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How do we hear the world around us?

DID YOU

KNOW?
The speed of
sound changes
depending on
what it is moving
through. In air,
sound travels at
approximately
340 m/s or
1225.00 km/h.
However, sound
travels much
faster in water.
About 1500 m/s
or 5400 km/h.

Helen Keller once said: “Blindness separates
us from things but deafness separates us
from people.” Indeed, hearing is one of the
primary senses that we use to communicate.
relationships can become strained; the ability
to appreciate music and pleasant sounds is
lost. Hearing also helps to keep us safe.
The function of hearing is quite interesting
and the anatomy is complex. Amusingly, the
only part of the ear you see serves very little
purpose. The outer part of your ear or the
“pinna” helps only to funnel or collect sound
and to boost the volume slightly.
Once sound is collected the outer ear funnels
it down to the eardrum. Here the eardrum, if
working properly, absorbs sound and ampliportion of the ear can be a common place for
ear infections. Any hearing loss for adults
from this portion of the ear is rare and
requires medical attention.
known as the “cochlea,” thousands of tiny hair
waiting to respond. If these cells are working
properly the sounds we hear around us are
clear and crisp.

Having two properly working ears helps
hearing amidst background noise. However,
if these cells are damaged, hearing loss can
result and speech will sound unclear and
of this hearing loss is worse when listening to
unfamiliar sounds or voices, particularly if
when there is a distance between someone
speaking and the person listening. This type
ing aids to allow you to hear and enjoy the
world around you.
As I communicated last month, untreated
hearing loss has been linked to social isolation, memory loss, and depression. It is easy
to see how untreated hearing loss can negatively impact one’s overall quality of life. By
improve quality of life.
The purpose of these columns is to provide
some education regarding hearing health to
the residents and health care community of
interesting and if you have any questions
please email me at:
calvin@grandriverhearing.ca
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What’s new in technology
hearing solution. Hearing aids are known now to provide excellent sound quality
to match clients’ personal sound preferences.
Hearing aids are now binaurally synchronized to create a more satisfying listening
experience with an essential solution shaped to clients’ personal sound preferences.
The synchronization ensures that two hearing aids work together to help users engage
more easily in conversations. Research shows that Binaural Synchronization reduces
noise and, when combined with directional microphones, delivers a more balanced
sound picture that makes it easier for users to understand the person they are speaking
with, especially in challenging listening situations.

compromising the sound quality or the gain needed for optimal audibility. The
hearing aids send higher quality sound information to the brain to help users
better understand conversation, even in noisy environments. The result is a hearing
solution that users can wear comfortably throughout the day.

