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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
STILL TIME TO SIGN UP FOR
“SHIPWRECKED”
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
Join us in an adventure at Shipwrecked Vacation Bible School on July 9-13 from 9Noon! Ages 3 through grade 7. Each day at
Shipwrecked VBS, kids travel through
hands-on stations that reinforce relevant
Bible Points and immerse kids in new adventures. You can fill out a registration form
(Auditorium) or register online at
vbspro.events/p/salemmoline.

VBS Decorators needed!
We need help decorating parts of the
church for Vacation Bible School. We
will be making decorations, hanging
decorations and turning Salem into
an “island”. No art background needed. We will decorate Saturday, July
7th between 10:00AM- 12:00noon and
Sunday July 8th after church.
PLEASE contact Sally or Miranda if
you are interested and/or have ideas.

Vacation Bible School supplies are still
needed.
In addition to supply forms found in the auditorium,
we are in need of "island or tropical" materials to decorate or use during the week of VBS. (ie. parrots, trees,
shells, sand, rocks, etc) We need colored art sand,
empty toilet paper rolls, water bottles, masking tape,
duct tape, glue sticks, glue dots, and child scissors (we
need a few more "lefty" scissors!)

We thank all you have contributed to the VBS program
already! We couldn't succeed without you.
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Salem Softball Night
Join Salem's softball team as we get together for an evening of softball in
July. (TBA) Be a player or join our cheering section. New players welcome
for a laid back Night of softball and fellowship for Salem members and
their families/friends. We will divide into two teams beginning at 6pm.
Please make sure to bring extra softballs, gloves or bats and your own
lawn chair. The game field is Riverside's Life Center Diamond. (2420
41st Moline). It is located beside HyVee on avenue of the cities and the
fitness center. Tailgating welcome :) Questions or comments contact Sally
Patterson

SALEM WILLARD OUTREACH
The Salem-Willard Outreach Committee will
be collecting school supplies during the summer months for the Willard School students’
2018-2019 school year. Listed below are
items the teachers have indicated will help
the students at Willard in the classroom. A
List of these items is available with the
Willard display in the auditorium and the
items may be placed in the Willard barrel.
School starts Tuesday, August 21 so the deadline for the collection is Sunday August 5 so the items may be sorted and delivered to Willard the week
before school starts.
Expo Dry Erase Markers*, Lysol Wipes*, Boxes of Kleenex*, Sweat pants*
(children’s small and medium), Glue Sticks, Rulers, #2 pencils- Ticonderoga, Glue Bottles, Pocket folders- no prongs, Hand sanitizer, Box of washable Markers (classic Colors) Headphones (over the ear), Crayons -24 count,
Safety Scissors, Plastic Boxes for crayons, box of colored pencils, Zip Lock
bags- Quart, Gallon, and sandwich size, Wide rule Spiral Notebooks, 3”x5”
Ruled Index Cards, 5”x& Ruled Index Cards
*Priority Items
FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Witness
Hann, Darlene
309- 797-2282
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FROM THE PASTOR
Summer’s Activity
“The ants are a people without strength, yet they provide their food in the summer.” Proverbs 30:25
Summer is usually considered a time when church activities slow down. What I have found is that
they merely change shape. We began with our Annual Church Picnic in May, and just conducted
our Summer Soiree in June. In July, we have a busy week with VBS while a date is being selected
for an evening of baseball. Sally and some of our youth will be attending Leadership Lab in July,
and preparations are being made to conduct our new member class and receive them into the congregation in September. I do expect to take some time off for vacation, but even that will be busy
with work on the farm.
While we might sing of the “lazy, hazy days of summer,” it really is a time of preparation for the
program year. We welcome new council members, and fill our calendar for next year with special
events. It is this planning that helps us be good stewards of our time and resources. So I’m asking
you for your input and help during this special time.
First, did you know you can update your own contact information on our church database? You do
need internet access, but by logging on to our REALM system you can enter new address or phone
numbers. You can also check your giving record at any time. If you need a statement of giving
from last year, you can print it out yourself. There is contact information there for all of our members, so you can get phone numbers and addresses to call or write others. To gain access, you
need to know the email address you gave the church when we first set up the system. This is your
user name. You also have to enter your password. If you don’t know your password, you can reset it with a new one. Then you have access to all this information. I would like to offer a class on
this in the fall.
Second, there is planning going on for future worship services. During August, I have offered a series of “movie sermons,” where movie clips are used to illustrate the point of the sermon. There are
so many different options, I want to put up a Facebook survey on which movies to use this year.
Your input will determine what I preach on. We would also like to have a band come in for one
weekend to play some of the newer Christian songs for worship. This has been a big hit with our
younger Salem members.
Third, your contributions to our Restore and Renew Salem appeal are still needed, and very much
appreciated. These gifts will cover our costs for the boiler repair and allow us to reroof the Auditorium, which has had leaks for as long as I have been at Salem (almost 12 years). If you join me in
this effort, we can make a major improvement to our building. By giving through the “Birdies for
Charity” program, we gain an extra 5 to 10% in our giving. Please
refer to your recent mailing about this for more information.
As you can see, summer is more than a time of “lazy, hazy days.” It
is a time to be restored, renewed and prepared for the future. May
your summer be enjoyable and filled with fun and purpose, and
may God bless our plans for the months ahead!

