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HOG EXPRESS
With nearly perfect year-round riding weather right
in the palm of our hands...

NEXT CHAPTER
MEETING:
Friday, Apr. 10th
7:00 p.m.

Biggs
Harley-Davidson
1040 Los Vallecitos #113
San Marcos, CA 92069

(800) 4-Harley
(800) 442-7539

biggshd.com
Store Hours
Tues - Sat 8:30am - 7pm
Sun - Mon 10am - 6pm

… who wouldn’t be frond of living here?
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DIRECTOR
Hi Folks,
I just love this time of year; longer days, warmer weather, and the NCAA
basketball playoffs!! With all the rides the Chapter has it’s hard to watch
all the games, but it’s still nice to ride all day and come home to watch
some great basketball.
March was a pretty busy month with some great events, and the coming months look to be just exciting. Before I
get to some of those I’d like to take the chance to thank everyone that helped out and participated in the Dealer’s
Wounded Warrior event March 21st. It was not only a great cause, but there were members riding I have not seen
for a long time. I’m sure we’ll be seeing more of them, along with a few more who liked the way the Road Guards
conducted the groups. Thank you and great job! By the time this comes out we’ll also have participated in the first
Chapter Challenge of the year at Temecula Valley HOG, and I’m sure that will be a fun event.
I’m really looking forward to April; some of my favorite events of the year are coming up. First we have our own
“Spring Fling” April 18th. Jim W and his committee have been putting in some long hours to make this a stellar
event. This is our chance to showcase our Chapter to the other Chapters, and I hope you won’t miss the chance to
participate and volunteer if you can. There will be a great ride, fantastic lunch, bike games, raffle prizes and the
infamous Directors Challenge. I think I may regret that I orchestrated a few of those myself!! We also have our
Cottonwood LDT coming up. This is one of my favorite rides; Jerome, Sedona, Oak Creek Canyon, and the beautiful
Grand Canyon. Northern Arizona has some amazing sights and too many points of interest to list here; don’t miss
the chance to experience this adventure with our family.
On a more somber note, Biggs HOG Chapter has the honor to escort one of our family members, Cort Stark, home
from Yuma AZ on Wednesday April 8 th. We will meet a contingent of folks from Phoenix and assume the escort
duties to San Marcos. This is an event for Biggs Chapter members only, and is not a typical Chapter ride; it will be a
freeway blast to Yuma with minimal stops, and then a long, slower-than-our-usual pace ride home in the desert
heat. We encourage all who feel they are up to this challenge to join us. More details about this special ride will
be coming out by April 3rd. Then, on April 13th from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm, there will be a Celebration of Life for
Cort held at the Dealership. This very special ceremony is open to everybody.
With the longer days, great weather and some exciting rides coming up, I hope you’ll come out and join us.

Bill E
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
HOG Membership Benefits — Roadside Assistance
I recently attended our Formation 101 class, and Chris W did a great job as always. During
the presentation, he put on the screen a picture of a biker whose bike had broke down
and was getting towed. This got me thinking: I know our bike is covered by HOG’s
Roadside Assistance, but I began to wonder which of the four available packages we have.
I have had several people over the years tell me about your own harrowing experiences
with towing insurance programs. The theme among your stories seems very similar to what happened to one of
our members who broke down in El Centro years ago. Long story short, the insurance coverage you have may have
looked great on paper but, when you are stuck on the side of the freeway, you may have a different opinion.

As a National HOG Member you have access to many benefits, one of which being HOG’s Roadside Assistance
Insurance program. The basic level is included with your annual National HOG Membership, but there are several
levels above that which are available for a small additional cost. Even the top of the line program is very
affordable, so it pays to look at all of them, weight the benefits, and decide which makes the most sense for you.

HOG Members — Roadside Assistance Programs:
STANDARD PACKAGE: Included with Full or Full Life membership.
- Covers one H-D® motorcycle for one service per year, up to $100.
DELUXE PACKAGE: $19.95 per year.
- Covers up to two H-D motorcycles, unlimited services, towing/roadside costs covered in full.

