Matecumbe Neighbors
Newsletter of the Lower Matecumbe Key Association
Email Address: LMKAnews@gmail.com

LMKA March Meeting
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association met at 6:30 p.m. on
Monday evening March 12 at the Boy Scout SeaBase. Susan
Sprunt, Environmental Resources Program Manager for the Village
of Islamorada was the guest speaker.
Susan addressed three topics: plants suited for our environment,
canal remediation, and the restoration of Sea Oats Beach. She
prepared more detailed power point presentations on canal
remediation and the restoration of Sea Oats Beach for the
Thursday Mar 15, 2018 Village Council meeting. Those
presentations are available on our website. (Click here)
Having grown up in Islamorada, with parents who were local
environmental activists in the community, and then getting a
bachelors degree, masters degree and PhD in plant related fields,
Susan is a wealth of knowledge.
The list of native plants most suitable to our environment, reference
books Susan recommended, and links to provide more in depth
plant information are available on our website. (Click here)

Visit our website to see more detailed information about the
discussion as well as stories and photos of interest to Lower
Matecumbe property owners. (Click here for meeting notes)
Communicate with the Village Council: At our Association
meeting members were reminder of the importance of
communicating concerns they may have about our
community. Let the LMKA board know, but more important, let
the Village Council know if you have ideas or concerns. They
are making many decisions that impact our lives.
And don’t forget to thank the Council, as well, for all the work
they put in on our behalf.

March 2018
Susan Sprunt
Environmental
Resources
Program
Manager for the
Village of
Islamorada.

Great news about
the April LMKA
meeting:

Check page 3

Have you
renewed your
membership for
2018 yet?
It is time….
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12
Provide email address
to get newsletters
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Do you have concerns...contact the Islamorada Village Council
Email Village Clerk, Kelly Toth, at clerk@islamorada.fl.us and ask her to distribute your email to council.

Mayor
Jim Mooney

Councilwoman
Cheryl Meads

Councilwoman
Deb Gillis

Councilman
Mike Forster

Monroe County Registered
Voters as of 3/15/18

Islamorada Council
In the November 2018 election all seats on the Village
Council are up for grabs. All five current members are
eligible to run for reelection but to date, Mike Forster,
seat 5, is the only one of the five to file. Ken Davis,
from Venetian Shores, has filed for seat 4 now
occupied by Chris Sante. Candidates file with the
Village Clerk, Kelly Toth. Deadline: August 21.
At one time Lower Matecumbe had three members of
LMKA on the Village Council. Currently there are
three council members from Plantation Key and two
from Upper Matecumbe. For the first time since
incorporation, all five members of Council are Keys
business owners.
Islamorada Council elections are non-partisan.

Vice Mayor
Chris Sante

•
•
•
•

Democrats:17,573
Republicans: 21,500
Others:15,973
Total:55,046

Since 2/14/2018:
•
•
•
•

40 less Democrats
24 additional Republicans
10 less Independents
26 less total

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality of
life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors: Mark Riley (president), Jacquie Dozier (secretary), Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando
Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, Bill Rivenbark, Enrique Zamora, Chris Zeher
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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Social Event for LMKA on April 2!
What a great April get together we have planned for LMKA in place of the
traditional monthly meeting... We will be gathering at Robbie’s Marina to
enjoy a bit of their tropical atmosphere! Enjoy the camaraderie, socialize
with your neighbors, and learn a little more about what makes our island
unique and special.

Time: Beginning at 6:30 p.m. April 2, 2018
Place: Robbie’s, MM77.5 Bayside… at the “Front Beach” just beyond the shops and charterboat pier.
Refreshments: Desserts, soft drinks and soda provided. (Full bar available at the Hungry Tarpon Restaurant on site)
Who: LMKA members plus...bring the entire family and guests if you are entertaining over spring break.
Educational tables will be set-up…...more details to follow in our website at LMKA.ORG as plans are developed iguana info, native plant examples, etc.
If you haven’t eaten at the Hungry Tarpon at Robbie’s recently, you might want to try their great new menu before or
after our social event!
“Gourmet joint under a bridge” is how the place has been described by the Miami Herald. It used to be a fish shack….
now the Hungry Tarpon is an amazing outdoor restaurant. Check their menu (click here)

Our Website: www.LMKA.org
LMKA is trying to keep the website up to date, relevant, and full of interesting information. Click on See What’s New! to
go to the list of additions to the website. Check periodically so you don’t miss a thing. We will try to post meeting notices
and programs, events and news, and stories of interest.
Photos… do you have photos to share? We’d like to have a complete series of photos with captions documenting
Hurricane Irma.
Photos revealing the beauty or uniqueness of the island are also appreciated.
Stories… do you have a story to share? We’d love to hear how Hurricane Irma impacted you, why you love living on
Lower Matecumbe, why you moved here, how the island has changed since you first saw it.
New sections… do you have any ideas about what you’d like to see in the website:
We’ve had two suggests….
•

History of our area with old photographs and stories

•

Artists of Lower Matecumbe with illustrations of their work.

What would you like to see added to the website?
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Fire/EMS Community Event April 7
Glenn Taylor announced at the March LMKA meeting that the Village Fire/EMS usually has a fundraiser every spring. This year they are having a special event for the community instead of the
annual fundraiser. They will be having the event, free food as long as it lasts – 12 noon to 6 pm at
Founders Park, April 7. He handed out bracelets that will identify residents.