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES
Thursday, May 10, 2018
Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m.Wayne Thompson moved that the
minutes from the April meeting be accepted as written. Stephanie Elliott seconded. The motion
carried.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor completed 33 pastoral visits this month. Worship attendance was down
in April, but primarily because the bulk of the Easter season was in March. Pastor discussed the
upcoming “Restore and Renew Us, O Lord” fundraising campaign to pay for the new boiler and the
roof repairs. Pastor is planning a WAG class on “Biblical Tool Kit for Today’s Problems.”
Old Business: Much discussion ensued regarding the issues we’ve had with Kone, the proposal
from Otis and the comparison between their two plans. After discussion, Wayne Thompson moved
that we contract with Otis Elevator for three years under their mid-level plan at $175 per month.
Stephanie Elliott seconded. The motion carried.
Thanks to the efforts of Stephanie Elliott, we have been able to secure three people to serve on the
Personnel Committee – Mandy Bergeson, Jon Gustafson and Marti Kernan. We are still looking for
additional members to this committee.
New Business: The hand bells need some maintenance. The estimate to recondition the entire set
was approximately $2000. Wayne Thompson moved that we move the memorial funds designated
for choir chairs to the general musical allocation, and that the handbell repairs then be paid from
the music memorial funds. Stephanie Elliott seconded. The motion carried.
Salem has received a bid from AB Pipe Organ for the regular organ maintenance contract. It is
marginally higher than in the past, but if we sign the proposed contract, AB Pipe Organ guarantees no price increase for the next 5 years. Since this expense is already in the budget, the decision to approve the contract was made and no vote was taken.
Committee Reports:
Property: The decision has been made to move the directional signs inside the old entrance to the
building to the new lobby where they are more visible to visitors. The cheapest bid for the roof is
$33,000. We need to be very clear to the congregation that the portion of the roof being replaced is the flat roof - not the portion over
the sanctuary or the bell tower. There seems to be confusion in the
congregation regarding this. Materials are warrantied for 20 years,
but not the labor. Plans for the new chapel were discussed. The
folding partition wall would remain intact, but a wall would be built
to the east of the partition creating a hallway. The ramp would need
to be relocated. The approximate construction cost for everything
except remounting the doors would be $6000. This also does not
include any electrical or HVAC work in the new chapel.
Service: A meal was served for the Willard School teachers. There
was also a suggestion to serve as a place to serve supplemental
meetings for low income children during the summer.
Other Business: Pastor Willers showed the new supplemental hymnals Salem received as a gift from another local congregation. Eighty
hymnals were accepted.
Respectfully submitted,
Rita Gustafson, Secretary

Year Round Stewardship
It's what we do every day. It's how we live out our
connection with God. This includes our prayers
and our action, service and participation in the
ministries here at Salem. In the coming month
there will be prayers, some from our confirmands.
Watch for them! The Worship Committee Board
has been up and asking for your input. Put in
your ballots while there is still time! Soon there
will be a lifting up of the ministry that is available
to, with, and from your young people. Keep your
eyes and ears open to see God at work!

