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If you would prefer to receive this online, send Julia an email and she will email it to you each week.

Find out how you can join others to help keep this newsletter going and growing by donating- 


Contact Julia at (951) 551-1729 or email: JuliaAnza@AOL.com

Pierce Ferry Road-Part Two 
	 This is all about history, but how far back do we want to go? Before there was a town called Dolan 
Springs, there was a road that ran from HWY 93 to Pearce Ferry, on the Colorado River. But before HWY 
93, and before Pearce Ferry, the miners and ranchers used the pass past the Dolan Springs to get to the 
nameless crossing we now know as Pearce Ferry. Before them were the Spanish, who mined for gold all 
over this corner of the world. They left traces of their presence in diggings that were old when the miners 
of the 1860’s came into the area. And of course there were the Hualapai Indians, who used the area 
during the summer months, collecting food from the oaks in the canyons, and the fruit of the prickly pear, 
and the root of the agave plants. 

	 But we are concerned with the history of Pearce Ferry Road. When I was deciding what topic to 
focus on, I asked fellow history buff Cheryl G. what she suggested. She recommended doing this history 
of Pearce Ferry Road. That sounded easy enough, but as I began to research the history of the area I 
realized that the subject was far too huge to fit into one edition of the paper. So this will be separated into 
two parts, finishing up on the last week of September. But I’ll give you a spoiler….the road does indeed 
eventually get paved! 	 


	 I have included the historical information from Part One, for anyone who may have missed the July 
5th Friday edition. 

So, at first there was nothing here except 
some corrals, an old ranch building, and the 
water flowing from the mountain, called 
Dolan Springs. I’ve found no solid 
information about who Dolan was. Someone 
said he might even have been a Mr Doolan. 
The map to the right seems to spell it Dolans 
Spring. It was just a place to pass between 
the end of the Cerbat Range and the 
beginning of the White Hills. In the 1880’s 
the land belonged to the Bonelli family, and 
there are old wagon roads that wind all 
through the area, connecting springs, ranch 
homes, corrals, and the river.

There are 5 months in the 2022 that have 5 Fridays, and I am planning to use these 
odd weeks to print historical information that I can’t fit into regular months. I hope 

you enjoy!

mailto:juliaanza@AOL.com
mailto:juliaanza@AOL.com
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Harrison Pearce was a Mormon who 
was involved in the Mountain 
Meadow Murders of a wagon train of 
settlers….way too big a story to get 
into now. As a punishment for the 
part he played, and because there 
was a need for it, in 1876 he was 
sent to run a ferry where the the 
Mormon Church was trying to get as 
many Mormons as possible settled 
into the Phoenix area, and were 
pretty successful for a while. But 
they had a rule, that you could only 
be married in a Temple, and the only 
Temple was in Utah. So Pearce Ferry 
Rd went from an old trail to a real 
road at that point. Harrison Pearce 
was there until 1883, when he sold 
the ferry to Thomas Steen, who ran it 
off and on until the Hoover Dam was 
built, and it was easier to cross the 
river there. Pearce(In time the 

In 1911, as Congress was 
deciding on the 
boundaries of the 
proposed future State of 
Arizona, which was to be 
separated from the 
Territory of New Mexico, 
Sharlot Hall made a trip 
up into the Arizona Strip 
to raise awareness of its 
value. She went up via 
Lee’s Ferry, and returned 
through Pearce Ferry, 
passing and stopping at 
the Dolan Springs. Does 
she look like someone 
you know?

	 In 1919 someone installed a 
concrete water trough near the 
springs. It is assumed that it was the 
Neals, who began as local ranchers, 
and became wealthy and influential in 
Kingman. Their ranch is off of 
Stockton Hill Road, just on the other 
side of the range from Dolan Springs.

spelling was changed to Pierce) Ferry Road made a convenient place to reach the easternmost parts of 
Lake Mead as it filled up.  At that point a man only known as Pop Emery (because that’s how his sons 
Murl and Horace referred to him) opened a kind of concession stand there, on a dock in the lake. He 
sold snacks, worms, and camping gear. He lasted until ’40 or ’41. There were big plans for the bay area 
there where the road reached the river, or lake, but as the waters rushed into the lake all the silt dropped 
into the river bottom, and the bay silted up so fast that all plans were abandoned. So Pierce Ferry Road 
lost its value to any of the people interested in big money plans.
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When the Hoover Dam began to create Lake Mead real estate investors quickly realized the potential 
for development. Many different subdivisions sprung up. In 1958 Tom White was sent here to help the 
Lake Mohave Ranchos get on their feet. In those days Pierce Ferry was just a rutted old road that the 
County graded every once in a while. In 1960 the Meadview subdivision began, adding traffic to the 
road. In 1965 construction began on South Cove Boat Ramp, which created even more traffic. In 1976 
the first issues of the Joshua Journal were published, and Ed DeLong did a fantastic job of creating a 
record of the trials and tribulations of getting Pearce Ferry paved. I will be letting him do the talking 
from here on out. 
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The men who 
work the road 

graders are 
truly unsung 
heroes. If we 
think about 

them at all its to 
grumble that 

they left a rock 
or a 

bump…..but 
consider what 
life would be 
like without 

them!  

