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IMMERSE YOURSELF!

➢ Straight “A” Word of the Day
Building vocabulary can be both fun and pedagogically sound!
30 second to 1 minute clips from famous movies! Check it out for free on…
@straighta_com
Straight “A” Academy

Straight A

➢ Straight “A” Snap Tips
Daily tips in both Math and Verbal from Mr. “A” and his private students!
@straighta.com

➢ Straight “A” College Coaching
Straight from Mr. “A”, see posts on college test prep, admissions and more.
Get inspired!
@straightaacademy
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MATH SESSION I:
Lesson 1 – SAT Math Language – When you read SAT Math problems, you need to know what they
mean and what they expect you to look for…
- Basics: sum, difference, product, quotient, integer, odd, even, square, square root, cube, cube root,
more, less, fewer, is/was/are/were
If you aren’t sure of these, ask you math teacher.
- Need to be careful:
- prime (number) = any number that has exactly two distinct factors, 1 and itself
1 is NOT a prime number
Prime Numbers are: 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 19, 23, 29, 31, 37, 41, 43, 47, 53, etc.
- inclusive = including the numbers mentioned, i.e., 5 to 15 inclusive = 5 & 15
and all numbers in between.
- consecutive = without skipping any mentioned values in between, i.e., any
three consecutive odd numbers = 3, 5, 7 or 21, 23, 25, etc.
- remainder = the whole number left over after long division
- per = divided by
- per cent % = divided by 100
- for every/each = divided by
- of = times/multiply
- domain = x value in the xy coordinate plane
- range = y value in the xy coordinate plane
- least common multiple (LCM): the first number that a list of smaller numbers
go into evenly, ex. = The LCM of 6, 8 and 10 is 120.
- greatest common factor (GCF): the greatest number that goes evenly into a
set of numbers, ex. = The GCF of 18, 24 and 42 is 6.
- parallel = SAME SLOPE
- lines with no solutions = parallel = SAME SLOPE
- infinite solutions = same line = SAME SLOPE
- 3 points on the same line = any two points create the SAME SLOPE
- perpendicular = negative reciprocal SLOPE
- tangent = touches a curve/circle at one point only and is perpendicular to the
radius of a circle at that point of tangency, therefore negative reciprocal SLOPE
of that radius
- non-negative integer = could be ZERO (or positive, but that’s obvious)
- non-zero = could be negative (or positive, but that’s obvious)
- number = They didn’t say integer, so it could be a fraction
- value = They didn’t say integer, so it could be a fraction
- minimum/maximum value (of a parabola/quadratic) = the y value of the vertex
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Lesson 2 – C.A.P.E.S. – Our 5 basic approaches or angles of attack on SAT/ACT math
C
A
P
E
S

Connections/Conclusions
Algebra
Plug In Real Numbers
Estimate and Eliminate
Sketch It Out (Graph, Draw)

PLUG IN REAL NUMBER VALUES
This strategy is your “ace in the hole”! There are many questions on the SAT that are
designed intentionally to be difficult to impossible to solve by merely spotting the relationships
or doing Algebra. What you need to do is take the problem out of “theory land” by substituting
(plugging in) real, known values, based on the limitations given in the wording of the problem.
Once you make the problem concrete, it becomes infinitely easier to solve. There are three basic
types of Plug In the Values problems.
I.

You are given the answer in your A-E options. Good news! This should be easy…
simply try out each of the answers given and see which one works. Sometimes, based
on the wording, you can automatically rule out some of the options.
Ex. x<x3<x2 For which of the following values is the given inequality true?
A) 0<x<1
B) 1<x<2
C) –1<x<0
D) –2<x<–1
E) No such value exists for x

If you cannot “see” the relationship here, pick a value given for A), say ½ (or .5) or any value
between 0 and 1, whatever you find easiest to work with. By the way, this would be a great
problem with which to use a number line so you can better compare the outcomes! Do the math
for each of the given values and you will find that only C) works. And by the way, answers like
E) are almost NEVER the right answer. The problem may be tricky, but finding the answer is
EASY when they give you the answer to try out!
II.

You choose values based on the limitations given to see what kind of outcome you
get. Remember the -2, -1, -.5, 0, .5, 1, 2 concept. Plugging in a negative number can
impact the outcome, just as plugging in a fraction, an odd or an even, or the number 0
(Yes! Zero IS a number!) can impact the outcome.
2
2
Ex. If x and y are integers and y = x – 𝑥 – 𝑥² , then which of the following could be the
value of y?
I.– 5
II.– 3
III.– 1
A) I. only
B) II. only
C) I. and II. only
D) II. and III. Only E) I., II., and III.
3
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Notice that the answers are the output this time. That means YOU need to select the input!
Also, notice that both input and output MUST be integers. So, remember the -1,0,1 concept.
Try a -1 for the x input value and see what you get for an output. Right, you get – 1. Notice 0
won’t work for this problem as you cannot put a 0 value in the denominator. So, try 1 and you
get – 3. If you try other integer values you will get fractional answers, so that’s it. Only – 1 and
– 3 are possible: So, D)
III.

Type III is essentially the same as type II only for problems that give you optional
equations for answers. So, once you plug in the value(s) and derive an answer, circle
the answer and save it. Now, plug in the value(s) you chose into ALL of the optional
equations to see which one(s) give(s) you the same answer. If more than one
equation produces the same answer, then pick a different value and try again, this
time compare only the equations that worked for the first value(s) you had chosen.

