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President’s Column
The new year is a great time to assess our collections
and make resolutions that will enable us to "kick it up a
notch" with our orchids. For me, the goal is not
winning awards or competing against someone else,
but just growing my plants as well as I possibly can. A
new growth or a new root is just as exciting to me as a
flower bud! Here are some of my new year's
resolutions for 2012:
1. Win the war against the bugs. I've struggled with
scale (and who hasn't?) more than I should have in the
past. The keys to keeping pests at bay include
consistency and constant vigilance. With a small
collection, rubbing alcohol and spot treating can be
sufficient, but with a larger collection, most growers
have to resort to the big guns. Spraying just once isn't
sufficient -- spraying two or three times, seven to ten
days apart, is necessary to eradicate the pests in every
phase of their life cycle. Rotating pesticides is another
important factor. I've used Merit and Enstar for the
past few years, but last week the plants were sprayed
with Orthene, a different class of pesticide. Even with
regular spraying, nothing takes the place of examining
your plants regularly for signs of early infestation.
2. Stake the inflorescences. Most orchid spikes display
much better with staking, and for showing the plants, it
is almost a necessity. I even had a few spikes this year
that bent over from the weight of the flowers, greatly
shortening the life of the blooms.
3. Fertilize regularly. In the past, I confess I've been a
bit haphazard with the fertilizing schedule. It's much
quicker to just water rather than mix up the fertilizer!
But orchids definitely benefit from "weekly weakly",
and the results are definitely worth the effort.
4. Cull, cull, cull. I have way too many plants, how
about you? If I don't really love the plant, or if it is not
growing well for me, or if it refuses to bloom, does it
really need to stay in my collection? Plants with
definite issues belong in the trash pile, but a healthy
plant that just doesn't seem to like my conditions may
perform well for someone else -- my failure may be
someone else's success!
Here's wishing all of you great success in growing your
orchids in 2012!
Mark Mills

From the Forrest
Whether it be the elegant species or
the stunning hybrids, we all love
phalaenopsis.
For many of us, me included, they
were our first orchids, the ones that
got us hooked. Since then they
continue to awe us (Marcus' monster
phals, enough said) and really offer
something for everyone.
For lovers of variety, Phals come
in nearly all shades, sizes, and
patterns; they keep getting better all
the time.
For the species lover, Phals offer
a vast array of challenges and
rewards.
Given all this, I am extremely excited
to have one of our favorites back in
town to give us a much needed dose
of Phalaenopsis, Tom Harper of
Stones River Orchids.
Tom's talk will educate us about the
species that form the foundation of
most modern hybrids and dish out
some of his valuable insight that has
made him such a successful grower
and breeder of this timeless group of
orchids.
See you all Sunday.
Forrest Brem
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12 Most Important Phalaenopsis Species Influencing
Today’s Modern Phalaenopsis Hybrids
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This program actually examines thirteen species and their influence in
yesterday’s and today’s Phalaenopsis hybrids.
Tom began growing orchids on a windowsill in 1967. By 1975, he had registered his first orchid hybrid
and founded Stones River Orchids as a business. A long-time supporter of the Mid-America Orchid
Congress, Tom served as its President, Vice-President, and Mid-American Editor (the MAOC newsletter).
Tom is also a founding member of the International Phalaenopsis Alliance (IPA) in 1989 and has served in
many responsible positions including Vice President, President, and IPA Journal contributor on many
occasions. Currently he serves as President of the Alliance.

Dtps. Fuller’s Sunset

Cyc. Richard Brandon 'SVO'
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Dtps. Taida Firebird

He has been an active member in the Orchid Society of Middle Tennessee since 1967 and is a founding
member of the International Phalaenopsis Alliance (IPA), where he has served as its President and VicePresident.
Tom assisted in writing and editing the Phalaenopsis species section of the soft cover Ortho book entitled
Complete Guide to Orchids. He has written several articles on Phalaenopsis for Orchids, Orchid Digest,
and the IPA Journal.
Tom has traveled coast to coast speaking internationally on various aspects of Phalaenopsis. Tom
lectured at the 16th World Orchid Conference in 1996 in Brazil and the 19th WOC in January 2008 in
Miami. Additionally, he was invited to speak in March 2005 and again in 2007 at the Taiwan
International Orchid Show and Symposium in Hsinying, Taiwan, Republic of China. He returned to Taiwan
in 2010 and plans to travel there again soon. Most recently, he spoke at the 15th Annual International
Phalaenopsis Alliance meeting in the United Kingdom in June 2009.