ULTRA PACKAGE: $29.95 per year.
- Same general coverage as Deluxe Package, plus emergency travel reimbursement.
ULTRA PLUS PACKAGE: $49.95 per year.
- Same general coverage as Ultra Package, plus coverage of up to three vehicles, including cars &
light trucks (only two of the three vehicles may be a motorcycle).

Face it, Roadside Assistance is not something we usually think of until we need it… so, take a moment and review
what level you have, and see if you might like to kick it up a notch. With all the long distance trips our chapter
takes, not to mention the miles we put on doing our local rides… it only makes sense!
See you on the road!

Jim W
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DEALER NEWS:

- Check out what’s happenin’ on SATURDAYS in APRIL April 4 - FIRST SATURDAY SWAP — FREE to Buyers and Sellers! Bring anything to sell! 9AM-3PM- FREE BBQ and Live
Band.
April 11 - PRE-LAUGHLIN GIVE-AWAY — WINNERS every hour! FREE BBQ with all the fixings PLUS indoor munchies,
chips & dip!, Live Band: Lacy Younger.
April 18 - MOTORCYCLE BOOT CAMP — FREE EVENT! Learn about Harley-Davidson and visit our learning centers.
FREE Workshops and Food, Live Band: Buzz Bombs.
April 25 - BREAKFAST & LUNCH CREW RIDE — 9 AM to 3 PM--Ride with the crew from Biggs Harley-Davidson! Free
BBQ and Live Band: Decades

For more info, email receptionist@biggsh-d.com or visit . See you Saturdays at Biggs!
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Safety
Hello Biggs Family!
As you may know, Biggs HOG is one of the largest HOG chapters around.
And if you have ridden with Biggs HOG, you know that we take safety
very seriously. Being so large, it is very important that everyone who
rides with Biggs HOG knows what our group riding practices are, so that
there are never any surprises. With that in mind, this month my article
is about the topic I discussed at the last Chapter meeting: Filling the
Gap.
There is one key practice that everyone needs to know and practice when riding with Biggs HOG: Never pass the
motorcycle in front of you.

Passing the motorcycle in front of you can result in bad things happening. You may startle the person you are
passing, causing them to do something unsafe. Or the person you are passing may not see you, and may cut you off
or hit you unintentionally. Bottom line, it’s just safer for everyone if you never pass the motorcycle in front of you.
So what happens if a bike drops out of staggered formation, and there is now a “hole” in the group where that bike
use to be? What should you do? There are two options.
The first option is to “Fill the Gap”. Each bike behind the bike that dropped out will zipper, without passing each
other. Zippering means that a bike in the left half of the lane would move to the right half of the lane, and a bike in
the right half of the lane would move to the left half of the lane. However, before doing this maneuver, you should
check your mirrors to see where the bikes behind you are, and let the motorcycle behind you know that you are
moving over with a quick point of your hand or foot.

Todd M

Don A

The second option is to not to do anything. Let the hole exist. At the next stop (red light, stop sign, etc.), the hole
will be automatically filled when all the bikes stop side-by-side.

We know that other chapters and riding groups do it differently. But this is how Biggs HOG does it, in an effort to
ensure everyone’s safety.
Till we ride together again my brothers and sisters…..I can’t wait……

Chris W
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!
Our Premiere Event, the Spring Fling, is on April 18th... which is right around
the corner. We are known for putting on the best Premiere Event around, and
our Chapter Members volunteering to help things run smoothly are a very
large part of that success. If you feel like you can help out by manning a Poker
Stop, or running Biker Games like the Slow Race, or in doing any other of the
myriad tasks that go into running our Premiere Event, please email Sabina and
Roger P at volunteers@Biggshog.com and let them know! THANKS!