Ex.
The chess club at a school has x members who need to raise a total of d dollars. If z more
members join, which equation represents how much less each member of the chess club must
raise per member after z members joined than they would have had to raise per member before z
members joined?
A)

𝑑
𝑥+𝑧

𝑑𝑧

B) 𝑥+𝑧

C)

𝑑(𝑥+𝑧)
𝑥𝑧

D)

𝑑(𝑧−𝑥)
𝑥+𝑧

𝑑𝑧

E) 𝑥(𝑥+𝑧)

If you can see the relationships needed to set up this equation, good for you! If you know how to
solve this equation algebraically, fantastic! However, if you look at this problem and scratch
your head, you can still earn this point!!! Pick real numbers that are easy to work with (I don’t
care if they are realistic for the chess club! Pick numbers that make your math/life easy!) So,
let’s say x = 10 for the starting number of chess club members, and they need to raise $100, so d
= 100. That means each original member would have had to raise $10 (before z members
joined), right? Now, how many members shall we allow to be added to the club? If you want to
make your math easy, you might say z = 10 more members, because 10 (original) + 10 (new) is
20 (total) and 100 (dollars) is easily divisible by 20, too. I would advise against selecting the
same number for both x and z! Depending on the problem, a variety of unintended and
unanticipated problems could arise. So, why not have z = 15 more members added so we get a
total of 25, which also goes evenly into 100. But, does it make sense to allow more members in
than were originally in the club? I don’t know, and I don’t care!!! I just want to work with
numbers that make my math/life easy, remember? So, now we divide the $100 by 25 total
members and we find that each member would need to raise $4. So, reread the question and we
find that the difference is 6. Circle this answer! When you plug your x, d and z values you
chose into the equations above, the answer should be 6. Try ALL the equations in case you
chose numbers that work in two or more of the equations. Only one equation will work
regardless which numbers you choose. Well, with x = 10 ; d = 100 ; and z = 15, only E) will
give you the same answer of 6. This method might take a little more time, but you can still earn
the point for this challenging problem!
You can do it! ¡Si se puede! Even when you don’t see the relationship at first, plugging in real
number values helps you take the problem out of “theoryland” and solve more concretely.
4
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NOTES (TAKE-AWAYS) and PRACTICE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

5

www.StraightANation.org 10 Chestnut Dr., Suite H, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 488-1852 www.straighta.com

MATH SESSION II:
Lesson 1 – Percent Increase / Percent Decrease – YOU CANNOT ADD/SUBTRACT %!!!
Strategy: #3 Plug In Real Numbers/Values is usually the best way to go with these types of questions.
Ex. If from 1990 to 2000 the population of New Hampshire increased by 10%, but has decreased by 5%
since 2000, what is the percentage change in population since 1990?
A)
B)
C)
D)

An increase of 8.9%
A decrease 1.2?
An increase of 5%
An increase of 4.5%

If you pick C, I will throw myself off your school building!

Lesson 2 – Similar Triangles – All angles are equal & all corresponding sides/parts of the two triangles
have the same ratio!
Strategy: SET UP A PROPORTION (TWO RATIOS OR FRACTIONS THAT ARE EQUAL)

6
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NOTES (TAKE-AWAYS) and PRACTICE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MATH SESSION III:
Lesson 1 – Two Line Equations
Strategy: Either Substitution or Elimination, whichever is easier…
Ex.

x + y = 10
2x – y = 23

Elimination:

Substitution:

x + y = 10
(+) 2x – y = 23
3x = 33
x = 11

x = (10 – y)
2(10 – y) – y = 23
20 – 2y – y = 23
– 3y = 3
y=–1

OR

y = (10 – x)
2x – (10 – x) = 23
2x – 10 + x = 23
3x = 33
x = 11

Note: Be careful in case they make it easy to solve for “x”, but then
ask for “y.”

Lesson 2 – Two Line Equations Word Problem
Strategy: Create two equations based on the wording…
This problem shows up on EVERY SAT Test! Guaranteed! However, the wording and numbers change.
There are always 2 categories of items, and each must be multiplied times some values (usually in
dollars), which added together give us a total cost, income, etc.
Ex. At the school play, a total of 680 tickets were sold, bringing in a total of $4,800 dollars. If student
tickets cost $5 each and adult tickets cost $10 each, how many students came to the school play?
Write the 2 equations:
Ex. A food truck sells hotdogs for 2.50 each and hamburgers for $4.00 each. The food truck’s revenue
from selling a total of 308 hotdogs and hamburgers in one day was $936.50. How many hamburgers
were sold that day?
Write the 2 equations:
Ex. A forklift can carry up to 2,200 pounds or 55 boxes. If Jim has to move boxes of eggs that weigh 30
pounds and boxes of potatoes that weigh 75 pounds, write a system of inequalities that represents what
Jim can move with the forklift. (Let e = the number of boxes of eggs and p = the number of boxes of
potatoes.)
Write the 2 equations:
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NOTES (TAKE-AWAYS) and PRACTICE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MATH SESSION IV:
Lesson 1 – Comparing values that have exponents
Strategy: REWRITE WITH A COMMON BASE (OR COMMON EXPONENT)
Easy comparison:

X4 = X 3 - Y

No-so-obvious comparison:

2X = 164 - X

3X = 35
9T = 27R/3

7R = 72S + 5
25Z/5W = ?

Ex. If 4x + z = 10, what is the value of (81x)(3z) ?

Ex. Solve for x. 52x + 4 = 125x – 1

Lesson 2 – If you see an ordered pair, plug it in an equation if you can
Strategy: Whether the ordered pair is given as numbers, letters or you can spot an ordered pair in a
graph, plug the info into a given equation.
Ex.
y = a(x – 4)( x + 2)
In the quadratic equation above, a is a nonzero constant. The graph of the equation in the xy-plane is a
parabola with vertex (s,t). Which of the following is equal to t?
A) – 9a
B) – 5a
C) – 4a
D) e – 2a
Ex.
y > – x + m and y < x + n
In the xy-plane, if the origin is a solution to the system of inequalities above, what must be true about
the relationship between m and n?