But it is 
amazing that 

my road seems 
to always get 
graded just 

before the rain! 
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The battle to get Peiece Ferry Rd raged from 1977 through 1979. In the ’80’s there is no more 
mention of the Pot Hole Epidemic. Mr DeLong had many other irons in the fire to report on.  

If ole Ed were around today he’d be taking up the battle of the HWY 93 and Pierce Ferry 
intersection, where so many lives are devastated or lost every month. Perhaps one day we will 
lose one of our own, as we very nearly have at least once. Then we may all get together and go 
march on City Hall, and demand a ‘flyover’ lane, or whatever it is going to take to put an end to 

that carnage.  

There are many more articles that I didn’t have the room for. I have posted them all on my 
Western Skies blog page. The title is Pierce Ferry Road History.  

https://westernskiesnewsandinformation.blogspot.com/2022/03/blog-post.html 

There you can also fine all the previous editions of the Newsletter. If you would like a paper copy 
of Part One of the Pierce Ferry Road History, email, call or text, and I will get one to you. 

https://westernskiesnewsandinformation.blogspot.com/2022/03/blog-post.html
https://westernskiesnewsandinformation.blogspot.com/2022/03/blog-post.html
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Lunch Bunch
11-1

October Dates and Menu
12th  Corn chowder, chefs 
choice on another soup, 
green salad, roll & yummy 
dessert. 
26th  Beef barley soup, 
chefs choice on another 
soup, french onion grilled 
cheese sandwich & yummy 
dessert

It’s free, and it’s a great 
way to get out and have a 
chat. On the 26th you can 
come early and join the 
crafty people in Laura’s 
group. 

   ATTENTION ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CLIENTS 

October through December FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS DATES ARE: 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 7, 2022 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 21, 2022 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 4, 2022 

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 19, 2022 

 FRIDAY DECEMBER 2, 2022 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 16, 2022 

Please note   Winter Hours        9 AM TO Noon 

For more information 928-715-3434 

St. Vincent Thrift Store Winter Hours  9 am to 1 pm

Dolan Springs Community 
Council (DSCC)  

Friday 4:30 – 5:30 pm Dine-In or 
4 pm Takeout Dinner 
Call/text Elaine G 
@928-530-1498  

by Friday 9:00 to RSVP  
In-House/Takeout  

15195 N. Pierce Ferry Road, 
Dolan Springs, AZ 

9/30 Charlotte and Walt’s 
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, 
Gravy and Salad.  Desert: 

Cake
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Scan this QR Code to see My Web 
Page

We Take Phone Orders


(702)983-7833                
Now Closed Mondays

Nina’s Bakery -
15892 N. Pierce Ferry Rd.

Open 8am to 8pm    Seven Days 

COMING SOON!  

Across Pierce Ferry Rd from the Mt 
Tipton Well

Happy October Birthdays!

2-Connie	
	6-	Sylvia	
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Canyon Cafe Daily Specials            
(928) 767-3838  

Sunday-Chicken Fried Steak 
$10.99   


Monday-Meatloaf    

$10.99  


Tuesday-Tacos

$2.00 


Wednesday-Chicken Fettuccini

$11.00


Thursday-Pork Chops      
$10:95


Friday-All you can eat Fish     
$10.99  


Saturday-Chicken Parmesan                  
$11.00      

Cross tire shop
15182 Pierce Ferry 

Rd

Monday to Friday
8:00 to 5:00

Sat 8:00 to 3:00
Sunday “CLOSED”

: Flat tire repair
: Used tires
: New tires by order
: Oil change service
: Brakes
: A/C recharge
: Minor repairs
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DOLAN SPRINGS 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL                  
MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Saturday, Oct 1st  at 10:00 am.         
Refreshments provided   

Public welcome! 

Hot Diggity’s Specials


Large Chicken Salad           
$8.99


Beef, Chicken, or Veggie Wrap 
$8.99


Large Veggie Pasta Salad 
$6.99

New 
Menu 
Items 

coming 
soon!


Hours are 
7am till 
7pm, 7 

days a week. 
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