Don A
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ROAD CAPTAIN
Spring is in the air and more riding is on the horizon. When we go on those rides,
we have two basic responsibilities to each other; and that is that we are physically
ready to ride, and that our motorcycles are in good riding condition.
Sure, we all make an effort to be sure that we are rested, have had a meal, and
are not taking any medications that may impair our riding ability before we
saddle up; in fact, we brief that at every ride brief... - But - how many of us really
stop and do a once over on the bike before we throw our leg over the seat?
We need to also make sure our bikes are good operating order before we ride, and a simple way to do that is to
remember the TCLOCK acronym that is taught in Basic Riders courses throughout the state.
T = Tires & Brakes... Check that tire pressures are to your manual’s specifications, and the thickness of brake pads
remaining.
C= Cables & Hoses... Check that clutch cables work smoothly and no hoses have a rub
spot.
L = Lights... Check that all lights work, including turn signals and high beam.
O= Oil... Check that it is full in accordance with your manual’s specifications.
C= Chains/Belts... Check for lubrication or chunks and gouges in the belt.
K= Kickstands... Check for lubrication and smoothness of operation.
Performing a TCLOCK inspection on our bikes is a simple yet important part of riding enjoyment and safety; not only
for ourselves— it’s a courtesy to our fellow riders, showing that we and our iron steeds are ready to ride.
See you on the road, and let’s put on some miles with smiles.

Yak

Gator
Patrol
Get
acquainted
ride
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MILITARY
Every so often I am asked about veterans in civilian
clothes saluting the flag such as when we begin our
monthly meetings with the Pledge of Allegiance. We’ve
talked about this subject before, but it seems it’s time for
a refresher.
The Defense Authorization Acts of 2008 and 2009, signed
by President Bush, contains text that reads, “…members of
the Armed Forces and veterans who are present but not in uniform may render the military
salute in the manner provided for individuals in uniform…”
A few notes on this, as I read it. (1) In the context of the law, this only applies to rendering honors to our flag.
This does not apply when saluting other personnel such as senior officers. For instance, when our chapter had the
honor of touring the USS RONALD REAGAN a while back, it would have been improper for vets to remain covered
and salute when crossing the quarterdeck. Why? Because veterans first render honors to the flag, then
separately, to the officer of the deck. Saluting the officer of the deck is not covered in the law. (2) Any salute
rendered by a vet must be in the manner provided for while in uniform. Each branch of service has its own rules.
Some allow for saluting while uncovered, while others severely restrict this practice. Follow the rules of your
prior service. (3) Remember, this is optional. In any case, it is always acceptable to remove your cover and place
your hand over your heart.
See you on the road See you on the road.

Don A

Don A
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VOLUNTEERS
To all of you that have read this little article from us monthly - and hopefully you
have - you know that we usually beg (oops… we meant to say “encourage”) our
members to volunteer for the various events &/or the chapter meetings. We
also, admittedly sometimes a little jokingly to keep things light, try to thank you
all for the services that you provide at these events and meetings.
This month, though, we would like to thank some people that we think don’t
often get the appreciation that they deserve.
These people are the chapter members that join the various committees such as Activities, Premier Event, and of
course the Holiday Party folks. These people get together for various meetings and plan all of our events
throughout the year, doing so in their free time. They also spend many more hours individually, doing things on
their own to achieve their committee’s goals. After they have it all figured out, they ask us to fill the various
volunteer spots if needed. We believe that they do an excellent job, and most of the time very few people know
who they are.
We also would like to thank the Primary and Secondary Officers for all they do (but not us, as we don’t do much).
The officers spend many extra hours with things like the monthly officers meeting, monthly chapter meetings (ours
and sometimes other chapters), going to HOT, and just generally doing things that keep this chapter going.
So just a big thank you to all of you for doing your part to help this chapter do what we do.
Oh, and one last note for everyone: please sign up to volunteer wherever you can, because every little bit helps.
Thanks!