Ex.

Any question asked about this graph, if there is an
equation given, plug in any ordered pair you can
identify, such as (3,2) or (1,-1) or (-2,1)

10
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NOTES (TAKE-AWAYS) and PRACTICE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MATH SESSION V:
Lesson 1 – Self-deception
Strategy: Don’t take the “easy” problems for granted: be OCD about ± symbols, square roots and slope.
Get inside the heads of the test-makers! Know their sinister little tricks!
The test-makers like to say that they don’t try to trick, students; students end up tricking themselves.
Right… but they set you up for accidental self-deception. Watch out for:
1) ± Make sure you distribute the negative symbol
Ex. ( 5x3 – 2x2 + x – 8) – (2x3 + x2 – x + 2) becomes
5x3 – 2x2 + x – 8 – 2x3 – x2 + x – 2 then combine like terms
2) Our brains naturally think in terms of absolute value, so if you aren’t OCD, you can be easily
tricked into marking – 8 as greater than – 3.
3) When you take the square root of a number, the result is ±. Nine times out of ten it won’t
matter, but that one time you forget, they will burn you!
4) Our brains also naturally think sequentially, so when we are working with slope, we need to
𝑦

𝑟𝑖𝑠𝑒

really focus. We all know that slope = the change in y divided by the change in x, or 𝑥 or 𝑟𝑢𝑛 .
In other words, we say and think y value first, but when we list coordinate pairs, we list the x
value first (x,y). Can you see how easy it would be to slip up by mixing up the x and y values,
especially when they are trying to distract you with their wording of the problem?

Lesson 2 – SOH, CAH, TOA and Complementary Angles
Strategy: With sine and cosine fraction values, the hypotenuse (longest side length) is in the
denominator.
Most of the sine, cosine and tangent questions can be answered by simply drawing a right-triangle and
applying the relationships of SOH, CAH, TOA. Also, they seem to like incorporating this basic concept:
the sine of any angle is equal to the cosine of its complementary angle.
Ex. In a right triangle, one angle measures X°, where sin X° = 5/13, What is cos (90° – X°)?
Draw it out to prove it…
𝜋
Also, beware of ( 2 – X°)
Ex. sin (x°) = cos (y°). If x = 3w + 4 and y = 5w – 2, what is the value of w?

12
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NOTES (TAKE-AWAYS) and PRACTICE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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MATH SESSION VI:
Lesson 1 – Special Triangles
Strategy: Memorize the side relationships forward and backward.

1) Isosceles – Obviously, we know that this special triangle has two congruent sides whose
opposite angles are also congruent. With the SAT, if you are given the sides, the focus
will likely be on their opposite angles, and visa-versa.

- Where will these triangles likely show up? Inside a circle, since the radii of a circle are
necessarily congruent. Draw a sample:

2) Equilateral – Obviously, we know that this special triangle has all 3 sides congruent, and
therefore, its 3 angles will be congruent – specifically 60 degrees each. So, if you are
told or find out that a triangle is equilateral, knowing that the angles are 60 degrees each
will likely be important for solving the problem.

- Where will these triangles likely show up? Inside a circle (if the third side – a cord of the circle
BC – happens to be equal to the radii, AB and AC). Also, there will be six equilateral triangles
in a regular hexagon. Draw several examples.

3) 30-60-90 – This special Right Triangle has a special value of √3. The √3 will be either
in the long leg (opposite the 60° angle) or in the other two sides (short leg and
hypotenuse).

2

1

√3

10

5

5√3

4√3

2√3

6

14
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- Where will these triangles likely show up? Inside an Equilateral triangle. By drawing in the
height of an Equilateral triangle, you automatically divide into two 30-60-90’s. Also, a rectangle
of a very specific proportion might be divided into two 30-60-90’s by drawing in a diagonal.
Draw several examples.

4) 45-45 – Also known as an Isosceles-Right Triangle, this triangle has a special value, √2.
The √2 will be either in the value of the hypotenuse, or in the two legs.

s

s√2

s

7

7√2

4√2

7

8

4√2

- Where will these triangles likely show up? Inside a circle, or inside a square. If you cut a
diagonal through a square, you automatically divide it into two 45-45 triangles. Draw several
examples.

⃝
5) 3-4-5 – This “triplet” triangle focuses on the proportions of the side lengths. Draw
several examples.
16 miles

6) 5-12-13 – This “triplet” triangle focuses on the proportions of the side lengths. Draw
several examples.

