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[Looking for Something?

“The next day Johh a8a/h wWas Standing with two of his
aisciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,
LOOK, here is the lamb of Goar The two disciples heard him
$aY this, and they Followed Jesus. hen Jesus turhed and saw
them Following, he said to them, That are you [00KIing for?”

What are you |ooking for? Are you even |ooking for something?
Perhaps you are satisfied with the way things are. Perhaps you
want more from life. Maybe you’re just glad you've made it
through ahother week and don’t waht to roCk the boat.

TRecently, T watched a movie Called, “The social Network”
whiCh was about the beginnings and rapid growth Of F3Cebook.
In it, @ Very bright young man, a student at Harvard,
synthesizes the ideas of some friends along with his own ideas
anhd Creates ah online SoCial hetwork that started out as being
limited to College Campuses, fOr the purpose of cohhecting
friends, and it Srew to be a world-wide phehomena, with more
thah several billion users today. Qbviously, he got rich.

What struck me, ahd what I think parallels the Gospel
narrative this morning, is how fast the word spread about
Facebook, and how quiCKly people were ready to join in and
use the idea and even improve on it themselves. What started
as a few young men gathered ih @ dorm room grew to incClude



at |east one fifth of the world’s populatioh and it is still
growing.

Now, Facebook is hot something any of us truly heeds. Mah
has lived without it for most all of human history. FaCepook is
ah aid to connecting with one anhother. But it doesnh’t really
help you with how to [ive your life. Tt is only a tool| for doing so.

1 don’t belong to it, and T am ohe Of @ minority Of people who
don’t. But seeing this, I am beginning to understand that this is
going to be part Of the future of the church and how we do
church and fulfill the mission of telling the good news. In the
words of the Psalmist this morning while speaking about God,
“Oh that J could make them known and tefl them!”For the last
four years, St. (zeorge’s has had a fairly busy Facebook page
that documents our life together here, and spreads the words
about our ministries ahd things whiCh are Coming up in our
life. With this tool, we will be able to reaCch more people thah
we ever have before. \Je constantly work onh improving it and
making it more interesting. Any suggestions?

You see, the movie “The Social Network”is about finding a
good thing and sharing it with your friends. This is a direCt
parallel to the (Gospel story we just read and is how you grow
the church. As the Psalmist says again, (God] put a hew song
ih my mouth, 3 SOhg OF praise to our (GOd: many shall see and
Stand in awe, and put their trust in the L ord. The soil is
fertile, ahd good seed sewn Will always Srow.

FoCcebook is here to stay, if hot something like it in the future.
Focebook is where people gather today, and ] dare suggest,
they no |onger gather in the same places we used to ih our
culture.



SUuffice it to say, People no [onger socCialize in the ways they
did g genheration ago, whiCh most Of us Cah vividly remember,
and even though some Of us may Still soCialize in some of these
ways.

Ih a recent report published inh the New York Times this week,
the study hoted the demise of political TV advertising which
used to Carry the message forward and be a powerful politiCal
Campaigh tool. Commuhication has moved to soCial media,
places like Facebook ahd Twitter, ahd that is where the power
lies in getting the message out.

Where do people socCialize today, do you think?

e People gather at |0Cal Sporting events at SChool, like little
league or soccer.

e People gather at the movies ahd other entertainment
venues, though not much socCializing goes on there. [Jt
éeither hapbens before or afFter these in very small Sroups)

o TWeddings and funerals are the last place from the old
Culture where people gather in the ways they used to.
HoweVer, this is Chanhging too, as far fewer people are
getting married ahd fewer still are having religious burial
ceremonies. T was very surprised to read the results of a
census published in the New York Times recently, whiCh
indicated that only 10% Of the population is getting
married anymore and that some 80% Of live births were to
single mothers. There were plenty of other Changes ih the
data, but these stood out for me.

What is happening to us? What is going on? We are becoming a
Culture of individuals and small family groups. Qur sense of
community seems to be limited to rooting fOr g team Or eating
at the Same restaurant, Or |iVing in the same heighborhood, but



even there, few people today Khow their neighbors because we
are too busy to do so, t00 Caught up in our own lives to have
time for others. That may even include our own families.

Where does that |eave Jesus? And who is [0oKing for
something today?

1 believe people are |ooking for something, the same thing they
have always been |ooking for. T believe they are spiritually
hungry and they are |00OKing to be fed spiritually. People are, at
the very |east, curious about (God ahd want to fihd out about
God. Problem is, where do you go today? Where do you go for
anything? The Internet.

1h the movie, the idea spread rapidly, like a wild fire. The term
younhg people use for this is, “Jt went Viral!”

go did news of Jesus and the things he did ahd who Jesus is:
ViralfToday’s Gospel gives us a glimpse of the very early
beginnings of Jesus’ publiC ministry. And if you Can’t observe
anything else, You Cah Say it went Virgt and it did SO without
the World Wide Web or the Internet.

Listen to how word Spread like fire:

One ofF the two who heard John speak and Followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peters brother. He first found his brother
Simon, and said to him, “Ue have found the NVessiah.”

People brought others-friends and family to Christ.
e They were |ooKing.
e They were |0oking for something more thah the humdrum
Of daily life.
e They heard about Jesus.
e They found him for themselves.



e They went and told others.
These were very thirsty people. They were told where the
water was ahd they went to drink.
The promise is true:
Blessed are those whHo hunger and thirst £or rihHteoushess, for
they shall be satisfied. [Matthew 5:6)
What are we [00King for? IAJe are |ooking fOr a source of
spiritual water to quench our thirst:
“But whoevVer drinks the water J give him will hever thirse.
Indeed the water ] give him will become in him a Spring ofF
water welling up to eternal liFe.” [John ¢:1¢]

What is it that grows churches? It is a spark of the spirit
combined with a genuine desire to do and tell the good hews
Of God in Christ Jesus. Churches which do the work of od:
excCited about telling the good news, excited about doing the
work of Christ ministering to those in heed, both physical
needs and spiritual ones, and being the living body of Christ,
these churches stand on fertile soil ahd Will grow. Their
buildings are worh out from |love ahd use, hot neglect.

There are plenty Of thirsty people, wWaiting patiently for a drink
Of water: Hear the words of the Psalmist:

“T wareed patiently upon the [ord; he stooped to me and héeard
mycry.”

Ih our Gospel today: “They said to him, Rabb/’ fwhich
transiated means teacher] There are you staying?’ He said to
them, Come and see.”

Ihdeed, simple words, a simple invitation. Come and see. Come
in fOr @ Cup Of fresh cold water if You are thirsty. Share with
us a drihK Of COffee Or tea...ahd share ih our community Of
Faith.



“The next day John a8aih wWas Standing with two of his
aisciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,

L ook, here is the l[amb of Goar The two disciples heard him
S$aY this, and they Followed Jesus. hen Jesus turhed and saw
them Following, he said to them, That are you [00KIng for?”

Long ago the prophet Isaiah Said, “T will Ve you as a light to

the nations.”Grant that your people, illumined by Your Word

ahd SaCraments, may shine with the radianCe of Christ’s glory
that He may be khown, worshiped ahd obeyed to the ends of

the earth. AMEN



