25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Year B) 19 September 2021

First reading Wisdom 2:12,17-20

The godless say to themselves:

‘Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he annoys
us

and opposes our way of life,

reproaches us for our breaches of the law

and accuses us of playing false to our upbringing.

‘Let us see if what he says is true,

let us observe what kind of end he himself will have.
If the virtuous man is God’s son, God will take his part
and rescue him from the clutches of his enemies.

Let us test him with cruelty and with torture,

and thus explore this gentleness of his

and put his endurance to the proof.

Let us condemn him to a shameful death

since he will be looked after — we have his word for it.’
The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
The Lord upholds my life.

O God, save me by your name;
by your power, uphold my cause.
O God, hear my prayer;

listen to the words of my mouth.

The Lord upholds my life.

For proud men have risen against me,
ruthless men seek my life.
They have no regard for God.

The Lord upholds my life.

But I have God for my help.

The Lord upholds my life.

I will sacrifice to you with willing heart
and praise your name for it is good.

The Lord upholds my life.

Psalm 53(54):3-6,8

James 3:16-4:3

Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find
disharmony, and wicked things of every kind being
done; whereas the wisdom that comes down from above
is essentially something pure; it also makes for peace,
and is kindly and considerate; it is full of compassion
and shows itself by doing good; nor is there any trace of
partiality or hypocrisy in it. Peacemakers, when they
work for peace, sow the seeds which will bear fruit in
holiness.

Where do these wars and battles between yourselves
first start? Isn’t it precisely in the desires fighting inside
your own selves? You want something and you haven’t
got it; so you are prepared to kill. You have an ambition
that you cannot satisfy; so you fight to get your way by
force. Why you don’t have what you want is because

Second reading

you don’t pray for it; when you do pray and don’t get
it, it is because you have not prayed properly, you
have prayed for something to indulge your own
desires.

The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluia!

God has called us with the gospel

to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Alleluia!

Mark 9:30-37

Jesus and his disciples made their way through
Galilee; and he did not want anyone to know,
because he was instructing his disciples; he was
telling them, ‘The Son of Man will be delivered into
the hands of men; they will put him to death; and
three days after he has been put to death he will rise
again.” But they did not understand what he said and
were afraid to ask him.

They came to Capernaum, and when he was in the
house he asked them, ‘What were you arguing about
on the road?’ They said nothing because they had
been arguing which of them was the greatest. So he
sat down, called the Twelve to him and said, ‘If
anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last
of all and servant of all.” He then took a little child,
set him in front of them, put his arms round him, and
said to them, ‘Anyone who welcomes one of these
little children in my name, welcomes me; and
anyone who welcomes me welcomes not me but the
one who sent me.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Year B) 19 September 2021

No public Masses
until
further notice

10:30am Sunday Mass
and 9:10 weekday

For the live stream links

please visit:

www.sacredheartpreston.com.au
Parish Mass Schedule

Weekend Masses:

Saturday: 6:00pm

Sunday: 9:00am (/talian),

10:30 am, 6:00 pm

Weekday Masses:

Monday to Friday: 9.10am

Masses are livestreamed.

Do vou want to be the Greatest?

Do you want to be great? Do you want to do great things? Surely, we all want to be great and
want to do great things too. There is nothing wrong with that. After all, we call God, who created
us in his image, a great God, don’t we? So, we are destined to be great. Probably greatness is in
our DNA. Wow...isn’t that amazing to know that we are born to be great? But wait a minute:
what do we mean by “being great?”

Throughout our history there have been many different understandings of “greatness” or “being
great.” There are some classical examples worth mentioning. Adam and Eve, for instance,
thought that being great means becoming like God with a possibility of becoming more powerful
than the God who created them (Gen.3:1-24). This led them to give in to temptation, of eating the
forbidden fruit. Surely, they were wrong and were forced to leave Eden as a result of their
arrogance. Others understand being great means ability to show the might of human mind and
technology. The construction of the Tower of Babel is an example of this (Gen 11:1-9). But God
confused their language which led to the destruction of the tower of foolishness. Many people
think that being great means having power, wealth and fame. King Herod, who called himself
Herod the great, during whose sovereignty Jesus was born, is an example of this. He was known
for building many fortresses, palaces and monuments, of which all were attributed to his
greatness. But he was harsh to people. He even killed three of his own children. When Jesus was
born, he wanted to get Him killed too. For him, Jesus was a threat to his greatness. For King
Herod, greatness means having individual plans, pleasures and purposes above the lives of others
and often at the cost of others. He was great because he was able to bring everything centered on
him. Nowadays greatness is often associated with wealth, power and fame. One is great when one
is rich, powerful and famous. If you are in the list of billionaires, you’ll appear in Forbes
Magazine. And often for accumulating wealth, clinging on to power and fame, one sacrifices
others including one’s own dignity.

Do you think Jesus was impressed with such understanding of greatness or being great? Of
course not! He definitely dismissed them as false. We recall His temptations in the desert.
Greatness rooted in wealth, power and fame was offered to Him. But He refused to accept it. For
Jesus, it was a false greatness.