15
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Also important:
1) Triangle Side-Length Rule
The sum of any two sides of a triangle must be GREATER than the third side.
14

8

The third side must be greater than the difference AND less than

the sum
of the other two sides. 14 – 8 < a < 14 + 8 ; 6 < a < 22
a
2) Pythagorean Theorum
In right (90°) triangles, the sum of the square of both legs equals the square of the
hypotenuse.
Use when the triangle isn’t a special triangle.
a2 + b2 = c2 Also, c2 – a2 = b2
3) Exterior Angle Rule
The exterior angle of a triangle is equal to the sum of the two remote angles.
3+
4 = 180° (supplementary angles)
3 + ( 1 + 2) = 180° (180 degrees in a triangle), therefore
4 = ( 1 + 2)

Lesson 2 – Shapes within shapes
Shape shifting
If you are presented with a non-standard or awkward shape, you have two choices:
1) Cut it into smaller, more manageable, known shapes.
2) Extend the side(s) to make a bigger, more manageable, known shape.
1) Examples:

A right trapezoid:

This shape can be cut into a rectangle and a triangle by drawing a perpendicular line segment from
vertex B to side DC. Rectangle ABED and Triangle BEC.
A
B

D

E

C

16
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Concave quadrilateral:
This shape can be cut into two triangles by drawing a line from vertex A to vertex C or by extending a
line to create side BD, whichever helps the most.
A

B

C

D

Partial area
An SAT favorite is to ask you to solve for unusually shaped areas that are formed by a combination of
shapes. The figures shown below are classic examples: What is the area of the shaded regions?
Clearly, there is no formula for such non-standard shaped
areas, but the answer is actually easy to find. Get the
TOTAL AREA of the larger shape and subtract the area
of the smaller shape. It’s that simple. However, you must
remember to focus on what part of one shape IS what part
of the other shape. You always need to remember to draw
in diagonals, diameters or other parts as needed.
Three Dimensional Shapes
Volume or surface area can be found by using the formulas provided on the first page of each SAT math
section. Another common problem you are likely to face is finding the distance between two points on
or in a three dimensional shape. Some students memorize the distance formula (which is a good thing),
but that only helps in the coordinate plan. Well, guess what? The distance formula is nothing more the
Pythagorean Theorem reformatted. So, here is a key concept: If you want to find distance in the
coordinate plane or in three dimensional space, create a right triangle! Then use known side lengths to
plug into the Pythagorean formula of a2 + b2 = c2 to find the hypotenuse (which is the distance).
Depending on the setup, you might be given what is the hypotenuse and need the used the formula:
c2 – a2 = b2.
Ex.
Notice how the radius of the circular base and the height form a right angle.
Connect the tip of the cone with the radius by using the slant height and you
have a right triangle, ready to use Pythag. to find one of the three values.
Notice how you can create a right triangle with half of one side of the square
base, the edge formed from a vertex of the base to the tip of the pyramid and
the slant height. The edge is the hypotenuse. You can also create a right
triangle by drawing a line from a mid-point on one side of the square base to
the center, and using the height and the slant height for the other sides. The
slant height is the hypotenuse. Finally, you can create another right triangle by
drawing a line from a vertex of the base to the center, and using the height and
an edge. The edge is the hypotenuse.

17
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Notice how you can create a right triangle to get the distance from one vertex of
the cube to the opposite vertex. Use one edge (side length), the diagonal of the
square face (remember how the diagonal of a square cuts it into two 45-45’s),
and a straight line through the cube to the opposite vertex.

NOTES (TAKE-AWAYS) and PRACTICE
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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READING SESSIONS I - VI:
Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus is
a novel written by English author Mary Shelley
that tells the story of Victor Frankenstein, a
young scientist who creates a grotesque yet
sapient creature in an unorthodox scientific
experiment. The first edition of the novel was
published anonymously in London in 1818.

I am by birth a Genovese; and my family is one
of the most distinguished of that republic. My
ancestors had been for many years counselors
and syndics; my father had filled several public
5 situations with honor and reputation. He was
respected by all who knew him for his integrity
and indefatigable attention to public business. He
passed his younger days perpetually occupied by
the affairs of his country; a variety of circumstances
10 had prevented his marrying early, nor was it until
the decline of life that he became a husband and
the father of a family.

15

20

25

30

As the circumstances of his marriage illustrate his
character, I cannot refrain from relating them. One
of his most intimate friends was a merchant, who,
from a flourishing state, fell, through numerous
mischances, into poverty. This man, whose name was
Beaufort, was of a proud and unbending disposition,
and could not bear to live in poverty and oblivion in
the same country where he had formerly been
distinguished for his rank and magnificence. Having
paid his debts, therefore, in the most honorable
manner, he retreated with his daughter to the town
of Lucerne, where he lived unknown and in
wretchedness. My father loved Beaufort with the
truest friendship, and was deeply grieved by his
retreat in these unfortunate circumstances. He bitterly
deplored the false pride which led his friend to a
conduct so little worthy of the affection that united
them. He lost no time in endeavoring to seek him out,
with the hope of persuading him to begin the world
again through his credit and assistance.

1) What is the primary purpose of this passage?
A) to explain the narrator’s father’s role in
government
B) to describe the narrator’s parents’
marriage
C) to detail the relationship between the
narrator’s father and Beaufort
D) to provide background information
about the narrator’s parentage
2) As used in line 7, “indefatigable” most nearly
means…
A) honest
B) tireless
C) without error
D) selfless
3) The passage indicates that Beaufort was
unable to overcome his fallen state due to…
A) misfortune brought on by pridefulness
B) dishonor brought on by criminal conduct
C) illness brought on by depression
D) poverty brought on by misfortune
4) Which choice provides the best evidence for
the answer to the previous question?
A) Lines 14-17 (“One ... poverty”)
B) Lines 17-21 (“This man ... magnificence”)
C) Lines 25-30 (“My father ... them”)
D) Lines 44-49 (“The interval ... exertion”)
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READING SESSIONS I – VI (continued):
Beaufort had taken effectual measures to conceal
himself, and it was ten months before my father
35 discovered his abode. Overjoyed at this discovery,
he hastened to the house, which was situated in a
mean street, near the Reus. But when he entered,
misery and despair alone welcomed him. Beaufort
had saved but a very small sum of money from the
40 wreck of his fortunes; but it was sufficient to
provide him with sustenance for some months,
and in the meantime he hoped to procure some
respectable employment in a merchant's house.
The interval was, consequently, spent in inaction;
45 his grief only became more deep and rankling
when he had leisure for reflection; at length it
took so fast hold of his mind that at the end of
three months he lay on a bed of sickness,
incapable of any exertion.
His daughter attended him with the greatest
tenderness, but she saw with despair that their
little fund was rapidly decreasing and that there
was no other prospect of support. Caroline
Beaufort possessed a mind of an uncommon
55 mold: her courage rose to support her in her
adversity. She procured plain work; she plaited
straw; and by various means contrived to earn a
pittance scarcely sufficient to support life.
50

