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THE PROBLEM
• Decline has three basic root causes: egotism, group and common sense
bias.
• Both egotism and group bias have their own inbuilt forms of reversal,
but common sense bias does not.
• The result is that over long periods of time myriad decisions taken by
intelligent peope of common sense without considering philosophical,
theological, or even long term consequences create an institutional
structure and a way of thinking that accepts as normal the conflicts and
inconsistencies and incompatibilities of institutional life.
• We end up living in a grand Tower of Babel, a rather confused and
conflicted structure that increasingly seems to lack coherent order.
• Institutions become irrelevant for the simple reason that they can no
longer cope with major life-threatening internal or external problems.
• Civilization collapses, a dark age ensues, and the whole process starts
over again; such is the fruit of long term decline.
• Lonergan’s notion of “cosmopolis” sets forth the essential conditions
required to reverse conditions created by common sense expediency.
• How do we educate for free individuals capable of creating and
maintaining a functional cosmopolis?

TRANSCENDENTAL METHOD
• A normative pattern of recurrent and related operations yielding cumulative and
progressive results.
• The basic pattern of operations are clustered in four levels: deciding, judging,
understanding, and experiencing.
• They represent levels of consciousness and intentionality, each involving a fuller
self and a different way of intending where the higher subsumes the lower.
• Entering the realm of interiority is a matter of heightening one’s consciousness by
objectifying it.
• Objectifying is something only individuals can do.
• Transcendental injunctions: be attentive, be intelligent, be reasonable, be
responsible.
• Critical function: a sound cognitional theory lays the grounds for a sound
epistemology and metaphysics, thus reducing conflict among alternative
philosophies.
• Dialectical function enabling a distinction between positions and
counter-positions.
• Heuristic: guides to turning some unknown into a known.
• Supplies the basic anthropological component to the study of man and God.
— Lonergan, Method in Theology (1971), pp. 4-25

“Man’s response to transcendent mystery is adoration.”
—Lonergan, Method, p. 344

• There are two distinct sub-sets of the human species: male and
female.
- Each sub-set contains all the properties of the species.
- Each sub-set has its own path of development and growth, as a
sub-stream within the broad development of a human being.
- Each sub-set acts upon its opposite gender.
• Intertwined with all these are four distinct patterns of common sense
experience: biological, aesthetic, intellectual, and dramatic.
- These patterns of experience are given different form depending
on the level of intelligibility being reached.
• Any given concrete reality of a life cycle emerges from and is given
meaning by the structure and sequences of the underlying
schematic of human good/evil.
• Specific enhancements of a person’s life cycle involve actualizing a
person’s potential at each level of their existence.
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• Each realm of meaning is distinct, with its own type of questions and
appropriate methods for finding answers.
• Before any distinctive realm of meaning, there exist primitive terms
emerging from a basic need to communicate.
• Common sense realms of meaning specialize in particular
time-and-space-specific situations where proverbs, fables,
sayings and adages offer pointers for practical action.
• Differentiated common sense accompanies functional specialization,
where each profession, role, or way of life has its own
appropriate body of common sense knowledge.
• While common sense relates the world to human interests and
concerns, the realm of theory is preoccupied with questions of
how things relate to each other—necessitating scientific
methods.
• The realm of interiority grounds a transcendental method that involves
not only heightening our awareness of our own intentionality
but mastering a formal empirically testable theory of the
cognitive operations of experiencing, understanding, judging
and deciding.
• The transcendent realm deals with questions involving a Divine
Mystery and ultimate meaning.
“[Civilizations that fail] are confronted with such radical jolts in
circumstances that their institutions cannot adapt adequately,
become irrelevant, and are dropped.”
—Jane Jacobs, Dark Age Ahead (2004), p. 20
MUTUAL SELF-MEDIATION
• Consciousness: an inner displacement; being in the presence of
oneself, others, god.
• Intentional; transitional developments; specialization or
differentiation.
• Human communities as intentional; common sense, common
meaning, common commitment; mediated by its history.
• Self-discovery and self-commitment; repentance and fresh beginnings;
a piece of unfinished business.
— Lonergan, “The Mediation of Christ in Prayer”,
Method (Journal of Lonergan Studies, Vol. 2,
No. 1, March 1984) pp. 1-20
COSMOPOLIS
• Exists to prevent practicality from being shortsightedly practical and
so destroying itself.
• Is concerned to make operative the timely and fruitful ideas that
otherwise are inoperative.
• Is supremely practical by ignoring what is thought to be really
practical.
• Is determined to prevent dominant groups from deluding mankind by
the rationalization of their sins, preventing the formation of the
screening memories by which an ascent to power hides its
nastiness.
• Must itself be purged of the rationalizations and myths that became
part of the human heritage before it came on the scene.
— Insight (1992), pp. 263-267
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TRANSCENDENTAL CANONS
First Canon: The Primary Distinction
In any epistemology, metaphysics, and/or
philosophy, there exists an initial distinction of
value that establishes the essential form of all
that is to follow; in Lonergan’s transcendental
method, that primary distinction is known as an
“Insight.”