Sabina P & Roger P

The 3rd Annual Cat In The Hat Ride
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This month LOH presents an interview with Michael A. Every other month, the LOH article will be an interview with
a Chapter member (ladies and gentlemen). If there is someone you especially would like read about, please let
Terry know.
Terry Ann: How long have you been a member of Biggs Chapter? Why did you choose this chapter? Michael: I
have been a member of BIGGS since July 2010, but really started riding with the club regularly in 2011. I chose Biggs
Chapter because you ride.
Terry Ann: What kind of bike do you own? Michael: 2010 Heritage Softail Classic.
Terry Ann: What do you do for a living? Michael: I spent 26 years in the United States Navy, seven years as a
mailman in PB and Coronado, and retired in 2005.
Terry Ann: Where were you born, grew up? Michael: I was born in Fargo ND and lived there until 1970 when my
draft came up. So I joined the Navy, went to Boot Camp in San Diego and have lived here ever since.
Terry Ann: Share something from childhood that might have led to motorcycles. Michael: Doug Miller, my best
friend, got a Twin 100 Yamaha. I took it for a ride; and we spent the next two weeks fixing it after I crashed. Two
weeks later I turned 16 and bought a 305 Honda Scrambler.
Terry Ann: If you could have any job you wanted what would it be? Michael: Travel around the world and taste
food like Andrew Zimmern and ride while doing it.
Terry Ann: Share about family, as much or as little as you want. Michael: My wife Belinda and I have five kids (two
girls; three boys), five grandkids (two girls; three boys), and one great-grandson. The only parent left is my Mom.
Family is very important to us, and we are always visiting or having family at the house. We will have over 35
family members here for our annual Super Bowl/Birthday Party.
Terry Ann: What is the extent of your riding, then and now? Michael: My first four years in the Navy it was all I
owned, and even after that I rode it to work every day because I could park as close to the ship as the Captain. I
rode to work every day as a mailman. Now, whenever there is a club ride and I am not busy with family, I ride.
Terry Ann: How many miles do you have on your bike? Where have you ridden those miles? Michael: I have
73,000 miles on my bike right now. Mostly with the club, four CA state rallies, and Quebec HOG Rally 2014. Oh
yeah, and about 15,000 of those miles are just to get to and from my house and Biggs to ride with the Chapter.
Terry Ann: What riding organizations do you belong to now or in the past? Michael: HOG and Abate.
Terry Ann: Do you commute on your bike or use in daily routine or only for pleasure / relaxation / weekends?
Michael: My bike has always been my drug of choice, and I ride as often as possible because there is nothing more
relaxing.
Terry Ann: Do you like riding in groups, alone or with a friend? Michael: All the above! Always great to watch
people when we ride as a group, and I love taking friends for a ride when they visit. Then there is the ABC’s of
Touring – I’m always on the lookout for pictures, which is a little easier to do when on my own.
(continued on page 11)
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(continued from page 10)
Terry Ann: Tell me any big story or significant life event having to do with your bike.
Michael: I have had some great adventures, beautiful rides, met some great people but
the moment that I will always remember is the day my 85 year old Mother went on her
first motorcycle ride ever with me here in San Diego!

Terry Ann: Have you attended any long distant trips with Biggs? If so, which was your
favorite and why? Michael: Yes, 8 of them. My favorite was Sequoia National Park; it had some great rides, and I
had never been there before although for the life of me I do not know why not. I’ll be going there again soon.

Barbara B & Terry G
Long Distance
Our first long distance trip to Laughlin is now in the books. We couldn’t have asked for
better weather going to the Colorado Belle, but coming back it turned out to be
altogether different.
That brings up an important point. You not only have to dress appropriately for the
conditions you find yourself in at the start of a long distance trip, but you also need to
be prepared for whatever Mother Nature may throw at you. Fortunately, we had ample warning of the rain storms
that did descend on us on the ride back to San Diego, and were able to don our rain gear before getting on the
road. But often the weather will change on a moment’s notice, and you will have to adjust on the fly. Our next two
long distance trips will be to Cottonwood in late April and Sonora in early June. Cottonwood is at 3,000 feet
elevation but some of the roads we’ll be taking go as high as 7,000. The same goes for Sonora, which is at 1,800
feet elevation - but we’ll be traveling through passes that are over 9,000 feet and likely will have snow lining the
sides of the route. The bottom line is to be prepared for any and all weather conditions that you might encounter.
Staying comfortable is the key, whether the weather is cold and wet, dry and hot, or just perfect.
And as we hit our stride going into our 2015 Long Distance program, a reminder: All the details to book a room for
any of our trips are listed under the Long Distance tab on the Biggs HOG website.