Several months passed in this manner. Her father
Grew worse; her time was more entirely occupied
in attending him; her means of subsistence
decreased; and in the tenth month her father died
in her arms, leaving her an orphan and a beggar.
This last blow overcame her; and she knelt by
65 Beaufort's coffin, weeping bitterly, when my father
entered the chamber. He came like a protecting
spirit to the poor girl, who committed herself to his
care; and after the interment of his friend, he
conducted her to Geneva, and placed her under the
70 protection of a relation. Two years after this event
Caroline became his wife.
60

5) As used in line 37, “mean” most nearly means
A) hostile
B) shabby
C) pleasant
D) ugly
6) The passage describes the narrator’s father’s
friend’s daughter as
A) weak and helpless
B) beautiful and wealthy
C) peculiar and brave
D) loyal and bitter
7) It can be inferred that the narrator of this
passage is
A) Frankenstein
B) Mary Shelley
C) Prometheus
D) unknown
8) The passage suggests that
A) the narrator was in love with Caroline
B) the narrator’s father was present when
Beaufort was buried
C) the narrator’s father was a conductor
D) Beaufort had other children who wanted
nothing to do with him
9) The fifth paragraph (lines 59-71) is primarily
concerned with
A) explaining why an orphan becomes a
beggar
B) Beaufort’s funeral arrangements
C) demonstrating the underlying
circumstances that led to the narrator’s
betrothal
D) presenting the events and reasons for an
unexpected union
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READING SESSIONS I – VI (continued):

75

80

85

90

95

100

There was a considerable difference between the
ages of my parents, but this circumstance seemed
to unite them only closer in bonds of devoted affection.
There was a sense of justice in my father's upright mind,
which rendered it necessary that he should approve
highly to love strongly. Perhaps during former years
he had suffered from the late discovered
unworthiness of one beloved, and so was disposed
to set a greater value on tried worth. There was a
show of gratitude and worship in his attachment
to my mother, differing wholly from the doting
fondness of age, for it was inspired by reverence for
her virtues, and a desire to be the means of, in some
degree, recompensing her for the sorrows she had
endured, but which gave inexpressible grace to his
behavior to her. Everything was made to yield to
her wishes and her convenience. He strove to shelter
her, as a fair exotic is sheltered by the gardener,
from every rougher wind, and to surround her with
all that could tend to excite pleasurable emotion in
her soft and benevolent mind. Her health, and even
the tranquility of her hitherto constant spirit, had
been shaken by what she had gone through. During
the two years that had elapsed previous to their
marriage my father had gradually relinquished all
his public functions; and immediately after their
union they sought the pleasant climate of Italy, and
the change of scene and interest attendant on a
tour through that land of wonders, as a restorative
for her weakened frame.

10) The passage indicates that the narrator’s
father treated the narrator’s mother so well
because
A) she was a hussy who deserved the
utmost derision
B) she was a woman of outstanding
character who had suffered so much
C) the narrator’s father was noble and just
D) the narrator’s father was honoring his
promise to his old friend
11) Which choice provides the best evidence for
the answer to the previous question?
A) Lines 75-80 (“There was ... worth”)
B) Lines 80-87 (“There was ... to her”)
C) Lines 87-94 (“Everything ... through”)
D) Lines 94-101 (“During ... frame”)
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WRITING SESSIONS I - VI:
Passage I: Adapted from Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.
1)
"Cursed, cursed creator! Why did I live? Why,
in that instant, did I not extinguish the spark of
existence which you had so (1) wantonly bestowed?
I know not; despair had not yet taken possession
of me; my feelings were those of rage and revenge.
2)
I could with pleasure have destroyed the cottage
and its inhabitants and (2) glutting myself with
their shrieks and misery.
"When night came, I quitted my retreat, and
wandered in the wood, and now(3) – no longer
3)
restrained by the fear of discovery, I gave vent to
my anguish in fearful howlings. I was like a wild
beast that had broken the toils, destroying the
objects that obstructed me and ranging through
the wood with a stag like swiftness. Oh, what a
miserable night I passed! (4) The cold stars shone in
mockery; the bare trees waving their branches
above me; now and then the sweet voice of a bird
bursting forth amidst the universal stillness. All, save I, 4)
were at rest or in enjoyment: I, like the arch-fiend,
bore a hell within me, and – finding myself unsympathized
with – wished to tear up the trees, spread havoc and
destruction around me, and then to sit down
and enjoy the ruin.
"But this was a luxury of sensation that could not
endure; I became fatigued with excess of bodily
exertion, and sank on the damp grass in the sick
impotence of despair. There was none among the
myriads of men (5) that existed who would pity or
assist me. Should I feel kindness towards my enemies?
No: from that moment I declared everlasting war
against the species, and, more than all, against him
who had formed me, and sent me forth to this
insupportable misery.