“To appropriate one’s socal, cultural, religious
heritage is largely a matter of belief. There is
. . . much that one finds out for oneself, that
one knows simply in virtue of one’s own inner
and outer experience, one’s own insights,
one’s own judgments of fact and value. But
such immanently generated knowledge is but
a small fraction of what any civilized man
considers himself to know. His immediate
experience is filled out by an enormous
context constituted by reports of the
experience of other men at other places and
times.”
—Lonergan, Method, p. 41
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• The notion of emergent probability as world process is explanatory—it
provides an invariant structure to the universe of our experience.
• The world process of emergent probability stands in contrast with
Aristotelian, Galilean, Darwinian, and Indeterminism world views.
• Unlike the Darwinian world view, what “evolves” are not species but
schemes of recurrence.
• Earlier schemes fulfill the conditions for the possibility of the emergence of
later schemes.
• What is probable will eventually occur, and when this happens the
probability of emergence is replaced by the probability of survival.
• As long as such a scheme survives, it sets the stage for the emergence of
still other schemes.
• The survial of higher level schemes is conditioned by the existence of
lower levels ones.
• Each level has its own intellegibility and hence contains its own things.
• Thus, world process is open, increasingly systematic, allows for enormous
differentiation, can lead to break-downs and blind alleys, and involves a
succession of world situations.
— Lonergan, Insight (1992), pp. 144-161

• These levels are:
- The womb, with the primary end being the creation of a creature
fully capable of living without a mother’s support system.
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- The second corresponds with the structural level of particular goods,
where the individual learns the necessary actions and
operations to meet particular needs through cooperation.
- The third corresponds with the second structural level, where the
individual achieves personal status and acquires resources by
taking on specific institutional roles and tasks.
- The fourth level of personal growth corresponds with the culture
level of reflective understanding and one choice of terminal
value.
- The fifth represents a period of reflection and consolidation, when
one’s life is purified and comes to embody that person’s
incarnate meaning.
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“Intellectual mastery . . . is the fruit of a slow and steady accumulation
of little insights. Great problems are solved by being broken down
into little problems. The strokes of genius are but the outcome of a
continuous habit of inquiry that gasps clearly and distinctly all that is
involved in the simple things that anyone can understand.”
— Lonergan, S.J., Insight (1992), p. 27

LIFE CYCLE (AUGMENTED)
• Each individual starts as pure potential when the first cell division
within the womb takes place.
• Each individual ends their life span as the incarnate meaning of their
life is set at the moment of their last breath.
• Between these two points, five distinct levels of intelligibility and
associated forms of development exist .
• Each level is preceded by a period of anomalies and paradoxes that
generate the need for a higher viewpoint; this is a form of
vertical expansion.
• Each level starts with a new set of basic questions that, as answered,
constitute a form of homogeneous expansion within that
emergent horizon.
• Not all levels are achieved, and even if achieved, not perfectly.
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THE SCHEMATIC
• This schematic represents an invariant augmented structure of the human
good/evil, with an eye to implementing Lonergan’s notion of cosmopolis
through an enhanced understanding of educational constraints and
opportunities.
• There are four distinct levels that need to be incorporated in this
schematic: the underlying world view, a transcendental method, the
structure of human good/evil, and individual life cycles.
• The world view is that of emergent probability, where world process is
understood as a series of ever high orders of intelligibility such that upper
levels sublate lower ones, and lower levels condition the emergence and
survival of higher ones.
• A transcendental method provides the cognitive, epistemological,
metaphysical, ethical, and transcendental tool-kit not only to understand
the emergent universe but to enhance the probability of correct
judgements of fact and value in the two subsequent levels.
• The structure of the human good/evil sets out basic categories and
sequences involved in progress and decline; these are organized into
three “emergent” levels, starting with particular good, moving on to the
good of order, and ending with terminal value.
• While the structure lays out the specific types of educational activities
appropriate to each level, it is at the fourth and fifth levels of a person’s life
cycle that implications of the broad structure are adapted to the particular
development of the individual whose horizon and interests become the
starting point for future growth.