Come out and spend an Extended weekend with us. You’ll never make better friends!

Rick K
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MEMBERSHIP
Happy Happy Spring!
It must be Spring, because we’re sure enjoying awesome (riding) weather!
We have several new bike buyers in the Biggs family, too. We’re up to a very nice
membership total of 472! A big welcome to our new members; we’re glad to have you join
the Biggs family! Make sure to check out the events page on the Biggs HOG website – there
are lots of rides and events planned that you’re sure to enjoy. Riding with your Chapter or
volunteering to help out are the best ways to get to know us and give us a chance to meet
you.
Congratulations to our March winners: the Birthday Winner was Ed F and our Saddlebag Drawing winner was
David S. Every month the Saddlebag drawing is for $100, and we draw until we have a winner! (you must be
present to win… hint, hint) Don’t forget to pick up your special Saddlebag Drawing ticket at the membership table
after you check-in. And remember, you must be a current member to get the ticket for this special drawing.
Wishing you and your family a very Happy Spring and safe travels!

Leslie W

13

Michael L. Myers, DDS, INC
NORTH COAST FAMILY DENTISTRY

Behind
Starbucks.
Across from

Carmen & Jose Guerrero
755 N. Quince #D
Escondido, CA 92025

(760)
740-0600

Affordable Patches Sewn On Your Jacket/Vest

NORTH COAST HEALTH CENTER
477 N. El Camino Real / A302

Encinitas, CA 92024

TEL 760/ 942-1171

FAX 760 / 942-1265
www.mlmyersdds.com

MICHAEL MYERS, DDS

FROM THE EDITOR…
Today was a very cool day.
Members of Biggs HOG rode aboard Camp Pendleton, to take part in the 3rd
Tracks’ Gator Patrol’s Get Acquainted Ride. Their version of a Biggs HOG staple
starts with a Riders Meeting — much like our Ride Brief, but with a mini-F101
mixed in. Then, it’s out to the bikes to saddle up and ride.. Albeit with a little
Semper Gumby, hurry up and wait mixed in as approval for their departure
has to work it’s way through channels. That was OK -it gave us time to talk to them.
Once the OK was given, three groups went out—Gator Patrol’s sports bike riders led off, followed by Biggs HOG, and
capped off with the Gator’s cruiser riders. The route was very similar to a Biggs HOG GAR—a little city, some back
roads, and some freeway… and then back to Biggs HD for a burgers, dogs, chips and soda—and time to socialize.
What was cool about it was spending time with these Marines, talking to them, getting to know them, and enjoying
the common bond of riding. Sure, we’re a little (OK, a lot bit) older than their average rider—but it didn’t matter.
You could see they appreciated our being there, sharing our experiences, and taking them on roads many of them
didn’t even know are available to them for riding— like Couser Canyon and Rice Canyon. Yeah—they liked those.
And for us—well, any way we can give back to our Marines is time well spent, and rewarding in and of itself. These
guys do so much for us; if we can help them have fun, and maybe impart some safe riding habits in the bargain?
Yeah, that’s a win-win in anybody’s book. Next time we’re lucky enough to enjoy riding with them, go ahead - play
hooky from work and give it a shot. I think you’ll be glad you did!
OK, boys and girls - let’s go do what we do. It’s time to hear the rumble... Let’s Ride!

Bob G & Debi G
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PHOTOGRAPHER
I am honored once again to be your "phoHOGrapher" for 2015. The last
year has been truly remarkable capturing the way in which we support
each other and our community. Our Biggs HOG Chapter has heart! "Heart
of Harley" will continue to capture a photo each month that represents
the beauty of our good works and celebrate the joy we experience in
caring for one another, our passion for riding, having fun and making new
friends.

Liz S

The Heart
- of HARLEY

The true role of a conductor is to orchestrate, inspire, and bring out the best in
others.” … Benjamin Zander
Chapter Dinner & Speaker
Hosted by LOH

Todd M
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Check the most
current calendar
www.biggshog.com

HOGTIVITIES

APRIL 2015
Please check the website or ride line for any
changes to this schedule

Call our 24 Hour
Ride Line
(760) 736-2920

Sun 12 - KUSI TV Spot
5:45AM Freeway blast down to KUSI for a quick TV Spot
to support the Spring Fling PE Event.