5)

A)
B)
C)
D)

NO CHANGE
forcefully
freely
surreptitiously

A)
B)
C)
D)

NO CHANGE
am glutting
glut
glutted

A) NO CHANGE
B) – no longer restrained by the fear of
discovery;
C) – no longer restrained by the fear of
discovery –
D) , no longer restrained by the fear of
discovery;
A) NO CHANGE
B) The cold stars shone in mockery, the
bare trees waved their branches, and
now and then the sweet voice of a bird
burst forth
C) The cold stars shone in mockery; the
bare trees waved their branches above
me; now and then the sweet voice
of a bird burst forth
D) The cold stars shone in mockery with
the bare trees waving their branches
above me, and now and then the sweet
voice of a bird bursting forth.
A)
B)
C)
D)

NO CHANGE
who
whom
which

"The sun rose; I heard the voices of men, and knew
that it was impossible to return to my retreat during
that day. Accordingly I hid myself in some thick
underwood, determining to devote the ensuing hours
to reflection on my situation.
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WRITING SESSIONS I – VI (continued):
[1] "The pleasant sunshine, and the pure air of day,
restored me to some degree of tranquility. [2] I had
certainly acted imprudently. [3] It was apparent that my
conversation had interested the father in my behalf,
and I was a fool in having exposed my person to the
horror of his children. [4] I ought to have familiarized the
old De Lacey to me, and by degrees to have discovered
myself to the rest of his family, when they should have
been prepared for my approach. [5]When I considered
what had passed at the cottage, I could not help
believing that I had been too hasty in my conclusions.
[6] But I did not believe my errors to be irretrievable; after
much consideration, I resolved to return to the cottage,
seek the old man, and by my representations win him
to my party.
"(7)These thoughts calmed me, in the afternoon
I sank into a profound sleep; but the fever of my blood
did not allow me to be visited by peaceful dreams.
The horrible scene of the preceding day was forever
acting before my eyes; the females were flying, and
the enraged Felix tearing me from his father's feet.
I awoke exhausted. Finding that it was already
night, (8) my hunger caused me to creep forth from
my hiding place and go in search of food. (9)
"When my hunger was appeased, I directed my steps
towards the well-known path that conducted to the
cottage. All there was at peace. I crept into my hovel,
and remained in silent expectation of the accustomed
hour when the family arose. That hour passed, the sun
mounting high in the heavens, but the cottagers did not
appear. I trembled violently, apprehending some dreadful
misfortune. The inside of the cottage was dark, and I heard
no motion; I cannot describe the agony of this suspense.
"(10)Presently two countrymen passed by, pausing near
the cottage, they entered into conversation, using violent
gesticulations. I did not understand what they said,
as they spoke the language of the country, which differed
from that of my protectors. (11)Apoplectic I beheld Felix
approach with another man: I was surprised, as I knew
that he had quitted the cottage that morning, and
waited anxiously to discover, from his discourse, the
meaning of these unusual appearances.

6) Where should sentence [5] be placed?
A) where it is now.
B) before sentence 1
C) before sentence 2
D) after sentence 6
7) A) NO CHANGE
B) These thoughts calmed me in the afternoon; I
sank into a profound sleep, but the fever of my blood
did not allow me to be visited by peaceful dreams.
C) These thoughts calmed me; in the afternoon, I
sank into a profound sleep, but the fever of my blood
did not allow me to be visited by peaceful dreams.
D) These thoughts calmed me. In the afternoon, I
sank into a profound sleep. The fever of my blood did
not allow me to be visited by peaceful dreams.
8) A) NO CHANGE
B) creeping forth from my hiding place was what I
did to go in search of food.
C) I crept forth from my hiding-place and went in
search of food.
D) food was what I crept forth from my hiding
place to go in search of.
9) The author is considering adding the following
sentence here:
“I fairly feasted upon a variety of berries,
nuts and various and sundry other morsels that nature
had so graciously provided me.”
Should she add it?
A) Yes. It clarifies how the creature’s hunger could
possibly have been appeased.
B) Yes. It is stylistically consistent, and the creature’s
diet adds perspective to his nature.
C) No. It doesn’t address the creature’s dietary
restrictions.
D) No. It is stylistically inconsistent and the creature’s
diet is irrelevant.
10) A) NO CHANGE
B) Presently two countrymen passed by; pausing
near the cottage, they entered
C) Presently, two countrymen, passing by and
pausing near the cottage; they entered
D) Presently two countrymen passing by paused
near the cottage, entering into conversation
11) There is a LOT to talk about here.
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Questions x-y are based on the following
passages.
Passage 1 is a selection from an essay known as
Anti-Federalist John Dewitt 1 (anonymous), written
To The Free Citizens of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, Oct. 1781. Passage 2 is a selection
from an essay known as Federalist #5 (originally
anonymous), authored by John Jay, To The People
of the State of New York, Nov. 1787.

5

10

15

20

25

30

Passage 1
For my part, I am a stranger to the necessity
for all this haste! Is it not a subject of some
small importance? Certainly it is. -- Are not
your lives, your liberties and properties
intimately involved in it? -- Certainly they are.
Is it a government for a moment, a day, or a
year? By no means -- but for ages -- Altered it
may possibly be, but it is easier to correct
before it is adopted. -- Is it for a family, a state,
or a small number of people? It is for a number
no less respectable than three millions. Are the
enemy at our gates, and have we not time to
consider it? Certainly we have. Is it so simple in
its form as to be comprehended instantly? -Every letter, if I may be allowed the expression,
is an idea. Does it consist of but few additions
to our present confederation, and those which
have been from time to time described among
us, and known to be necessary? -- Far
otherwise. It is a complete system of
government, and armed with every power,
that a people in any circumstances ought to
bestow. It is a path newly struck out, and a
new set of ideas are introduced that have
neither occurred or been digested. -- A
government for national purposes, preserving
our constitution entire, hath been the only
plan hitherto agitated. I do not pretend to say,
but it is in theory the most unexceptionable,
and in practice will be the most conducive to
our happiness of any possible to be adopted: -But it ought to undergo a candid and strict
examination. It is the duty of every one in the