LIFE CYCLE (CORE)
• There are two primary good and natural forms of development: spiritual and
animal: animal = the subject as organism, psyche, and intelligence, i.e., a
body; spiritual = the soul, i.e., a thing that encapsulates the intelligibility
inherent in that part of us that responds to the Divine Mystery.
• The development of the animal side starts before that of the spiritual, but at
some point, the development of the spiritual brings about a shift in the
center of the individual.
• In adolescence there are both an affective as well as an intellectual crisis.
• Development can take place from the top down, i.e., with God as the organizing
principle of the good of order and of particular goods, or from the bottom
up, starting with particular goods.
• Real apprehension is symbolic, global, synthetic, and aesthetic.
• One flowers through human cooperation, concrete enterprises, and in civic
virtue.
• Realization that the good is a history derived from an ethics of achievement.
• Pays attention not to what people say, but to what they do.
— Lonergan, Topics in Education (1993), 443 96-103

LEVEL IDENTIFIERS
Fourth Canon: Judgment
Let there exist a specific cagnitional operation
common to all realms of meaning, such that
confirmation of reality depends on an act of virtually
unconditioned reflective judgment.

Second Canon: Multiple Realms of Meaning
There are multiple realms of meaning such that
each realm manifests its own class of sought-for
insights, its own method of organizing and
using such insights, and its own strategy for
achieving valid results.

Fifth Canon: Proof Structure of Self-affirmation
The proof structure involving transcendental method
is a compond act of reflective judgment that rests on
a self-reflexive, isomorphic mapping of a structure of
cognitive operations that unites descriptive studies
of insights in action in diverse realms of meaning
with a metalanguage developed through the
inquirer’s search for meaning in the text.

Third Canon: Common Roots
All possible specialized realms of meaning are
derived from a single common source; let that
common sounce be known as the four sublated
levels of cognitive operations ranging from
experiencing to deciding.

Sixth Canon: Progression
There is a natural progression to the kinds of
questions that can be raised following that single
act of self-affirmation of one’s own rationality; this
progression follows the inbuilt desire of an
unrestricted mind to continue to ask questions.

Seventh Canon: The Topmost Level of Finality
Let the highest realm of human existence rest within the
possibility of a realm of transcendental knowledge—a
specialized realm of experiencing, understanding,
judging, deciding, and loving that is driven by questions
of ultimate value and meaning; let Lonergan’s functional
specialization meet the methodological needs for
affirming what is real and necessary.
Eighth Canon: The Subject
Let the actualization of a free subject engaged in mutual
self-mediation with other free creative agents to decide
what is of utmost importance (terminal value) in human
existence lie as the ultimate core of all human
endeavors.
“[But] man is the spiritual counterpart of materia
prima; his intellect is, at birth, like a tabula rasa; since,
then, evil is multiform and the good unique, man for
the most part does what is wrong.”
— Lonergan, Grace and Freedom, p. 351

• Invariant with the structure of cognitional
activity: experiencing, understanding, and
judging as three fundamental levels of
consciousness involving knowing.
• Invarient with regard to societies: sensate,
where attention concentrates on particular
goods where the point is not whether a
system is good but whether it provides a
steady stream of goods; idealistic, where the
good of order is the greatest good; and
ideational, where the emphasis is on the value
being expressed.
• Invarient with regard to individuals, where the
aesthetic individual is concerned with
particular goods, the ethical individual with
order, and the religious individual with the
relationship between men and God.
— Lonergan, Topics in Education
(1993), pp. 41-43

NEGATION OF VALUE

• A succession of creative personalities:
— detached, often withdrawn from the world, but then return with a
mission,
— grasps possibilities and dares.
— Topics (1993), pp. 51-52

• Ugliness.
— order exists but:
–is too complex, too intricate, for people to understand
–lies beyond any human scale
— order
does not exist to be transparent: ruled by concrete technological
possibilities and economic determinism
— vast illusions, e.g. automatic progress
• Superficiality and frivolity:
— alienation, the loss of order within a person, the negation of ethical value
— calling forth those with a will to power, social engineers, and hidden persuaders
— the human sciences do not wish to be moral sciences, cannot deal with errors made
centuries ago, and have fragmented into a multitude of unintegrated disciplines
• Estrangement from god:
“To grasp evidence as sufficient for a prospective
— secularism
judgment is to grasp the prospective judgment
— negation of the idea of sin
as virtually unconditioned.”
— complete and full self-assertion
—Bernard J.F. Lonergan,
— desperation and nihilism
Insight (1992), p. 305
— Topics, pp. 58-65

“If we say that the id is mightier than
the ego, we are making noises that
belong to orthodox phychoanalysis;
but if we criticize this statement as
meaningless and unprovable, our
criticism belongs to
meta-psychoanalysis. And so in the
case of mathematics and
meta-mathematics. The formal
systems that mathematicians
construct belong in the file labeled
‘mathematics’; the description,
discussion, and theorizing about the
systems belong in the file marked
‘meta-mathematics.’”
—Ernest Nagel and James R. Newman,
Gödel’s Proof (N.Y.: New York
University Press, 1958), p. 32.
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