affected in our own way. If you would like to connect
with Pastor Paul for a conversation, please call or email the church office: 440442-6941 or pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org.
OHIO Covid-19: Now that testing is more widely available – we wanted to share
some of the key resources:
•

Ohio Corona Virus Portal:

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
•

Link/Map for Testing Sites:

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/testing-ch-centers/
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•

Phone for Info: 1-833-427-5634

LWR Personal Care Kits: Messiah is collecting items to assemble Lutheran
World Relief Personal Care Kits that give people around the world tools to stay
healthy in life’s most challenging situations. Collection bins for the items are
located by the coffee area. NOTE: Our collection will resume at a later date.
Church Council: the next meeting is on Tuesday, October 20, 2020 at 7:00pm.
The Messiah Book Club will meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, October 13th at the
home of Mary Lou Bregitzer to discuss Educated by Tara Westover.
Miles of Quarters: To help with Messiah’s budget deficit, we are collecting a
mile of quarters – over 63,000 quarters – more than $15,000. Put your quarters
in the glass jug by the easel. NOTE: Our collection will resume at a later date.
Church Office Hours This Week:
The Church Office will not be open until further notice. However, we will
be checking voicemail and email regularly.
Attendance and Offering for the week of September 13, 2020:
YouTube Views: 28
Offering (incl. electronic giving): $4,7445.39
(NOTE: $4,000 a week is needed to remain current with our budget)

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service: Social Ministry has placed
educational posters about the ELCA’s history of helping refugees through the
work of the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS). Take a look at
the new posters in the coffee area when you are able, or check out the LIRS
website: https://www.lirs.org/.

Special Acknowledgments
This is our space to honor expressions of appreciation. Email items c/o
office@messiahlyndhurst.org by Wednesday at 3pm for publication on
the following Sunday. We’ll keep submissions in print for two weeks.

 The Odenbrett family would like to thank the choir members and
director Vicki Lester for the beautiful plant sent in memory of Muriel
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Odenbrett, Glenn's recently deceased mother. It was very much
appreciated.
c/o Glenn Odenbrett

 Thanks to Glenn and Tom Trost for the inspirational music that perked
up the holiday weekend service.
c/o Karen Zak

 I would like to thank Tom Trost for the lovely accompaniment to Glenn
Odenbrett.
c/o Judy Burghart

 Thank you to our Messiah family for the many sympathy cards and
notes I have received. Thank you to Faith Circle for the lovely plant and
wooden cross dedicated to Tom. Thanks for memorial gifts given in
Tom's memory. A special thank you to Vicki. It is a blessing to have
such caring at this time.
c/o Phyllis Short

Page | 14

