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Originally/composer/lyricist/librettist Clark.Gesner,had no intention'of;

songs into'a'stage musical.
Arthur,Whitelaw/convincedhimto,workup’aitheatricaliversion'basedon

Charles Schultzis popular,comic strip? andpresented at’aitiny
East\Village theatre asCharlie Brownwhere'it remained

Thatihoweveriwas only,the beginning ofia host of popularruns of,the

musicalithroughout the world.

In'addition toCharlie BrowniGesnenrwrote the books¢
lyrics fory* Animal Fair premiered/at the'Denver,Center,

iTheatreYHe'alsowrote with Nagle Jackson Broadway sjThe Utter,Glory,/of

s NCT

Plavuright

f

Foritelevision'he wrote for,Captain KangarooiSesame Streetfand*ThatWas the\WeekiThatWas *As an

&'{E? he has’appeared regularlyin'BjT-'McNichollis'Musicalsin Concert series and
regionally;in;1776] LendCarnival!, and/other,musicals?

The Jello Is'Always Red¥arevueof,Gesnerys’cabaret’and theatre songsiwas recently, produced

New Theatre Company:




i Charles Schulz
Pcanuis Creator

Charles'MonroegSparkyaSchulz (November.vzs, (1922 - February 12} 2000) wasan’American cartoonist,

creatonrof,the comic strip/Peanuts which features his two best_known'charactersICharlie Brown'andSnoopy:
Helis widely regarded as one of,the mostinfluentialicartoonists/in historyfand cited by, many/cartoonistsas’a
majoninfluencelincluding JimDavisYMurray BalliBilllWattersoniMatt Groeningfand Dav,Pilkey:

Schulzwas born'in'MinneapolisfMinnesota’and'grew,up,in'Saint Paull'He\was the only,child of,Carl'Schulz’and

[Dena Halverson?His,uncle’called himgSparkygaftenthe horse Spark Plug|in/Billy DeBeck's.comic strip Barney/
ﬂiﬂﬂadleesu
%ﬂmﬂﬂi@ﬁaﬂaﬂnﬂ
mﬂm&mwmﬂ Drawn by Sparkyz m,@aﬂﬁn@@mﬁ}
his high'school'life,was the'rejection’of, his'drawings by, his'high’school
jyearbookawhich he referred tolin Peanuts years lateriwhen he had Lucy ask Charlie Brown to'sign'a picture

In'Aprilj1951fSchulz married Yoy ce Halverson'and Schulz adopted Halversonis daughterfMeredith Hodges! 'atenthe same yearlthey movedtoColorado Springs!
(ColoradotiTheinsonIMontelwas born'in'Eebruary,1952fand three morechildrenfCraigfAmy and Jilliwere born later,in' Minnesota!

Schulz’and his family moved toMinneapolisiand stayed until/1958.iThey,thenimoved,to Sebastopol!Californialwhere Schulz built his first studio®
(Charlie Brownand Charles Schulz'Schulz's fatherdied while visiting himlin1966the same yeanSchulz s Sebastopol'studio burned down"By,1969XSchulz hadmoved

daughter, Meredith,(-:harlie Brownljumping/ovenracandlestickdandSnoopy,playinglon'all/fourstiThe wallwas'removed in'200/1¥and
donated/and/relocatedto,theCharles M'Schulz'Museum'inSanta'Rosa’

|n September19731he'married Jean'Forsyth Clyde \whom|/he had firstmet,when'she brought her,daughterto his hockey rink? m
married for.27)yearsiuntilSchulzis’deathlin’2000:
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in[OakParkdMichigan¥a'suburb of Detroit.Lippa’attendedOak.ParkHigh'School’and laterithe University of, Michigan, (l{c‘,i‘, ‘I)
where he'studied\vocal'performance but eventually,transferredinto)musicleducation’and received his bachelors] =

