“Historically Speaking” Winter 2018-2019
A Message from President Penny Skelton
As we have wrapped our last meeting for 2018 , we look forward
to the Christmas season and Mother Nature delivering winter to
our region!
As we look forward to 2019 , our program has been set with a
variety of presentations which will further share the rich history
our area has to offer those willing to learn.
Learning about the past is key to understanding our current
world and can aid in planning for the future. Our history should
be studied and respected. Our January meeting will feature
Robert Square, a board member with the NLPS who is
working to acquire and then restore the Nottawasaga
Lighthouse. One of six Imperial Towers built around the Great
Lakes in the mid-1800's to guide mariners to safety, as well as
employ lighthouse keepers and their families. Please join us!
I would like to extend a special thank you to Bruce Mackison,
Past Chair and Program Committee Chair who has now
officially retired from the Board of the Collingwood & District
Historical Society. Do not worry, Bruce will still be attending
meetings, but simply with less responsibility - perhaps he will be
able to fully enjoy the history of our area! On your behalf, I
offer Bruce our heartfelt thanks for his dedication to
history!

Eventhough
Bruce
Mackison has
officially
retired from
the CDHS
Board, we are
more than
sure that he
will still be a
fixture at our
monthly
meetings!

It was a busy fall season…Board Members
Susan Thibert and Kathy Scott man the
CDHS information table at Doors Open 2018
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Now down to some business, January 2019 is the beginning of
our membership year and I encourage everyone to renew their
membership early! Also, I would like to challenge our current
members to bring a friend to one of the meetings during the
2019 season - these people will not only learn about the area,
but may also become members of the association.
Membership fees are the lifeblood of our organization which
help to maintain our website and produce our newsletters, as
well as host our monthly meetings.
Lastly, remember to check the website and read the current
and past “Stories of Collingwood “. We are so fortunate to
have a contributing editor in David Vuckson, who regularly
submits well-researched and superbly written stories of
Collingwood's past.
I hope that everyone will have a happy and fun holiday season
- remember to take lots of photographs - you will be recording
history - in 100 years people will see these and better
understand what life was like in 2018!

We hope to see everyone in January 2019!

Happy 160th Our Lady of the Lake

On November 30th at 7:00pm, the
Nottawasaga Lighthouse was lit for
160 minutes - a minute for each year
celebrating the 160th anniversary of
Nottawasaga Island Lightkeeper
David McBeath lighting the whale oil
lamp in the tower for the first
time. For this celebration, more
modern technology was used—a
twelve-volt LED lighting system
brought the tower to life once again.
The Nottawasaga Lighthouse was one
of six Imperial Towers constructed
by Scottish stonemason, John
Brown around Georgian Bay and
Lake Huron.
The light remained operational for 124
years during which time 13 full time
lightkeepers and their families
occupied the Island.
Local photographer Doug Burlock
was at Lighthouse Point that evening
and took some magnificent pictures!
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STORIES OF COLLINGWOOD
It’s hard to believe that two and a half years ago, in March of
2016, a new feature was added to the CDHS website titled
“Stories of Collingwood”. The writer of these stories is
Collingwood native, David Vuckson. David is the
great-grandson of one of Collingwood’s early pioneers,
merchant R. W. O’Brien. Although David currently resides
in Victoria BC with his wife Pamela, he continues to keep in
touch with his hometown and is a great contributor to local
history records and discussions, including Facebook pages
like “If You Grew Up in Collingwood” and
“Collingwood’s Past”.
At the beginning of each month, David contributes a new
story to our website and previous stories are also kept on site.
We now have a collection of 34 stories! Each one is a
fascinating look at life in Collingwood as it has happened
through the years. The stories range from the humorous
musings of a CCI student involved in a school spirit group
called “The Loyal Sons of Bognor” to more serious events
in the town’s history like the tragic launching of the
Tadoussac in May of 1969.

David’s presentations have been
very well received with CDHS
members and guests.

If you haven’t had a chance to read any of David’s stories,
please take some time over the holidays to do so….you won’t
be disappointed and you will certainly learn something new
about history of Collingwood!

Upcoming Meetings
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Social Time
Coffee and cookies are provided at our meetings.
We invite members and guests to stay at the
completion of our meetings and enjoy a social time.
Meeting Cancellation Policy
If one of our meetings has to be cancelled due to
inclement weather or conditions beyond our control,
notice of cancellation will be by telephone and/or
email and the general public by radio
announcement. In addition, a notice will be placed
on the main door of the Leisure Time Club. A notice
will also be posted on our Facebook Page(s). If there
is a last minute cancellation by a speaker, everything
possible will be done to have the meeting take place
as scheduled.
Meetings begin at 7 pm
at the Leisure Time Club,
Minnesota St., Collingwood, ON.
All upcoming meetings are listed on our website:
CollingwoodHistoricalSociety.com and on Facebook
Newsletters – Anyone with an article for a future
CDHS newsletter, please forward the item to
Newsletter Editor, Irene Pradyszczuk at email:
jazikids@hotmail.com

Please note that the Guest fee for regular
CDHS meetings is $5.00

Executive of the Collingwood and District
Historical Society

Copies of the CDHS Newsletter can be
found at the following locations:
Collingwood Museum; Collingwood
Public Library (card rack in entryway and Genealogy/Local History
department); Craigleith Heritage
Depot and Wasaga Beach Public
Library.
Thank you for your continued support!

Officers for 2018-2019
President—Penny Skelton
Vice President—Susan Thibert
Past President—Bruce Mackison
Secretary—Kathryn Scott
Membership/Treasurer – Joan Miller
Members at Large:
Selby Boyd
Irene Pradyszczuk
Susan Warner
Mary Lou Dunn
Glenn Copeland

The Collingwood and District Historical Society
is supported by a grant from:
“The Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and
Sport”

Any thoughts, ideas or suggestions helpful to our
Society, please pass them on to an Executive Member.
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