Ctsm. Orchidglade
'Jamie's Tortured Midnite'

In 2008, he received his first FCC/AOS on Dtps. Brother Success, ‘Laura’ (the highest award given by the
American Orchid Society) in the Heart of Dixie Show in Huntsville, Alabama.
He has been an accredited American Orchid Society judge for over 25 years and is based in the Atlanta
Judging Center.
Tom Harper
Stones River Orchids
9373 Clovercroft Road
Franklin, TN 37067
Home and business - 615-771-2755

Phal. KV Charmer ‘Zhen Yu’ HCC-AOS

E r ic K u h n el
H eat To l er a n t C y m b id iu m s
With our unusual weather this year, the standard cymbidiums had their best budding season that I've experienced in my
ten years of trying to grow Cymbidiums here in Memphis. At present the only two colors that have blossomed out are
green and blush, with other colors trying to complete their bud development. It is not unusual for this to take about five
months from initial spike to blossom.
HTC types are not expected to do anything exciting until the growing season starts again, when plants are moved
outdoors from their cramped quarters in the greenhouse. In the photo, it can be seen that there is hardly enough room
to turn around when the standard Cymbidiums are in bud or blossom. This is only a fraction of the plants inside.
At the time they are moved outdoors, plants will be checked for repotting and normal watering and fertilizing will start
for the 2012 season.

Eric Kuhnel
ericfishing@comcast.net

Photos by Eric & Susan Kuhnel

The Detling Report
We had two visitors at the November meeting:
Josie Elosua and Lauryce Graves.
We had a total of 41 visitors for the ten regular meetings in
2011.
We had 52 people at the Christmas party. One visitor, Lauren
Beyer, joined. Lauren is an artist and photographer.
Bill and Nancy

Start Your Engines, Everyone:
It's the Show Season
The orchid show season officially kicks off this month with the
first show by the Gulf Coast Orchid Society at the Singing River
Mall in Gautier, MS.
Memphis Orchid Society members who would like to send
orchids for inclusion in our society exhibit and for competition
for ribbons, trophies, and awards should have their orchids to
Dr. Fenwick Chappell, 11 North Century, before 4:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, 25 January. Please call him at 901-327-0970 to
schedule the day/time you would like to drop off your orchids.
Please send your list of potential entries to Charles and Susan
Wilson by e-mail as soon as possible to
Memphisorchids@gmail.com so they can begin preparing entry
tags and labels.
Orchids should be available to pick back up on Monday, January
30, after noon.

January/February Checklists
The days have been getting longer since last
months Winter Solstice. This causes your orchids
to "wake up" and triggers changes in your
orchids that requires your attention to their
needs for fertilization and watering.
If you have moved your outdoor collection
indoors for the winter, keep an eye out for bugs
as lower indoor humidity levels may stress your
plants making them more susceptible to scale
attack and mealy bug infestation. Use a
humidifier to keep humidity levels above 50% and
if possible, keep a good air movement across the
plants. Watering and fertilizing should have been
reduced this winter, but do not allow medium to
completely dry out as this may also stress the
plants. On the other hand, too much water at this
time can lead to root damage and accelerate
potting medium breakdown.
Dendrobium
If you reduced or maybe even eliminated
watering your dendrobiums this winter you
should start limited watering when you see new
growth emerging. Again, do not over water your
plants. Repotting should also be avoided now.
Phalaenopsis
In the fall Phalaenopsis should have started
to initiate flower spikes. Now is the peak of spike
development, with the first plants in full flower.
Correct staking now will give a better display and
also make it much easier to transport. Care with
watering is vital to avoid mechanical damage to
the flowers, as well as rot-related problems. Keep
spent blooms cleaned up to avoid botrytis
inoculation. It's not advisable to repot at this
time.

Charles & Susan Wilson

Weather it's Cold...
According to Memphis weather statistics, January is the coldest
month of the year overall with historical average lows at
32 to 33° F. Last year we saw an actual low of 14° with 16 days
at or below freezing. February historical average lows are 34 to
35 for the first couple of weeks of the month, rising to 36 to 40
the rest of the month. We actually had a recorded low
temperature of 11° in 2011 and the first 12 days of the month
all were below freezing.
Chuck Pintner

Cattleya
Watering and fertilizing will be at a minimum, as
will potting. Be on the lookout for senescing
sheaths on your winter-into-spring bloomers.
Careful removal of the dying sheaths will still
allow buds to develop without the danger of
condensation-induced rot. Low light will lead to
weak spikes, so, and as noted above, staking is
critical.

Chuck Pintner

2012 Show Schedule

Memphis Orchid Society Show

Returns to the Garden
Jan 27-29

Gulf Coast Orchid Society
Gautier, MS

Mar 16-18 Springfield Orchid Society
Springfield, MO
Mar 30-Apr 1 Greater Pensacola Orchid Society
Pensacola, MS
Apr 13-15
Apr 20-22

Arkansas Orchid Society
Little Rock, AR
Heart of Dixies Orchid Society
Huntsville, AL

May 18-20 Memphis Orchid Society
Memphis, TN
Sep 21-23

Alabama Orchid Society
Birmingham, AL

Debra Talks Money
Membership dues for 2012 are due. Please give me your
check on Sunday or mail it to 3617 Graves Road,
Memphis, TN 38116. Your renewal includes the Monthly
Newsletter, Meeting and Guest Speaker reminders, and
upcoming out of town shows.
There is still plenty of MSU fertilizer available for $3.00
per bag. If you need a large quantity please call me at
901-396-6861 (home) or 901-224-4795 (work).
I am taking reservations for sponsorships of trophies for
our show in May. If you would like to sponsor a trophy
($25) in honor or memory or just to be supportive, please
let me know how you would like the sponsorship worded.
Sponsorships pay for all cost associated with the purchase
of the trophies that are awarded during the Show.