City,in 1987
mamas
8th'grade'students="an'assistant principal'position'="and held|
mzs_ﬂma‘lq,mmam
There he'met his future'collaboratoryTom Greenwald (Ebﬂm&m

He later, pursued'a’careernin/musical’'composition
Lippa'began his professionalitheatrical'career,at the.Goodspeed Opera W@ﬂmm

hired inlearly;1992 to'be the pianist fona production’of It\s'a'Bird:™It!s'alPlane®™ It's'Supermanlbut’quickly,rose to
become the/dance’arranger,and/assistant musicldirector:'He;then'stayed/on for,the'remainder,of,the'season'in that

being/an'increasingly,in~demand/arranger:
The Goodspeed produced Lippais first musicalfJohn!&Men (bookby;Tom Greenwald)!
|ppa then wenton towritethe'bookdmusicYand|lyrics forniThe Wlld ‘ﬁ]@ﬂﬂtﬂ Party was 'given|itsworld|

In 1999, Lippacontributed three new,songs,to,the Broadway,versionof)Youire'a Good Charlie Brown'and createdall new/arrangements'jrhe three songs,were
= My,New Philosophy' and the'new,version'of;the title’song: Lippa'also,producedthe’original/cast recording’and,was honored,with'aGrammy,

fAward nomination for, his work:on that recording:
The show,premiered inithe summer,0f.2004 atjTheatreWorks inlPalo’Alto!

Brian Crawley,tocreate'a musical'adaptation'of/Alllittle Princess?
In"20061the musical/Asphalt Beachlwith'musicland lyrics by Lippa‘and the book by T!CYSmith'and Peter,SpearsYpremiered at the'American'MusiciTheatre Project
mﬁmmmmm

mamem

IlinoisYat the OrientaljTheatre from'April'’2013,through'May,5¥2013%It 'opened lon'Broadway/at the Neil'SimonjTheatre’onOctober, 6! 2013 Big|Fishlbrought Llppa a
IDrama)DeskAward nomlnatlon for, 0utstandlng Music
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1040S-1930S
in an'early,Schulz/comic strip titled/Li

then'denies;that he has seenthe other,boy, ("Charlie Brown") when'askedjThe'character,made his/official/debut inithe first Peanuts'comic’strip’onOctober,

1950. The'strip features Charlie Brown walking byfas twolothenchildren'named Shermy and Patty/look at him*Shermy,refers.to him'asgGood Ol Charlie]
Browngas he passes byAbut thenlimmediately,reveals his’hatred toward himonce he is'goneon the last panelliln the,very/early/days of,the strip,
i ;lhe.would'age\very slowly/ovenrthe next severaliyearsibeingoldlenoughtolattend elementary,

school'by,the 1960s"During the strip s early,yearsYCharlie Brown was'much/morelimpish'and lighthearted and not the'dour, defeatist
lbecometHe was'somethingof,a’smart-aleckand wouldoften'play pranks'and jokes’onthe other,characters¥On'December.21L1

patternfirst’appeared’on his;formerly,plain|T =shirt! Eyﬂj]ﬂm

{1951 stripiCharlie Brown first’appears to/play,baseball¥as he was warming before telling[Shermy,that they,can’start,the'game; however
notxyet the pltcher and manager,of; his;team?

i
E:y(ﬂr:m:mm:
E:yﬂm

like'a father.to him¥trying to.teach'him)

composer: Charlie Brown'placed the Beethovenbust on'Schroederis pianolonNovember,26,71951.]Later, Schroeder,and Charlie Brown were portrayed as
being'about the same age and Schroeder,became Charlie Browns closest friend'after,Linus\Van'Pelt.Schroeder,became the’catcher,on Charlie Brown|s

In'early;1959¥Charlie Brown|(and/other, Peanuts'characters) made his first' animated’appearances after.they,were sponsored by,the Ford Motor.Company;in
{ /;Thelads,were animated by,BillMelendez for,Playhouse Pictures}a