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

Commonwealth to communicate his
sentiments to his neighbor, divested of
passion, and equally so of prejudices. If they
are honest and he is a real friend to his
country, he will do it and embrace every
opportunity to do it. If thoroughly looked into
before it is adopted, the people will be more
apt to approve of it in practice, and every man
is a TRAITOR to himself and his posterity, who
shall ratify it with his signature, without first
endeavoring to understand it. -- We are but yet
in infancy; and we had better proceed slowly
than too fast. -- It is much easier to dispense
powers, than recall them. -- The present
generation will not be drawn into any system;
they are too enlightened; they have not
forfeited their right to a share in government,
and they ought to enjoy it.
Passage 2
The history of Great Britain is the one with
which we are in general the best acquainted,
and it gives us many useful lessons. We may
profit by their experience without paying the
price which it cost them. Although it seems
obvious to common sense that the people of
such an island should be but one nation, yet
we find that they were for ages divided into
three, and that those three were almost
constantly embroiled in quarrels and wars with
one another. Notwithstanding their true
interest with respect to the continental nations
was really the same, yet by the arts and policy
and practices of those nations, their mutual
jealousies were perpetually kept inflamed, and
for a long series of years they were far more
inconvenient and troublesome than they were
useful and assisting to each other. Should the
people of America divide themselves into three
or four nations, would not the same thing
happen? Would not similar jealousies arise,
and be in like manner cherished? Instead of
their being "joined in affection" and free from
24

www.StraightANation.org 10 Chestnut Dr., Suite H, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 488-1852 www.straighta.com

75

80

all apprehension of different "interests," envy
and jealousy would soon extinguish confidence
and affection, and the partial interests of each
confederacy, instead of the general interests of
all America, would be the only objects of their
policy and pursuits. Hence, like most other
BORDERING nations, they would always be
either involved in disputes and war, or live in
the constant apprehension of them.

The most sanguine advocates for three or four
confederacies cannot reasonably suppose that
they would long remain exactly on an equal
footing in point of strength, even if it was
possible to form them so at first; but, admitting
that to be practicable, yet what human
90 contrivance can secure the continuance of such
equality? Independent of those local
circumstances which tend to beget and
increase power in one part and to impede its
progress in another, we must advert to the
95 effects of that superior policy and good
management which would probably distinguish
the government of one above the rest, and by
which their relative equality in strength and
consideration would be destroyed. For it
100 cannot be presumed that the same degree of
sound policy, prudence, and foresight would
uniformly be observed by each of these
confederacies for a long succession of years.
85

2) As used in line 28, “agitated” most nearly
means…
A) promoted
B) irritated
C) rejected
D) venerated
3) In the first half of Passage 1, the author
primarily uses which literary device?
A) Hyperbole
B) Rhetorical Interrogatives
C) Responsive Commentary
D) First Person Accounts
4) What does the author of Passage 1 want
each Massachusetts citizen to do?
A) lobby against a new constitution
B) convince his neighbor to vote for the
new constitution
C) understand and sign the new constitution
D) talk about it with others without emotion
5) Which choice provides the best evidence for
the answer to the previous question?
A) Lines 32-33 (“But it…examination.”)
B) Lines 33-36 (“It is…prejudices.)
C) Lines 36-39 (“If they…to do it.”)
D) Lines 40-44 (“the people… understand it.”)
6)