The Memphis Orchid Society will host its
29th annual show and sale May 18-20, 2012,
at the Memphis Botanic Garden. Below is a
list of the members who have volunteered
to help make our show a success. Please
contact any of them if you would like to
assist or even just learn about any of the
myriad of tasks necessary for putting on our
show.
Chairs: Charles and Susan Wilson
Staging: Barbara Baker
Plant Registration: Debra Baker
Information/Membership: Laura Evans,
Nancy Detling, Fay LeVine
Photography: Marcus Valentine
Finance: Debra Baker
Show Schedule: Virginia Rowland, Debra
Baker
Host Exhibit: Charles Wilson
AOS Judging Chair: Chesley Lyon
Clerks: Susan Wilson
Hospitality: Paul & Melissa Garner
Trophies: Laura Evans
Publicity: Kathrine Perryman
Please remember that we need sponsors for
the trophies that we will be awarding during
the show. Sponsorships only cost $25 and
may be designated in honor or memory of
another. There are only 18 trophies
available, so please reserve yours now by
contacting Debra Baker
(debaker1@fedex.com) .
It takes a great society to put on a great
show! More info to follow.
It's never too early too keep your eye out for
staking orchids for show.
Charles & Susan Wilson

Thank You! Debra Baker

A LEX

Alex Kumok is offering for
auction the shelving
system he used to grow
indoor orchids with.
All the proceeds will be
donated to the Memphis
Orchid Society.
One unit has two shelves
to grow tall plants and the
other unit has a total of
three shelves for more
compact plants.
Each level has its own
light with four 48"
fluorescent lights
installed. The size of each
unit is 53"x18"x72".
The unit is built out of
aluminum tubes and is
very sturdy and with four
casters, very easy to
move.
Each shelf has a tray
to catch water and the
trays can be drained if
need be.
The units come with an
individual plastic cover.
Alex is offering to deliver
the units in the Greater
Memphis Area or you can
arrange to pick them up.
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A w eso m e.

L y n n F u LLER
A O S A ff ilia t ed So c iet ies
While surfing AOS website for a topic for this month’s AOS Corner, I came across a little known
project of the Species Identification Task Force (SITF) AOS (in full disclosure, I have to admit it is little
known by me probably because I am not a judge). SITF is under the supervision of the Judging
Committee of the AOS and its mission is to try to improve and simplify the processing of awards,
with the goal of ensuring that awarded species are correctly named. Members of the Task Force are
not necessarily taxonomic experts but individuals who use reference material to confirm the identity
of submitted awards. When the SITF collective expertise and reference collections are not
adequate, members of the task force turn to a network of qualified experts.
The discussion on their website goes on to describe that the “task force replaces the previous
cumbersome identification and verification procedure, which often involved shipping plant material
to a taxonomic expert. The SITF, using today’s electronic communications capabilities and readily
available high quality digital images, hopes to facilitate the process of identifying awarded plants
and to get the process done in a timely manner. Most awarded species do not need a taxonomist
for identification, if reference material is available. When reference material is not available we use
taxonomic experts who are willing to give opinions based on digital photographs. Occasionally
awards will require in depth investigation by a taxonomic specialist, and SITF coordinates this when
it is required.”
Their webpage also provides links to a variety of other resources which any orchidist would find
interesting to explore. To find out more about the SITF check out their site at
www.aosforum.org/sitf - you should all enjoy exploring this site.
This SITF page on the AOS website is an example of the vast amount of information on the AOS
website.
We are in the middle of an exciting show season and I hope you all will try to support the shows in
your areas. Some that are on my radar screen for this year will be the 2012 Philadelphia
International Flower Show. AOS will again be putting in an exhibit at this world renowned event.
Last year 265,000 attendees visited this show over its seven days. The theme this year is Hawaii:
Islands of Aloha. A committee has been put together and we will be soliciting plant material and
volunteers for ‘manning’ the site. Another show is the Spring Members’ Meeting of the AOS. This
will be hosted by the Wichita Orchid Society. More information on these two shows (including how
to register for the Members’ Meeting) will be forthcoming on the AOS website under Events.
Hope you all had a great holiday and New Years.
Lynn Fuller, Chair
AOS Affiliated Societies Committee