= feather pin ride

Wed 1 - Officers Meeting
7 PM mtg. 6 PM to eat.
Thurs 2 - Weekday Ride
9 AM Biggs H-D. Destination - someplace to eat!
Sat 4 - Formation 101
8:30 AM Biggs H-D. Come learn how we ride as a group. If
you haven't been in a while, come refresh your
knowledge. Coffee and doughnuts. Members receive a
Rider Pin for attending. Contact our Safety Officer for
more information.

Sat 4 - Get Acquainted Ride
10:15 AM Biggs H-D. After Formation 101, put your
knowledge to work during our most popular ride and then
eat lunch with your HOG family. Destination: Someplace
to eat!
Sun 5 - CUTOFF TO BOOK THE SONORA/JAMESTOWN LDT
In order to get the best possible rates, we had to agree to
a much earlier reservation cutoff than normal. Rooms
may still be available after this date, but the discounted
rates won’t be! If you’re thinking of going, don’t let this
date pass you by!! Trip details are available on the Biggs
HOG website, under the Long Distance tab.
Weds 8 - Cort's Escort Home
Closed event, for Biggs HOG Members only. Details TBA
Thurs 9 - Deli Challenge Ride # 4
6 PM Biggs H-D Deli Challenge Ride #4 to Gandolfo's
Fri 10 - Chapter Meeting
7 PM at Biggs H-D. Arrive early to socialize, sign up to
volunteer or sign up for an upcoming event. Take this
opportunity to renew your chapter Membership
Sat 11 - Loma Linda Chapter’s Autism Ride
7AM Starbucks. Join us to support the Chapter Challenge
and our brothers and sisters at Loma Linda HOG as they
raise money for autism research. Freeway blast.

Sun 12 - Celebration of Life
11AM - 1PM Biggs H-D Celebrate the life of Cort Stark
with friends and family.
Sat 18 - ”Spring Fling” Biggs Premier Event
8am-9am registration $25 Rider, $20 passenger.
Save $5 by pre-registering at www.biggshog.com - PayPal
accepted.
Tues 21 - Chapter Dinner & Speaker,
hosted by LOH
6 PM for dinner; speaker at 7 PM. Hosted by LOH at
Acapulco in San Marcos. “Our Military Liaison Program”
by Don A. This is your chance to learn all about what we
do for them AND what they do for us.
Wed 22 - Weekday Ride
9 AM Biggs H-D. Destination - someplace to eat!
Fri 24 - Cottonwood LDT
The Best Western Cottonwood Inn is currently holding 40
rooms. The booking cutoff has passed, but if you still
would like to go, contact Rick K to see if he can help you
get a room at our discounted rate. Trip details are on the
flyer, posted on the Biggs HOG website under the Long
Distance tab.
Sat 25 - Double Peaks Picnic Ride
9 AM Starbucks Knoll Rd. Stopping at Ranch Deli for
sandwiches. Medium distance, back roads.

Dealer Event Calendar
see page 4
Follow these directions to print the current month’s
calendar, suitable for your fridge or for framing: From the
calendar page, either click on the printer icon on your
browser’s tool bar, or just right click on the body of the
calendar page itself and then click “Print”. When the print
window opens, set “Pages to Print” option to “Current
page”, then click on the “Print” button.
Voila!
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BIGGS H.O.G. CHAPTER
North San Diego County

P.O. BOX 610
San Marcos, CA
92079-0610

The HOG Express is published by the Biggs
Chapter North San Diego County H.O.G. for the
use of its membership. Neither Biggs Chapter
North San Diego County H.O.G., Biggs HarleyDavidson, nor the Harley-Davidson Motor Co.
make any claims as to the accuracy of the
information published.
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In Memoriam

Cort Stark
15 April 1945 —
1 March 2015
Ride In Peace,
Brother