1) The primary purpose of Passage 1 is to
A) propose that Massachusetts ratify a national
constitution.
B) suggest that Massachusetts declare its
independence.
C) insist that Massachusetts reject any national
constitution.
D) warn that Massachusetts exercise caution
before accepting any new constitution.
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Questions x-y are based on the following passages.
Passage 1 is a selection from an essay known as John Dewitt 1 (anonymous), written to the Free Citizens
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, October 1781. Passage 2 is a selection from an essay known as
Federalist #5 (originally anonymous), authored by John Jay to the People of the State of New York,
November 1787.
Passage 1
For my part, I am a stranger to the necessity for all this haste! Is it not a subject of some small
importance? Certainly it is. -- Are not your lives, your liberties and properties intimately involved in it? -Certainly they are. Is it a government for a moment, a day, or a year? By no means -- but for ages -Altered it may possibly be, but it is easier to correct before it is adopted. -- Is it for a family, a state, or a
small number of people? It is for a number no less respectable than three millions. Are the enemy at our
gates, and have we not time to consider it? Certainly we have. Is it so simple in its form as to be
comprehended instantly? -- Every letter, if I may be allowed the expression, is an idea. Does it consist of
but few additions to our present confederation, and those which have been from time to time described
among us, and known to be necessary? -- Far otherwise. It is a complete system of government, and
armed with every power, that a people in any circumstances ought to bestow. It is a path newly struck
out, and a new set of ideas are introduced that have neither occurred or been digested. -- A government
for national purposes, preserving our constitution entire, hath been the only plan hitherto agitated. I do
not pretend to say, but it is in theory the most unexceptionable, and in practice will be the most
conducive to our happiness of any possible to be adopted: -- But it ought to undergo a candid and strict
examination. It is the duty of every one in the Commonwealth to communicate his sentiments to his
neighbour, divested of passion, and equally so of prejudices. If they are honest and he is a real friend to
his country, he will do it and embrace every opportunity to do it. If thoroughly looked into before it is
adopted, the people will be more apt to approve of it in practice, and every man is a TRAITOR to himself
and his posterity, who shall ratify it with his signature, without first endeavouring to understand it. -- We
are but yet in infancy; and we had better proceed slowly than too fast. -- It is much easier to dispense
powers, than recall them. -- The present generation will not be drawn into any system; they are too
enlightened; they have not forfeited their right to a share in government, and they ought to enjoy it.
Passage 2
The history of Great Britain is the one with which we are in general the best acquainted, and it gives us
many useful lessons. We may profit by their experience without paying the price which it cost them.
Although it seems obvious to common sense that the people of such an island should be but one nation,
yet we find that they were for ages divided into three, and that those three were almost constantly
embroiled in quarrels and wars with one another. Notwithstanding their true interest with respect to
the continental nations was really the same, yet by the arts and policy and practices of those nations,
their mutual jealousies were perpetually kept inflamed, and for a long series of years they were far more
inconvenient and troublesome than they were useful and assisting to each other.
Should the people of America divide themselves into three or four nations, would not the same thing
happen? Would not similar jealousies arise, and be in like manner cherished? Instead of their being
"joined in affection" and free from all apprehension of different "interests," envy and jealousy would
soon extinguish confidence and affection, and the partial interests of each confederacy, instead of the
general interests of all America, would be the only objects of their policy and pursuits. Hence, like most
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other BORDERING nations, they would always be either involved in disputes and war, or live in the
constant apprehension of them.
The most sanguine advocates for three or four confederacies cannot reasonably suppose that they
would long remain exactly on an equal footing in point of strength, even if it was possible to form them
so at first; but, admitting that to be practicable, yet what human contrivance can secure the continuance
of such equality? Independent of those local circumstances which tend to beget and increase power in
one part and to impede its progress in another, we must advert to the effects of that superior policy and
good management which would probably distinguish the government of one above the rest, and by
which their relative equality in strength and consideration would be destroyed. For it cannot be
presumed that the same degree of sound policy, prudence, and foresight would uniformly be observed
by each of these confederacies for a long succession of years.
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How Fish-hooks Are Made
How long do you suppose it would take you
to make a respectable fish-hook? What do you
suppose it would cost you to have a firs-class
workman make you one as good as one you can
buy for a dime?
I saw a magical little machine, not long ago,
bite off a little piece of steel wire, chew it a
moment, and then spit it out formed into a
perfect hook. It would toss out these little
hooks every half second, the different machines
making different sizes.
There are eight steps in the making of a fishhook by the machines saw. The boy who
tended one of them snatched specimens from
the machine as they were passing through, and
showed me how each stroke of the little chisels
and hammers added to the bit of wire that
went in, until it came out a finished hook and
ready to fish with, though probably the more
fastidious fish wouldn’t touch it because it
hadn’t yet been polished.
The curious little machines would first nip off
bits of wire; another stroke of the machine, and
the bit of wire had a little loop in one end (fig2).
The next half second the wire had a hack in it
near the other end (fig 3). Then came a little
hammer-stroke which flattened out the hacked
end (fig 4). Then a little chisel shaved this
flattened end into a point (fig 5). Then finishing
tools shaped down the sides of the point (figs 6
and 7, though we cannot show it plainly). And
last of all, it receives one crook, and drops, a
perfectly formed hook, into the little bucket,
having been, only four seconds before, nothing
but an inch or more of steel wire and a reel.
There are two ways of finishing these hooks.
Either they are given a black finish, which is the
most common one, or they are finished with
that fine blue that is frequently put upon
swards and cutlery. It is done by heating them
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In a furnace till they come to a “cherry-red” as
the workmen call it, and then they are poured
into a bucket of oil and left to cool.
After finishing, they are taken up to the deftfingered workers who rapidly count them by
hooking them over a piece of coarse wire and
throw out, at the same time, the imperfect
ones. Then they pack them in neat boxes, and
they are stacked up ready for market.
But I suppose this is only the tamest part of
the history of these murderous little objects.
How many of them do you suppose will ever
hook a fish? Maybe one in a hundred. Perhaps
not one in five hundred. How many of them
will slumber, the sport of the fishes, imbedded
in some old log at the bottom of lake or river
where they have stuck and stuck, though
tugged at and twitched at by the luckless angler
who hasn’t caught anything yet, and who hasn’t
another to fasten on in their place? How many
weary miles they must go, some of them, with
hungry, wet, tired little fellows – and perhaps
big fellows, too, innocent of any fish, and in
having had no bites save from mosquitos. But
here and there one shall thrust point and barb
into some fish who with more appetite than
discretion has failed to see the trap set for him,
and out and up into the air has rushed, his silver
armor flashing useless in the sun, to make a
supper for the lucky fisherman.
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IMMERSION PREP PILOT PROGRAM SPECIAL OFFERS

50% OFF ALL ONLINE TRAINING
AND SERVICES!!!
Register for any of the following Straight “A” Academy online training or services by April 5th, 2017, and
get half off the tuition! (Sorry, no discounts available for one-on-one training.)
- Join one of Mr. “A”s Elite small groups online, live and interactive!
$665 ONLY $332
- Get Premier unlimited training in one of Mr. “A”s small groups!
$1,250 ONLY $625
- Get 12 months of 24/7 access to Straight “A” Academy’s training portal…
$500 ONLY $250
- Get 12 months of online college admissions coaching
$995 ONLY $497
- College Essay Assistance
Head Coach $600 ONLY $300
Assistant Coach $300 ONLY $150

All of our training is designed to save you
$THOUSANDS on college tuition!
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