Aloha Smoothie

Get the “shipwrecked” feel without leaving your house! Simply
place all ingredients in the blender and puree until smooth.
The Aloha Smoothie has just 221 calories, 12 grams of protein,
and a full days supply of vitamin C
Ingredients
 1 cup pineapple cubed
 1 cup strawberries quartered
 1 banana sliced
 1 cup low-fat vanilla greek yogurt
 1 1/2 cups ice
 1/3 cup pineapple or apple juice

BEV JOHNSON by Bob & Nadyne Stockhecke, Larry & Linda Ontiveros, Cheryl & Dennis DeSmet, Karen & Jim
Staes, Charlene Isaacson-Stotlenberg, Dorothy Schourek,
Dorothy Nystrom, Merlin & Marilyn Swanson, Margie &
Jerry Hulsbrink.
In memory of the June Birthdays of John Graflund and
Connie.

FROM THE PARISH NURSE
Can you hear me?
Have you been having trouble hearing or having to repeat the question or missing out on what people are saying? If so, you probably need some help with your hearing impairment. Evergreens is going to have a program on hearing this summer but this article will give you some added information
and prepare you for questions you might want to ask.
Hearing loss can have more of a negative impact on the quality of life than obesity, diabetes, strokes
or even cancer. It is associated with an increased risk of dementia, falls and depression and contributes to social isolation and loneliness. No one wants to say they can’t hear because it is a stigma
of being “OLD”. Well hopefully we all get to that stage of being “OLD”. Nearly 30% of people in their
50’s suffer from hearing loss and in their 60’s -45%, and in 70’s more than two-thirds. Teenagers
and young adults risk is increasing due to loud music they listen to. THE LONGER THE PERSON
HAS UNCORRECTED HEARING LOSS, THE GREATER THE RISK TO THE BRAIN OF LOSING THE
ABILITY TO TRANSLATE THE SOUND OF SOMEONE TALKING.
The cost of hearing aids has caused many people not to pursue getting them. Medicare does not
cover and only some private insurance companies will. They can go well over $8,000 for a pair depending on what you want. Last year Congress passed legislation to regulate over-the-counter hearing aids within 3 years. This will make them more affordable. The prices remain high because 6
global manufacturers control 90% of the market. You may want to check out Audicus, Patrick
Freuler’s company who sells directly to the consumer. Sam’s Club has audiologists and licensed
hearing instrument specialists in their hearing center and have lower rates and rated well and Consumer Report 2018 lists 10 top hearing aids for under $100 that you can get on Amazon. Many
have rechargeable batteries now. Another option is a personal sound amplification product (PSAP).
They are not approved as medical devices and not marketed as hearing aids but for those whose
hearing needs a boost in certain situations a PSAP can amplify sound for a modest price-between
$250 and $350 each. The hearing devices they advertise in the paper I just don’t know what to say.
How long do the hearing aids last? On average they are replaced about every 5-7 years and some as
soon as 2-3 years and some after more than 10 years. Sometimes you just can’t hear well enough
with them or a newer model might have something you want, or a new style with more perks, or
they may break or need repairs and no longer under warranty, sometimes they are in a accident as
the dog eating them or someone steps on them or they get lost (“Now, where did I put them”).
To protect your hearing aids put them in a case when you take them out, keep them clean, have
them services every 4-6 months, make sure you put them in and take them out properly, don’t
leave them where children or pets can get at them, and anytime
you are around really loud noise wear ear plugs or ear muffs if outside. The batteries are toxic if swallowed.
By addressing these issues associated with hearing loss and getting help for your hearing loss you will have better social connections, better health and a better life. I know we always like to hear
what is going on but, correcting the problem you won’t have an excuse for saying, “ I never heard you say that”.
Melody, Parish Nurse