'SEE HOW BASY IT
IS, SCHROEPER 7
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1960'S

Inthe 1960skthe Peanuts comic strip.enteredwhat most readers considento be its Golden'Age

m

iThe' next'day;Mendelson'called Schulz
a]ﬂ g[Charlie Brown'and the Peanuts'characters mw collaborate,with'both'Schulz’and M
Charlie Brown Christmasithe special\was first broadcast by the CBS/networkon'December, 951965 The special's primary/goal'is showing

Charlie Brown/Christmas ,was broadcast, several’of,those'involved|inthe special's creation\were worried that
its unorthodox soundtrack-and/overt religious message;with the number,of homes watching the'special’an
meﬂm;mm The'special's music score made'an equally pervasive impact on\viewers
\who,would later, performijazz¥among them David Benoit and.George Winston¥A'Charlie Brown Christmas was honored with'both’an Emmy/and Reabody/Award]
broadcast'onJune’8L1966:Inl0ctoberofithat yearlathird Peanuts specialjwas broadcast onCBS: the Halloweenzthemed Itis thelGreat umpkin¥Charlie Brown®
The’stageladaptationlofia’concept album titled)\Youirela Good Man¥Charlie Brownl¥based.on Charlie Brown¥SnoopyALucylLinus¥Schroeder¥and PattyAwent|
ifrom'Peanuts’strips’and'a'musical'numberforeachlonetSince Patty,was’such'aweakly/defined characterin Schulzs’strip i

in the'musicalfwithimuchlof,her, materialloriginating with\Violet'and Erieda'inithe strip®On'March/7A1967Athe' musical' premiered.off -Broadway/atTheatre 80,in|
the East Village¥featuringGary Burghoff as,Charlie Brown®

On'December;4T1969¥A'Boy Named Charlie Brownlithe first featurellength'animated film based on Peanuts was released!iThe film wasa box office success}
e—:mﬂigﬁiaﬁ]l!yeﬂﬂa&

Charlie Brown'and Snoopy,reached new heights’on'May,18L1 when they became the'names’of,the'’command respectlvely m
Apollo;10/missioniWhile not included|in the'officiallmission logoiCharlie Brown'andSnoopy,became semi ici

anloriginal'picture’of,Charlie Brown/in'a'spacesuit; this drawingwas hidden'aboardthe craft toby the astronautsionce they,were inorbit: Its'current]
location'is’on'aldisplay/at the Kennedy,Space Center!

reaching popularity, becomingwell-known'in

‘e4 Boy Named
Charlie Brown”
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Duringthe’early, 1960sYGesnerhad begunwriting'songs based onCharles Schulz
Syndicate tolusethe characters'in'his'songs?Eventually,Gesner,sent Schulz’a’demo recordingof,someof,the’songs’andGesnensoon'had permission to}

properly;record them,in 1966 0rson Bean sang,the rolelof,Charlie BrownIClark.Gesnernsang|LlinusBarbara'Minkus sangBill Hinnant

sang,Snoopy, (he reprised his'role'in the Off-Broadway production).
ma{ﬂ_ﬁq,m plans fora'musical'based(on this prezproductiongconcept albumiHoweverlproducer/ArthunWhitelawlwhowould|laterygolonito

write'another,musical'based/on'Peanuts’entitled: Snoopy!jThe'Musicalfencouraged Gesnerto turn the'albumlintolaimusical

The stageadaptation/of,the/concept/albumltitled)\Youirela GoodCharlie Brownlwent intorehearsal'inlNew)Y.ork.City/onlEebruary 10} 19672 Prior,toits}
the musical'lhad/no’actualllibretto; it was'severalyvignettes with'almusicallnumberfor;eachone!

s Peanuts'charactersibut,was unable to'get permission;from|United Feature}

Original NY Productions and US Tours
On March741967kthe musical premiered off_Broadway atTheatre 80jin the East\Villagelfeaturing/Gary Burghoff;as Charlie Brown¥Skip Hinnant as Schroeder ¥

