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OUR MISSION

The mission of Washington Conservation 

Society is to promote natural resource 

conservation efforts in Washington State by 

providing a philanthropic center for 

investments in citizen-led, voluntary-based 

conservation projects, activities, education, 

and outreach efforts. 



WHAT WE DO

❖ Support educational opportunities for youth 
by sponsoring Conservation Education 
Programs in Washington State. 

❖ Support conservation of natural resources by 
utilizing our 501c(3) status and acting as a 
pass-through entity for district’s seeking 
grants.

❖ Honor the life-long dedication and service of 
notable Washington State conservationists 
by including them in our Leaving a Legacy 
booklet.



EDUCATION
2023 Conservation Education Mini-Grants Update

Underwood CD - The FY23 Mini-Grant from Washington Conservation 

Society was aimed at supporting three educational programs with local 
schools. UCD partnered with WPSIS to educate and involve 15 White 
Salmon 4th grade students on the topic of the invasive Tree of Heaven. 
Stream Surveys were conducted with approximately 100 White Salmon 
students providing monthly water quality testing field experiences for 4th 
graders. UCD also partners with several other entities to collaborate and 
conduct Water Jam, an annual two-day event involving 400 3rd- 5th 
graders. 



EDUCATION
2023 Conservation Education Mini-Grants Update

Benton & Franklin CDs - used funds from the Washington Conservation 

Society Mini-Grant (and others) to co-host the first annual Tri-Cities STEM 
Career Academy.  16 high school students from 11 different high schools 
completed the program held June 20-23, 2023, at Kennewick High School, 
in Kennewick, WA.  Highlights from this event include building a 
hydropower model, racing a solar car, building and flying a drone, and 
one-of-a-kind fields trips to Ice Harbor dam, CHS Sun Basin Growers, PNNL, 
Benton PUD, Energy Northwest and more!  Thank you, Washington 
Conservation Society!



EDUCATION
2023 Conservation Education Mini-Grants Update

Envirothon - Students from across Washington state gathered in person for 

the exciting two-day annual Washington State Envirothon Competition on 
Thursday, May 25th, 2023. The event was hosted by Pierce Conservation 
District at the Soundview Camp and Retreat Center on the Key Peninsula. 
62 students were in attendance, making up 12 teams from 11 different 
schools across Washington state. 19 volunteers helped facilitate the event 
from conservation districts and partnering agencies. Competing in 
Envirothon for the first time, Walla Walla High School in Walla Walla claimed 
top scores in Aquatic Ecology, Soils, and Wildlife, as well as first place 
overall. 



EDUCATION
2023 Conservation Education Mini-Grants Update

Ritzville Grade School - Ritzville Grade School Outdoor Education Club, 

was launched thanks to the support from the Washington Conservation 
Society. The Outdoor Education Club program was designed to provide 
environmental/conservation education activities for students in 3rd 
through 5th grade and outdoor leadership opportunities for high school 
students in 9th through 12th grade. Twenty-four unique students 
registered to participate in the Outdoor Education Club and of those 
students, 13 registered every week.



Conservation Education 

Mini-Grant Applications FY24

5 Applications Were Received

❖ Benton CD ~ Salmon Summit West

❖ Underwood CD ~ UCD Youth Education

❖ Envirothon ~ Washington State Envirothon 
Competition

❖ Ferry CD ~ Outdoor Education Program

❖ Thurston CD ~ South Sound GREEN Watershed 
Education



LEAVING A LEGACY

❖Created to honor conservationists for their 

outstanding dedication and service to our 

natural resources.

❖5 New Inductees, see next pages.

❖Book is Available Electronically
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Creating a Legacy

2023 Inductees



DEAN LONGRIE

CLARK CONSERVATION DISTRICT



JERRY SCHEELE 

SPOKANE CONSERVATION DISTRICT



FRED COLVIN

THURSTON CONSERVATION DISTRICT



Board & 

Officer

Elections



Elected Board of Directors

❖North Central ~ John McLean

❖South Central ~ Heather Wendt

❖Northeast ~ Hilary Sepulveda

❖Northwest ~ Larry Davis

❖Southeast ~ Jerry Hendrickson

❖Southwest ~ Doug Rushton



Elected Officers

President ~ Larry Davis

Vice President ~ Doug Rushton

Secretary – Treasurer ~ Heather Wendt



FUTURE GOALS AND 

PROJECTS

❖Continue partnering with CDs 
as a grant pass-through

❖Promote Conservation Futures 
Scholarship Program

❖Development of Funding 
Opportunities to Support WCS 
Programs
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