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Notes From the Organist
Ecclesiastes 3:
When we experience a loss or a painful event, in our grief, we may find solace and healing in the
words of Scripture. Ecclesiastes 3: begins “To Everything there is a season, and a time for every
purpose under heaven…” Pete Seeger has set this text to music (“Turn! Turn! Turn!”).
Refrain: To everything -turn, turn, turn; There is a season - turn, turn, turn; And a time to every
purpose under heaven.
A time to be born, a time to die; A time to plant, a time to reap;
A time to kill, a time to heal; A time to laugh, A time to weep. Refrain:
A time to build up, a time to break down; A time to dance, a time to mourn; A time to cast away
stones; A time to gather stones together. Refrain:
A time of love; a time of hate; A time of war, a time of peace;
A time you may embrace; a time to refrain from embracing. Refrain:
A time to gain, a time to lose; A time to rend, a time to sew;
A time for love, a time for hate; a time for peace, I swear it’s not too late! Refrain:
***
A dear, elderly, single friend found comfort in the following poem (aka parable) (author unknown). Just thus side of heaven is a place called Rainbow Bridge. When an animal dies that has
been especially close to someone here, that pet goes to Rainbow Bridge. There are meadows &
hills for all of our special friends so they can run & play together. There is plenty of food, water &
sunshine & our friends are warm & comfortable. All the animals that had been ill & old are restored to health and vigor; those who were hurt or maimed are made whole & strong again, just
as we remember them in our dreams of days & times gone by. The animals are happy & content,
except for one small thing; they miss someone very special, someone who was left behind. They
all run & play together, but the day comes when one suddenly stops & looks into the distance.
His eyes are intent; his eager body begins to quiver, suddenly he begins to run from the group flying over the green grass, his legs carrying him faster & faster. You have been spotted, & when
you & your special friend finally meet, you cling together in joyous reunion, never to be parted
again. The happy kisses rain upon your face; your hands again caress the beloved head & you
look once more into those trusting eyes of your pet, so long gone from your life, but never absent
from your heart… Then you cross the Rainbow Bridge together…

Ilga

FROM THE GREEN TEAM
Water Conservation: Getting Techie
Where does it come from?
The water cycle is the process by which water circulates
around, over, and through the Earth. It is driven by the
sun, evaporating water from the oceans, rising through
the atmosphere and condensing as pure water or snow.
About 505,000 cubic kilometers of water fall on the earth
each year, 398,000 over the oceans. The pure water is
stored as ice, as water in lakes, and in aquifers that have
taken thousands of years to fill. 97% of water is stored in
the oceans; 2% in the ice caps; only 1% is in lakes,
groundwater or other useable sources. We draw on surface water (lakes and rivers) subsurface (groundwater
through pumping) and a small amount is
made (very expensively) through desalination. Read more
about the water cycle at Wikipedia.
What is done to it?
Sometimes very little. Where the water sources are pure,
like in New York City, very little is actually necessary. Other municipalities put their water through
a three stage system of Primary Treatment (collecting and screening), Secondary Treatment (removal
of solids and contaminants using filters and coagulation), and Tertiary Treatment (carbon filtering
and disinfection). It is then stored in reservoirs or water towers so that it can be gravity-fed through
the system.
Is it really pure?
While the consensus is that, overall, tap water is better than bottled water for you and the environment, there are some concerns. Older houses and apartment buildings may have lead plumbing
which can contaminate it via pipes, solder, and old brass fittings. There is also a growing concern
about low levels of antibiotics from agriculture and people disposing of medication down the toilet.
Where does it go?
Too often, waste water is just dumped. Often it
enters combined systems that are overwhelmed
when it rains. Where there is sewage treatment it
is of variable quality, but a properly run modern
plant can produce results that are fairly effective.
The systems are
designed to mimic natural treatment processes
where bacteria consume the organic contaminants, and it can then be returned to lakes or as
groundwater. Unfortunately, in sub-Saharan Africa almost no waste water is treated; in Latin
America only about 15% is. The
price is paid in diarrhea, typhus and cholera.

PICTURE PAGE
Blessing of the Graduates was given June 3rd,
as we recognized Jon Gustafson (Augustana
College), Andrew Beierlein (Rock Island High
School), Samantha Cramer (Moline High
School), and Nicole Tillberg (Moline High
School). We also announced that both Samantha Cramer and Nicole Tillberg were joint winners of the Youngdahl Scholarship. Not pictured is Drew Klocke (Cornell College).

Special thanks to the Twins
Dietz for making and donating a
white pall for funeral services
with cremains at Salem! It honors the baptism of those who decide on cremation, and is a
thoughtful gift to the church.
Thank you so much!

On June 19th the Salem Evergreens (adult social group) enjoyed a tasty lunch followed by a
program by Lisa Powell Williams of the Moline
Public Library.
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Change Service Requested
Saturday 5:00 pm
Worship with Communion
Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship with Communion
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
8:00 am to Noon
Rev. Dr. Randy Willers
309-292-0881
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Have you noticed a change in your
hearing? Do you have questions
about your hearing, then you will
definitely want to come to the Evergreens luncheon and program on
July 17 at noon. Our speaker will
be Dr. Michael Sharp from Augustana College's Audiology Clinic. The
menu will include a burger bar,
baked beans, potato salad, beverage and of course dessert. Please
sign up in the narthex.