The Islamorada Fire Department offers first aid, CPR and AED training to the community free of charge. A
free class is scheduled from 12:30 to 5:15 p.m. Wednesday, April 4, at Bernard Russell Fire Station 20, mile
marker 81.9, bayside. The class is offered to people living or working in Islamorada. Participants must be at
least 13 years old and should wear comfortable clothing to practice the techniques that will be learned during
the class. Class size is limited so call to secure a seat. To sign up for this class or to find out about future
classes, contact Debbie Naiser at fire.department@islamorada. fl.us or 305-664-6490.

Funding for the Keys
From the Free Press:

In the session just ended, the Florida Legislature set aside nearly $31 million for Florida Keys
environmental and worker housing projects and for a new Monroe County Emergency Operations
Center. The Legislature also approved a bill that will allow the County Land Authority money to be
used for both purchase of land and construction of workforce and affordable housing.

The county and Keys cities have made the construction of worker housing a top priority. The county
requested $20 million from the Legislature this session and received roughly $15 million, which the
county will put toward subsidizing housing projects in the Keys. The Keys received $10 million of a
possible $25 million from the Florida Key Stewardship Act, which was established two years ago
and is an annual funding program. Of the $10 million, $5 million will go to water quality projects and
$5 million is for the Florida Forever land conservation program in the Keys.
The county was able to secure $5.9 million for construction of a new Emergency Operations
Center. The county’s current center in Marathon is not rated to withstand a Category 3 storm or
greater.
State Rep. Holly Raschein, R-Key Largo, called the securing of the roughly $31 million in funding
this session “amazing,” given how tight the state’s budget was and the funding of the safe schools
program, which includes school safety and some gun control measures. tohara@keysnews.com
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Hurricane IRMA Aftermath
The latest statistics we could find:
As of mid Jan 2018, more than 2.3 million cubic yards of Irma debris, both
vegetative and construction/demolition, and more than 19,000 destroyed large
appliances had been removed from along roads throughout the Florida Keys
since Category 4 Hurricane Irma struck on Sep 10, 2017. From MM16 – MM40,
the hardest hit areas, the deadline for putting out debris had not yet been
reached as of this January report. By contrast, in the much larger Miami-Dade
County, nearly 4 million cubic yards of debris had been collected when collection
was completed. A majority of theirs: vegetation being mulched.
Hurricane Irma destroyed or severely damaged about 4,156 homes in the Keys
and caused minor or substantial damage to many others. Thousands of people
are currently seeking building permits and conducting work on their homes in
the wake of the strongest hurricane to hit the Keys since 1960.

The Fill
ISLAMORADA — Monroe County Sheriff Rick Ramsay has asked state transportation officials to lower the speed limit on a stretch of
U.S.1 where four people died in an accident on March 5. He would like to make that area a no-passing zone as well. Ramsay called
Florida Department of Transportation District 6 Secretary Jim Wolfe the day after the accident and followed up the conversation with
an email spelling out his request. Ramsay requested that FDOT lower the speed limit in the area from mile marker 78 to mile marker
80 from 55 mph to 45 mph and make the area a no-passing zone.
The area includes the Indian Key and Tea Table Key fills between Upper and Lower Matecumbe Keys, where visitors park by the side of
the road to fish and picnic. They launch boats and kayaks, and it is not uncommon for people to walk across U.S. 1, Ramsay said.
Traffic is constantly stopping in that area due to motorists leaving.

Council approves canal debris agreement
On Mar 15 the Village Council approved an agreement with the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) that calls for the state
agency to hire a contractor and front the village with $2 million to help
cover the cost of removing hurricane-related debris from local canals and
nearshore waters.
The village has to pay DEP back the full amount in two years, giving
village staff time to seek reimbursement from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).
“Due to the impact of Hurricane Irma, the village has expended all of its
resources and revenues in preparing, mitigating and cleaning up storm
damage and debris,” according to a staff report. “Consequently, the
village presently lacks additional funds or resources to clean debris from
its waterways.”
Before canal clean-up is even begun, the Village spent $6.4 million on
Irma related expenses, mostly debris removal, and expects $5.6 million to
be reimbursed by FEMA or the state. $800 will come from the Village
reserves.

March 2018

President’s Corner:
As we all work diligently to get back to some semblance of
order, the Lower Matecumbe Key Association is geared up
and ready to help—to assist the island with old projects and
new, to get back to regular educational programs at
meetings, and to provide an avenue for all residents to get to
know their neighbors.

Membership Application/Renewal
First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: _______________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_________________________________________

We are excited about planning a social event for our April
meeting. A big thank you to Michael Reckwerdt and his
family for allowing us to meet at Robbie’s Marina… one of the
special landmarks on our island. And for this occasion, since
it falls April 2, the day after Easter, we invite you to bring
along your family and any guests you may be entertaining
over spring break.

Local Address: ____________________________

In keeping with our educational efforts, for those interested,
we will be setting up a couple tables for “mini” educational
opportunities…. inviting experts to provide materials or casual
discussions about iguana control, plants suited to our
environment, etc. Ideas? Let us know.

Provide your email please! Get your
newsletter faster and save LMKA
printing/postage costs! We only use the
email address to send newsletters,
information and reminders about Lower
Matecumbe.

Please take the time to send in your 2018
dues. Your involvement makes a
difference.
Mark Riley, President

Email: lmkanews@gmail.com
Website: Www.lmka.org

Phone (local): _____________________________
Other phone: ______________________________

Email: ___________________________________

Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