[Reva'Rose'as LucyABob ,Balaban'as LinusiKarenJohnson'as Patty (an early Peanuts’charactennot tobe’confused withiPeppermint Patty) and|Bill'Hinnant’as

@1\

JA\Broadway production'opened at thelJohn GoldenTheatre onJune 1k1971fand closed onJune 274197185t tern 32 performancesiand;i5 previews!Directed by/

Y)oseph Hardy and with'choreography, by Ratricia Birchlthe new cast consisted/of,Carter,Coleas SchroederIGrant Cowan'as SnoopyIStephen Fenning as)
1968 \VestEnd Premicere

The'musicallopened 1968, produced by Harold Fielding’and|Bernard Delfontfand directed by,originalj1967/director]

pla ed'at the FortunejTheatre fory116 performancesluntil’closing/on 1968 ;The whole'ori inal reprised theinroles,fon,West
Y, . g )
mmmnm portrayed Snoopyreprised his'roleiinitheloriginal'San'Erancisco cast of,Snoopy!jThe Musical’
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190S US Tour and 1999 Broadway Rcvl\‘al

The tounwas’expectedtobecomela fullzscalerevivaltoopenatthe longacre;Theatrelon'Broadway A
butwas'moved to;the'AmbassadoniTheatre'after,Bring ﬂj]ﬂ]]qm Funkis'closing"After,the tour,ended on%January, u@]]
played 14 previewsland 149 new dialogue by Michael Mayeriwhcalsodirected}

and/additional’'songs’and orchestration\written Andrew Lippa;/choreography,was by Jerry,Mitchell'and sets by, David Gallo'Mayerns frequent/collaborator!
thecharacterof,Patty,was’replaced\with Sally,Brownlinspired by,the same change Schulz made inthe’animated TV, adaptationtjThe cast|
featured/Anthony,Rappas.Charlie'Brownt B.D.Ilana Levinelas'Lucyfand Stanley,Wayne Mathis’as'SchroederAlso,featured were Kristin

Chenoweth'and Roger,Bart as Sally/and SnoopyAwithleach\winning,the;Tony/award inithe respective categor.y.Wyatt was the'standby,for,lucy/and

2016 Oli-Broadwav revival

The/musicaliwas'revived at the Off-Broadway,York«Theatre,Company!:The revival'used some young'actors from'Broadway,productions?
w gang featured Joshua'Colley/as ,Charlie BrownIGregory,Diaz as.SchroederFAidan Gemmeas SnoopyAMilly,Shapirolas SallydMavis SimpsonzErnstas
Lucyfand Jeremyj Tl-\Villas'as Linus’ Graydon|PetenyYosowitz played the role’of,Charlie Brown fromJune;l=7.The productioniran from'May,;24 —June'26 ¥20716.

2023 oll-\WWestEnd revival

The Londonirevivallopened at Upstairs’at the Gatehouse on'Decemben14¥2023Produced by,Chromolumelit was directed by/Amanda Noanwithlisaac Bernier=]

Doyle/as assistantdirectoryand Harry,Stylelas musicaldirector:jiThe cast comprised JordanBroatch'as Charlie Brownklroy)Yiplas SchroederfJacob/Cornish’as
Oliver Sidneyas SnoopyAEleanor Fransch’as Lucyfand Millie Robins’as Sally:it.closed on January;14§2024

2024 Chinese Premiere

'After,closing Chromolume's productiontransferred,to,ShanghaiinfAugust#2024 opening/at the FANCL'Arts Centrelin/co=

Hangzhou GrandjTheatre¥and Singapore ULC Education Group:jThe creative team'and cast remained|largely,unchanged with JodoJAlmeidataking'overas
Charlie Brown'and Poppy/Austen’joining’as SallyAThis'marked the'show;s'debut/in/China¥
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