He taught his disciples the new meaning of being great. He said, ‘if you want to be the first —
that is the greatest, you must be the servant of all.’ Jesus knew very well the right moment to
pass His teaching on the true meaning of greatness to His disciples. He was aware of the “power
struggle” among His disciples for the top position in the core group. Surprisingly, He didn’t scold
them. He probably understood this natural desire to be great. But He corrected their
understanding of being great. According to Jesus, true greatness does not depend on being served
by others but in serving others. It is in the service of others that one discovers one’s greatness.
Further explaining the new vision of being great, Jesus took a little child and brought the child
into the midst of His disciples. The children, in Jesus’ time, were considered lowly, marginalized,
overlooked, vulnerable, and deserved less attention. Jesus warned His disciples that unless they
were willing to receive and care for a child, that is lowly and vulnerable, they were not great.
Thus, being great lies not in having wealth, power or fame, but in the service of others. Our
service to the marginalized, vulnerable, voiceless and those suffering social injustice, makes us
even greater. Jesus did not simply teach us the new understanding of greatness but also gave us
His life examples. He was always at the service of others. He preached the Good News to the
crowd, cured the sick, mute, and dumb, gave sight to the blind, healed the lepers, consoled the
afflicted, and even raised the dead. The purpose of His service to others was to bring joy and life
to others. He said, ‘I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly’ (John 10:10). Jesus
was truly a man of His words for He himself said, ‘The Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many’ (Matt.20:28). He sacrificed His own life
for others.

We all want to be great and do great things in our lives. As followers of Jesus Christ, let us
earnestly seek for greatness that is rooted not in wealth, power and fame, but in the service of
others especially the least of the brothers and sisters of Jesus. Fr Aloysius




Sacred Heart Parish Prayer
Loving God, we honour the heart of Jesus, your
beloved Son. We remember how he opened his heart
in love to all people. Open our own heart to receive
the gifts that continue to flow so richly from the
heart of Christ, who lives with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

Child Safety Committee.

It is a fundamental human right of all children not only to ‘feel’ safe but to
be safe at all times and in all circumstances. All adult members of
communities and organizations have a responsibility to protect this right.
It is the ongoing commitment of the Child Safety Committee in
conjunction with the leadership of Sacred Heart Parish to ensure that the
extent of responsibility for taking action to prevent any form of harm to
children is understood and accepted by every member of the
community, visitor, volunteer or employee.

The members of the Committee are:

Feast Days of the week:

Monday 20th September Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon,
Paul Chong Ha-sang and
Companions

Tuesday 21st September St Matthew, apostle

Wednesday 22nd September (St Maurice and
Companions)

Thursday 23rd September St Pius of Pietrelcina, priest
(Padre Pio)

Friday 24th September (Our Lady of Mercy)

Child Safety Officers: Robert Dullard: 0433 401 958
Kay Dufty: 0431 376 212
Mary Harb: 0422 891 324,
Teresa Dang : 0434 583 911,

Pauline O’Day: 0497 935 593

Committee: Members:
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Working With Children Checks:

It is a requirement of the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne that
all clergy, employees and volunteers over the age of 18 are
required to maintain a current Working With Children Check
throughout their involvement in parishes,

Agencies and entities. This is to ensure that we all stand united in

creating safe environments for children and young people. The
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Father’s Day Appeal
Due to the continuing COVID-19 restrictions and public Masses not
being able to be said at Parishes, donations to the Father’'s Day
appeal can be made through the Priests Retirement Foundation
website via debit, credit card or Paypal where the donor’s details are
loaded and receipts can be issued.
The site is www.cam.org.au/foundation.
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That's just great James ...
thanks to your bickering we get
to go around welcoming childrenl

Whoever
wants to be first
must be last of all
and servant of all.
Whoever welcomes
one such child in my
name welcomes
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If members of the human family find it necessary to migrate
Becalis@ o the environmental emergency then we are called

to think about all the animals, insects, reptiles, fish, and birds
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For our life to be great, we need love and
heroism. If we look to the crucified Jesus, we
find both boundless love and the courage to
give one’s life to the utmost, without half-
measures.
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My Jesus,

oIb@ligvBdhat you are present in the most Blessed
Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to
bR You into my soul. Since I cannot at this
RoR&Yreckive You sacramentally, come at least
spiKRALSintd Wy heart. I embrace You as if You were
\already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never
S¥rinit me to be separated from You. Amen.

say this prayer in lieu of receiving Communion
f( }; T p“yK S & )

St Francis of Assisi please
intercede for all creatures

hat share our common_
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2 T9hline Mass Service

10y3Ram Sunday Mass and 9:10am weekday
PareetNWeéaft parish Masses are livestreamed.
For the live stream links please visit:
www.sacredheartpreston.com.au

Daily Mass from St. Patrick's Cathedral can be
attended live online every day at
https//:melbournecatholic.org/connect/mass-
online

Live tebepndMassofStromPat
Cat hedr al cam be Vviewedqd
Channel 44 (31) at 11lar
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http://www.cam.org.au/foundation
http://www.acmro.catholic.org.au/
https://melbournecatholic.org/connect/mass-online
https://melbournecatholic.org/connect/mass-online
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/applicants/how-to-apply
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/applicants/how-to-apply
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